
WORKING MINUTES 

 

Agenda for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 26 September 2018 

 

The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 26 

September at c. 11:15am. Finds are available for inspection from 10:15am and you’re 

welcome from that time. 

 

Present: 

 

Committee   British Museum DCMS  Apologies 

Colin Renfrew (Chair)  Ayla Karaman  Sarah Lewis Marian Campbell 

Harry Bain   Amy Marsh    Hetty Gleave 

Roger Bland   Mafalda Raposo 

Gail Boyle   Ian Richardson (Sec.) 

Jim Brown 

Chris Martin 

 

 

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of  1st August 2018 

 

The minutes were passed as a true record of the meeting. 

 

Item 2: OBJECTS 

 

Note on finds from Woodbridge area, Suffolk 

This meeting saw the Committee consider a number of cases from the productive site at 

Woodbridge area, Suffolk. The finders sent one letter regarding the valuations of all of these 

cases, which the Committee took into account. The Committee assured the finders that it 

considered the relative effect of the provenance of these items on their value, when making its 

recommendations. 

 

Bronze Age 

 

1. 2017 T321 Bronze Age hoard from Selling, Kent (KENT-4AFBE4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £90. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and, 

acknowledging that it was composed of broken fragments, felt that the suggested values were 

accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £90. Dover Museum 

hopes to acquire. 

 

2. 2017 T200 Bronze Age gold penannular ring from near Aldeburgh. Suffolk (SF-

6CDBFB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £550-600. The Committee examined the penannular ring in 

light of this and agreed that the ring was of a type less commonly seen on the market, but felt 

that the valuer had adequately considered that factor in her report. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £550. Colchester & Ipswich Museum 

Service hopes to acquire. 

 

3. 2017 T1115 Bronze Age hoard from Newbald, East Riding of Yorkshire (YORYM-

BEFC9F) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1500-1700. The Committee viewed the hoard in light of 

this and commented that the valuer’s report was thorough and considered, and in agreement 

with the lower end of her suggested range, it recommended £1,500. The British Museum 

hopes to acquire.  

 

4. 2016 T618 Bronze Age hoard from Manston, Kent (KENT-495597) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,000-3,300. The Committee inspected the axe heads in 

light of this, and noted that it was one of two hoards of the same type of artefacts found by the 

same individual over consecutive years. The Committee felt that the valuer had correctly 



judged the current worth of axes of this type; it pointed out that there was a chance that if all 

of the axes were put on the market at the same time that this might have a depreciative effect 

on their individual prices, but the valuation was felt to account for that. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £3,000. Dover Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

5. 2017 T459 Bronze Age hoard from Manston, Kent (KENT-593613) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,200-3,520. The Committee viewed the hoard in light of 

this and in the knowledge that this was the second of two hoards (the other being 2016 T618) 

of similar artefacts found by the same individual over consecutive years. As with the other 

case the Committee felt that the valuer’s assessment of the desirability of the palstave axe 

heads in this hoard was accurate, and in agreement with the lower end of her suggested range, 

it recommended £3,200. Dover Museum hopes to acquire. 

  

Roman 

 

 

6. 2014 T888 Roman silver fragment from Woodbridge area, Suffolk  

The provisional valuer suggested this piece had no commercial value. The Committee 

examined the piece in light of this and as it probably constituted a recognisable ancient 

artefact, it recommended £10. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

7. 2014 T890 Roman silver object from Woodbridge area, Suffolk  

The provisional valuer suggested £10-15. The Committee viewed the object in light of this and 

in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £10. Colchester & Ipswich Museum 

Service hopes to acquire. 

 

8. 2018 T26 Roman silver finger-ring fragment from Ryther cum Ossendyke, North 

Yorkshire (SWYOR-8CDA64) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-30. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 

this. Although it was only a fragment of the original piece and therefore would only be worth a 

fraction of the price of the whole object, the Committee felt that its large size and distinctive 

shape made for a more appealing artefact than the valuer had appreciated. The Committee 

recommended £50. York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

9. 2016 T107 Roman silver finger-ring from Newark area, Nottinghamshire (DENO-

4AF996) 

The provisional valuer suggested £90-100. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 

this and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £100. Newark Museum hopes 

to acquire 

 

10. 2017 T355 Roman silver finger-ring from Melton Ross, North Lincolnshire (NLM-

7632F8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £260. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this. 

