
MINUTES 

 
Agenda for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 29th January 2020 

 
The meeting was held in the Sloan Room (formerly Hartwell Room) at the British Museum, at 

12:00pm. 
 

Present: 

 

Committee   British Museum  DCMS 

Colin Renfrew (Chair)  Gail Hammond   Paul Maley 

Harry Bain   Meghan King   Penny Rafter 

Roger Bland   Ian Richardson (Sec.) 

Gail Boyle 

Marian Campbell 

Hetty Gleave 

Chris Martin 

 

 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of 11th December 2019 

 

The Minutes were passed as a true record of the meeting. 

 

 

Item 2: OBJECTS 

 

Early Medieval  

 

1. 17.09 Early Medieval silver brooch from Penllyn, Vale of Glamorgan 

The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this, 

commenting that the suggested value was in accordance with past valuations of similar brooch 

fragments. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £200. 

National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 

 

2. 2016 T76 Early Medieval silver fastener from Haversham-cum-Little-Linford, Milton 

Keynes (BUC-9ED8F7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-60. The Committee viewed the fastener in light of this and 

felt that the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range adequately accounted for the appeal of the 

piece. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £40.  

Bucks County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

3. 2017 T824 Early medieval copper-alloy strap-end with silver rivets from Well area, North 

Yorkshire (LANCUM-A772F8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-70. The Committee inspected the strap-end in light of this 

and noted the added appeal of the two distinct rivets. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £50. York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

4. 2017 T1099 Early Medieval gold fragment from Braintree, Essex (ESS-6C5E03) 

The provisional valuer suggested £105. The Committee examined the piece in light of this. It noted 

that the suggested formula employed by the valuer resulted in a total price that was only just above 

the intrinsic value for gold at the time the piece was found. For a worked piece of ancient gold, 

however plain, the Committee normally applies a 50% uplift on the intrinsic value. It therefore 

recommended £150. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

5. 2018 T61 Early Medieval silver pyramidal mount from Carthorpe, North Yorkshire 

(SWYOR-30C850) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120-150. The Committee viewed the mount in light of this. It 

noted that a number had been found and reported under the Treasure Act, with many being 

disclaimed and ending up in private hands. Whereas in the past, the Committee recommended a 

figure of £600 for a mount from Bygrave, Hertfordshire (2007 T25; BH-460DE6) found in 2007, it 

valued a mount from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (2015 T561; SF-9F5377) at £140, reflecting the 



market trend for such mounts. In this case the Committee felt that the valuer had accurately 

assessed the appeal of the mount and in agreement with him, it recommended £140.  

York Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

6. 2018 T527 Early Medieval silver ingot from Maunby, North Yorkshire (YORYM-46027A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £85. The Committee examined the ingot in light of this. It 

appreciated the valuer’s approach to finding a fair value for the piece by using the price per gram 

achieved for a lot of ingots in a previous sale to extrapolate his figure of £85, but the Committee 

felt that this failed to capture the aesthetic appeal of the Maunby ingot, which was seen to be nicely 

worked. The Committee recommended £150. York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

7. 2018 T855 Early Medieval gold mount from Shalfleet, Isle of Wight (IOW-047A69) 

The provisional valuer suggested £280-320. The Committee inspected the gold mount in light of 

this. It noted that the valuer was not able to trace a sale of a direct parallel and felt that his 

estimation was slightly conservative, given the fine craftsmanship of the piece. The Committee 

recommended £450. Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 

 

8. 2018 T975 Early Medieval gold disc from North Nibley, Gloucestershire (GLO-8F79CA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500-800. The Committee examined the artefact in light of this, 

noting the wide range in the suggested price. It acknowledged the extensive damage but felt that a 

potential buyer would feel that they could rectify the worst of it and still have an attractive piece, 

given the presence of the gemstone. The Committee felt that the higher end of the valuer’s range 

was more accurate, and recommended £750. Museum in the Park, Stroud, hopes to acquire. 

