
MINUTES 

 
Agenda for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 1 August 2018 

 
The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 1 August 2018 

at 11:15am. 
 

Present: 

 

Committee   British Museum DCMS   Apologies 

Colin Renfrew (Chair)  Ayla Karaman  Sarah Lewis  Harry Bain 

Gail Boyle   Amy Marsh  Penelope Rafter  Jim Brown 

Roger Bland   Ian Richardson  Susanna White 

Marian Campbell  Julie Shoemark (PAS - observer) 

Hetty Gleave 

Chris Martin  

 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of  13th June 2018 – The minutes were passed as a true record of 

the meeting. 

 

Item 2: OBJECTS 

 

Bronze Age 

 

1. 2015 T531 Bronze Age copper-alloy hoard from Barnby, Nottinghamshire (DENO-

E393A1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-70. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and 

thought that the suggested value reasonably accounted for the number of items and their condition. 

In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £60. The National Civil 

War Centre, Newark Museum, hopes to acquire. 

 

2. 2016 T1010 Bronze Age copper-alloy axes (8) from Elham, Kent (KENT-810731) 

The provisional valuer suggested £335. The Committee viewed the axes in light of this and felt that 

the individual figures suggested for the mostly complete axes (numbers 1-6) were slightly low, 

despite their relatively poor condition. The Committee recommended £400 for the hoard. Dover 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

3. 2017 T1189 Bronze Age copper-alloy hoard (26) from Otterden, Kent (KENT-FC6918) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,915. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and 

felt that the suggested value was mostly correct and a reasonable estimate. The Committee 

recommended £2,000. Dover Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Iron Age 

 

4. 2017 T125 Iron Age burial assemblage from Oakley, Hampshire (HAMP-B37694) – 3rd 

viewing. 

The first provisional valuer suggested £7,100-7,810. The Committee considered the case at its 

meeting of 10th January 2018 and asked for a second valuation. The second provisional valuer 

suggested £500-550. The Committee discussed the case again at its meeting of 25th April 2018 and 

given the discrepancy in the two provisional valuations, requested a third provisional valuation. 

The third provisional valuer suggested £300-350. The Committee now considered the case once 

again. It had before it photographs of the objects in the assemblage, though one of its members had 

visited the storage facility to see the items first-hand, as had all of the provisional valuers. 

 

The Committee pointed out that its task was made more difficult when experts in the trade had 

such varying opinions on the commercial value of the material. It observed that the first valuer had 
emphasised the attraction of the tankards in particular and inferred a high desirability in the market 

for such material from the sale of the so-called ‘Sutton-on-Trent’ Iron Age copper-alloy handle for 

£5,000 (hammer price) at the Timeline Auctions sale (Lot 662) of 6 September 2017. The 

Committee felt that since that handle was very decorative and a work of art in its own right, it was 

not an accurate guide to the worth of the more relatively modest and poorer condition items from 



this hoard. Further, the first two examples from the market highlighted by the first valuer 

demonstrated a much lower commercial appeal of items of this nature in poor condition. That said, 

the Committee recognised that the more complete tankard was the single item in the hoard with the 

most commercial appeal.  The second and third provisional valuers were felt by the Committee to 

have more accurately judged the commercial value of such an assemblage, acknowledging that it 

was an example of a discovery that was archaeologically interesting but of less interest to the 

paying collector. Taking all of this into account, the Committee recommended £500. Hampshire 

Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Roman 

 

5. 2017 T12 Roman silver finger-ring fragment from Winteringham, North Lincolnshire 

(NLM-E08B73) 

The provisional valuer suggested that this ring had no commercial value. The Committee inspected 

ring fragment in light of this and agreed that it would struggle to attract a buyer on the market. 

Nonetheless as an ancient artefact it was felt to have some appeal. The Committee recommended 

£10. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

6. 2016 T105 Roman silver finger-ring from Cotham, Nottinghamshire (DENO-494B61) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-350. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 

and acknoweldged the distinctive ‘TOT’ inscription. Nonetheless the condition of the piece was 

felt to warrant a lower price than that suggested by the valuer. The Committee recommended £200. 

