
 MINUTES 

 
Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 13th June 2018 

 
The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 13th June at 

11:15am.  
 

Present: 

Committee  British Museum                       DCMS 

Colin Renfrew (Chair)  Ayla Karaman           Paul Maley 

Harry Bain  Amy Marsh 

Roger Bland  Mafalda Raposo 

Gail Boyle  Ian Richardson (Sec.) 

Jim Brown  Sarah Saunders 

Marian Campbell 

Hetty Gleave 

Chris Martin 

 

 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of  25th April 

 

The minutes were passed as a true record of the meeting. 

 

 

Item 2: OBJECTS 

 

Bronze Age 

 

1. 2017 T350 Bronze Age gold penannular ring from Hambledon area, Hampshire (SUSS-

5EF5C1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-440. The Committee viewed the penannular ring in light of 

this. It compared the ring to a similar artefact from Wold Newton, Lincolnshire (2014 T730; NLM-

129434; valued at £650) which also had an attractive tiger-striped pattern. It was felt that the more 

extensive damage to the Hambledon area ring would have a greater impact on its value, suggesting 

that the provisional valuation was accurate. It also looked at another penannular ring at the same 

meeting, from Flint Cross area, Cambridgeshire (2016 T920; valued subsequently at £600) which 

was in better condition and featured the tiger-striping. In agreement with the lower end of the 

valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £400. Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to 

acquire.  

 

2. 2016 T920 Bronze Age gold penannular ring from Flint Cross area, Cambridgeshire (PAS-

011055) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-600. The Committee viewed the ring in light of this and at 

the same time as a similar artefact from Hambledon area, Hampshire (2017 T350; valued at £400). 

The Hambledon ring suffered from damage and lacked the attractive tiger-striping on the Flint 

Cross ring. Accordingly, in agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, the 

Committee recommended £600. Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge, hopes to 

acquire. 

 

3. 2017 T671 Bronze Age copper-alloy hoard (3) from ‘Cotswolds area’, Gloucestershire 

(GLO-7577AB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,500 and the finder supplied comments on this. The 

Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and thanked the finder for his comments. It 

remarked on the appealing state of preservation of the artefacts. In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, the Committee recommended £1,250. Corinium Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

4. 2016 T128 Bronze Age copper-alloy hoard (16 + fragments) from Amble area, 

Northumberland (DUR-1B81F3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,140-£1,254. The Committee examined the items in the hoard 

in light of this and noted their damaged or fragmentary state of many of these. It found the 



valuation to be slightly high and recommended £1,100 for the group. The Society of Antiquaries of 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne hopes to acquire. 

 

 

5. 2016 T521 Bronze Age gold strip from Berinsfield, Oxfordshire (BERK-BA8440) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,400-1,600. The Committee viewed the piece in light of this 

and noted the comparison to the Braithwaite strip (valued at £1,600). It felt that the relative 

attraction of the current piece compared to the Braithwaite strip was well-judged by the valuer, as 

this item had no established provenance. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £1,400. The Committee felt it appropriate to reward the reporter of the find with the 

full finder’s share of the value (50%; £700) as a reward but since the landowner was not identified, 

that portion of the reward should remain unpaid. Oxfordshire Museums Service hopes to acquire.  

 

 

6. 2015 T769 Bronze Age copper-alloy palstave and dirk from Worlingworth area, Suffolk 

(SF-A6C431) – 2nd viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £900-1,000. The Committee saw the items at its meeting of 

25th April 2018 and, concerned that the suggested amount was excessive given its condition, 

requested a second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested £80-120. The 

Committee examined the pieces again in light of this and felt that the second valuation offered a 

much more realistic assessment of the appeal of these pieces on the market, given their 

fragmentary state. The Committee recommended £150. Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service 

hopes to acquire. 