 

9. 2019 T65 Early Medieval silver object fragment from Near King's Lynn, Norfolk  (NMS-

E5A5C4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5. The Committee viewed the fragment in light of this and noted 

its very small size. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £5. Norwich Castle 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

10. 2019 T266 Early medieval silver strap end from South Cambridgeshire District Area, 

Cambridgeshire (SF-C04911) 

The provisional valuer suggested £280-350. The Committee inspected the strap end in light of this. 

It felt that the piece was aesthetically appealing, and noted that the top end of the valuer’s 

suggested range was justified by the Committee’s past valuations of similar artefacts. In agreement 

with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £350. Royston Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

Medieval 

 

11. 17.11 Medieval silver brooch from Cilcain Community, Flintshire  

The provisional valuer suggested £70-100. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this. It 

noted the small size of the brooch but also its pleasing design. The valuation was felt to be well-

argued, with multiple references to earlier sales, and in agreement with the higher end of the 

valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £100. Flintshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

12. 17.22 Medieval gold finger-ring from Argoed Community, Caerphilly 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-900. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this. 

It felt that that the valuer had suggested useful parallels from the market but that her suggested 

range was slightly low, given the large size and appealing design of the ring. The Committee 

recommended £1,000. Winding House Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

13. 18.02 Medieval silver spoon from Nevern Community, Pembrokeshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-200. The Committee inspected the spoon in light of this. It 

acknowledged the poor condition of the piece but felt that the ownership mark contributed some 

interest which would make it slightly more valuable than had been suggested. The Committee 

recommended £220. Scolton Manor Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

14. 18.10 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring fragment from Cilcain Community, Flintshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-150. The Committee viewed the ring fragment in light of 

this and felt that the valuer had slightly overestimated its appeal, given the crude design and 



incomplete nature of the piece. The Committee recommended £90. Flintshire Museum or National 

Museum Wales hope to acquire. 

 

15. 18.16 Medieval silver brooch from Llanfynydd, Flintshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-70. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this, 

noting its small size. It commented that the provisional valuation was accurate and in agreement 

with the valuer, recommended £60. Flintshire Museum or National Museum Wales hope to 

acquire. 

 

16. 18.18 Medieval gold finger-ring from Mathern Community, Monmouthshire 

The provisional valuer suggested that the piece had a nominal market value (less than £100). The 

Committee viewed the ring in light of this, taking note of its incomplete and damaged state. In 

agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £80. Chepstow Museum or 

National Museum Wales hope to acquire. 

 

17. 2017 T836 Medieval silver finger-ring from Shipton Gorge, Dorset (DOR-9156AA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this. It agreed 

with the provisional valuer’s comments on the likely dating on the ring, expressing the view that 

the ring was likely to be 14th or 15th century in date. The Committee also agreed with the valuer’s 

estimation of the ring’s worth, and recommended £350. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

18. 2017 T1149 Medieval gold finger-ring from Little Hereford, Herefordshire (HESH-

171513) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350-400. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this. 

It noted that the ring was fairly small and that the provisional valuer was unenthusiastic in her 

appraisal, but the Committee felt the that turquoise added interest to the piece and that it was an 

attractive piece. It recommended £480. Herefordshire Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

19. 2018 T137 Medieval gold finger-ring from Rowsham, Buckinghamshire (ESS-12A8FB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-300. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this, 

commenting that the hoop might not be contemporary with the bezel. It acknowledged the 

distortion of the hoop but felt that the bezel itself was attractive enough to appeal to a buyer on the 

market. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £300. Bucks 

County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

20. 2018 T354 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Newchurch, Kent (KENT-ECA76E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this 

and acknowledged that while it was fairly crudely engraved it would be wearable and have appeal 

on the market. It felt that provisional valuation was slightly low, and it recommended £300. 

Folkestone Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

21. 2018 T395 Medieval gold finger-ring from Bratton Seymour, Somerset (OXON-90F253) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-250. This case was deferred to a subsequent meeting at the 

request of the interested parties. The Museum of Somerset hopes to acquire. 