The National Civil War Centre, Newark Museum, hopes to acquire. 

 

7. 2016 T123 Roman silver trumpet brooch (incomplete) from ‘near Lund’, East Riding of 

Yorkshire (DUR-C9ACF8) – 3rd viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £50-55. The Committee viewed the brooch at its meeting of 

25th February 2018 and requested a second valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested 

£80-110. The Committee saw the brooch again at its meeting of 25th April 2018 and recommended 

£130. The finder submitted a challenge to this valuation.  

 

The Committee considered the case again and took account of the finder’s submission. The 

Committee explained that based on it own knowledge and expertise, it was confident that the 

previously suggested value was an accurate estimate of the item’s appeal amongst collectors. It 

found no new evidence in the finder’s submission to cause it to depart from its previous 

recommendation, and the Committee confirmed a figure of £130. East Riding of Yorkshire 

Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

Early Medieval 

 

8. 2016 T51 Early Medieval silver pendant from Gringley on the Hill, Nottinghamshire 

(SWYOR-CBDE56) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-80. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this and 

in agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended 

£60. Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Medieval 

 

9. 2016 T371 Medieval silver annular brooch frame from Balderton, Nottinghamshire 

(DENO-2C9439) 

The provisional valuer suggested that the brooch frame had no commercial value. The Committee 

considered the piece in light of this and felt that as an historic artefact it possessed a minimum 

amount of attraction, and it recommended £10. The National Civil War Centre, Newark Museum, 

hopes to acquire. 

 

10. 2018 T104 Medieval silver-gilt iconographic finger-ring fragment from Hamstall 

Ridware, Staffordshire (WMID-C187B6) 

The provisional valuer suggested that the ring fragment had no commercial value. The Committee 

examined the item in light of this. It pointed out that since it was a sizable fragment of a distinctive 

type of ring – albeit one that was not actually iconographic, because the bezel contained only a 



series of lines – it possessed a modicum of appeal. The Committee recommended £20. The 

Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

11. 2016 T498 Medieval silver mount from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (NLM-

E9CF0F) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-20. The Committee examined the mount in light of this. 

Owing to its small size, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £10. North 

Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

12. 2016 T499 Medieval silver buckle pin from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (NLM-

9462A0) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-20. The Committee viewed the pin in light of this and in 

agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £10. North 

Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

13. 2016 T784 Medieval silver annular brooch from Ringshall, Suffolk (SF-793D41) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-70. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and 

felt that this was an accurate estimate. In agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested 

range, the Committee recommended £60. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to 

acquire. 

 

14. 16.31 Medieval silver brooch from Llanhennock Community, Monmouthshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this. 

Though of a reasonable size, its distorted shape meant that the valuer’s estimate of the brooch’s 

worth was judged to be accurate. In agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, 

the Committee recommended £30. The National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of 

Chepstow Museum. 

 

15. 2017 T279 Medieval silver mount from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (NLM-

A0450C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-120. The Committee inspected the mount in light of this and 

pointed out that it was small and worn, and that the decoration did not stand out in an impressive 

manner. The Committee felt that the valuer’s estimate was too high, and recommended £50. North 

Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

16. 2014 T638 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Mentmore, Buckinghamshire (BUC-

ABEF08) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-120. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 

this. It acknowledged the light weight and thin frame of the ring and the lack of gemstone, and felt 

that it would be complicated to effectively repair. In agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s 

suggested range, the Committee recommended £80. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

17. 11.22 Medieval silver seal matrix from St Dogmael’s, Pembrokeshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £100. The Committee viewed the seal matrix in light of this and 

pointed out the poor condition and the difficulty in reading the engraving. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, it recommended £100. Scolton Manor Museum or National Museum Wales 

hopes to acquire. 

