
MINUTES 

 
Agenda for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 10th July 2019 

 
The meeting was held in the East Residence Meeting Room at the British Museum on 10th July 

2019 at c. 11:15am.  
 

Present: 

 

Committee   Other 

 

Colin Renfrew - Chair  Evelyn Silber (Scot. Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel) 

Harry Bain   Emily Freeman (Scottish Treasure Trove Unit) 

Roger Bland   Ayla Karaman – British Museum 

Gail Boyle   Amy Marsh – British Museum 

Jim Brown   James Pender – DCMS 

Marian Campbell  Penelope Rafter - DCMS 

Hetty Gleave   Paul Maley - DCMS 

Chris Martin   Ian Richardson – British Museum (Sec.) 

 

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of 15th May 2019 – The minutes were passed as a true record of 

the meeting. 

 

Item 2: Introduction of guests from Scottish Treasure Trove Unit and Scottish 

Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel (SAFAP) 

 

Emily Freeman, Officer in the Treasure Trove Unit, and Dr Evelyn Silber, the Chair of the Scottish 

Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel (SAFAP) were welcomed as observers to the meeting.  

 

Item 3: OBJECTS 

 

Bronze Age 

 

1. 16.18 Bronze Age hoard from Llanfrynach Community, Powys 

The provisional valuer suggested £480. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and 

observed that the gold item had been slightly undervalued by the finder; in recognition of this it 

recommended £500. Brecknock Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

2. 2017 T810 Bronze Age gold penannular ring from Westward, Cumbria (LANCUM-

C2543F) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £450-500. The Committee had seen the ring at its meeting of 20th 

March 2019 and recommended £480. The Landowner challenged this recommendation as being 

too low. The Committee took this into account and viewed the penannular ring again. It confirmed 

that it had valued the piece not just for its intrinsic gold content but with an appreciation of other 

factors including its age, aesthetic appearance and condition. The Committee felt that the 

landowner’s letter provided no new information to cause it to depart from its previous 

recommendation, and it confirmed a value of £480. Tullie House Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

3. 2018 T343 Bronze Age gold bulla from Shropshire Marches (HESH-43148A) 

The first provisional valuer suggested £230,000-253,000; the second provisional valuer suggested 

£200,000-220,000. The finder and landowner supplied a private valuation from  for 

£339,500. The museum supplied comments on the provisional valuations and the private valuation.  

The Committee took account of all of this information as it viewed the bulla. It 

acknowledged it as a stunning piece of metalwork of very rare form. It recognised the difficulty in 

valuing a piece with no precise market parallels, though it was reassured that the two provisional 

valuers, who drew on a range of Bronze Age gold material, much of which had been valued by the 
Committee over the last two decades arrived at fairly similar estimates. The Committee also 

appreciated that the provisional valuers had many years of experience of selling material from this 

period. 

The private valuer had used the valuations provided by the two provisional valuers as the 

basis for his suggested figure, averaging the values for past Committee recommendations as well 



as his opinion on what those values should have been, adjusted for inflation, with the value of a 

sale of Roman cameo cited by the second provisional valuer. The Committee commented on the 

difficulty in simply applying an inflation calculator to past recommended (or achieved) prices, a 

point made by the museum, and felt that this may have been one reason why the private valuer’s 

suggested price was, in the Committee’s view, too high.  

The Committee discussed the previous case of the Ringlemere Gold Cup, a very rare 

Bronze Age gold vessel found in 2001, which it had valued at £270,000 shortly thereafter. The cup 

was damaged, and its level of decoration was not as intricate as that found on the bulla. However, 

it was much larger, at 183.7g, compared to the 26.6g bulla.   

Having thoroughly considered all of the information in the valuations and the submissions, 

the Committee’s view was that on the open market the bulla would be worth a figure at the upper 

end of the range suggested by the second provisional valuer. The Committee recommended 

£250,000. 

The British Museum or Shropshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Iron Age: 

 

4. 18.04 Iron Age Chariot Burial from Llanstadwell, Pembrokeshire  

The provisional valuer suggested £38,000-41,800. The museum and the finder supplied comments 

on the provisional valuation; the finder felt that the suggested range was too low. The Committee 

took account of these comments as it viewed the artefacts. It acknowledged the incomplete 

condition of the pieces but felt that their design and decoration were evocative and appealing and 

that, when presented together, they would appeal to a buyer on the market.  

The Committee reassured the finder that it was aware of the parallels he cited; the 

illustrated example had been included in the valuer’s report and the Committee agreed with her 

assessment of it having a better patina and more elaborate workmanship than the comparable 

Llanstadwell piece.     