 

22. 2018 T716 Medieval gold finger ring from Laneham, Nottinghamshire (LVPL-4CF277) 

The provisional valuer suggested £7,000-8,000. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of 

this. It commented on the large size of the ring and the appealing colour of the pink spinel, which 

made for an attractive piece. The provisional valuer was felt to have provided a well-argued report 

and in agreement with her, the Committee recommended £7,500. Bassetlaw Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

23. 2018 T801 Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Mickleton, Gloucestershire (WAW-315591) 

The provisional valuer suggested £220-280. The landowner submitted comments on the 

provisional valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it 

inspected the brooch. It noted that the landowner had supplied examples of two other Medieval 

silver brooches that had been sold at auction, but pointed out that these were of a different type 

than the piece in question, and therefore not very useful parallels. Nonetheless, the Committee felt 

that the zoomorphic quality of the Mickleton brooch contributed more to its appeal than the valuer 

had appreciated, and that it would achieve a higher figure at auction. The Committee recommended 

£400. Corinium Museum hopes to acquire.  

 



24. 2018 T886 Medieval gold brooch from Hursley, Hampshire (HAMP-D47643) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,400-1,500. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 

valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the brooch. 

and thanked the finder for his letter.  

 

The finder had firstly queried a parallel cited by the provisional valuer – Lot 0465 of Timeline 

Auctions sale of 21-25 February 2017, which she claimed made £1,500 but which the finder 

provided a clipping from Treasure Hunting magazine to show it had sold for £2,356. The 

Committee explained that here was no mistake and that the first figure of £1,500 was the auction 

hammer price, and that this was the figure the Committee equated to the market value of the piece. 

The higher figure reflected premiums applied by the auction house, which the Committee considers 

to be above and beyond the market value.  

 

The second example supplied by the finder, with clasped hands and rosette, was felt to be a more a 

complex piece and not a true guide to the value of the brooch in question. Nonetheless, the 

Committee felt that the Hursley brooch was more appealing than the valuer had allowed, and it 

recommeneded £1,850. Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire.  

 

25. 2018 T893 Medieval gold finger-ring from Bradfield, Essex (ESS-D7AAB8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,600-1,800. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light 

of this and noted that the valuation was well-supported with relevant parallels. It was also 

consistent with past valuation by the Committee for similar rings. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,700. Colchester and Ipswich Museums 

Service hopes to acquire. 

 

26. 2019 T339 Medieval gold finger-ring from Brighstone, Isle of Wight (IOW-4B397B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-300. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 

this and acknowledged the poor condition of the piece, but felt that the presence of the sapphire 

and the overall form warranted a higher value. It recommended £500. Isle of Wight Heritage 

Service hopes to acquire. 

 

27. 2019 T606 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Chisledon, Wiltshire (WILT-B3E706) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this 

and acknowledged that it was a substantial ring. It was noted that Timeline Auctions had sold rings 

of this type in the same range as the suggested price, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, 

the Committee recommended £350. Swindon Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

Post-Medieval 

 

28. 17.01 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Dyffryn Clwyd, Denbighshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £450-500. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 

this and noted the plain design but felt that the top end of the valuer’s suggested range was 

accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £500. 

Denbighshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

29. 17.04 Post-Medieval silver thimble from Pentyrch, Cardiff 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-60. The Committee examined the thimble in light of this. It 

noted both the damage it had suffered and the presence of the inscription, and in agreement with 

the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £60. The Museum of Cardiff hopes 

to acquire. 