 

18. 2015 T495 Medieval silver mount from Dunham-on-Trent, Nottinghamshire (NLM-

E8D47B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-200. The Committee inspected the mount in light of this, 

noting its small size but recognising the appeal of the subject of the Virgin and Child. In agreement 

with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £170. Bassetlaw Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

19. 2017 T982 Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Wilton, North Yorkshire (YORYM-1CB322) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-300. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and 

felt that this was an overly optimistic suggestion given the very small size of the piece. A larger 

brooch of similar type (2017 T336; NMS-C985FA) was recently valued by the Committee at £120, 

and the Committee cited a further similar example sold at Timeline Auctions for £105. Taking all 

of this into account, the Committee recommended £100. York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 



 

20. 2018 T46 Medieval silver-gilt plaque from Normanby, North Yorkshire (YORYM-

736814) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-400. The Committee viewed the plaque in light of this and, 

finding it to be a good-sized and impressive piece, in agreement with the provisional valuer, it 

recommended £350. York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

21. 2016 T395 Medieval gold finger-ring from Newark area, Nottinghamshire (DENO-

CA590E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-500. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 

this and felt that the valuer provided relevant examples from the market to substantiate her report. 

In agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended 

£500. The National Civil War Centre, Newark Museum, hopes to acquire. 

 

22. 2017 T216 Medieval gold finger-ring from Buxton area, Derbyshire (DENO-D5FCBA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-450. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 

this, noticing that the gemstone had come loose. Nonetheless it was felt to possess slightly more 

attraction than the valuer had allocated to it, and the Committee recommended £500. Buxton 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

23. 2018 T147 Medieval gold finger-ring from Elford, Staffordshire (WMID-7B04B7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,500-1,800. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of 

this and observed that although it was small in size the ring was attractive and in good condition. In 

agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended 

£1,800. The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

24. 2017 T517 Medieval gold finger-ring from Roxwell area, Essex (ESS-7CA61A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4,000-4,500. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 

valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the finger-

ring. The finder had drawn attention to one of the comparisons suggested by the valuer, of a ring 

sold by Greendale Taylor Hunt in June 2015 (lot 14) for £7,000 hammer price (Nb. this ring was 

also cited in the report for the Coroner on the Roxwell ring; it is 2014 T556 (SOM-21BA62) which 

was disclaimed). The finder’s view was that this ring was closest to the ring that he had found, in 

terms of size, weight and quality of design. The Committee pointed out that the comparison ring 

featured a clear depiction of St George, and that this was a very commercially marketable trait and 

something that would have been very appealing to potential buyers. The ring from the Roxwell 

area, though in good condition, featured an uncertain female saint, and would not therefore benefit 

from that important factor were it to be offered for sale. Overall, the Committee felt that the 

provisional valuer’s suggestion was well-founded and argued, and in agreement with the higher 

end of her suggested range, it recommended £4,500. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service 

hopes to acquire. 

 

Post-Medieval 

 

25. 2018 T12 Post-Medieval silver button from Burntwood, Staffordshire (WMID-D3B8B2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5-10. The Committee viewed the button in light of this and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £10. The Potteries Museum and Art 

Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

26. 2017 T638 Post-Medieval silver stud from Goudhurst, Kent (KENT-CC4E89) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-30. The Committee viewed the stud in light of this. It 

observed that the imagery here was clear well-defined and in agreement with the higher end of the 

provisional valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £30. Cranbrook Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

27. 15.33 Post-Medieval silver cufflink from Goetre Fawr, Monmouthshire  

The provisional valuer suggested £20-30. The Committee inspected the cufflink in light of this and 

in agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £30. The 

National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Abergavenny Museum. 

 

28. 2017 T191 Post-Medieval silver whistle fragment from Rolleston, Nottinghamshire (LIN-

403242) 



The provisional valuer suggested £10-20. The Committee examined the fragment in light of this 

and observed that this range was consistent with valuations placed on similar material by the 

Committee. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £20. The National Civil 

War Centre, Newark Museum, hopes to acquire. 

 

29. 2016 T198 Post-Medieval silver bodkin fragment from Newark, Nottinghamshire (DENO-

6AB5DC) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee inspected the bodkin fragment in light of 

this. Whilst acknowledging the attractive decoration the Committee also appreciated that 

fragmentary pieces like this had limited appeal on the market. In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, it recommended £20. The National Civil War Centre, Newark Museum, hopes to acquire. 