 

 

 

7. 2017 T205 Bronze Age gold (4) and copper-alloy (13) hoard from Dawlish, Devon (SOM-

81B00C) – 2nd viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £8,000-9,000. The finder and the museum had submitted 

comments on this and the Committee saw the hoard at its meeting of 25th April 2018 and requested 

a second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested £6,100-6,710. The 

Committee took all of this into account as it viewed the hoard again.  It acknowledged that most of 

the value of the hoard was contained in the four gold bracelets, and it had been concerned that the 

first valuation was overly optimistic of the appeal of these items. The second valuation was 

observed to be based on closer parallels and offered a more realistic assessment of the appeal of 

these items. In agreement with the higher end of the second provisional valuer’s suggested range, 

the Committee recommended £6,500. Royal Albert Memorial Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Roman 

 

8. 2017 T528 Roman silver finger-ring from Appleby, North Lincolnshire (WAW-963FA6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-70. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this and 

noted that the Christian symbolism would contribute to its appeal. In agreement with the higher 

end of the valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £70. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to 

acquire.  

 

9. 2017 T512 Roman silver finger-ring from Westward area, Cumbria (LANCUM-11E919) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-110. The Committee examined the ring in light of this and 

found the valuation to be well-argued. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £100. Senhouse Roman Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

10. 2016 T925 Roman silver finger-ring from Pimperne, Dorset (SOM-9899B1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £140-150. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 

and felt that it was an appealing example. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 

recommended £150. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

11. 2017 T431 Roman silver finger-ring from Nether Wallop, Hampshire (WILT-17E7E6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-600. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 

this. It commented on the unusual bezel and robust design, and felt that the lower end of the 

valuer’s suggested range was accurate. In agreement with her, the Committee recommended £400. 

Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 

 



12. 2017 T112 Roman gold finger-ring from Maryport area, Cumbria (LANCUM-313319) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-600. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 

this and commented that although it was small in size it was aesthetically pleasing, and felt that it 

would achieve slightly more on the market than suggested by the valuer. The Committee 

recommended £650. Senhouse Roman Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Early Medieval 

 

13. 2017 T694 Early Medieval hooked tag from Much Hadham, Hertfordshire (ESS-1DE214) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-25. The Committee examined the hooked tag in light of this. 

It understood that a small piece had broken off from the main body at some point after it was 

handed over by the finder, and resolved to recommend a value for the item as at the time of 

finding, and in the condition in which it was found, as required by the Treasure Act Code of 

Practice. The Committee examined photographs of the piece in its original state, and commented 

that it was even at that time in relatively poor condition, and that the break did not diminish from 

its original value, which was anyway fairly low. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 

recommended £25. Much Hadham Forge Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

14. 2016 T1053 Early Medieval silver zoomorphic mount from South Cambridgeshire 

(PUBLIC-C28806)  

The provisional valuer suggested £50-70. The Committee examined the mount in light of this and 

commented that the valuer had slightly underestimated the potential appeal of the item on the 

market. It recommended £80. The Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge, hopes 

to acquire. 

 

15. 2016 T860 Early Medieval silver-gilt sword fittings from Cotswolds area, Gloucestershire 

(GLO-67083F) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-250. The Committee examined the items in light of this and 

agreed that the iron artefacts possessed little commercial value but that the sword pommel had 

much more potential than the valuer had attributed it. It was observed to be a good-sized, 

distinctively decorated Anglo-Saxon object and the Committee felt this would attract the attention 

of buyers on the market. The Committee recommended £650. Corinium Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

16. 2016 T441 Early Medieval silver ingot from Little Langton, North Yorkshire (DUR-

6C3F5C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £236. The finder supplied comments on this and the Committee 

took account of these as it viewed the ingot. It acknowledged the presence of the decoration and 

testing marks. The Committee pointed out that it had valued a number of similar Early Medieval 

silver ingots in the past, many of them plain, and that the average value per gram of silver in those 

pieces was slightly below the price per gram suggested by the provisional valuer. It felt that the 

valuer’s arguments were sound and offered a realistic assessment of what the piece might achieve 

on the open market. In agreement with the valuer, the Committee recommended £236.  

