
Minutes 

 
Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 11th September 2019 

 
The meeting was held in the Sloan Room at 11:00am.  

 
Present: 

 

Committee   British Museum DCMS  Apologies 

Colin Renfrew (Chair)  Ayla Karaman  Paul Maley Harry Bain 

Gail Boyle   Meghan King    Roger Bland 

Jim Brown   Amy Marsh    Penny Rafter 

Marian Campbell  Ian Richardson (Sec.)  

Hetty Gleave 

Chris Martin 

 

 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of 10th July 2019 

 

Passed as a true record of the meeting.  

 

 

Item 2: Discussion on Provisional Valuation expenses 

 

The Treasure Act Code of Practice (para.66) states that ‘the Committee commissions reports from 

independent experts drawn from the trade on all items that come before it’. These are so-called 

‘provisional valuations’. The context for this discussion is the regular overspend, in recent years, 

on provisional valuations commissioned by the British Museum on behalf of the Committee, 

compared to the budget set from the money provided by the DCMS to carry out the Secretariat of 

the Committee. Valuers are paid at an hourly rate, so the more time they spend viewing objects and 

writing valuation reports, the higher their bills. 

 

The Secretariat forwarded Committee members a breakdown of the work of the members of the 

trade who are routinely consulted for provisional valuations, and their respective bills for that 

work. The Committee itself is familiar with the respective quality and usefulness of the work of 

valuers.  

 

The Committee observed that as a general rule, the cost of provisional valuations should be 

proportionate to the worth and commonality of the items being valued. Relatively low-value items, 

and those which are quite common Treasure finds, should only incur a minimal cost to have valued 

by a member of the trade. The Committee therefore proposed that the Secretariat draft templates 

for the most common items that come before it – examples of which would likely include Post-

Medieval silver cufflinks, silver-gilt dress-hooks, silver bodkins – which valuers could fill in with 

ease. ACTION: The Secretariat will draft a series of these to share with the Committee, for its 

approval, at an upcoming meeting.   

 

In the same vein, the Committee felt it would be appropriate to provide guidance to valuers on how 

long it expected them to take in producing a valuation report according to the type of item being 

valued. For examples, single items of the Post-Medieval period might be suggested to take no more 

than 10 minutes time to value while single items from the Early Medieval period might be 

suggested to take no more than 30 minutes to value. ACTION: The Secretariat will endeavour to 

come up with a list of expected times for these different scenarios. [NB – it is recognised however 

that less common objects of any period can be difficult to parallel and would require more time if a 

parallel is felt necessary]. 

 

However, the Committee noted that overall much of the current work of the valuers was felt to be 
efficient and a cost-effective. The high cost of valuations was in large part due to the rise in the 

number of cases of Treasure reported and the high number of those cases that museums wished to 

acquire, and to needed valuation. It was also due to the fact that many of those items being 

acquired by museums included important and rare items that required careful valuation and large 

hoards of material that required a substantial amount of time to enable valuers to look at every 



item. A good example of this are the Bronze Age hoards on this agenda from Havering, Greater 

London. These items were carefully boxed and bagged by the archaeological contractors who 

excavated them, but this meant that it required a valuer and his partner to spend all day at the 

British Museum, with the assistance of two members of staff, to be able to see each item in the 

hoard.  

 

The Committee commented that in an ideal scenario, hoards such as this – and the many coin 

hoards which come through the valuation process – could be left laid out on trays or tables in 

secure storage, so that valuers could view them much more quickly. This would inevitably save 

time and this money for the British Museum, but the Committee recognised that space may be a 

constraint in permitting this.  