It pointed out that this was large example of a recognisable type of ring which had appeared on 

the market before. The valuer’s suggestion was felt to be slightly high, and the Committee 

recommended £260. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Early Medieval 

  

11. 2015 T114 Early Medieval silver fragment from Woodbridge area, Suffolk 

The provisional valuer suggested that the piece had no commercial value. The Committee 

viewed the fragment in light of this and felt that it had a nominal value, and recommended 

£10. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

12. 2017 T1085 Early Medieval silver strap-end from Tamworth, Staffordshire (WMID-

44BCB5) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee examined the strap-end in light of this 

and agreed that it only had a nominal value. In agreement with the provisional valuer’s 

suggestion, it recommended £10. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 



 

13. 2017 T226 Early Medieval silver neck ring from Bishopstone, Wiltshire (SUR-

FE9653) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-45. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 

valuation, which he felt was overly negative. The Committee took account of these as it 

examined the neck ring. It noted the extent of the damage to the find and observed that the 

piece was archaeologically interesting but that its commercial appeal was lower, and therefore 

its financial worth would not be high. For that reason it felt that the valuer’s suggestion was 

only slightly too low, and the Committee recommended £50. Salisbury Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

14. 2015 T481 Early Medieval silver ingot from Woodbridge area, Suffolk 

The provisional valuer suggested £45-55. The Committee viewed the ingot in light of this and 

in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £50. Colchester & Ipswich Museum 

Service hopes to acquire. 

 

15. 2015 T115 Early Medieval gold setting from Woodbridge area, Suffolk  

The provisional valuer suggested £45-50. The Committee inspected the piece in light of this. It 

noted the extensive damage that the setting had suffered, and felt that the suggested value was 

slightly too high. The Committee recommended £40. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service 

hopes to acquire. 

 

16. 2017 T364 Early Medieval silver hooked tag from Hanslope, Milton Keynes (LEIC-

DF7392) 

The provisional valuer suggested £45-55. The Committee viewed the hooked tag in light of 

this and in agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s range, recommended £55. 

Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

17. 2017 T1153 Early Medieval silver-gilt brooch fragment from Calbourne, Isle of 

Wight (IOW-B26F91) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-60. The Committee examined the brooch fragment in 

light of this. It felt that that parallels cited by the valuer were not very similar to the artefact in 

question; nonetheless they provided a context for the suggested valuation range. In agreement 

with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £40. Isle of 

Wight Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

18. 2018 T335 Early Medieval gold boss from Brighstone, Isle of Wight (IOW-C4057B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £70-80. The Committee examined this item at the same time 

as another gold boss, from Tilney All Saints, Norfolk (2017 T750; ESS-EDE63A). The Tilney 

All Saints boss was seen to be larger and more complete, and the Committee valued it at £140. 

In comparison, the boss from Brighstone, which was observed to be damaged, was felt to be 

slightly overvalued by the provisional valuer, and the Committee recommended £50. Isle of 

Wight Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

19. 2017 T750 Early Medieval gold boss from Tilney All Saints, Norfolk (ESS-EDE63A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120-150. The Committee examined this item at the same 

time as another gold boss, from Brighstone, Isle of Wight (2018 T335; IOW-C4057B). The 

Brighstone boss was smaller and damaged, and the Committee valued it at £50. In comparison, 

the more complete Tilney All Saints boss was felt to be more attractive. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £140. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

20. 2014 T894 Early Medieval strap-end from Woodbridge area, Suffolk  

The provisional valuer suggested £180-200. The Committee inspected the strap-end in light of 

this and noted its appealing size and decoration. In agreement with the higher-end of the 

valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £200. Colchester & Ipswich Museum 

Service hopes to acquire. 

 



21. 2017 T1207 Early-Medieval copper-alloy and silver strap end from West Chaldon, 

Dorset (WMID-79C4A8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300. The Committee examined the strap-end in light of this. 