The museum had requested that the Committee provide a valuation for each of the 

artefacts in the assemblage. The Committee felt this was not possible to do but explained that in its 

view the majority of the value of the group was contained in the large horse brooch, and to a lesser 

degree the flat-ringed terret and the quadrilobed strap union. The other items, on their own, were 

felt to possess very little value, though they contributed to the appeal of the assemblage.  

On balance, the Committee felt that the provisional valuation was slightly low and that the 

group of artefacts possessed a ‘wow’ factor that would attract attention on the market. The 

Committee recommended £45,000. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire.  

 

[Colin Renfrew absented himself from discussion for the next case] 

 

5. 2016 T540 Iron Age-Roman silver brooch from South Cambridgeshire (CAM-C5B072) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-60. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and 

felt that a figure at the lower-end of the range was appropriate. In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, it recommended £40. The Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology hopes to acquire. 

 

[Colin Renfrew returned to the discussion.] 

 

Roman: 

 

6. 2018 T116 Roman gold finger-ring from Brampton, Cumbria (LANCUM-546209) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-1,200. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of 

this and commented on the interesting iconography, noting the distortion of the hoop. In agreement 

with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £900. Tullie House Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

7. 2011 T842 Roman assemblage from Piercebridge, Co Durham (Multiple PAS numbers) 

The first provisional valuer suggested £4,384 for the coins; the second provisional valuer suggested 

£17,000-24,000 for the objects.  

 

The Committee examined a representative sample of the coins and the highlight objects; having 

understood that the valuers had both been through all of the material. It commented on the 

impressive scale of the assemblage and the amount of time and effort it had taken the two divers to 

recover it all.   



It noted that the majority of the coins were very worn, though some retained an attractive 

patina. On balance, the Committee felt that the suggested price for the coins was on the 

conservative side, and that these could be rounded up to £5,000. It noted that the suggested price 

for some of the individual objects suggested by the second valuer seemed high (for instance the 33 

armour plates at £300-400) yet nonetheless the Committee was of the view that the totality of the 

group was worth the upper end of the valuer’s suggested range (£23,960). The Committee 

therefore recommended £29,000 in total.   

Durham University Museums hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Early Medieval  

 

8. 2016 T316 Early Medieval gold disc near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-7574B3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-500. The Committee viewed the disc in light of this. It 

noted that it was suggested that the item was a coin blank, and it was valuing it as such (other gold 

discs found in the same location had been smaller in size and were not regarded as coin blanks, and 

so were valued at much less). Nonetheless it felt that the provisional valuer had substantially 

overestimated the worth of the piece on the open market, and the Committee valuer it at £250. 

Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

9. 2016 T483 Early Medieval gold ring near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-7E3EDB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £220-250. The Committee examined the ring in light of this 

noted its very small size. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £220. 

Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

10. 2016 T484 Early Medieval gold setting near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-7E2323) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-120. The Committee viewed the setting in light of this and 

noted its poor condition and small size. It felt that the provisional valuer had overestimated the 

appeal of the item and recommended £50. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to 

acquire. 

 

11. 2016 T953 Early Medieval silver brooch hoard from Marbury, Cheshire (LVPL-590EDA) 

-4th viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £48,000 for the whole hoard; the second provisional valuer 

suggested £9,000-10,600 for the objects; the third provisional valuer suggested £5,000-5,500 for 

the coin; the fourth provisional valuer suggested £15,000-20,000 for the objects. The finder and 

landowner have submitted comments on the provisional valuations and a valuation from  

 for £30,000-£38,000 for the objects. 

The Committee had seen the case three times previously and at the last occasion (20th 

March 2019) requested another valuation, now received. The Committee therefore now had the 

input of four separate valuers that it had commissioned, plus the private valuation, from a valuer 

who the Committee is very familiar with. It recognised that there was a disparity between the 

figures suggested by the various valuers, and observed that the first valuation of £48,000 for the 

whole hoard was too high, while the second valuation of £9,000-10,600 for the objects was too 

low; the Committee felt that the true figure was somewhere between these.  

The Committee felt that the complete brooch was rare and very attractive and that it 

contained most of the value of the assemblage. The fragmentary brooches were regarded as 

interesting but worth much less. On balance, the Committee agreed a figure of £29,500 for the 

objects, and £5,500 for the penny of Wiglaf. Therefore it recommended £35,000.  