 

30. 15.32 Post-Medieval silver chape from Camrose Community, Pembrokeshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-80. The Committee examined the chape in light of this and 

took account of its large size, but felt it was a fairly plain piece that was not quite as desirable as 

the suggested range implied. The Committee recommended £50. The National Museum Wales 

hopes to acquire on behalf of Haverfordwest Town Museum. 

 

31. 15.27 Post-Medieval silver-gilt cap hook from Gwelog Fawr, Monmouthshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-120. The Committee viewed the cap hook in light of this and 

felt that its broken state and small size meant that it would struggle to attain the figures suggested 

by the valuer. The Committee recommended £50. The National Museum Wales hopes to acquire 

on behalf of Abergavenny Museum. 

 

32. 16.01 Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Manorbier, Pembrokeshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-250. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 

and felt the finger-ring was of reasonable size and appeal. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 

it recommended £220. Tenby Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

33. 2017 T471 Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Barham, Suffolk (SF-B0199D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250. The Committee examined the seal matrix in light of this 

and noted the large size and pleasant shape of the matrix. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 

it recommended £250. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

34. 2017 T936 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Heather, Leicestershire (LEIC-76632D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-350. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 

this and appreciated that the inscription was present and legible but noted that the ring itself was 

worn and misshapen. In agreement with the lower end of the provisional valuer’s suggested range, 

it recommended £300. Ashby Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

35. 2017 T754 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Stourport-on-Severn, Worcestershire 

(WMID-559471) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-400. The Committee viewed the pendant at its meeting of 

13th June 2018 and recommended £400. The finder and landowner have challenged the 

recommended valuation, which they felt was too low. The Committee took account of these letters 

as it viewed the pendant again. It agreed with the finder and landowner that the portrait of the king 

on this pendant was crisp and attractive, and it appreciated that the retention of the gilding 

contributed to the item’s appeal. Indeed these had been factors behind the Committee’s decision to 

recommend a figure at the top end of the provisional valuer’s suggested range. The Committee 

pointed out that the lack of a suspension loop was in fact an important aspect in judging the item’s 

overall appeal – these are fairly common artefacts and potential buyers would prefer examples that 

are wearable by suspending them from a chain. The Committee therefore confirmed its previous 

recommendation of £400. Museums Worcestershire hopes to acquire. 

 

36. 2016 T236 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Wing area, Buckinghamshire (BUC-

B90FA2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-450. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 

this and felt that the valuer adequately accounted for the condition of the piece. In agreement with 

the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £400. Buckinghamshire County 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 



37. 2017 T1200 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Lichfield, Staffordshire (WMID-

2A18B1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500-600. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 

valuation. The Committee read the finder’s letter and too it into consideration as it viewed the 

finger-ring. It firstly explained that the British Museum’s Department of Scientific Research had 

recently carried out a Raman spectroscopy test on the gemstone and it was confirmed to be a rock 

crystal, as suspected by the provisional valuer. The Committee felt that the ring was an interesting 

piece and that the valuer had adequately appreciated its appeal and reinforced her suggestion with 

examples from the market. In agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, the 

Committee recommended £600. The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

38. 2017 T257 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Bradfield, Essex (ESS-819556) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600-650. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 

this and found it to be a substantial piece, with a pleasing inscription. In agreement with the higher 

end of the valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £650. Colchester and Ipswich 

Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

39. 2018 T48 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Gnossall, Staffordshire (NMGW-71E94F) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600-700. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 

this and observed that the ring was of good size and wearable, with a clear inscription – albeit one 

commemorating a deceased person, which as the valuer pointed out would have less broad appeal 

than a message of romantic love. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £650. The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

40. 15.26 Post-Medieval gold thimble from Gwehelog Fawr, Monmouthshire  

The provisional valuer suggested £600-900. The Committee inspected the thimble in light of this 

and felt that although it had been crushed, it would still appeal to thimble collectors, who would 

appreciate the rarity of a surviving example in gold from this period. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £800. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire 

on behalf of Abergavenny Museum. 