It felt that the comparisons cited from Timeline Auctions were not a useful indication of the 

value of this piece. The Committee referred to a similar strap-end from Froxfield, Hampshire 

(2017 T288; HAMP-90F259) that it had valued at £600. It believed the appeal of these two 

strap-ends to be about the same, and the Committee therefore recommended £600. Dorset 

County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

22. 2017 T1084 Early Medieval silver mount from Rugeley, Staffordshire (WMID-

448800) 

The provisional valuer suggested £320-350. The Committee viewed the mount in light of this 

and acknowledged that it was a substantial piece with an appealing presence. In agreement 

with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £320. 

Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

23. 16.34 Early Medieval silver arm ring from Jeffreystone Community, Pembrokeshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £350-380. The Committee viewed the arm ring in light of 

this. It noted that the piece had come from the same vicinity as an earlier Treasure find (13.07) 

which was another section of arm ring and which the Committee had valued at £300. As the 

valuer pointed out, this was the closest parallel that she could find to the piece in question, and 

given that the earlier piece featured surface decoration (absent from 16.34) which would have 

added to its appeal, the Committee felt that 16.34 would not command a higher price on the 

market. The Committee therefore recommended £300. National Museum of Wales hopes to 

acquire.  

 

24. 2015 T932 Early Medieval gold setting from Woodbridge area, Suffolk  

The provisional valuer suggested £300-500. The Committee inspected the setting in light of 

this and pointed out that it represented only a small portion of the original artefact that it had 

been part of, and that it was itself damaged. It therefore felt that the suggested value was too 

high, and it recommended £180. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

25. 2017 T874 Early Medieval silver strap-end from Staple Fitzpaine, Somerset (DEV-

60981B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-500. The Committee viewed the strap end in light of 

this and commented that it was an appealing piece and more attractive than the parallels cited 

by the valuer, as he himself acknowledged. In agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s 

suggested range, the Committee recommended £400. The Museum of Somerset hopes to 

acquire. 

 

26. 2017 T960 Early Medieval gold and garnet pendant from Gayton, Norfolk (NMS-

B1F206) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £650-750. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 

valuation along with examples of other Early Medieval pendants the Committee had valued in 

the past. The Museum also supplied comments in reaction to those, and suggested the 

Committee seek a second provisional valuation.  

 

The Committee took account of these comments as it viewed the pendant. It agreed that the 

piece had been valued too low by the provisional valuer, especially when compared against the 

previous pieces valued by the Committee which the finder had drawn attention to. The 

Committee felt that rather than commission a second valuation it could rely on its own 

knowledge and expertise to arrive at what it felt was a fair estimation of the market valued of 

the pendant, and it recommended £1,100. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Medieval 

 

27. 2017 T52 Medieval silver annular brooch fragment from Winteringham, North 

Lincolnshire (NLM-2128C2) 



The provisional valuer suggested the piece had no commercial value. The Committee 

examined the brooch fragment in light of this and felt that it had some nominal worth, and 

recommended £10. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

28. 2018 T368 Medieval silver annular brooch from Brighstone, Isle of Wight (IOW-

DFBEDA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-25. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this 

and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £25. Isle of Wight Museum 

Service hopes to acquire. 

 

29. 2016 T696 Medieval silver mount from Martinstown, Dorset (WMID-8F9128) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30. The Committee examined the mount in light of this. It 

noted that the valuer did not provide any commercial parallels but it noted that it had valued a 

larger, more figurative mount from Tanlan Banks, Flintshire (13.18) at £80. In comparison, the 

suggested value for the Martinstown mount was felt to be slightly low, and the Committee 

recommended £40. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

30. 2017 T776 Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Askerswell, Dorset (LEIC-E76E71) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The finder supplied comments from a private valuer 

 at ‘Wear the Past’) and links to sales of other brooches. The Committee took account 

of these as it viewed the brooch. It noted that the provisional valuation was slightly low, and 

referenced a similar, though slightly more brooch from Colyton, Devon (2015 T899; DEV-

311CC1) that the Committee had valued at £70. The Committee felt that the private valuer’s 

estimation was, on the other hand, too high. The Committee recommended £60. Dorset County 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

31. 2015 T212 Medieval silver annular brooch from Leckhampstead, Berkshire (BERK-

A9B4DB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 

felt that the suggested value was slightly high, given the miniscule size. The Committee 

recommended £40. West Berkshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

32. 2017 T604 Medieval silver-gilt badge from Kedington, Suffolk (SF-A66556) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120. The Committee inspected the badge in light of this. It 

noted that it had valued another badge from this period at a slightly higher figure, and it 

recommended £150. Moyses Hall Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

33. 2018 T66 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Charlton Mackrell, Somerset (GLO-

480292) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-200. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of 

this and observed that the suggested range was quite low, pointing out that the ring was in 

wearable condition and that it had seen similar examples that had been valued higher, 

including one from Wales (15.17) that it had valued at £350. The Committee recommended 

£300. The Museum of Somerset hopes to acquire. 