Nantwich Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

12. 2016 T957 Early Medieval grave assemblage from Rempstone, Nottinghamshire (PAS-

925F06) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,515-1,670. The Committee examined the assemblage in light 

of this and noted that all of the value was in the composite buckle. Its condition was felt to hamper 

its appeal, and the Committee found the provisional valuation to be slightly high. It recommended 

£1,500. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

13. 2016 T983 Early Medieval gold sheet disc from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-690636) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The Committee inspected the disc in light of this, noting 

that the suggested price was slightly conservative given the size of the piece. The Committee 

recommended £50. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 



 

14. 2016 T984 Early Medieval silver finger-ring fragment from near Woodbridge, Suffolk 

(SF-68EE97) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-60. The Committee viewed the fragment and acknowledged 

that it was at least a recognisable object; otherwise however it was felt to have little appeal. The 

Committee recommended £20. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

15. 2016 T985 Early Medieval silver pin fragment from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-

68C168) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15-20. The Committee examined the pin fragment in light of 

this; it noted that it had valued a much larger Early Medieval example with a polyhedral head at 

£60 but that it had been much more interesting. In comparison the near Woodbridge pin was seen 

to be overvalued, and the Committee recommended £10. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service 

hopes to acquire. 

 

16. 2016 T986 Early Medieval silver fragment from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-68A246) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee examined the silver fragment in light of this. 

It noted that in the past the same valuer had used identical rationale in valuing a similar piece 

(2017 T914; SWYOR-F740C5) and the Committee had found it sound, therefore it found no 

reason to disagree in this case. In agreement with the valuer, the Committee recommended £10.  

Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

17. 2016 T987 Early Medieval silver object from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-6892EF) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee examined the silver fragment in light of this. 

It noted that in the past the same valuer had used identical rationale in valuing a similar piece 

(2017 T914; SWYOR-F740C5) and the Committee had found it sound, therefore it found no 

reason to disagree in this case. In agreement with the valuer, the Committee recommended £10. 

Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

18. 2016 T988 Early Medieval silver ingot from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-68844D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15. The Committee examined the silver fragment in light of this. 

It noted that in the past the same valuer had used identical rationale in valuing a similar piece 

(2017 T914; SWYOR-F740C5) and the Committee had found it sound, therefore it found no 

reason to disagree in this case. In agreement with the valuer, the Committee recommended £15. 

Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

19. 2016 T989 Early Medieval silver ingot from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-68708B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £11. The Committee examined the silver fragment in light of this. 

It noted that in the past the same valuer had used identical rationale in valuing a similar piece 

(2017 T914; SWYOR-F740C5) and the Committee had found it sound, therefore it found no 

reason to disagree in this case. In agreement with the valuer, the Committee recommended £11. 

Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

20. 2017 T415 Early Medieval - Medieval silver finger-ring from near Tostock, Suffolk (SF-

35C0D5) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-300. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 

and noted its substantial size but poor condition. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 

recommended £200. Moyses Hall Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

21. 2017 T729 Early Medieval silver brooch from Weston Rhyn, Shropshire (WREX-

D5FC73) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-600. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this 

and noted that although only a fragment, it was large and possessed beautiful detail. In agreement 

with the provisional valuer, it recommended £500. Shrewsbury Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

22. 2017 T736 Early Medieval gold pendant from Elham, Kent (KENT-C162C6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-1,200. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this 

and noted that it had valued a more complete, less damaged example (2017 T674; NMS-B42421) 

at £1,250. Therefore it felt a figure slightly below that was appropriate for the Elham pendant, and 

in agreement with the valuer, it recommended £1,100. Folkestone Museum hopes to acquire. 

 



23. 2018 T110 Early Medieval gold pendant and silver pin from Bisham, Windsor & 
Maidenhead (BUC-370F50) - 2nd viewing
The provisional valuer suggested £2,010-2,210. The Committee had seen the pendant and pin at its 
meeting of 15th May 2019 and recommended a figure of £1,510. The finder submitted a challenge 
to this, arguing that the valuation was too low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the 
pendant and pin again.

The Committee thanked the finder for his letter. It explained that the absence of the form 

of decoration on the pendant in other Early Medieval gold pendants did not in itself make the piece 

more desirable on the market, nor did being ‘unique’. What mattered more was the aesthetic appeal 

and the amount of detailed craftsmanship visible in the piece, which the Committee felt was much 

less than in the other examples cited by the provisional valuer and the finder. It sympathised with 

the finder’s disappointment in having hoped that the provisional valuation would also be the value 

that the Committee recommended, but reminded him that the provisional valuation is only the 

starting point for the Committee’s discussions on the value of an object, and it often recommends 

figures below or above those suggested by the valuers.  