The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

17. 2016 T767 Early Medieval silver strap end from Littleworth, Oxfordshire (BERK-

B2D9D2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £280-320. The Committee inspected the strap end in light of this 

and felt that it featured appealing decoration which the valuer’s suggestion gave adequate 

consideration to. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £320. 

Oxfordshire Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

18. 2017 T954 Early Medieval silver-gilt sword fitting from Wicklewood, Norfolk (NMS-

1E4D05) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500-800. The Committee viewed the sword fitting in light of 

this and found it to be an attractive and substantial piece, albeit damaged. It felt that the valuation 

underappreciated the likely appeal of the item on the market, and recommended £750. Norwich 

Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

19. 2017 T960 Early Medieval gold and garnet pendant from Gayton, Norfolk (NMS-B1F206) 

The provisional valuer suggested £650-750. The Committee understood that the finder had 

commissioned a private valuation of the piece and that the valuer had made an appointment to see 

it at the end of June, so it felt it appropriate to delay making a recommendation until the next 



meeting, when hopefully that valuation will be received. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

 

20. 2016 T838 Early Medieval grave assemblage from near Louth, Lincolnshire (LIN-

74E196) – 3rd viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £6,070-6,710; the second provisional valuer suggested 

£3,655. The Committee had seen the grave assemblage at two previous meetings and at its most 

recent meeting of 25th April 2018 it recommended £4,000. The finder submitted a challenge to this, 

including a valuation of the enamelled escutcheons by Timeline Auctions. The Committee took 

account of this as it viewed the items in the assemblage again. It thanked the finder for his letter 

but did not find anything in the submission or the Timeline valuation that caused it to depart from 

its earlier view on the worth of the assemblage. The Committee confirmed a valuation of £4,000. 

The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 

 

Medieval 

 

21. 2016 T972 Medieval silver annular brooch frame from Renton, Staffordshire (WMID-

007A4E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-15. The Committee viewed the brooch frame in light of this 

and, acknowledging the poor condition of the item, in agreement with the valuer, recommended 

£10. The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

22. 2017 T724 Medieval silver spoon terminal from Shincliffe, County Durham (DUR-

4543AF) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15. The Committee examined the spoon terminal in light of this 

and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £15. Durham University Museums 

hopes to acquire. 

 

23. 2017 T481 Medieval silver-gilt brooch from St. Osyth, Essex (ESS-C4E577) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 

noted that it was small but attractive, and felt that its worth was slightly more than the valuer 

suggested. The Committee recommended £50. Since the finder was not identified, that portion of 

the reward should remain unpaid .Colchester and Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

24. 2017 T1011 Medieval silver-gilt lozenge-shaped artefact from Thame, Buckinghamshire 

(WMID-0407BA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-50. The Committee inspected the artefact in light of this. It 

acknowledged the similarity to Treasure case 2014 T718 from Langham, Essex, which it had 

previously valued at £10. The Committee felt that the provisional valuation of the artefact from 

Thame was too high, and recommended £15. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 

   

25. 2017 T113 Medieval silver annular brooch from Broadheath, Worcestershire (WAW-

56FF0A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-50. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and 

noted that it had valued several brooches of similar design in the past: one in poorer condition from 

Lamphey, Pembrokeshire (13.20; NMGW-4A1C32) at £25 and another, larger brooch from 

Cardigan, Ceredigion (15.35) at £190. A third recent parallel came from Trelawynd & 

Gwaenysgor, Flintshire (16.16), and was valued at £80. Taking this into account the Committee 

felt that the provisional valuation was slightly low, and it recommended £70. Worcestershire 

County Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

26. 2017 T358 Medieval silver annular brooch from Elmbridge, Worcestershire (WAW-

8C7489) 

The provisional valuer suggested £70-80. The finder supplied comments, expressing the view that 

the dimensions and quality of the brooch made it more desirable than the valuer suggested. The 

Committee inspected the brooch in light of this, but disagreed with the finder’s view and felt on the 

contrary that the valuer had been slightly optimistic in her estimation of the potential of the piece. 