 

34. 2018 T149 Medieval silver finger-ring from Draycott-in-the-Moors, Staffordshire 

(WMID-7A582A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £180-200. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light 

of this and, noting its small size, felt that the suggestion was accurate and consistent with other 

known examples. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 

£180. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

35. 2016 T522 Medieval silver-gilt iconographic finger-ring from Sturminster Marshall, 

Dorset (DOR-D076F7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-300. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of 

this and felt that this was an accurate assessment of the worth of the piece. In agreement with 

the provisional valuer, it recommended £300. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 



36. 2017 T667 Medieval gold finger-ring from Nayland-with-Wissington, Suffolk (SF-

750A31) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-£1,200. The Committee examined the finger-ring in 

light of this and noted that it was small in size but featured an appealing inscription. Despite 

the absence of its stone setting, the Committee felt that the lower end of the suggested range 

was accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £1,000. Moyses Hall 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

37. 2017 T920 Medieval gold finger-ring from Swyncombe, Oxfordshire (SUR-49938E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,500-£3,000. The finder and landowner supplied 

comments on the provisional valuation. The Committee read the comments from the finder 

and the landowner and took account of them. It found the provisional valuation to be well-

argued and supported with relevant examples from the market. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £2,700. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes 

to acquire. 

 

38. 2017 T982 Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Wilton, North Yorkshire (YORYM-

1CB322) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-£300. The Committee had seen the brooch at its 

meeting of 1st August 2018 and recommended £100. The finder challenged the recommended 

valuation. The Committee considered the piece again in light of this. It thanked the finder for 

his letter, and expressed sympathy for the finders annoyance and embarrassment. It explained 

that under the terms of the Treasure Act Code of Practice the Committee was required to 

commission a provisional valuation from an expert in the antiquites trade, which it had done, 

but that its recommendation to the Secretary of State had to be based on its own views, 

garnered from the knowledge and experience of its members. The provisional valuation is 

intended to inform the Committee’s decision, but does not preclude it. The Committee often 

finds itself in agreement with a provisional valuation but in many cases recommends a figure 

which is higher or lower than the provisional valuation, as indeed it had at this very meeting. It 

appreciated the frustration caused when the provisional valuation departs substantially from 

the Committee’s own final valuation, and assured the finder that the Committee itself 

experiences frustration when such a discrepancy occurs. For further reading on the subject, the 

Committee referred the finder to an article in Digging Deep issue 16, the newsletter of the 

National Council for Metal Detecting (NCMD), written by Trevor Austin.  

 

As for the valuation of this brooch, the Committee examined it again and referred back to a 

piece from Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire (2014 T944; LANCUM-285905) that it had valued 

earlier at £120, and felt that this served as a useful parallel to the brooch in question. Therefore 

the Committee raised its valuation to £120. York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

39. 2017 T287 Medieval gold reliquary pendant from Farnham area, Essex (ESS-

8F991E) – 2nd viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £3,000-3,500. The Committee saw the brooch at its 

meeting of 13th June 2018 and deferred making a recommendation whilst it sought more 

information to reassure it about the likely date of manufacture of the piece. In the meantime, a 

second provisional valuation was received, suggesting a value of £5,000-7,000. The finder 

wrote to the Committee with comments and it took account of these as it considered the case 

again.  

 

The Committee pointed out that it had not received a formal report from the British Museum 

Scientific Research Department but that it had asked for the view of several scientists and a 

former member of the Committee and expert in Medieval artefacts. It expressed a desire to be 

able to take account of the views of those individuals but agreed that if it were to do so, those 

individuals comments should also be shared with the interested parties in this case. 