Finding nothing further in the finder’s submission to cause it to depart from its previous 

recommendation, the Committee confirmed a value of £1,510. Buckinghamshire County Museum 

hopes to acquire. 

24. 2018 T405 Early Medieval silver pin from Near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-FFB4E8)

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee inspected the pin in light of this and 
commented that a similar pin (2016 T482; SF-7E5FA0) had previously been valued by the 
Committee at £160. This indicated that the provisional valuation for the piece in question was too 
low, and the Committee recommended £100. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to 
acquire.

Medieval 

25. 16.24 Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Cwm Community, Denbighshire

The provisional valuer suggested £400-600. The Committee viewed the pendant in light of this and

felt that it was an attractive piece, with its two-sided nature contributing to its interest. The

Committee recommended £700. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire.

26. 2016 T317 Medieval to Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring fragment from near

Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-7557F9)

The provisional valuer suggested £10-15. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this

and in agreement with the valuer, recommended £10. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service

hopes to acquire.

27. 2016 T318 Medieval silver sheet from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-753DE1)

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The Committee viewed the sheet in light of this. The

piece was seen to be unusual and interesting, though rather flimsy. In agreement with the

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £40. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service

hopes to acquire.

28. 2017 T419 Medieval silver badge from Barston, Solihull (WAW-B11303)

The provisional valuer suggested £80-100. The finder has submitted comments on the provisional

valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the badge.

The valuer’s report was felt to be well-argued. The Committee thanked the finder for his letter but

explained that the parallels that he had provided were for objects that were larger, complete and

more appealing (in the case of the boar badge, due to its association with Richard III, a popular

figure). One of the finders examples, the bear, was observed to be a retail sale, which is over and

above the auction hammer price that the Committee tries to estimate.

The Committee explained that the finder is welcome to commission his own independent 

valuation should he so wish, and to submit that valuation at a later meeting. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £80. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

29. 2017 T625 Medieval silver-gilt strap end from Tarrant Crawford, Dorset (DOR-764B4D)

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee viewed the strap end in light of this and

noted that it was broken, but nonetheless possessed an aesthetic appeal. The Committee

recommended £30. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire.



30. 2018 T243 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from near Stanton, Suffolk (SF-FSC838)

The provisional valuer suggested £350-400. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of

this and commented on its large size. It noted that the valuer seemed to believe that the ring was

lighter than it actually was (4.38g) and that her comparisons were in the 2 – 3 gram range.

Nonetheless the Committee noted that it had valued a lighter Medieval silver-gilt ring of this type

(2015 T203; SF-2FC8A9) at only £150, and it therefore felt that the upper end of the valuer’s

suggested range was accurate, and it recommended £400. Moyses Hall Museum hopes to acquire.

31. 2018 T419 Medieval gold finger-ring from Godshill, Isle of Wight (IOW-E85B37)

The provisional valuer suggested £4,000-5,000. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light

of this and felt that it was attractive and that the provisional valuation was well-argued and

supported by evidence from the market. The Committee had recently valued another Medieval gold

iconographic ring featuring a saint (2017 T517; ESS-7CA61A) at £4,500, and this finger-ring

seemed to be of equal appeal. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee

recommended £4,500. Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire.

32. 2018 T448 Medieval silver-gilt strap end from near Gisleham, Suffolk (SF-E34143)

The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee viewed the strap end in light of this. It noted

the slight damage but felt the flower decoration was appealing. The Committee recommended £50.

Moyses Hall Museum hopes to acquire.

33. 2018 T602 Medieval silver finger-ring fragment from Bray, Berkshire (SUR-67EEA7)

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and

commented that the condition was very poor. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it

recommended £20. Windsor and Royal Borough Museum hopes to acquire.

34. 2018 T672 Medieval gold finger-ring from Greete, Shropshire (WAW-B7ACF2)

The provisional valuer suggested £300-350. The Committee examined the piece in light of this and

noted that it was light and delicate, but commented that it was very-well made and despite missing

its stone would still attract attention on the market. The Committee recommended £700.

Shropshire Museums hopes to acquire.

Post-Medieval 

35. 2015 T462 Post-Medieval silver-gilt ring fragment from Puddletown, Dorset (DOR-

11ED1E)

The provisional valuer suggested £40-60. The Committee inspected the ring fragment in light of

this and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £40. Dorset County Museum

hopes to acquire.