 

The conclusion reached by the Committee was that whilst it can work with the Secretariat to make 

some changes to procedure to ensure that valuations are as cost-effective as possible, the 

requirements of the Code of Practice and the rising number of Treasure finds meant that it had little 

control over reducing most of the expense of provisional valuations. It drew attention to the recent 

high-profile case of the Chew Valley Hoard of 2,500 silver Anglo-Norman coins which the press 

speculated could be valued in the region of £1-£5 million, and pointed out that this hoard would 

come before it shortly and would require careful valuation by two or more valuers. This one case 

alone would likely use up a significant amount of the yearly budget to pay for provisional 

valuations. It was noted that this budget had been set in 2007, when the Memorandum of 

Understanding between the DCMS and BM was agreed, but that since that time the number of 

cases of reported Treasure had doubled. The Committee felt it would be unacceptable if a 

budgetary cap was placed on provisional valuations as to delay the valuation and processing of 

finds of Treasure would not only incur much public criticism, it would only exacerbate the problem 

for the next budgetary period. ACTION: Therefore the Committee agreed that the Chair should 

write to the British Museum and to the DCMS to make the point that they should look into how to 

sustain the valuation process and prevent cases from becoming delayed.      

 

 

 

Item 3: OBJECTS 

 

Bronze Age 

 

1. 16.14 Bronze Age hoard from Mawr Community, Swansea – 2nd valuation 

The provisional valuer suggested that the pieces had no commercial value. The landowner had 

submitted comments on the provisional valuation The Committee had seen the hoard at its meeting 

of 15th May 2019 and recommended £20. The landowner challenged the recommended valuation. 

The Committee took account of this as it viewed the hoard again. It explained that the hoard had 

been valued as a collection, since that it what was discovered and what the museum wished to 

acquire, and that it would not be recommending values for the single items. The objects are all 

non-descript and would have little commercial appeal, but collectively they form a small group of 

archaeological interest. Finding no evidence in the landowner’s submission to cause it to depart 

from its previous recommendation, the Committee confirmed a value of £20. It reminded the 

landowner that the valuation of £20 is a recommendation to the Secretary of State for the amount 

to be paid as an ex gratia reward, and not an offer. Swansea Museum/National Museum Wales 

hope to acquire. 

 

2. 2017 T362 Bronze Age copper-alloy axe head from Clyst St George, Devon (SOM-

DC854B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-180. The Committee viewed the axe head in light of this. It 

felt that the axe was slightly inferior to the first parallel provided by the provisional valuer, which 

had sold for £150 at Timeline Auctions in March 2011, and it recommended £120. Royal Albert 

Memorial Museum hopes to acquire. 

 
3. 2017 T921 Bronze Age gold-plated penannular ring from Shackleford, Surrey (SUR-

491236) 

The provisional valuer suggested £380-420. The Committee examined the penannular ring in light 

of this. It had seen and valued a number of similar examples previously. A recent example from 

Great Dunmow, Essex (2017 T427; ESS-046731) had been valued at £280. This was slightly 



lighter than the Shackleford ring, though of similar attraction. The Committee therefore felt that 

provisional valuation was slightly high, and recommended £320. Guildford Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

4. 2018 T222 Bronze Age hoard from Fareham, Hampshire (HAMP-4B38A6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £700-770. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and 

noted the difficulty that the valuer had in finding a parallel for the quoit-headed pin. The 

comparisons that she suggested (an Irish bronze zoomorphic brooch and a Bronze Age cloth pin) 

were observed by the Committee to be unhelpful and seemed to have caused her estimate to be 

higher than what the Committee felt was appropriate. It recommended £500. Hampshire Cultural 

Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

5. 2018 T724 Bronze Age hoard from Havering, Greater London 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,550. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this. It 

observed the valuer had done a thorough job in providing a detailed breakdown of a suggested 

value for each individual piece in the hoard, supported by evidence from the market. The 

Committee felt that these were realistic prices and in agreement with the total suggested by the 

valuer, the Committee recommended £3,550.  This case was considered alongside the other three 

Bronze Age hoard from Havering that were discovered as part of the same exercise, and the 

Committee endorsed the provisional valuation in each of those cases as well. The Museum of 

London hopes to acquire. 

 

6. 2018 T725 Bronze Age hoard from Havering, Greater London 

Provisional valuer suggested £2,597. See above for discussion of this case. 

Museum of London hopes to acquire. 

 

7. 2018 T726 Bronze Age hoard from Havering, Greater London 

Provisional valuer suggested £2,055. See above for discussion of this case. 