Accordingly, it asked the Secretariat to secure the consent of those individuals to pass on their 

comments to the interested parties, and provided the consent is granted, to send the comments 

on and schedule the case to be considered again at the next meeting.  

 

Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 



 

Post-Medieval 

 

40. 2017 T1073 Post-Medieval silver finger-ring from Thornton, Buckinghamshire 

(BUC-EC4308) 

Provisional valuer suggested this item had no commercial value; the finder and landowner 

waived any right to a reward so that Buckinghamshire County Museum could acquire it at no 

expense. 

 

41. 2017 T1001 Post-Medieval silver bell fragment from Low Burnham, North 

Lincolnshire (NLM-F70AA6) 

Provisional valuer suggested £5-£10. The Committee viewed the bell fragment in light of this 

and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £10. North Lincolnshire Museum 

hopes to acquire. 

 

42. 2018 T24 Post-Medieval silver dress component from High Melton, Doncaster 

(SWYOR-8C2395) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-£20. The Committee inspected the dress component in 

light of this and noted that similar small artefacts (e.g. 2015 T624) had previously been valued 

by the Committee in the same range. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 

recommended £20. Doncaster Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

43. 2016 T777 Post-Medieval silver buckle from Church Eaton, Staffordshire (WMID-

67F916) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee examined the buckle in light of this and 

in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £20. The Potteries Museum & Art 

Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

44. 2018 T170 Post-Medieval silver bell (incomplete) from Church Eaton, Staffordshire 

(WMID-FF4AA2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee examined the bell in light of this and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £20. The Potteries Museum & Art 

Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

45. 2018 T223 Post-Medieval silver ear scoop from Misterton, Somerset (SOM-4ABE67) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25. The Committee inspected the item in light of this noted 

that it was incomplete and damaged, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, 

recommended £25. Museum of Somerset hopes to acquire. 

 

46. 2014 T600 Post-Medieval silver- gilt dress hook from Woodbridge area, Suffolk  

The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee viewed the dress hook in light of this. It 

noted that it had valued similar examples (for example, the more substantial 2016 T620; 

YORYM-49BDAC) at slightly higher than this, and it recommended £50. Colchester & 

Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

47. 2017 T195 Post-Medieval silver cufflinks from Therfield, Hertfordshire (BH-350B81) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-£50. The Committee examined the cufflinks in light of 

this and despite the broken link, felt that the presence of two cufflinks added to the appeal of 

the find. In agreement with the higher end of the suggested range, the Committee 

recommended £50. Royston Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

48. 2018 T122 Post-Medieval silver button from Worlaby, North Lincolnshire (NLM-

D7006B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-£70. The Committee viewed the button in light of this 

and in agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, recommended £50. 

North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

49. 2017 T575 Post-Medieval silver toothpick from Charlton Musgrove, Somerset (SOM-

4DB7AA) 



The provisional valuer suggested £50-£70. The Committee viewed the toothpick in light of 

this and observed that it was broken and distorted, facts which it felt would prevent it from 

achieving the figure suggested by the valuer. The Committee recommended £40. The Museum 

of Somerset hopes to acquire. 

 

50. 2017 T1010 Post-Medieval silver dress hook from Stourport on Severn, 

Worcestershire (WMID-06023F) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120. The Committee inspected the dress hook in light of 

this and noted that it was a common type and that the valuer overestimated its potential appeal 

on the market. The Committee recommended £60. Worcestershire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

51. 2016 T567 Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Stalbridge, Dorset (SOM-

4B8A1E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-£120. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of 

this and in agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, recommended £120. 

Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

52. 2016 T303 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress fastener from Weymouth and Portland, 

Dorset (DOR-606417) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-£140. The Committee viewed the dress fastener in light 

of this and felt that the suggested range was accurate. In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, the Committee recommended £120. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

53. 2016 T966 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress hook from South Hams, Devon (DEV-

DBD9B0) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Committee inspected the dress hook in light of 

this acknowledged the large size and only slight damage suffered by the piece. It was felt that 

the suggested figure was slightly too high, and the Committee recommended £150. Plymouth 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

54. 16.03 Post-Medieval silver-gilt hawking whistle from Wenvoe, Valeof Glamorgan 

The provisional valuer suggested £250. The Committee examined the whistle in light of this 

and commented on its attractive form and delicate manufacture. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, it recommended £250. National Museum of Wales hopes to acquire. 

