
MINUTES                                                                                                       

 

 

Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 10th January 2018 

 
The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 10th January at 

11:15am. 
 

 

Present 

 

Committee  British Museum DCMS         Apologies 

Colin Renfrew (Chair)     Ayla Karaman  Donna McGibbon     Harry Bain  

Roger Bland  Amy Marsh           Jim Brown   

Marian Campbell Mafalda Raposo 

Hetty Gleave  Ian Richardson (Sec.) 

Chris Martin 

Tim Pestell 

 

 

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 15th November  

 

The minutes were passed as a true record of the meeting. 

 

Item 2: OBJECTS 

 

Bronze Age 

 

1. 15.18 Bronze Age hoard from Trevethin Community, Torfaen 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-22. The museum has submitted comments regarding the 

provisional valuation. The Committee considered the hoard in light of this and in agreement with 

the provisional valuer, recommended £20. National Museum of Wales on behalf of Torfaen 

Museum Trust. 

 

2. 2015 T331 Bronze Age rapier fragments from Grafton and Radcot, Oxfordshire (SUR-

A18104) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-66. The Committee examined the fragments in light of this 

and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £65. Oxfordshire Museum Service 

hopes to acquire. 

 

3. 16.04 Bronze Age gold fragment from Grosmont Community, Monmouthshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-105. The Committee examined the gold fragment in light of 

this. It had in the past valued other ancient gold ingots and hack gold fragments and established a 

level of valuation for them based on their weight and gold purity. The value suggested by the 

provisional valuer for this piece was consistent with what the Committee would expect, given its 

size, and in agreement, it recommended £100. National Museum of Wales hopes to acquire. 

 

4. 2017 T185 Bronze Age sword fragments from Skipton area, North Yorkshire (YORYM-

FFC826) 

The provisional valuer suggested £180-200. The finder supplied comments regarding the 

provisional valuation, which he felt was too low, and a private valuation from Hanson’s 

Auctioneers (£400-600). The Committee took this into consideration as it viewed the fragments. It 

accepted that it seemed likely the fragments did represent most of at least one sword, and that there 

was a market for reconstructed swords of this period. Having regard to all of the above, the 

Committee recommended £400. Craven Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

5. 2016 T923 Bronze Age hoard from Tendring, Essex (ESS-D132C4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-220. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and 

in agreement with the lower end of the range suggested by the provisional valuer, recommended 

£200. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

6. *2016 T450 Bronze Age hoard in ceramic vessel from Preston, Kent (KENT-DA6E86) 



The provisional valuer suggested £550-605. The Committee examined the material in light of this 

and noted that the copper-alloy items were all of relatively small ‘plate’, which individually 

possessed little commercial appeal. However, given the quantity, and the presence of the pot, the 

Committee found itself in agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, and 

recommended £550. Dover Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

7. 2016 T611 Bronze Age hoard from near Bowes, Durham (DUR-308251) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1150-1270. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this. 

It took note of the large amount of material, including several complete artefacts, in the group. 

Impressed with the arguments put forth by the valuer, and her supporting evidence, the Committee 

agreed with the higher end of her suggested range, and recommended £1,270. Durham University 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

8. 2016 T402 Bronze Age hoard from Buriton, Hampshire (SUR-9A711C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1200-1360. The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this. It 

noted that the two torcs were of impressive size and almost complete, and was impressed with the 

incised decoration on the bracelets. The valuation was observed to be well-supported and in 

agreement with the higher end of the suggested range, the Committee recommended £1,360. 

Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

9. 2016 T61 Bronze Age gold ornament from Iron Acton, South Gloucestershire (GLO-

F6A0EF) – 2nd viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £770. The finder had supplied comments and the Committee 

saw the ornament at its meeting of 3rd October 2017, where it asked for a second valuation. The 

second provisional valuer suggested £400-600. The Committee took all of this into account as it 

viewed the item again. It commented that it had agreed with the finder’s concern that the first 

valuation was overly reliant on the intrinsic value of the find, and felt that the second valuation was 

useful because it relied on comparisons to similar items that had sold in the market. The 

Committee also cited an example of a similar Bronze Age gold hair ring having been sold by 

Empire Antiquities in 2008 for £190.  Based on this, and in agreement with the higher end of the 

second valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £600. Bristol Museum & Art Gallery hopes to 

acquire.  