The Committee recommended £60. Worcestershire County Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

27. 2017 T676 Medieval silver-gilt annular brooch from Kidderminster, Worcestershire 

(WMID-EF7056) 



The provisional valuer suggested £120-150. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this 

and felt that it was an attractive piece, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended 

£120. Worcestershire County Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

28. 2015 T827 Medieval silver finger-ring from Birtsmorton, Worcestershire (WAW-7631E2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-180. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 

and pointed to a similar example from Castle Eaton, Swindon (2016 T854; WILT-B817E9) that it 

had valued at £160 in the past and which it felt was slightly superior to the ring in question. In 

agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £150. Worcestershire County 

Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

29. 2017 T1082 Medieval silver-gilt crucifix pendant from Shincliffe, County Durham (DUR-

2D03C7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-300. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this. 

It felt that the item’s small size and rather crude design would inhibit interest in the market, and 

that the provisional valuer’s estimate was therefore too high. The Committee recommended £200. 

Durham University Museums hopes to acquire. 

 

30. 2017 T923 Medieval gold finger-ring from Biltin-in-Ainsty with Bickerton, North 

Yorkshire (DUR-4BF5EB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600-800. The finder supplied a valuation from Wartski (£2,250) 

and Timeline Auctions (£2,000-3000). The Committee took account of these as it viewed the 

finger-ring. The damage was observed but the Committee queried the effect this would have on the 

overall value. It noted that the two private valuers had appeared not to have seen the object in 

person, so that limited the Committee’s ability to place too much weight on their arguments. 

Nonetheless it felt that a second provisional valuation was necessary, and agreed to consider the 

case again when that is received. Harrogate Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

31. 2016 T357 Medieval gold finger-ring from Bradfield, Essex (ESS-1C5EBE)  

The provisional valuer suggested £1,500-1,800. The Committee inspected the finger ring in light of 

this and commented that the arguments put forth by the second valuer were reasonable. It noted 

that the damage was fairly limited, as opposed to that suffered on a ring of similar style from 

Abbess Roding, Essex (2017 T38; ESS-F4372D) which it had valued at £400. In agreement with 

the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,500. Colchester and Ipswich Museums 

Service hopes to acquire. 

 

32. 2016 T370 Medieval gold crucifix pendant from Kelvedon, Essex (ESS-C65B44) 

The provisional valuer recommended £2,500-3,000. The Committee examined the pendant in light 

of this and commented that it was an appealing, rare survival. It acknowledged the dearth of 

auction precedents to compare this to but felt that the valuer’s estimate was accurate. In agreement 

with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £3,000. Braintree Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

33. 2017 T287 Medieval gold reliquary pendant from Farnham area, Essex (ESS-8F991E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,000-3,500. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 

valuation, and parallels, to suggest the valuation was too low. The Committee took account of this 

as it examined the pendant. It acknowledged the close similarity between this item and the 

reliquary pendant from Fressingfield, Suffolk (2013 T778; SF-C86BF6) which the British Museum 

felt was not possible to date to a specific historical period and which was eventually returned to the 

finder. This view had been confirmed after the Committee had seen the Fressingfield pendant and 

valued it at £12,000, in the assumption that it was a Medieval piece. Given the uncertainty in the 

dating of the Fressingfield pendant the Committee requested that the relevant experts at the British 

Museum provide a more thorough research report on the Farnham pendant, to reassure the 

Committee of its likely date. If, after further examination, the experts are confident that the current 

identification of the piece is correct, the Committee also asked that the Secretariat commission a 

second provisional valuation of the artefact. It will then consider the case again. Saffron Walden 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

34. 2017 T517 Medieval gold iconographic ring from Roxwell area, Essex (ESS-7CA61A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4,000-£4,500. The Committee examined the ring in light of this 

and observed that the provisional valuer’s report was well-supported by examples of items reported 

under the Treasure Act which had been disclaimed and subsequently sold at auction. In agreement 



with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £4,000. Colchester and Ipswich 

Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

35. 2017 T1133 Medieval gold finger-ring from Alfreton area, Derbyshire (DENO-00FD99) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5,000-6,000. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of 

this and commented that it was a large and impressive piece. In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, the Committee recommended £6,000. Derby Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

36. 2017 T347 Medieval silver-gilt tau-cross pendant from Wramplingham, Norfolk (NMS-

5D5A28) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-60. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 

valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took these into account as it examined the 

pendant and commented that it had a distinctive and appealing form and would attract more 

attention than the valuation suggested. The Committee recommended £150. Norwich Castle 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

  

 

Post-Medieval 

 

37. 2017 T482 Post-Medieval silver cufflink from High Burnham, North Lincolnshire (NLM-

C64777) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-20. The Committee examined the cufflink in light of this and 

observed the damage that the piece had suffered. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £10. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

38. 2016 T778 Post-Medieval silver spoon handle from Lapley, Staffordshire (WMID-

67F604) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-80. The Committee inspected the item in light of this and 

although this was only a fragment of the original, the Committee conceded that collectors 

interested in antique marks on silver would have an interest in this. In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, it recommended £70. The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

39. 2016 T548 Post-Medieval gold posy ring from Boxted, Essex (ESS-FAA993) 

The provisional valuer suggested £280-300. The Committee viewed the posy ring in light of this 

and noted that it was of fairly small size and that the inscription was difficult to read. It felt that the 

suggested range of values was slightly high, and it recommended £250. Colchester and Ipswich 

Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

40. 2017 T758 Post-Medieval silver object from Trudoxhill, Somerset (SOM-590751) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-400. The Committee inspected the artefact in light of this 

and found it to be an attractive piece. The mystery of its function, and the possibility that it could 

have been used as a taster for some sort of beverage, were felt to add to its appeal. In agreement 

with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £400. Museum of Somerset hopes to 

acquire. 

 

41. 2017 T754 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Stourport area, Worcestershire 

(WMID-559471) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-400. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this. 

It had seen variations of this pendant before, most recently an example from Kirkby Stephen, 

Cumbria (2016 T350; LANCUM-32DB27) which it had valued at £400. Therefore the provisional 

valuation was felt to be accurate, and in agreement with the valuer, the Committee recommended 

£400. Worcestershire County Museums Service hopes to acquire. 

 

42. 2016 T111 Post-Medieval silver locket from Greete, Shropshire (WMID-9DD8A2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-400 for the locket in its original state; unfortunately a small 

fragment had broken loose after depositing and the valuer suggested that the piece was currently 

worth £150-£200. The British Museum has offered to conserve the item and put the broken 

segment back in place, after valuation, for the acquiring museum. The Committee examined the 

locket in light of this and acknowledged that, as stipulated by the Treasure Act Code of Practice, its 

valuation would reflect the figure that it felt the piece was worth at the time of finding. 

Accordingly, the Committee felt that the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range was accurate 



and in agreement with him, recommended £300. Shropshire County Museums Service hopes to 

acquire. 

 

43. 2017 T261 Post-Medieval gold posy ring from Navestock Heath area, Essex (ESS-

A6B9A1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500-600. The Committee inspected the posy ring in light of this 

and noted that it featured a well-known phrase found on other rings of this type. In agreement with 

the provisional valuer, it recommended £500. Epping Forest District Museum hopes to acquire. 