 

41. 2017 T979 Post-Medieval silver spoon from Brandsby, North Yorkshire (YORYM-

1C5DCA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,500-2,000. The Committee took account of this as it viewed 

the spoon. It felt that this was an attractive example, though acknowledged that it had been cleaned 

and repaired by the finder, which he should not have done. It directed the finder’s attention to 

paragraph 47 of the Treasure Act 1996 Code of Practice, which says ‘…Inapproriate cleaning can 

reduce the value (both archaeological and commercial) of finds. Where cleaning occurs, the finder 

gains nothing by way of an increased commercial value as reflected in the reward and may risk 

reduction of the reward by virtue of the cleaning (see paragraph 79 (viii)).’  

 

The presence of the maker’s mark, the owner’s mark and the York mark were felt to contribute to 

the appeal of the piece; the Committee pointed out that examples of this type in better condition 

had sold for higher sums in the market. The Committee felt that it required a further opinion on the 

item’s worth before it made a recommendation. It asked the Secretariat to commission a second 

provisional valuation and will consider the case again when that is received. York Museums Trust 

hopes to acquire. 

 

42. 2015 T823 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Staythorpe, Nottinghamshire (DENO-

353213) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,800-2,000. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of 

this and commented that this was an attractive example of the type and that the valuer had provided 

relevant comparisons from the market. In agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested 

range, the Committee recommended £2,000. The National Civil War Centre, Newark Museum, 

hopes to acquire. 

 

43. 2016 T617 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from South Muskham, Nottinghamshire 

(SWYOR-36B4AA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5,000-5,500. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 

valuation, expressing his opinion that the ring would sell for £7,000 at auction. The acquiring 

museum responded to these comments. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the 

finger-ring. It noted the relative rarity of items of this nature on the market and noted that serjeant’s 



rings were specialist collector’s items. It felt that that provisional valuer’s suggested range 

accurately accounted for the much smaller size of this ring when compared to the example sold at 

Timeline Auctions on 24 May 2016 (Lot 172) for £7,000 while also factoring in the historical 

interest of this precisely dated piece. In agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested 

range, the Committee recommended £5,500. The National Civil War Centre, Newark Museum, 

hopes to acquire. 

 

Item 3: COINS 

 

Iron Age 

 

44. 2017 T1083 Iron Age gold quarter stater from Tamworth, Staffordshire (WMID-40F043) 

The provisional valuer suggested £450-500. The Committee viewed the coin in light of this and in 

agreement with the lower end of the suggested range, it recommended £450. The Potteries 

Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

45. 2015 T744 Iron Age base silver staters (25) from Charminster, Dorset (DOR-7951CB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £480-520. The Committee examined the staters in light of this. It 

felt that the condition of the coins meant that an average price of £20 each, as the middle of the 

provisional valuer’s range implied, was slightly high. The Committee recommended £450 for the 

hoard. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

46. 2017 T285 Iron Age stater from Little Bromley, Essex (ESS-BB170B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £650-£700. The Committee inspected the stater in light of this 

and based on its personal knowledge of the market, in particular recent sales of comparable coins at 

auctioneers Dix Noonan Webb, the Committee recommended £600. Colchester and Ipswich 

Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

Roman 

 

47. 2017 T497 Roman coin hoard (3) from Catton, Derbyshire (PUBLIC-F47B3D, etc.) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-12. The Committee viewed the small hoard in light of this 

and felt that an average of £5 per coin was a fair estimate, and recommended £15. Derby Museums 

hopes to acquire.  

 

48. 2016 T959 Roman coin hoard (cat.#’s 47,49 & 66) from Chaffcombe, Somerset (SOM-

B019D1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £12-15. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the 

three coins in question. In agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, it 

recommended £15. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

49. 2017 T259 Roman coin hoard (3) from Lindsell, Essex (ESS-816C81) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-25. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and 

felt that their poor condition warranted a lower figure than that suggested by the valuer. The 

Committee recommended £15. Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

50. 2016 T363 Roman coin hoard (22 + bronze object) from Ramsey, Essex (ESS-9FCFF2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £26-38. The Committee inspected the material in light of this and 

concurred with the valuer’s assessment of its poor condition. In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, the Committee recommended £39. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to 

acquire. 