36. 2016 T314 Post-Medieval silver pin head from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (TBC)

The provisional valuer suggested £10-15. The Committee viewed the pin head in light of this and

in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £10. Colchester and Ipswich Museums

Service hopes to acquire.

37. 2016 T813 Post-Medieval silver dress fitting fragment from Brimsfield, Herefordshire

(HESH-E4F502)

The provisional valuer suggested £30. The Committee examined the dress fitting fragment in light

of this and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £30. Herefordshire Museums

Service hopes to acquire.

38. 2017 T36 Post-Medieval silver bodkin fragment from Holt, Dorset (DOR-E402A9)

The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee inspected the bodkin fragment in light of

this and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £10. Priests’ House Museum

hopes to acquire.

39. 2017 T580 Post-Medieval silver thimble from Bridgnorth South area, Shropshire (HESH-

4E1ABA)

The provisional valuer suggested £100-150. The Committee examined the thimble in light of this.

It noted the damage to the piece but felt that the presence of the inscription added to its appeal. In

agreement with the upper end of the valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £150.

North Gate Museum hopes to acquire.



40. 2017 T842 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Church Eaton, Staffordshire (WMID-

D0544E) – 4th  viewing

The Committee had seen this ring on three previous occasions; most recently on the 15th of May

2019 when it asked the provisional valuer for comments on her valuation, drawing to her attention

several comparanda provided by the finder. This the valuer had done, and she suggested a revised

valuation of £800-900. The finder submitted further comments to accompany this.

The Committee took all of this into consideration as it viewed the ring again. It found the 

revised discussion by the valuer to be helpful and it agreed with many of the observations she 

made about this ring regarding its relative attraction. The Committee explained again that the 

 reference that he enclosed was a retail price, above and beyond the auction hammer price 

that the Committee was trying to estimate. 

The Committee had at the same meeting valued another inscribed mourning ring (2018 

T678; SF-7BB4E1) which weighed twice as much, at £1,350. In comparison to this, the valuer’s 

revised range for the Church Eaton ring seemed accurate, and the Committee recommended £900. 

The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire 

41. 2017 T844 Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Stone with Bishopstone and Hartwell,

Buckinghamshire (PAS-05D58A)

The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Committee inspected the seal matrix in light of this

and felt the valuer’s report was accurate and well-supported. In agreement with him, the

Committee recommended £200. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire.

42. 2017 T942 Post-Medieval gold posy ring from Lillington, Dorset (DOR-75F9FC)

The provisional valuer suggested £2,000-2,500. The Committee viewed the posy ring in light of

this. It found the inscription to be interesting, and noted that it was a lovely piece whose good size

and shape would generate appeal on the market. The Committee recommended £2,700.

Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire.

43. 2017 T1049 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring St Cuthbert Out, Somerset (GLO-B00497)

The provisional valuer suggested £800-1,000. The finder submitted comments on the provisional

valuation which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the finger-

ring. The Committee thanked the finder for his email but pointed out that the examples he provided

were not useful guides in demonstrating the appeal of this ring, however, since the first was of

earlier date and was being offered by  (and was thus a retail price, not an auction hammer

price) and the second retained all of its original enamelling. Nonetheless the Committee

commented that the finger-ring was attractive and that the provisional valuer’s suggested range

was too low. It recommended £1,800. Wells and Mendip Museum hopes to acquire.

44. 2018 T161 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Grimston, North Yorkshire (SWYOR-

90285C)

The provisional valuer suggested £500-700. The Committee examined the piece in light of this. It

commented that it had valued a similar artefact (2017 T754; WMID-559471) at £400 but that this

was slightly damaged and the gilding not as well-retained. Therefore in agreement with the

provisional valuer, it recommended £600. York Museums Trust hopes to acquire.

45. 2018 T403 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-FFB6E5)

The provisional valuer suggested  £700-800. The finder submitted comments on the provisional

valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the finger-

ring. It thanked the finder for his letter. It explained that given the number of Post-Medieval gold

finger-rings on the market, factors such as wear and tear would put off prospective buyers to a

certain degree. Nonetheless the Committee felt that the valuer had slightly underappreciated the

appeal of this ring. It had valued a ring of similar form (2014 T792; WILT-8F308A) at £800, and it

felt that the near Woodbridge ring had more attraction. The Committee recommended £1,000.

Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire.