 

30. 17.14 Post-Medieval silver bodkin Llanbedr Dyffryn Clwyd, Denbighshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £5-10. The Committee viewed the bodkin in light of this, noting 

that it was only a fragment of the original. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £10. Denbighshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

31. 17.20 Post-Medieval silver seal-matrix from Llangattock-Vibon-Avel, Monmouthshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee viewed the seal-matrix in light of this, 

commenting on the incomplete state. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £50. Monmouthshire Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

32. 17.23 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Dinas Powys, Vale of Glamorgan 



The provisional valuer suggested £300-350. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 

this and although it was misshapen, the Committee felt that the decoration and inscription made it 

slightly more appealing than the valuer had allowed. The Committee recommended £400. National 

Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 

 

33. 17.24 Post-Medieval silver seal-matrix from Llancarfan, Vale of Glamorgan 

The provisional valuer suggested £100. The Committee examined the seal-matrix in light of this 

and found both the dolphin-shaped handle and the presence of a date to be interesting features 

which would enhance its appeal on the market. The Committee recommended £150.  

National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 

 

34. 17.25 Post-Medieval silver-gilt medal from Brecon, Powys 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-150. The Committee examined the medal in light of this 

and commented that a number of these had been reported under the Treasure Act and acquired by 

museums. This was felt to be a nice example of the type except that it was broken and missing a 

section. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £125. Brecknock 

Museum/National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 

 

35. 17.26 Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Glyn Tarrel, Powys 

The provisional valuer suggested £180-240. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 

and acknowledged its poor condition. In agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested 

range, the Committee recommended £180. Brecknock Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

36. 18.06 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Caerwent, Monmouthshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-500. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 

this and noted that it was thin and distorted. Nonetheless the interesting inscription was felt to 

justify the figure suggested by the provisional valuer, and in agreement with her, the Committee 

recommended £450. Chepstow Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

37. 18.07 Post-Medieval silver cufflinks from Newbridge, Caerphilly 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-100. The Committee inspected the cufflinks in light of this. 

It noted that another set of Post-Medieval silver cufflinks from Devauden, Monmouthsire (case 

18.11) was also seen at the same meeting and that it had recommended a value of £100 for these. 

Finding the Newbridge cufflinks to be of similar attraction, it recommended £100. Winding House 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

38. 18.08 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Tintern, Monmouthshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,800-2,000. The finder submitted examples of other posy rings 

that he had seen offered for sale, to argue that the provisional value was too low. The Committee 

took account of these as it examined the finger-ring. It pointed out to the finder that his examples 

were all retail offerings rather than auction hammer prices, the figure that the Committee equates to 

the market value of a piece. The Committee commented that the ring was a large, appealing size, 

and felt that the top end of the valuer’s suggested range was accurate. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £2,000. Monmouthshire Museum Service hopes 

to acquire. 

 

39. 18.11 Post-Medieval silver cufflinks from Devauden, Monmouthshire 

The provisional valuer: Brett Hammond, £80-100. The Committee viewed the cufflinks in light of 

this. It noted that another set of Post-Medieval silver cufflinks from Newbridge, Caerphilly (case 

18.07) was also seen at the same meeting and that it had recommended a value of £100 for these. 

Finding the Devauden cufflinks to be of similar attraction, it recommended £100. Chepstow 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

40. 18.17 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress hook from Nolton and Roch, Pembrokeshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-100. The Committee examined the dress hook in light of this 

and commented on its appealing size and weight. It noted that it had recently valued a similar dress 

hook from Carlyon, Cornwall (2018 T520; CORN-2D1372) at £170 and felt that the piece uner 

discussion was of similar attraction. The Committee recommended £170. Haverfordwest Museum 

hopes to acquire. 

 

41. 18.19 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Llangyndeyrn, Carmarthenshire 



The provisional valuer suggested £700-800. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 

and commented on its small size and thin band, but also noted that memorial/mourning rings of 

this type were popular in the market. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £800. Carmarthenshire Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

42. 18.20 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Caersws, Powys 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-900. The finder, landowner and occupier made submissions 

on the circumstances of discovery and the permissions granted to search. The Committee took 

account of these as it considered the case. 

 

The Committee felt the ring featured an interesting inscription and that the valuation was well-

argued, so in agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, recommended £900.  