 

51. 2017 T712 Roman coin hoard (7) from Shalfleet, Isle of Wight (IOW-1A3B6C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £70-90. The Committee examined the coin hoard in light of this. 

It felt that the provisional valuer’s estimate was accurate and agreed with his itemised valuations, 

except for coin number 7 from the catalogue, which the valuer thought had no commercial value 

and which the Committee valued at £5. It therefore recommended a total of £85 for the hoard, 

broken down individually as suggested by the valuer. That worked out as follows: 

 

 (coin 7) - £5 

 (coin 1) - £5 

 (coin 2) - £20 



 (coin 5) - £10 

 (coin 3) - £30 

 (coin 4) - £15 

 (coin 6), no commercial value. 

 

Brading Roman Villa hopes to acquire. 

 

52. 2017 T213 Roman coin hoard (17) from Lindsell, Essex (ESS-6A2235) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-150. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 

acknowledged their poor overall condition. In agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s 

suggested range, the Committee recommended £100. Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

53. 15.02 Roman coin hoard (105) and associated objects from “Pwllcrochan”, 

Pembrokeshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £120-145. The Committee viewed the coin hoard and objects in 

light of this. It felt that several of the coins were more desirable than the provisional valuer had 

appreciated and that this meant that his suggested range was too low. The Committee 

recommended £200. The Milford Haven Maritime and Heritage Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

54. 2014 T312 Roman coin hoard (11) from South Brent, Devon (DEV-37EC41) 

The provisional valuer suggested £125-150. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and 

felt that the valuer’s estimate was accurate. In agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s 

suggested range, the Committee recommended £125. Plymouth Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

55. 2017 T1175 Roman coin hoard (2) from Langford Budville, Somerset (SOM-941D73) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-240. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this. It 

noted that the solidus was the much more valuable of the two coins but took account of its poor 

condition, which it felt meant that the coin would struggle to achieve the range suggested by the 

valuer. The Committee recommended £175 for the group. The Museum of Somerset hopes to 

acquire. 

 

56. 2017 T357 Roman coin hoard (3) from Calbourne, Isle of Wight (IOW-3D8408) 

The provisional valuer suggested £960-1,060. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this. It 

recognised that the solidus, which was by far the most valuable coin in the group, was in attractive 

condition. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,000 for the 

group. 

Brading Roman Villa hopes to acquire. 

 

57. 2017 T404 Roman coin hoard (14) and ingot from Alkham, Kent (KENT-E5B4BB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £995-1,185. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this 

and felt that the valuer was slightly conservative in his estimation of the appeal of the various 

elements of the hoard, all of which could benefit from a slight uplift. The Committee 

recommended £1,200. Dover Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

58. 2017 T7 Roman coin hoard (cat.#’s 158, 159, 161, 236, 410, 440, 683) from Harbridge, 

Hampshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,200. The Committee took account of this as it viewed 

the coins. It understood that these were a small selection from a much larger hoard and that the 

finder had behaved responsibly by seeking archaeological assistance in excavating it, for which it 

was grateful. It was felt that the valuer’s estimate for this group was accurate and in agreement 

with him, the Committee recommended £1,150. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Early Medieval 

 

59. 2017 T739 Early Medieval silver coin pendant from Hoby with Rotherby, Leicestershire 

(LEIC-D22E31) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350-400. The Committee examined the coin pendant in light of 

this. It felt that the valuer’s suggested range was accurate, though taking account of the small size 

of the coins, felt that the lower end of his range was correct. The Committee recommended £350. 

Leicestershire Museums hopes to acquire.  