  

44. 2017 T533 Post-Medieval silver vervel from East Chinnock, Somerset (SOM-E93B19) 

The provisional valuer suggested £700-1,000. The Committee examined the vervel in light of this, 

and pointed out that in addition to the examples cited by the valuer, it was aware that in May 2018 

a vervel of similar type, inscribed with the name of an individual, had sold at Timeline Auctions 

for £525, inclusive of buyer’s premium (Lot 0478). Therefore the lower end of the valuer’s 

suggested range was felt to be more accurate, and the Committee recommended £700. South West 

Heritage Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

45. 2017 T351 Post-Medieval silver vervel from Hambledon area, Hampshire (SUSS-60BF64) 

The provisional valuer suggested £700-1,000. The Committee examined the vervel in light of this, 

and pointed out that in addition to the examples cited by the valuer, it was aware that in May 2018 

a vervel of similar type, inscribed with the name of an individual, had sold at Timeline Auctions 

for £525, inclusive of buyer’s premium (Lot 0478). Therefore the lower end of the valuer’s 

suggested range was felt to be more accurate, and the Committee recommended £700. Hampshire 

Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

46. 2017 T449 Post-Medieval silver cufflink from Barham, Suffolk (SF-424A2C) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-40. The Committee saw the cufflink at its meeting of 28th 

February 2018 and recommended £35. The finder and landowner supplied a challenge to the 

recommended valuation. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the cufflink again. It 

noted that there was no new evidence supplied by the finder and landowner to support their desire 

for a higher valuation, so it was unable to alter its recommendation of £35. 

 

The Committee explained that as the cufflink has been declared Treasure, it vests in the Crown and 

since Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service wishes to acquire it, it is not possible to return the 

item to the finder or landowner. The point of the Treasure Act is to enable museums to acquire 

artefacts for public benefit. Once acquired, such artefacts may go on display but even if they do not 

they are an important resource available for anyone to access for study. As part of a public 

collection they will be safeguarded for future generations.  

 

Item 3: COINS 

 

Roman 

 

47. 2016 T802 Roman coin hoard (2,114) from Piddletrenthide, Dorset (DOR-E2A223) 

The provisional valuer suggested £33,000-37,000. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light 

of this. It felt that the coins were well-preserved, with some in an exceptional condition, and it was 

noted that the silver was still on the later coins. The Committee therefore agreed with the valuer’s 

precise suggestion, and added £20 to include the pot, which the valuer had not suggested a figure 

for. In total, the Committee recommended £35,300. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Early Medieval 

 

48. 2017 T808 Early Medieval silver-gilt pierced coin from Gatcombe area, Isle of Wight 

(IOW-A6DB92) 

The provisional valuer suggested £220. The Committee inspected the pierced coin in light of this 

and found in agreement with the valuer’s reasoning that it would probably appeal more to 

collectors of artefacts than coins; nonetheless it felt that the suggested value was slightly high. The 

Committee recommended £200. The Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 

 

49. 2017 T654 Early Medieval silver coin pendant from Collingbourne Kingston, Wiltshire 

(WILT-029FC6) 



The provisional valuer suggested £250-300. The finder and landowner waived their reward before 

the meeting, thereby donating the find to Wiltshire Museum. 

 

  

 

50. 2017 T396 Early Medieval gold coin pendant from Ashford area, Kent (KENT-E5C9B7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £375. The Committee examined the coin pendant in light of this. 

It observed that it had valued a gold coin pendant of Justinian at its meeting of 25th April 2018 

(2017 T743; NMS-EB4A16) at £875, though it was in better condition and had a complete 

suspension loop. Nonetheless the Committee felt that the suggested valuation for the Ashford 

pendant was too low, and it recommended £500. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

51. 2017 T664 Early Medieval silver coin hoard (2) from Huntingdon District area, 

Cambridgeshire (CAM-EA5AD5 & CAM-34C689) 

The provisional valuer suggested £480. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and 

acknowledged that although their condition was not terribly attractive, they were scarce example, 

and the suggested value seemed reasonable. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £480. St Neots Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

52. 2017 T801 Early Medieval silver coin hoard (4) from North Norfolk area (NMS-6DA535) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600-680. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 

observed that the small hoard consisted of three more common coins that were worth 

approximately £50 each, and one rarity that would have a value of approximately £500, so in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £650. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

Medieval 

 

53. 2017 T1208 Medieval silver coin hoard (6) from Llany Blodwell, Shropshire (WMID-

2B88BC) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-100. The finder and landowner waived their reward before 

the meeting, thereby donating the find to Powysland Museum. 