 

As for the apportionment of the reward, the evidence before the Committee suggested that the 

finder had acted in good faith and had believed he had the proper permission in place to search 

from the person entitled to give it. The Committee referred to paragraph 74 of the Treasure Act 

Code of Practice, which says in part:  

There may be occasions where an occupier for the time being, because of the extent and 
nature of his interest in the land, did not have the capacity to give permission and should 

not have done so: for example, an agricultural tenant may be prohibited from authorising 
a treasure search under the terms of his tenancy. It is not thought appropriate to abate the 

finder’s reward unless it appears to the Secretary of State that the finder was aware, or 

could reasonably have established, that the person who granted consent to enter into the 
land had no authority to do so. 

 

The Committee therefore felt the finder should be rewarded with the normal 50% share of the 

value. 

 

Further, on the issue of the occupier receiving a reward, the Committee referred to paragraph 75 of 

the Treasure Act Code of Practice, which says in part: 

If there is a dispute as to how a reward should be apportioned between the occupier of the 
land and the person having the superior interest (usually the owner), the Secretary of State 

will determine what is appropriate, acting on the advice of the Treasure Valuation 
Committee. 

  

The Committee felt that the landowner had demonstrated that as part of the tenancy agreement it 

had with the occupier, that it was entitled to the value for archaeological objects from the land in 

question. Therefore the Committee recommended that the other 50% of the value of the piece be 

allocated to the landowner.  Powysland Museum/National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 

 

43. 2016 T609 Post-Medieval silver-gilt badge from South Molton, Devon (DEV-1C5D34) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400. The Committee inspected the badge in light of this and felt 

that it was an appealing design with a historically interestingly motif that might appeal to the 

market slightly more than the valuer had suggested. The Committee recommended £450. 

Barnstaple and North Devon Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

44. 2018 T131 Post-Medieval silver buckle plate from Southminster, Essex (ESS-EAF990) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee examined the buckle plate in light of this 

and commented on the appealing engraving, but felt that the suggested value was appropriate given 

the damage. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £50. 

Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

45. 2018 T668 Post-Medieval silver-gilt object from Winteringham, North Lincolnshire 

(NLM-230D0D)  

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee viewed the object in light of this. It felt that 

the valuer had adequately accounted for the small size and interesting design of the piece, and in 

agreement with him, recommended £20. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

46. 2018 T1062 Post medieval gold finger-ring from Fordham, Cambridgeshire (SF-

CDA01A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-450. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this. 

It commented that this was a pleasing example of the type and that the valuer’s report was well-



argued. In agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, the Committee 

recommended £450. Ely Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

47. 2019 T223 Post-Medieval silver knife pommel from Haxey, North Lincolnshire (NLM-

94BA66) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee viewed the pommel in light of this but felt 

that the piece was of less commercial appeal than the valuer had allowed. The Committee 

recommended £15. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

48. 2019 T270 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Heydon, Cambridgeshire (BH-909B8D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £650-750. The finder and landowner submitted comments on the 

valuation and comparisons from the market. The Committee took account of these as it examined 

the finger-ring. It also learned that scientific analysis by the British Museum carried out just before 

the meeting confirmed that the gemstone was a ruby. 

 

The Committee commented that it was an interesting piece, which seemed to combine a 15th-

century bezel with the body of a 17th-century ring. This made for a rather confused appearance, but 

not an unattractive one. It was felt that the damage suffered by the ring would be difficult to repair, 

and that this would affect its potential on the market.  

 

The Committee also thanked the finder and landowner for their letter. In response it noted firstly 

that the increase in gold price over the last five years had little bearing on the valuation of such 

pieces, since their value is linked to their aesthetic appeal and collectability rather than their 

intrinsic worth. It also assured the finder and landowner that it had taken into consideration the 

parallels that they had provided, which were for larger, more appealing rings than the Heydon 

example, as well as the parallels cited by the provisional valuer.    