Museum of London hopes to acquire. 

 

8. 2018 T727 Bronze Age hoard from Havering, Greater London 

Provisional valuer suggested £1,334. See above for discussion of this case. 

Museum of London hopes to acquire. 

 

9. 2018 T737 Bronze Age hoard from Kirkby Stephen Area, Cumbria (LANCUM-085EAC) 

The provisional valuer suggested £290-£320. The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this. It 

noted, as the valuer acknowledged, that the comparison offered for the spear was in fact a dagger 

and was smaller in size. The Committee felt that the condition of the spear head in particular meant 

that the hoard would not reach the values suggested by the provisional valuer, and it recommended 

£250. Penrith and Eden Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Iron Age: 

 

10. 2016 T642 Iron Age gold ingot from Ellesborough, Buckinghamshire (BUC-AFCBCB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120. The Committee inspected the ingot in light of this and 

found the valuer’s reasoning to be sound. In agreement with him, it recommended £120. 

Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Roman: 

 

11. 2018 T734 Roman gold amulet from near Faversham, Kent (KENT-DD7BC3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,500-3,500. The Committee viewed the item in light of this. It 

acknowledged the rarity of the piece but also took account of its condition, which was felt to hinder 

its appeal. The parallels suggested by the valuer were mostly for objects of different types, so were 

not felt to be very useful guides. The Committee accepted that the ‘magical’ quality of the piece 

might make it commercially attractive, but felt that it would struggle to achieve the lower end of 

the valuer’s suggested range. The Committee recommended £2,200. Canterbury Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

 



Early Medieval  

 

12. 2016 T212 Early Medieval gold and gemstone pendant from Binbrook, Lincolnshire 

(NLM-ACB9CA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £8,500-9,350. The Committee examined the pendant in light of 

this. The Committee observed that the smokey quartz gemstone was attractive but felt that the 

valuer overestimated its ‘considerable impact’, especially when compared to the mosaic glass 

pendant from King’s Lynn area, Norfolk, quoted by the valuer (Treasure case 2009 T103). The 

mosaic glass, owing to its rarity in objects like this, would be much more attractive on the market. 

The other comparisons suggested by the valuer were also felt not to be useful guides to the price of 

this piece. Accordingly, the Committee felt that the piece had been significantly overvalued and it 

recommended £2,500. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 

 

13. 2016 T316 Early Medieval gold disc near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-7574B3) -2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-500. The Committee saw the disc at its meeting of 10th July 

2019 and recommended £250. The finder submitted a challenge to the valuation. The Committee 

took account of this as it viewed the piece again. It reminded the finder that in factoring in the price 

of gold, the appropriate figure to use would be the price at the time of discovery and not the current 

price, since the valuation is meant to be ‘as at the time of finding’ of the Treasure case. Finding 

nothing in the finder’s submission to cause it to amend its previous recommendation, the 

Committee recommended £250. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

14. 2016 T428 Early Medieval assemblage from Bicester, Oxfordshire (BERK-EABAD8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £700-900. The Committee inspected the assemblage in light of 

this and noted that it was archaeologically interesting, but felt that its severe fragmentation meant 

that it had limited commercial appear. The Committee recommended £500. Oxfordshire Museums 

Service hopes to acquire. 

 

15. 2017 T197 Early Medieval gold finger-ring from Horsington area, Lincolnshire (BH-

59ECD3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £550-605. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 

and felt that on the market it would struggle to achieve the lower end of the valuer’s suggested 

range. It recommended £500. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 

 

16. 2017 T634 Early Medieval gold and glass pendant from Rauceby area, Lincolnshire 

(BERK-C82D3E)  

The provisional valuer suggested £6,000-6,600. The Committee examined the pendant in light of 

this. It agreed with the valuer’s argument that the piece was of a similar level of attraction as the 

pendant from King’s Lynn area, Norfolk (Treasure case 2009 T103) but felt that the factor of 

inflation did not apply here as the market itself had changed at a different rate. The Committee 

recommended £5,750, which was the same as it had recommended for the King’s Lynn piece.  