 

55. 2017 T1089 Post-Medieval silver cufflink from Cornwood, Devon (DEV-54DB39) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300. The Committee examined the cufflink in light of this. 

It observed that it had seen a similar item at the same meeting, from Therfield, Hertfordshire 

(2017 T195, BH-350B81) and valued that case at £50. The cufflink from Cornwood featured 

an unbroken connecting link but was nonetheless felt to be vastly overvalued by the valuer. 

The Committee recommended £65. Plymouth Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

56. 2018 T237 Post-Medieval silver vervel from Near King's Lynn, Norfolk (NMS-

5C4634) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-£350. The Committee examined the vervel in light of 

this and commented that the suggested range accurately captured the level of desire for these 

items on the market. In agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, it 

recommended £300. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

57. 2014 T552 Post-Medieval silver seal-matrix from Edenbridge, Kent (KENT-E0682C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250. The Finder supplied comments on the provisional 

valuation. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the seal matrix. The Committee 

observed that it was a very attractive piece and more appealing than the valuer had 

appreciated. The Committee recommended £500. Eden Valley Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

58. 2016 T264 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Barnham, West Sussex (SUSS-

7CE182) 



The provisional valuer suggested £1,200. The Committee examined the ring in light of this 

and, observing that it was large, impressive ring, felt that it required the opinion of a second 

valuer in order to make a proper recommendation. It deferred a recommendation until that 

valuation is received.  

Littlehampton Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

59. 2018 T417 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Brighstone, Isle of Wight (IOW-

807F5B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,000-£2,200. The Finder supplied comments on the 

provisional valuation. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the finger-ring. The 

Committee noted the appealing decoration and unique inscription but felt that these were 

adequately appreciated by the valuer. In agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s 

suggested range, the Committee recommended £2,200. Isle of Wight Museum Service hopes 

to acquire. 

 

60. 2016 T779   Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Fressingfield, Suffolk (SF-772FD9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,500-£4,500. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in 

light of this and noted that it was an attractive example. The valuer’s report was felt to be well-

argued and supported by relevant parallels from the market. In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, the Committee recommended £4,000. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to 

acquire. 

 

 

61. 2017 T979 Post-Medieval silver spoon from Brandsby, North Yorkshire (YORYM-

1C5DCA) – 2nd viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £1,500-2,000.  The Committee saw the spoon at its 

meeting of 1st August 2018 and requested a second provisional valuation. The second 

provisional valuer suggested £2,500-£3,000. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 

valuations. The Committee took account of these as it examined the spoon again. It assured the 

finder that provenance on the artefact, and also the damage that it had suffered from, had been 

taken into consideration by the valuers and the Committee itself. It felt that the second 

provisional valuation in particular was more accurate and the Committee was grateful for the 

valuer’s thoroughly researched presented report. In agreement with the lower end of the 

second valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £2,500. York Museums Trust 

hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Item 3: COINS 

 

Roman 

  

62. 2014 T893 Roman coin from Woodbridge area, Suffolk 

The provisional valuer suggested £35-£45. The Committee examined the coin in light of this 

and noted that it was in good condition. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £45. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

63. 2015 T933 Roman coin hoard (5) from Woodbridge area, Suffolk  

The provisional valuer suggested £35-£48. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this 

and expressed the view that the two unclipped siliquae in particular were undervalued, and 

were closer to £30 each in value. The Committee recommended £80 in total. Colchester & 

Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

64. 2016 T457 Roman coin hoard (283) from Pattingham, Staffordshire (WMID-047036) 

The provisional valuer suggested £140-180. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this 

and acknowledged that they were in very poor condition, however the suggested valuation 

range was felt to be slightly low. The Committee recommended £225 for the hoard. The 

Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 



65. 16.13 Roman coin hoard (82) from Esclusham, Wrexham 

The provisional valuer suggested £5,000-£6,000. The Committee inspected the coin hoard in 

light of this. It commented that the valuation was well-supported with relevant examples from 

the market, and precisely worked out. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £5,500. The National Museum of Wales hopes to acquire. 