46. 2018 T520 Post-Medieval silver gilt dress hook from Carlyon, Cornwall (CORN-2D1372)

The provisional valuer suggested £150-200. The Committee inspected the dress hook in light of

this and noted that it had valued a smaller artefact of similar form (2016 T303; DOR-606417) at

£120, and so the suggested range here seemed correct. In agreement with the provisional valuer,

the Committee recommended £170. Fowey Museum hopes to acquire.



47. 2018 T568 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Felixstowe, Suffolk (SF-9977A7)

The provisional valuer suggested £8,000-10,000. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of

this. It had felt that the suggested range was quite high, but noted that the design of the ring was

different than other memento mori rings that had come before the Committee, and that the ‘skull’

iconography was popular at the moment. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee

recommended £8,000. Felixstowe Museum hopes to acquire.

48. 2018 T678 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from near Wrentham, Suffolk (SF-7BB4E1)

The provisional valuer suggested £1,200-1,400. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light

of this. At the same meeting it had valued a similar ring, though smaller in size (2017 T842;

WMID-D0544E) at £900, and it felt that the valuer’s suggested range accurately represented the

appeal of the Wrentham ring in comparison. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the

Committee recommended £1,350. Halesworth Museum hopes to acquire.

Item 4: COINS 

Iron Age 

49. 2017 T938 Iron Age silver coins (11) from Bere Regis, Dorset (DOR-74EB47)

The provisional valuer suggested £240-300. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and

felt that the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range was accurate. In agreement with the

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £300. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire.

50. 2018 T120 Iron Age gold coins (5) from Tarrant Crawford, Dorset (DOR-7D3F2C)

The provisional valuer suggested £4,800. The museum supplied comments to say that the

provisional valuation was slightly too high. The Committee took account of this as it inspected the

coins. It felt that the suggested amount was for the most part accurate, despite the museum’s

concerns over the presence of two coins of two types (1&2 and 4&5) and the effect that might have

on their individual values. However, the Committee felt that coin 3 was indeed overvalued, and for

that reason the value of hoard would be lower than the figure suggested. The Committee

recommended £4,500. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire.

51. 2018 T766 Iron Age gold coins (3) from Bardney area, Lincolnshire (LIN-9B1936)

The provisional valuer suggested £1,750. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and

found the suggestion to be a conservative estimate, and that the second coin in the catalogue in

particular was a nice example which could achieve more on the market. The Committee

recommended £2,000, broken down as follows:

Coin 1: £500 

Coin 2: £1,000 

Coin 3: £500  

The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 

52. 2018 T841 Iron Age coin from Adisham, Kent (coin #6 only) (KENT-032C0A)

The provisional valuer suggested £200-250. The Committee viewed the coin in light of this and felt

that the report was well argued and that the lower end of the range was correct. In agreement with

the provisional valuer, it recommended £200. The British Museum hopes to acquire.

Roman 

53. 17.17 Roman coin hoard from Llanddona, Anglesey

The provisional valuer suggested £517. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this. It

commented that the coins were in a good state of preservation and that the valuation was too

conservative. The Committee recommended £600. Oriel Ynys Mon hopes to acquire.

54. 17.28 Roman coin hoard from Vaynor, Merthyr Tydfil

The provisional valuer suggested £240-280. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and

in agreement with the top end of the valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £280. Cyfartha

Castle hopes to acquire.

55. 2015 T956 Roman coin hoard (57) ftom Tickhill, South Yorkshire (SWYOR-5669FC)



The provisional valuer suggested £220-250. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 

noted that they were very common coins in an unattractive condition. It observed that the valuer 

had added a £30 premium to the coins to account for the fact that they had provenance; the 

Committee felt this was unnecessary and that they would not achieve this ‘boost’ on the market. 

The Committee recommended £200. Doncaster Museum hopes to acquire. 

56. 2016 T575 Roman silver coin near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-E2ED29)

The provisional valuer suggested £12-15. The Committee examined the coin in light of this and in

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £15. Colchester and Ipswich Museums

Service hopes to acquire.

57. 2016 T576 Roman silver coin near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-E2CC32)

The provisional valuer suggested £25-30. The Committee inspected the coin in light of this and in

the Committee’s view the condition of the coin did not warrant a value as high as that. The

Committee recommended £20. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire.