The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire.  

 

17. 2017 T723 Early Medieval gold and garnet pendant from Horncastle area, Lincolnshire 

(LON-1CF565) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-440. The Committee viewed the pendant in light of this and 

noted the damage but observed that it had an appealing shape. In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, it recommended £400. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 

 

18. 2017 T1182 Early Medieval gold ingot from Loders, Dorset (SOM-E7F945) 

The provisional valuer suggested £728. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 

valuation, which he felt was too low. The Museum supplied comments, saying that it felt the 

provisional valuation was appropriate. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the ingot. 

In the Committee’s view the piece was a recognisable object and not just a lump of metal, which 

meant that it was not simply a matter of using the worth of the gold it contained to derive a value. 

The Committee felt that the value suggested by the valuer was slightly too low, and it 

recommended £850. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

19. 2018 T143 Early Medieval copper alloy strap-end from Brewood, Staffordshire (WMID-

5AC3B1) 





case 2013 T623) valued at £300. The Committee recommended £250. The Collection, Lincoln 

hopes to acquire. 

 

28. 2017 T1057 Medieval silver seal matrix from Near Nayland, Suffolk (SF-C3F0F5)  

The provisional valuer suggested £2,500. The Committee inspected the seal matrix in light of this 

and commented that the valuation was accurate and well-supported with knowledge of the market. 

In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £2,500. Moyses Hall 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

29. 2018 T397 Medieval silver seal matrix from Wincanton, Somerset (SUR-36D8C9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4,000. The Landowner supplied comments on attribution of the 

seal matrix to John de Wyke. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the seal matrix. It 

thanked the landowner for his letter. It acknowledged the likely connection of the seal matrix to a 

person recorded in history, and agreed this contributed to the appeal of the piece. It felt that the 

valuer’s suggestion did adequately account for this. For the sake of clarity, it also explained that 

with regards to the comparison piece quoted by the landowner (a gold seal matrix from Epwell, 

Oxfrodshire, valued at £25,000), such items are much rarer and sought after than silver examples 

and thus command significantly higher prices on the market. In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, it recommened £4,000. Museum of Somerset hopes to acquire. 

 

30. 2018 T504 Medieval silver finger-ring from Scrooby, Nottinghamshire (SWYOR-708B31) 

The provisional valuer suggested £70-90. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this. 

It felt that valuation range adequately accounted for the interest and condition of the piece, and in 

agreement with the valuer, it recommended £70. Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Post-Medieval 

 

31. 2017 T484 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from East Hendred, Oxfordshire (BERK-

D99048) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25-35. The Committee examined the dress-hook and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £30. Oxfordshire Museums Service hopes to 

acquire.  

 

32. 2017 T514 Post-Medieval silver thimble from Pendleton, Lancashire (LANCUM-5127BA) 

– 2nd viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £180-200. The finder had submitted comments on this, as he 

felt it was too low. The Committee saw the thimble at its meeting of 10th July 2019 and requested a 

second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,400. The 

Committee took account of all of this as it viewed the thimble again. It noted the slight damage to 

the thimble but took account of its large size and felt that the second valuer had demonstrated the 

market appeal for items of this nature. In agreement with him, it recommended £1,250. Lancashire 

County Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

33. 2017 T526 Post-Medieval silver scabbard chape from North Leigh, Oxfordshire (BERK-

910D4A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-120. The Committee inspected the chape in light of this and 

noted the damage but felt that its substantial size and the detailed design warranted a higher price. 