 

66. 2015 T452 Roman coin hoard (440) from South Warwickshire (WMID-7AECFC) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100,000-£150,000. The Committee viewed the coins in 

light of this and felt that, especially as the hoard was likely to be worth a substantial sum of 

money, it required a second provisional valuation. It asked the Secretariat to commission that 

valuation and agreed to consider the hoard again when it is received. Warwickshire Museum 

hopes to acquire. 

 

NB: The Committee asked that the second valuation be carried out  It also 

asked that the coins be laid out in trays; especially the second half of the hoard (the more 

recent coins) and those likely to be worth more than £250 each.  

 

67. 2017 T7 Roman coin hoard (only 7 coins being acquired, #158, #159, #161, #236, 

#410, #440 & #683) from Harbridge, Hampshire (WILT-D0A939) – 2nd viewing  

The provisional valuer had suggested £1,000-£1,200 for these coins. The Committee saw them 

at its meeting of 1st August 2018, where it recommended £1,150 for the group. The Museum 

submitted a challenge to the valuation. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the 

coins again. It noted that the challenge pertained to one of the coins (catalogue #158) which 

the Museum felt had been over valued, and it had submitted evidence of a parallel from the 

market. However the Committee felt that the Museum’s example was for a much more 

common type, and thus it had been sold at a lower amount. The Committee felt that the 

previous valuation for this coin, and for the group, was accurate, and confirmed a valuation of 

£1,150. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Early Medieval 

 

68. 2017 T929 Early Medieval gold coin pendant from Hoo St Werburgh, Kent (KENT-

5E6A92)  

The provisional valuer suggested £12,000-£15,000. The Committee examined the coin 

pendant in light of this. Although this was now an item of jewellery, the Committee 

acknowledged that it could still be of interest to a coin collector. It felt that much of the value 

depended on whether the coin was actually of Anglo-Saxon manufacture, rather than 

Merovingian. It requested that the Secretariat commission a second provisional valuation, to 

aide it in its decision making, and agreed to consider the case again when that is received. 

The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

NB: The Committee asked that  perform the second valuation. 

 

69. 2017 T808 Early Medieval silver-gilt pierced coin from Gatcombe area, Isle of Wight 

(IOW-A6DB92) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £220. The Committee saw the pierced coins at its meeting of 

13th June 2018 where it valued the item at £200. The finder submitted a challenge to the 

valuation, and included an example of a similar coin sold in the market. The Committee took 

account of this submission as it viewed the item again. It noted that the ‘Anund Jakob’ coin 

submitted by the finder was not a British coin and therefore not a practical example; the price 

it had commanded in the quoted sale must have been due to its rarity. It therefore had no 

bearing on the worth of the Gatcombe coin, despite its superficial similarity. The Committee 

had recently valued other gilded pennies in a consistent manner to this one, for example a coin 

pendant from Hoby with Rotherby, Leicestershire (2017 T739; LEIC-D22E31) valued at £350 

and a coin brooch from Bere Regis, Dorset (2016 T564; SOM-4BC86B) valued at £110. 

Finding nothing further in the finders letter to cause it to depart from its original valuation, the 

Committee confirmed a value of £200. The Isle of Wight Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

Medieval 



 

70. 2017 T499 Medieval coin hoard (2) from Catton, Derbyshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-£190. The Committee inspected the two coins in light 

of this and noting that they are common examples, recommend £150. Derby Museum & Art 

Gallery hopes to acquire.  

 

71. 2016 T405 Medieval coin hoard (4) from Fazeley, Staffordshire (WMID-9F8373) 

The provisional valuer suggested £380. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light of this. 

It felt the valuer’s suggestion was slightly optimistic, and it recommended £320. The Potteries 

Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

72. 2014 T841 Medieval coin hoard (95) from Thurnscoe, South Yorkshire (SWYOR-

9E9B0E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £982. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 

noted that it was a challenging case to value, given that some of the coins were contemporary 

forgeries and very worn, with little left to identify them. It felt that the valuer had provided an 

accurate assessment of their relative worth. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 

recommended £982. Barnsley Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

73. 2017 T1140 Medieval gold folded coin from Admaston, Staffordshire (WMID-

01D66A) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-£1,500. The Committee saw the find at its meeting of 

1st August 2018 and recommended £1,500. The finder challenged the recommended valuation. 