  

54. 2016 T301 Medieval silver piedfort from Darrington, West Yorkshire (SWYOR-7D9485) 

The provisional valuer suggested £175. The Committee viewed the piedfort in light of this and 

acknowledged that it was a rare and interesting artefact with limited aesthetic appeal. In agreement 

with the provisional valuer, it recommended £175. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

55. 2016 T114 Medieval silver-gilt coin brooch from Great Munden, Hertfordshire (BH-

75AB13) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-250. The Committee examined the coin brooch in light of 

this and felt that it was slightly undervalued, given that the pin remained and that the coin itself 

was unusual for a British find. The Committee recommended £300. Hertford Museum hopes to 

acquire.  

 

Post-Medieval 

 

56. 2018 T88 Post-Medieval silver coins (3) from Baldwin’s Gate, Staffordshire (WMID-

1A7C25) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15. The finder and landowner waived their reward before the 

meeting, thereby donating the find to The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery. 

 

57. 2017 T564 Post-Medieval silver coins (3) from Wymondham area, Norfolk (NMS-

34DDF2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £210-270. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and 

felt that the valuation accurately reflected the condition and desirability of the coins. In agreement 

with the provisional valuer, it recommended £250. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

58. 2016 T820 Post-Medieval silver coin hoard (1,200) from Ewerby, Lincolnshire (LIN-

F454C4) 

The Collection, Lincoln, expressed an interest in acquiring 82 of the coins; the Newark Museum 

may be interested in acquiring some of the remaining coins. The first provisional valuer suggested 



£4,495 for the Collection; £23,185 for the remainder. The second provisional valuer suggested 

£8,000-10,000 for the Collection; £22,000-30,000 for remainder. 

 

The Committee examined the coins in light of this and felt that the first provisional valuer not only 

offered a more realistic assessment of the worth of the coins but also noted that he had offered a 

much more thorough breakdown of the components of the hoard and that this lead to greater 

accuracy. The Committee accepted the first valuer’s report and recommended valued of £4,495 for 

the 82 coins that the Collection had expressed an interest in, and £23,185 for the remainder. 

 

In terms of the attribution of the reward, the normal practice is to divide it equally between the 

finder and landowner, with each receiving a reward equal to 50% of the value of the find. However 

in this case the Committee understood from the report for the Coroner, and from the Coroner’s 

inquest, that the finder had failed to deposit a portion of the hoard with the Finds Liaison Officer. 

These coins were retained by the finder, and were not reported as potential Treasure, as required by 

the Treasure Act. Some of these coins were sold to third parties. The Lincolnshire Police managed 

to recover 22 coins which were handed to the Finds Liaison Officer on 1st November 2016 and 3 

coins that were passed to the FLO on the 9th of February 2017. This meant 25 coins were recovered 

by the police, and the Committee understood that the Finder and an accomplice  

 were not to profit from these 

coins in the future. The Coroner declared all 25 of these coins to be Treasure, along with the bulk 

of the hoard. At the time of the Coroner’s inquest, there were two further coins on the Finds 

Liaison Officer’s report which remained unrecovered – the Coroner declared one of these coins – 

the one which was sold to a buyer in the United States of America – to be Treasure as well.  

 

The Committee felt it was appropriate to follow the instruction of the conditional caution and that 

the finder should not profit from the coins that he failed to report, so it recommended that for any 

of these coins which were to be acquired by one of the museums, the landowner should receive 

50% of the value, and the finder should receive nothing.  