The Committee recommended £200. Oxfordshire Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

34. 2017 T744 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pin from Much Hadham, Hertfordshire (ESS-

EA2F78) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The Committee examined the pin in light of this and felt 

that the valuation was well-supported. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £30. Much Hadham Forge Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

35. 2017 T778 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pin from Spernall, Warwickshire (WAW-DED6A2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-70. The Committee viewed the pin in light of this and felt 

that the valuer’s report adequately appreciated the detail and attraction of the piece. In agreement 

with him, the Committee recommended £65. Warwickshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

36. 2017 T875 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Otterton, Devon (DEV-60D75D) 



The provisional valuer suggested £20-30. The Committee viewed the dress-hook in light of this 

and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £30. Fairlynch Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

37. 2017 T1071 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Thornton, Buckinghamshire (BUC-

EBE9E7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £650-750. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 

this and noted that it was similar to examples seen in the Cheapside Hoard. Despite its lack of a 

central stone, it was felt to be an attractive ring, and wearable. The Committee felt it would still 

possess considerable appeal if sold on the market, and it recommended £1,250. Buckinghamshire 

County Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

38. 2017 T1222 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Patching area, West Sussex (SUSS-

8F8989) 

The museum withdrew from acquiring this finger-ring prior to the meeting, so it was not officially 

valued. 

 

39. 2018 T184 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Whitchurch Canonicorum, Dorset 

(DEV-375361) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120-150. The Committee viewed the dress-hook in light of this. 

It commented that the piece was a nice examples of the type, but also noted that they were not rare 

discoveries. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £120. Dorset 

County Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

40. 2018 T186 Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Caudle Marsh, Dorset (SOM-3A56C1)  

The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Committee examined the seal matrix in light of this. It 

felt that the valuer accurately demonstrated the market-appeal of this piece in his report, and in 

agreement with him it recommended £200. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

41. 2018 T300 Post-Medieval silver cufflink element from Scaftworth, Nottinghamshire 

(SWYOR-2EFE4D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-50. The finder submitted a parallel from the market, which 

sold at Timeline Auctions for £113 (including buyers commission, so the hammer price would be 

lower). The Committee took account of this as it viewed the cufflink element. It had seen many of 

these in the past and observed that the sale of this piece was an anomaly and that most would sell 

for far less, as evidenced by the examples provided by the valuer. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £40. Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

42. 2018 T485 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Elford, Staffordshire (WMID-F1BC50)  

Provisional valuer suggested £280-300. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and 

observed that it was a pleasing size and wearable, and felt the worn inscription did not sufficiently 

detract from its appeal as to warrant the price suggested by the valuer. The Committee 

recommended £600. The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire.  

 

43. 2018 T501 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Chillington, Staffordshire (LVPL-

DE6A94)  

The provisional valuer suggested £600-700. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 

this and commented that it was small in size and dented, but took account of the decoration inside 

and out. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £600. The Potteries Museum 

and Art Gallery hopes to acquire.  

 

44. 2018 T722 Post-Medieval silver bodkin from Bingham area, Nottinghamshire (DENO-

BBDC6C)  

The provisional valuer suggested £180-200. The Committee inspected the bodkin in light of this 

and felt that the valuer’s report was well-argued, so in agreement with her, it recommended £180.  

National Civil War Centre – Newark Museum, hopes to acquire.  

 

45. 2018 T776 Post-Medieval silver terminal from Crosby Ravensworth, Cumbria (LVPL-

4B35A2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-50. The Committee viewed the terminal in light of this and 

in agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £45. Penrith and Eden Museum hopes to 

acquire. 



 

46. 2018 T819 Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Langar, Nottinghamshire (DENO-

883142) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-250. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this. 

It observed that it had valued similar items before, specifically a finger-ring from Parbold, 

Lancashire (Treasure case 2016 T545) valued at £400. The Committee therefore felt the 

provisional valuation was a little low, and recommended £300. The National Civil War Centre – 

Newark Museum, hopes to acquire.  

 

47. 2018 T922 Post-Medieval silver-gilt button from Tuxford, Nottinghamshire (DENO-

990A51)  

The finder and landowner waived their rewards so that Bassetlaw Museum could acquire at no 

expense. 