58. 2016 T753 Roman coin hoard (1,691) from Stoke Lyne, Oxfordshire (BERK-2C9948)

The provisional valuer suggested £10,000-11,000. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light

of this. It observed that the hoard consisted of a large number of mostly copper-alloy coins of the

same denomination and featuring common emperors. The Committee felt that if placed on to the

market all at once, the coins would struggle to achieve the individual values that the valuer had

used to extrapolate the range for the hoard. As an example of this, the Committee cited the sale of a

hoard of similar nature from South Petherton, Somerset (disclaimed Treasure case 2013 T775;

SOM-B7CA61) in 2016. Using the prices achieved in that sale for similar coins in this hoard, and

taking account of the relative rarities, the Committee agreed a recommendation of £5,000 for this

group. Oxfordshire Museums Service hopes to acquire.

59. 2016 T756 Roman coin hoard (588) from Stoke Lyne, Oxfordshire (BERK-A39DED)

The provisional valuer suggested £5,000-6,000. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this.

They were found in close relationship to the 1,691 coins reported under Treasure case number

2016 T753 (‘Stoke Lyne I’) and the provisional valuation was felt to be similarly over-optimistic,

in as far as it overestimated the appeal of the common coins from the hoard were it to be placed on

the market all at once. However, this hoard also contained more rarities, including two coins of the

Emperor Laelian, which the Committee felt had the potential to do well at a sale. Taking this into

account, the provisional valuation for the hoard was felt to only be slightly too high, and the

Committee recommended £4,000. Oxfordshire Museums Service hopes to acquire.

60. 2016 T990 Roman coin near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-57790F)

The provisional valuer suggested £25-30. The Committee inspected the coin in light of this and in

agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £30. Colchester

and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire.

61. 2017 T841 Roman gold cut coin from Middleton, Northamptonshire (NARC-B63118) –

2nd viewing

The first provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,500. The Committee saw the coin at its meeting of

15th May 2019 and requested a second valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested £800.

The Committee examined the coin in light of this and repeated the observation from the last

meeting that a whole coin of this type would be worth a significant amount, but that the portion

that had been found possessed significantly less appeal to the coin collector. In agreement with the

second valuer, the Committee recommended £800. Corby Heritage Centre hopes to acquire.

62. 2017 T848 Roman silver coin (#2 in catalogue) from Hanslope, Milton Keynes (BUC-

9298E5)

The provisional valuer suggested £1,500. The Committee viewed the coin in light of this and felt

that the provisional valuer had slightly overestimated the worth of the coin. It recommended

£1,350. The British Museum hopes to acquire.

63. 2017 T909 Roman silver coins (62) from Stainfield, Lincolnshire (LIN-CDD02A)

The provisional valuer suggested £1,800-2,100. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this

and felt that the valuation was well argued and supported by relevant examples. It agreed with the

breakdown valuation suggested by the valuer (£1,200 for finder 1; £750 for finder 2) and

recommended £1,950 in total. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire.



64. 2017 T913 Roman cu-alloy coins (7) from Riseholme, Lincolnshire (LIN-F68DE3)

The provisional valuer suggested that the coins had no commercial value. The Committee

examined the coins and agreed that they were in poor condition but felt they possessed a nominal

worth, and recommended £15. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire.

65. 2017 T1159 Roman gold coins (2) from Corhampton & Meonstoke, Hampshire (HAMP-

EA53A6)

The provisional valuer suggested £2,700. The Committee viewed the two coins in light of this. It

noted the unfortunate scratch across the nose of the emperor on one of the coins but felt this was

adequately accounted for by the valuer, who provided what the Committee felt were useful

examples to support his valuation. In agreement with him, the Committee recommended £2,700.

Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire.

66. 2018 T34 Roman - Early Medieval coin pendant from Sandown, Isle of Wight (IOW-

27A7E8)

The provisional valuer suggested £320-360. The Committee examined the coin pendant in light of

this. It noted that the coin was a common type and quite worn, but felt the suggested range was

accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £350. Brading

Roman Villa hopes to acquire.

Early-Medieval 

67. 2016 T577 Early Medieval gold pierced coin near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-E21854)

The provisional valuer suggested £1,200-1,500. The finder supplied comments on the provisional

valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the coin. It

thanked the finder for his letter but it disagreed with his assessment that the piercing would not

affect the value of the coin – indeed in the Committee’s view the coin would be even less

appealing to collectors than the valuer had appreciated. The Committee recommended £1,000.

Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire.