 

Having regard to all of the above, the Committee recommended a value of £950. The Norris 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Item 3: COINS 

 

Iron Age 

 

49. 2018 T95 Iron Age coins (269) and objects from Nursling, Hampshire (WILT-A9B1FB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5,270. This case was deferred to a subsequent meeting at the 

request of the interested parties. St Barbe Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

Roman 

 

50. 2017 T579 Roman coin hoard (12) from Leintwardine, Herefordshire (HESH-4E0894) 

The provisional valuer suggested £160-180. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and 

felt that the valuer had adequately accounted for their condition and collectability. In agreement 

with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £180. 

Herefordshire Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

51. 2017 T649 Roman cu-alloy coins from Rauceby, Lincolnshire (LIN-F6D516) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £54,000-56,000 for a selection of coins, and £19,000-20,000 for 

the remainder. The finders supplied their own valuation on the coins of £53,810-58,787 for the 

selection and £41,188 for the remainder. The Museum supplied comments as well. 

TVC Recommendation (as at 11/12/19): £55,000 for the selection, and £89,170 for the whole 

hoard. 

 

Following the meeting of 11/12/19, the Museum revised its selection of the coins it wishes to 

acquire. The Committee felt that it was not possible to extrapolate a figure for the most recent 

selection from its previous recommendation, and asked for a revaluation by the provisional valuer. 

The case will be seen again by the Committee once this is received.  

 

52. 2017 T847 Roman coin hoard (3) from Tamworth, Staffordshire (WMID-D00EFC) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-12. The Committee viewed the small hoard in light of this 

and in agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, recommended £12. The 

Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 



 

53. 2018 T218 Roman coin hoard (56) from Tebay, Cumbria (LANCUM-C9F5FF) 

The provisional valuer suggested £180-200. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and 

felt that they were in better condition than the valuer had allowed for. Additionally, the extant 

textile fragment was seen as an interesting component to the hoard, worthy of a small sum (£10) 

itself. The Committee recommended £310. Penrith and Eden Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

54. 2018 T658 Roman silver coin hoard (10) from Barnston, Essex (ESS-F908DA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £340. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light of this and 

expressed the view that the valuer had slightly overestimated the condition of the coins and that 

they would struggle to achieve the suggested figure. The Committee recommended £300. Saffron 

Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

55. 2019 T551 Roman silver coins (23) from Aldingham, Cumbria (LANCUM-E1AA41) 

The provisional valuer suggested £180-220. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and 

found the valuation to be slightly low, and recommended £285. The Dock Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

Medieval 

 

56. 2016 T96 Medieval coin hoard (9) from near Ilford, Essex (LON-97BE75) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120-150. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light of this 

and found the valuation to be well-argued based on the condition of the coins. In agreement with 

the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £140. Epping Forest District Museum hopes 

to acquire. 

 

57. 2019 T671 Medieval coin hoard from Deanshanger, Northamptonshire (NARC-851454) 

The provisional valuer suggested £510. The Committee viewed the two coins in light of this. In its 

view the valuer had overestimated their condition and that they were not in ‘VF’ or ‘VF+’ 

condition, meaning that the parallels cited were for better coins. This meant that the values of the 

two coins in question had also been overestimated, and the Committee recommended £300. 

Towcester Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Post-Medieval 

 

58. 18.09 Post-Medieval coin hoard from Llywel, Powys 

The provisional valuer suggested £175. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and felt 

that the valuer had slightly overestimated their appeal, and it recommended £150. Brecknock 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

59. 18.13 Post-Medieval coin hoard from Trefnant, Denbighshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £241. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light of this and 

noted that although the valuer had appreciated the generally unfavourable condition of the coins for 

the commercial market, his suggested value was still slightly high. The Committee recommended 

£210. Denbighshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

60. 2019 T136 Post-Medieval silver coin hoard (4) from Prees, Shropshire (LVPL-9BB78E) -

2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £330-370. The Committee saw the hoard at its meeting of 11th 

December 2019 and recommended £340. The finder submitted a private valuation for 

consideration.  The Committee took account of this as it viewed the small hoard. It noticed that the 

private valuer, whose credentials were not listed, suggested retail values for the coins. The 