 

48. 2018 T1009 Post-Medieval silver-gilt spoon terminal from Abbots Bromley, Staffordshire 

(LEIC-FB4A8A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £70-80. The Committee viewed the spoon terminal in light of this 

and noted that it had considerable heft. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended 

£70. The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

49. 2018 T1031 Post-Medieval silver dress hook from Wilberfoss, East Riding of Yorkshire 

(YORYM-A0CC3D)  

The provisional valuer suggested £25-35. The Committee viewed the dress-hook in light of this 

and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £30. East Riding of Yorkshire 

Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

50. 2019 T125 Post-Medieval silver cufflinks from Tattenhall, Cheshire West and Chester 

(LVPL-986CE4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-50. The Committee viewed the cufflinks in light of this and 

noted that they were small and worn, but complete. The Committee recommended £65. Grosvenor 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Item 4: COINS 

 

Iron Age 

 

51. 2017 T974 Iron Age coin hoard (2) from Leafield, Oxfordshire (BERK-F4DF73) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and felt 

that this was an appropriate figure, and in agreement with the valuer, recommended £30. 

Oxfordshire Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

Roman 

 

52. 17.05 Roman coin hoard from Llancarfan, Vale of Glamorgan  

The provisional valuer suggested £195-240. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and 

felt that the top end of the valuer’s suggested range represented a reasonable estimate of the coins’ 

worth. In agreement with the valuer, the Committee recommended £240. National Museum Wales 

hopes to acquire. 

 

53. 2016 T753 Roman coin hoard (1,691) from Stoke Lyne, Oxfordshire (BERK-2C9948) – 

2nd viewing 

Provisional valuer suggested £10,000-11,000. The Committee saw the hoard, and the similar hoard 

from nearby (2016 T756) at the meeting of 10th July 2019. The finder submitted a challenge to the 

TVC’s respective recommendations of £5,000 and £4,000. The Committee took account of this as 

it viewed the hoards again. The Committee confirmed that the South Petherton hoard was a useful 

comparison, because it had been placed on the market all at once and allowed for the overall 

demand for the coins to be better observed. The South Petherton coins were also felt to be good 

quality. Finding nothing further in the finder’s submission to cause it to amend its previous 

recommendations, the Committee confirmed recommendations of £5,000 and £4,000. Oxfordshire 

Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 



54. 2016 T756 Roman coin hoard (588) from Stoke Lyne, Oxfordshire (BERK-A39DED) – 2nd 

viewing 

See discussion above. 

 

55. 2017 T57 Roman coin hoard (13) from Bishop's Lydiard, Somerset (SOM-7344B7) – coins 

#52-64 

The provisional valuer suggested that these coins had no commercial value. The Committee 

inspected the coins in light of that and felt that the coins had a nominal value. According, for this 

selection, the Committee recommended £15. However, it expressed concern that the hoard was 

being split and explained that it would have been desirable for the whole hoard to have been 

acquired by the museum. Museum of Somerset hopes to acquire. If the coins had not been returned 

already, it would have recommended a price of £150 for the whole hoard.  

 

56. 2017 T777 Roman coin hoard (628) from Askerswell, Dorset (DOR-FC933A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £35,000-40,000. One of the main finders submitted comments on 

the division of the finder’s share of the reward. The Committee examined the coin closely. It 

observed that many of the coins were not in great condition and therefore the bottom end of the 

valuer’s suggested range was deemed appropriate. The Committee recommended £35,000 for the 

whole hoard. 

 

As for the division of the reward, it saw evidence that the two main finders had agreed a split of 

35/65 for their share of the main lot of coins – those that they found. The Committee saw nothing 

to contradict this. The remaining nine finders who found individual coins had had specific values 

assigned to their coins by the provisional valuer. Since those values had formed part of the overall 

total of £37,750, and since the Committee had recommended a total of £35,000, which rounds to 

93% of the £37,750, it was felt appropriate to price those individual coins at 93% of the individual 

prices suggested by the valuer. This lead to valuations for the coins found by the following 

individuals as follows: 

 

    Value Finder’s share 

     

     

    

    

     

      

     

     

     

 Total   534.75 £267.375 

     

Total to be split by  = 35,000 - 534.75 = £34,465.25  

Half to landowner = £17,232.63     

     

35% to  = £6,031.42     

65% to  = £11,201.21     

     

Landowner to receive 17,232.63 + 267.37 = £17,500     

Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

57. 2018 T462 Roman coin hoard (5) from Kingstone, Staffordshire (DENO-A3E532) 