 

Further to that, the Committee observed that paragraph 79 of the Treasure Act Code of Practice 

lists possible reasons for the abatements of rewards to interested parties. It says in part: 

 

79. Finders may expect to receive no rewards at all or abated rewards under the following 
circumstances: 

 

         (i) where the finder has committed an offence under section 8 of the Act by failing to 
report treasure within 14 days of making a find or 14 days of believing or having reasonable 

grounds for believing that the find was treasure, without reasonable excuse 

(iii) where there is evidence of illegal activity in relation to a find whether or not a 
prosecution has been mounted 

(v) where a finder has failed to deposit a find promptly as directed by the coroner and/or 
where there is evidence that only part of a find has been handed in   

 

The Committee noted that all of these reasons seemed to be relevant to the circumstances of this 

case, and that and that by deliberately holding back some items from the hoard there was clear 

evidence of illegal activity and conduct that the Committee felt it should take into account. It 

therefore felt that it would be inappropriate to fully reward the finder for the coins that were 

deposited, and was minded to recommend that his portion of the reward for those coins be abated 

by 50%.  

 

Of the 82 coins selected by the Collection, Lincoln, for acquisition, 13 were coins not handed in by 

the finder and recovered by police. For those coins the Committee apportioned 50% of the value to 

the landowner and 0% to the finder. For the remaining 69 coins, the landowner was apportioned 

50% of their value and the finder 25% of the value (that is, 50% of the normal share). This 

amounted to £2,247.50 for the landowner, and £622.05 for the finder [itemised list of coins 

available].  

 

For the remainder of the coins, which may be acquired by Newark Museum, the landowner was 

assigned 50% of their value, or £11,592.50. Amongst this group were 12 coins not handed in by 

the finder and recovered by the police. These coins had a total value of £281.17. The finder was 

allocated 0% of the value of those coins, and 25% (50% of the normal share, for the remaining 

coins). This was broken down as: 



 

Total valuation of coins = £23,185 - £281.17 (value of recovered coins) = £22,903.83 x 0.25 

(finder’s share) = £5,725.95. 

 

The Committee wished to reconsider the case at its next meeting, to confirm its recommendation 

and be updated on the position of the acquiring museums.  

 

 

Item 4: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Abatement list – At the previous meeting, 25th April 2018, the Committee asked the Secretariat 

for a list of the cases where abatements to rewards were recommended. Please see enclosed list. 

 

Jersey Hoard – The Secretariat was written to by the Receiver-General of Jersey regarding its 

valuation of the coin and object hoard, asking several questions. In the letter, the Receiver-General 

explained that the finders were commissioning their own valuations of the hoard. The Committee 

explained that its normal approach is to consider a case only once all of the available information is 

presented. Since it appears likely that private valuations will be forthcoming, the Committee 

invited the Receiver-General to forward these on and it will consider them and offer its advice at 

that point.    

 

 

2017 T177 Iron Age coin hoard from Riseholme, Lincolnshire 

The Committee valued this hoard at £37,929 at its meeting of 25th April 2018. The finders were 

dissatisfied with this but had not submitted any new information with which to challenge the 

valuation, but had posed several questions.  

 

The Committee read the finders’ letter. It explained that if the finders wished the Committee to 

reconsider the valuation, it required all of the available evidence and information concerning the 

value of the coins to be presented to it so that it could properly formulate its discussion. It 

explained that it would not respond to comments made by the finder until it had all relevant 

valuation evidence available to be able to make a recommendation to the Secretary of State.   

 

2015 T94 Bronze Age gold penannular ring from Cranleigh, Surrey 

There was concern raised by the finder that the Coroner had not identified the correct landowner in 

this case and that the reward could be paid to the incorrect party. The Secretariat has listened to the 

Coroner’s inquest tape and confirmed that the Coroner gave the finder the opportunity at inquest to 

challenge the identification of the landowner, and he did not, so his raising of the issue now does 

not seem justified. The Committee agreed that due diligence had been shown to this matter and 

recommended that the Secretariat proceed to liaise with the landowner identified by the Coroner.  

 

 

Item 5: Next Meeting – The next meeting with be held on Wednesday, 1st August 2018 in the 

Hartwell Room. 

 

 

  



Provisional valuations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 