 

60. 2018 T40 Early Medieval silver coin brooch from Shalfleet, Isle of Wight (IOW-217104) 



The provisional valuer suggested £500-600. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 

valuation, which he felt was too low, given the desirability and rarity of coins on this type. The 

Committee took account of this as it inspected the coin. It acknowledged the points raised by the 

finder and wondered whether a coin collector might be prepared to pay more for the item, despite 

the fact that it had been converted into a brooch. The Committee further pointed out that the 

comparison from the Spink sale, cited by the valuer, was not as an attractive example. The 

Committee felt that it would benefit from the opinion of a second expert valuer, and asked the 

Secretariat to commission a second provisional valuation. It will consider the case again when that 

is received. The Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 

 

Medieval 

 

61. 2017 T344 Medieval silver cut fractions of pennies (15) from Crawley West Sussex (SUR-

E39DF4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The landowner submitted comments on the finder’s lack of 

permission to search, and the finder responded to the landowner’s comments. The Committee took 

account of these as it considered the case. After reading the submissions it was willing to accept 

that the finder had acted in good faith and that she had believed that she had been given the proper 

permission to detect. It therefore felt that there was no cause to abate her share of the reward. 

 

As for the value of the find, the Committee felt that the coins would command a figure slightly 

below that suggested by the provisional valuer, and recommended £55. Crawley Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

62. 2017 T1140 Medieval gold folded coin from Admaston, Staffordshire (WMID-01D66A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-£1,500. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 

valuation, asking for the coin to be straightened. The Committee took account of this as it 

examined the coin.  

 

It firstly pointed out that the coin would not be straightened as the Treasure Act 1996 Code of 

Practice (Paragraph 65) requires items to be valued ‘as at the time of finding of the object and in 

the condition in which they were found.’ After it is acquired by a museum, it will be for that 

museum to decide how best to conserve, store and present the item, but the Committee felt that it 

was most unlikely that the museum would want to straighten the piece, since its current shape 

reflects the way which it was used in the past.  

 

The Committee agreed that the item had clearly been adapted to be used as an item of jewellery, 

but also acknowledged that a potential buyer in the open market might wish to acquire the object 

for its numismatic appeal, which was considerable. In that respect, the Committee noted that there 

would be some risk involved in making it flat again and that there had been some damage caused at 

points, likely by a mount in which the folded coin had been placed. Therefore the Committee 

concluded that when considering the object as a coin, it should be accepted that it was a damaged 

example. The Committee felt that the higher end of the range suggested was the extent to which a 

damaged coin of this type could hope to achieve on the market. In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, the Committee recommended £1,500. The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to 

acquire. 

 

 

63. 2017 T541 Medieval coin hoard (73) from Netherwitton, Northumberland (NCL-0351DC) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,575. The Committee inspected the coin hoard in light of this 

and felt that the valuation was well-reasoned and accurate. The Committee recommended £2,600. 

The Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne hopes to acquire. 

 

64. 2017 T1105 Medieval coin hoard (cat.#’s 13, 14) from Calbourne, Isle of Wight (IOW-

5463F7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £490. The Committee viewed the two coins in light of this. It 

noted that only two coins from the group originally valued were now to be acquired, but felt that 

the individual values suggested by the valuer for these two coins were mostly accurate. The 

Committee recommended £500. The British Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

Post-Medieval 

 



65. 2017 T782 Post-Medieval silver pierced coin from Wotton Underwood, Buckinghamshire 

(BUC-145D32) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee examined the pierced coin in light of this 

and felt that this was an accurate judgment. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 

recommended £10. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

66. 2016 T251 Post-Medieval silver coin pendant from East Drayton, Nottinghamshire 

(SWYOR-3A219B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £12-15. The Committee viewed the coin pendant in light of this 

and commented on the novel method of creating a suspension loop from the body of the coin itself, 

rather than by attaching another piece of metal. In agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s 

suggested range, it recommended £15. Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

67. 2015 T746 Post-Medieval silver coins (2) from Walkeringham, Nottinghamshire (NLM-

3C110A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-140. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 

commented that the suggested range was slightly generous for the condition of the coins. The 

Committee recommended £90. Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

68. 2016 T394 Post-Medieval silver coin hoard (19) from Flawborough, Nottinghamshire 

(DENO-652D30) 

The provisional valuer suggested £415. The Finder has submitted comments on the provisional 

valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the coin 

hoard. It pointed out to the finder that the commercial desirability of coins, and thus their financial 

value, is greatly affected by their condition. The Committee further explained that prices listed in 

Spink’s Coins of England and the United Kingdom were retail prices, which are over and above 

auction hammer prices, the figure that the Committee equates with market value.  