The provisional valuer suggested £140. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and felt 

that the overall price was slightly optimistic. It recommended £125 for the hoard. The Potteries 

Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

58. 2018 T603 Roman coin hoard (2) from Roxby cum Risby, North Lincolnshire (NLM-

5509A5 and NLM-5527B5)  

The provisional valuer suggested £35-45. The Committee examined the two coins in light of this 

and felt that the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range was accurate. In agreement with the 

valuer, it recommended £45. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 



59. 2018 T669 Roman coin hoard (2) from Winteringham, North Lincolnshire (NLM-22BA05 

and NLM-223EC3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £35-50. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 

noted that the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range was accurate. In agreement with the 

valuer, it recommended £35. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

60. 2018 T764 Roman coin hoard (3) from Bardney Area, Lincolnshire (LIN-9AA198) 

The provisional valuer suggested £90-110. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and 

felt that a figure at the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range was appropriate. In agreement 

with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £90. The Collection, Lincoln hopes to 

acquire. 

 

61. 2018 T797 Roman coin hoard (18) from Chalgrove, Oxfordshire (BH-9D4896) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15-20. The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this and 

concurred with the valuer’s view that they were in poor condition. In agreement with the valuer, 

the Committee recommended £20. Oxfordshire Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

Early-Medieval 

 

62. 2016 T577 Early Medieval pale gold pierced coin near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-E21854) 

– 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,200-1,500. The Committee saw the coin at its meeting of 10th 

July 2019 and recommended £1,000. The finder challenged the valuation and supplied comments 

from Timeline Originals. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the item again. It 

acknowledged that it had been overly pessimistic about the potential of the coin at its last meeting, 

and agreed that it was more likely to achieve a figure at the bottom end of the range suggested by 

the provisional valuer. It felt the price suggested by Timeline Auctions was too high. The 

Committee recommended £1,200. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

  

  

 

63. 2016 T991 Early Medieval gold pierced coin near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-59659C) – 2nd 

viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,200-1,500. The Committee saw the coin at its meeting of 10th 

July 2019 and recommended £1,000. The finder challenged the valuation, which he felt was too 

low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the coin again. It thanked the finder for his 

letter and the information that it contained but felt that these factors were adequately accounted for 

in its original recommendation. Finding nothing to cause it to amend that figure, the Committee 

recommended £1,000. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

64. 2017 T1017 Early Medieval silver pierced coin from Walton, Leeds (SWYOR-32B81D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15. The Committee examined the coin in light of this and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £15. Leeds Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Medieval 

 

65. 2018 T591 Medieval coin hoard (16) from Chillington Hall, Staffordshire (WMID-

FE7036) 

The provisional valuer suggested £476. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this. It was 

grateful for the valuer’s division of the coins into two groups, as this made the allocation of reward 

easier. The Committee felt that ‘Part I’ had been slightly overvalued, and recommended £250 for 

those coins, while those in ‘Part II’ were felt to be accurately valued. The Committee therefore 

recommended a total value of £430. The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

66. 2018 T598 Medieval silver coin from Thornton, Buckinghamshire (BUC-EC3A8E)  

The provisional valuer suggested £25-35. The Committee viewed the coin in light of this and noted 

that although the defacing was interesting, it meant the coin lost much of its value as a numismatic 

collectible. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £25. 

Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

67. 2018 T685 Medieval coin hoard from Hawkser, North Yorkshire (YORYM-8E80B6) 



The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this. It noted 

that they made an odd collection of coins to value, since they were fused together. The Committee 

felt the provisional valuation had overestimated their combined worth, and recommended £150. 

York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Item 5: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Digital Packs – The Secretariat reminded the Committee that it had now started to produce PDFs 

of the packs, so that if they felt they no longer required the packs to be physically printed out and 

sent to them, the Secretariat would be happy to comply. Individual members are encouraged to 

contact the Secretariat with any questions. 

 

 

Item 6: Next Meeting – Wednesday, 16th October 2019 

 

 

 

 

Provisional valuations:
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