68. 2016 T960 Early Medieval coin hoard (3) from St. Mary Bourne, Hampshire (BERK-

B2EFBE)

The provisional valuer suggested £3,500-3,950. The finder submitted comments to argue that the

provisional valuation was too low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the small

hoard. It thanked the finder for all of the information he provided. In the Committee’s view the

provisional valuation for coins A and C was too low, and it assigned individual values as follows:

Coin A- £2,400 

Coin B- £350 

Coin C - £1,600 

which were slightly higher than the valuer’s suggested ranged, and which it felt accounted for the 

rarity and condition of the pieces. In total, the Committee recommended £4,350.   

Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 

69. 2016 T991 Early Medieval gold pierced coin near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-59659C) The 

provisional valuer suggested £1,200-1,500. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of these comments as it 
inspected the piece. As with an earlier pierced coin from the same area (2016 T577; SF-E21854) 
the Committee disagreed that the contention that a piercing would not adversely affect the value of 
the coin, and again it felt that the piece had been slightly overvalued by the provisional valuer. The 
Committee recommended £1,000. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire.

70. 2017 T762 Early Medieval coin hoard from Bere Regis, Dorset (DOR-6CB45E) – 2nd 

viewing

The provisional valuer suggested £2,200. The Committee saw the coin hoard at its meeting of 20th 

March 2019 and recommended £2,500. The finder submitted comments and examples from the 
market to argue to challenge the recommended figure. The Committee took account of this as it 
viewed the coins. The Committee observed that the of the comparisons supplied by the finder, 
those with the highest prices attached (e.g. from  coins and  coins) appeared



to be retail prices, rather than the hammer price from auction sales. The retail price is usually 

substantially higher than a hammer price, which is the figure the Committee equates with the 

market value. Nonetheless, the Committee agreed that, as demonstrated by recent sales at DNW 

and by the finders comparanda, the second coin of the two had been undervalued, and was worth 

more than the figure originally recommended. Overall, the Committee recommended £3,200. 

Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

71. 2017 T929 Early Medieval gold coin pendant from Hoo St Werburgh, Kent (KENT-

5E6A92) – 4th viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £12,000-15,000; the second provisional valuer suggested 

£8,000-12,000. The Committee had seen the pendant at three previous meetings, and at the meeting 

of 20th March 2019, it recommended £10,000. The museum challenged the recommendation and 

supplied further comments as to why the valuation was too high; the finder also challenged the 

valuation as being too low.  

 The Committee took account of both of these submissions as it viewed the pendant again. 

It acknowledged that the piece was difficult to interpret and that the museum and the second 

provisional valuer disagreed on its manner of construction. That said, the Committee felt that the 

previously recommended value of £10,000 was still correct, and that no evidence in the museum’s 

or finder’s submissions was provided to cause it to depart from that figure. The Committee 

confirmed a value of £10,000. It also explained to the finder that for him to appeal to the Secretary 

of State would cost nothing, and that he could simply write or email his appeal if he so wished. He 

should contact the Secretariat for more information on how to do so. The British Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

72. 2017 T1228 Early Medieval coin hoard (3) from Chiseldon, Wiltshire (WILT-ECA5DA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £290-320. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light of this 

and felt that the valuer’s report was well argued. In agreement with him, the Committee 

recommended £300. Swindon Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

73. 2018 T265 Early Medieval coin hoard (4) from Parish of Birdforth, North Yorkshire 

(DUR-0979A9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350-400. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and 

felt that the top end of the valuer’s suggested range was appropriate. In agreement with him, it 

recommended £400. York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

Medieval 

74. 2018 T440 Medieval coin hoard (25) Near Halesworth, Suffolk (SF-CF46B8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £650-700. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 

observed that they were in poor condition and that the suggested range was therefore much too 

generous. The Committee recommended £400. Halesworth Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

ADDITIONAL CASE: 

 

75. 2017 T514 Post-Medieval silver thimble from Pendleton, Lancashire (LANCUM-5127BA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £180-200. The finder submitted evidence that the provisional 

valuation was too low. The Committee took account of this as it examined the thimble. The 

Committee thanked the finder for his letter and pointed out that some of the results provided 

included the buyer’s premium, which the Committee considered to be over and above the auction 

hammer price. It observed that there was a large variation in the results of sales for thimbles, as 

they could appeal to specialist collectors. This example was seen to be of large size, heavy and 

with a nice inscription. The Committee felt that it would benefit from a second valuation before 

making a recommendation, so it requested the Secretariat to commission one and it will consider 

the case again when that is received. Lancashire County Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Item 5: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 

Item 6: Next Meeting – The date of the next meeting was moved to Wednesday 11th of 

September 2019 – in the Hartwell/Sloan Room of the British Museum.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 