Committee pointed out that it equated auction hammer prices, not retail prices, with the market 

value of items. It also felt that the private valuer had overestimated the condition of the coins. The 

provisional valuer on the other hand had graded the coins more realistically, and supported his 

suggestions with relevant evidence from previous sales. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 

the Committee recommended £350. Whitchurch Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

61. 2017 T867 Bronze Age gold bracelets (2) from Essex (CAM-21F97B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £45,000-50,000. The Committee examined the bracelets in light 

of this. It noted that they were of substantial weight and that they made an attractive pair. The 



valuation was felt to be well-supported by auction evidence and in agreement with the provisional 

valuer, the Committee recommended £50,000. Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

62. 2018 T799 Roman coin and object hoard from Wem area, Shropshire (LVPL-9CF012) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,200. The Committee examined the material in light of 

this. It noted the generally poor condition of the coins, which had been heavily clipped and the 

fragmentary nature of the ‘hack silver’ as well as the complete penannular brooch. It felt that the 

group was very interesting from an archaeological point of view but that it would have very limited 

appeal to a collector, and therefore would struggle to attract attention on the market. Accordingly, 

the Committee felt that the suggested valuation of £1,200 was accurate, and endorsed the valuer’s 

individual suggestions by finder for the coins and the penannular brooch, as well as the ‘bulk’ 

valuation for the unattributed coins and hack silver. This was broken down as follows: 

 

coins (bag one): £200 

 coins (bag two) £60 and penannular brooch £100. 

 coins (bag three): £155 

Unattributed coins as well as the hacksilver items £685 (to be split three ways by the finders).   

 

This meant recommended rewards of: 

  £214 

  £194 

 : £192 

 Landowner: £600 

 

Shropshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Item 4: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Further discussion following the meeting with provisional valuers: The Committee agreed that 

the provisional valuers played a very important role in the Treasure process and provided useful 

reports on the value of objects and coins which served to reassure interested parties that they were 

being treated fairly and that valuations were as accurate as possible. It recognised that since public 

money was used to pay for valuations, it was important to ensure that these were good ‘value for 

money’, and that it was right to strive for lower valued items to be dealt with at minimal expense 

but that higher value items would need more time invested by provisional valuers and hence would 

cost more, but that they were worth it.      

 

The Committee discussed several revisions to the previously proposed ‘Valuation Timetable’ 

which the Secretariat will tweak and circulate for discussion. These included introducing new 

categories for ‘Less than £100’, ‘Less than £50’, and ‘Nominal value (less than £20)’. 

 

The Committee suggested that for certain artefact types – Post-Medieval cufflinks, bodkins and 

Charles I medals, for example – it would be possible to assemble a ‘dossier’ of auction parallels 

and past Committee valuations which could be circulated to valuers and allow them to use that 

information for future valuations. The Secretariat agreed and wonders whether this could be a 

useful project for a volunteer to take up. 

 

The Committee also recognised that several valuers provided reports that were either less accurate 

than others, which cost more, or which were not as high quality. It suggested that where possible 

the Secretariat commission these valuers less often.  

 

Scientific Research: The Committee registered its thanks for the work that the BM’s Department 

of Scientific Research does in analysing items of Treasure under the Treasure Act. The Committee 

had heard that two members of staff in that department had recently tendered resignations, and it 

sought reassurance that items of Treasure would still be analysed when necessary. The Secretariat 

will enquire of the Head of Scientific Research for further information.  

 

Vacancies on the Committee Advertised: The Chair announced that the DCMS had launched 

campaigns to appoint two new members of the Committee, a Chair and Medieval coin expert. He 

encouraged members to draw the attention of potentially suitable candidates to these vacancies, 



while being clear that others would also be approached and that such notifications did not imply 

endorsement.  

 

Portable Antiquities Scheme and Treasure Act annual report launches – The launches of these 

annual reports will take place at 8:30am on 25th February 2020 at the British Museum. Members 

are encouraged to attend. 

 

 

Item 5: Next Meeting – Wednesday, 18th  March 2020 

 

 

 

Provisional valuations:

1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