 

The Committee took account of this as it viewed the folded coin again. It confirmed for the 

finder that it had seen his previous submission with the image of the gold ducat, and its 

recommended valuation had taken account of this. The finder’s letter said that he felt that ‘our 

honesty does not seem to have been recognised’. The Committee explained that it was grateful 

that the finder and landowner had not manipulated the coin, and had reported it as required by 

law, but explained that it was unable to reward this honesty with financial means beyond the 

normal reward payable which was equivalent to the market value of the find.  

 

The Committee further explained that even if the coin had been unfolded it would not then be 

in the pristine condition of the example submitted by the finder, and the Committee felt that 

this would have a dramatic effect on the ability of the coin to command a higher price in the 

market. 

 

The Committee reminded the finder and landowner that they could commission a valuation 

from an expert in the antiquities trade and that it would consider that evidence in due course. 

 

The Committee confirmed a valuation of £1,500 for the find. 

 

Post-Medieval 

 

74. NI 18.01 Post-Medieval coin hoard (4) from Cloughy, County Down 

The provisional valuer suggested £115-£150. The Committee examined the coins in light of 

this and observed that they were worn and damaged. In agreement with the lower end of the 

valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £115. 

The National Museum of Northern Ireland hopes to acquire. 

 

75. 2015 T484 Post-Medieval gold pierced coin from Woodbridge area, Suffolk 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-£500. The Committee examined the small coin in light 

of this and questioned whether it was made of gold or was perhaps a gilded silver coin. The 

Committee asked the Secretariat to ask the British Museum Scientific Research Section to 

analyse the coin to see if it was possible to better determine its content. It agreed to reconsider 

the case when that information is received. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to 

acquire. 

 

 



Item 4: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

2016 T732 Early Medieval coin hoard (20) from Langford, Bedfordshire  

The Committee heard that these coins were recovered by three finders without permission to 

detect, and they had withheld some of the coins from reporting, which were only recovered by 

the police. The landowner, Bedfordshire Council, did not wish the finders to profit from their 

actions. The matter was dealt with by means of a Community Resolution, which stipulated that 

the finders agreed not to receive any reward for the coins that they found. All three finders 

have signed this and the Committee was shown correspondence from Bedfordshire Police 

confirming this. Bedfordshire Council did not wish to receive a reward for the coins either and 

wished for them to be deposited in the Higgins Bedford Museum. The finders were given the 

opportunity to comment on the case and make an argument for receiving a reward, but 

declined to do so. The Committee was content therefore for the coins to be passed to the 

Higgins Bedford Museum at no expense.  

 

2016 T820 Post-Medieval silver coins (1201) from Ewerby, Lincolnshire – 2nd viewing 

The coin from the hoard that was sold to a buyer in the USA has now been recovered and was 

included in the group. This was identified as: 

 

Sixpence Elizabeth I hand,1590 2.84g   

 

And the Committee agreed that it would be worth £25. 

 

 The Collection (Lincoln) confirmed that it will acquire this coin along with the selection of 82 

other coins from the hoard. The National Civil War Centre (Newark Museum) has still not 

confirmed which coins they are acquiring. The British Museum does not wish to acquire any 

of the coins. 

 

The Committee had discussed a partial abatement of the finder’s reward for failing to report all 

of the coins in the hoard. However it also appreciated that the matter was complicated by the 

fact that it appeared that no museum was in position to acquire the majority of the coins, 

which meant that they would be returned to the finder/landowner. The Committee felt that it 

needed to seek advice from the DCMS on possible alternative means of abatement. It also said 

that the museums’ positions needed to be clear as to whether they were willing to accept any 

more coins, before the Committee could finalise its decision. It hoped that these matters could 

be clarified and the case considered as a full agenda item at its next meeting. 

 

Potential new valuer: The Committee suggested approaching of CNG coins to 

see if he would undertake provisional valuations of Treasure items. 

 

Item 5: Next Meeting – The next meeting with be held on Wednesday, 14th  November 2018 

in the Hartwell Room. 

 

 

Provisional valuations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