 

It was felt that the provisional valuer had adequately judged the condition of these coins and that 

his suggested figure reflected that. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £415. Nottingham City Museums hopes to acquire. 

 

69. 2015 T668 Post-Medieval coin hoard (20) and fob-seal from Sturminster Newton, Dorset 

(DOR-955A66) 

The first provisional valuer suggested £1,600 for the coins; the second provisional valuer suggested 

£50 for the seal. The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this. As for the coins, it felt that the 

suggested values for the silver coins were slightly high, given their poor condition, but that this 

was balanced by a slight undervaluing of the gold coins. On balance, this was felt to even out and 

the suggestion of £1,600 was believed to be accurate. The value for the seal matrix was judged to 

be correct, given its fragmentary state. In agreement with the provisional valuers, the Committee 

recommended £1,650 for the hoard. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Item 4: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

2011 T842 – Piercebridge assemblage – The Committee viewed the summary report for the 

coroner on this large assemblage. It understood that there was much material that represented 

multiples of fairly common object types, and that there was some material that had no commercial 

value. It agreed that that in order to save public expense in the commissioning of valuations of the 

material, the Secretariat should use its discretion to commission one valuer for the bulk of the 

objects and one valuer for the coins, and to only engage a second provisional valuer for the more 

significant artefacts from the group. The Committee acknowledged that in due course, when the 

case comes before it, it may necessitate a visit to a separate meeting room where the artefacts will 

be laid out ahead of time for inspection.    

 

 

 

 

  

 



Abated Treasure Rewards: a question prior to formal consultation – The DCMS asked for the 

Committee’s view on a matter to be covered in the upcoming consultation on the Review of the 

Treasure Act Code of Practice.  

 

Paragraph 80 of the Code of Practice currently reads: 

 

In such circumstances the occupier or the landowner will be eligible for the whole of the balance 
of the reward in such proportion as the Secretary of State may determine, according to the 

principles laid down in paragraph 74, provided that there is no evidence that they have been a 

party to wrong behaviour on the part of the finder. The museum that acquires the find will only 
have to pay that part of the reward that is actually payable. 

 

It is noted that in past cases, the TVC has often recommended that where a finder’s reward has 

been abated, the portion of the reward not attributed to the finder has instead been attributed to the 

landowner. 

 

However, one of the suggestions in the draft consultation document is that Paragraph 80 is re-

drafted to clarify that only a proportion of the reward should be paid to the landowner ( or anyone 

else eligible for the reward) 

 

Paragraph 80 (69) 

 

1. We intend to amend this paragraph to correct the misapprehension that if one 

party’s reward is abated, the other interested parties will be eligible for the whole of the 

amount of the reward. 

 

2. Where anyone eligible for a reward has acted improperly and their reward is to be 

abated; the other interested parties will be eligible for the usual apportionment of the 

reward, not the whole of the amount of the reward. 

 

The Committee was asked if this was agreeable. The Committee acknowledged that in many cases 

where it is felt appropriate to abate a finder’s reward for poor behaviour, it would be in the public 

interest to see that the acquiring museum benefits from a finder’s poor behaviour. However, it 

explained that there were some occasions where the finder’s actions were felt by the Committee to 

have impacted on the landowner, perhaps in a negative financial way, and that in those 

circumstances the Committee felt that it was fair to compensate the landowner by allocating some 

or all of the finder’s abated share of the reward to the landowner. The Committee therefore felt that 

it was desirable for the matter of allocation of reward payments to be made at the Committee’s – 

and ultimately the Secretary of State’s – discretion. It suggested therefore that the first line of the 

excerpt from Paragraph 80 (above) be amended to read ‘In such circumstances the occupier or the 

landowner may be eligible for the whole of the balance of the reward…’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

Item 5: Next Meeting – The next meeting with be held on Wednesday, 26th September 2018 in the 

Hartwell Room. 

  



Provisional valuations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