 

 

10. 2016 T187 Bronze Age gold strip from Chelmsford, Essex (PAS-6DBE56)-3rd viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £650. The Committee saw this at its meeting of 2nd August 2017 

and recommended £800. The finder challenged this and supplied comments from , 

which the Committee considered at its meeting of 3rd October 2017 before confirming its valuation 

of £800. The finder challenged this again and supplied further comments.  

 

The Committee took account of all of this as it examined the strip again. It noted the parallel 

suggested by the finder, a gold crescent from Braithwaite, South Yorkshire, (2001 T88) which had 

been valued at £1,600. The Committee felt that it would benefit from another valuation on the 

artefact and asked the Secretariat to ask the second valuer to comment on the relevance of the 

South Braithwaite strip in her report. The Committee will consider the item again once the second 

valuation is received. Chelmsford Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Iron Age 

 

11. 2017 T125 Iron Age burial assemblage from Oakley, Hampshire (HAMP-B37694) 

The provisional valuer suggested £7,100-7,810. The objects are in a fragile condition so have 

remained in local storage, though a member of the Committee has been to see them. The 

Committee discussed the case in light of this. It acknowledged that most of the value was 

contained in the two tankards, but that given the rarity of such items on the market, and the 

relatively poor condition of these examples, felt that it would benefit from the opinion of a second 

provisional valuer. It asked the Secretariat to approach another valuer to visit the items in 

Hampshire. Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

12. 2008 T449 Iron Age burial assemblage Bersted, West Sussex (SUSS-22FC67) – remote 

valuation, 2nd viewing  



The provisional valuer suggested £62,450-68,700. The hoard was discovered in the course of an 

archaeological excavation funded by the landowner, and it is only the landowner who is eligible to 

receive a reward. The items are in a fragile condition, in storage locally, however a member of the 

Committee has been to visit them in person. The Committee considered the case at its meeting of 

15th November 2017 and asked for more information from the provisional valuer, as it transpired 

that the items had been conserved after discovery, and the Committee’s remit is to value items in 

the condition in which they were found. The valuer provided further comments and a revised 

valuation, after seeing the photos of the find prior to conservation. The valuer stated that in her 

view the value of the items pre-conservation would be half of her original suggested range, a figure 

of £31,225 - £34,350 [the valuer had actually specified a revised valuation of 50% of her original, 

but then mistakenly said this would be £24,000 -£26,400, when it should have read £31,225 - 

£34,350].  

 

The Committee took all of this into consideration. It was particularly impressed with the helmet 

and the elaborate openwork crest, consisting of two (apparently) joining elements. The Committee 

felt that the assemblage, in its current state, justified a valuation in line with the lower end of the 

valuer’s initial suggested range. On the issue of conservation, the Committee pointed to paragraph 

66 of the Treasure Act 1996 Code of Practice, which says in part: ‘The valuation will be as at the 
time of finding of the object and in the condition in which it was found (see also paragraph 47). It 

is expected that the Committee will be aware of the potential value of the object in its conserved 
state, after the deduction of notional cleaning and conservation costs.’ In this situation, the 

Committee was very much aware of the potential value of the items after conservation, because 

they have already been conserved. However, whereas in most cases that come before it, those 

conservation costs would be borne by the institution acquiring the find, in this instance it was 

understood that conservation of the material would have been funded as part of the archaeological 

work paid for by the only interested party which stood to benefit from a reward, the landowner. 

Therefore the Committee felt that it was appropriate to use the valuer’s original suggested figures 

in its calculation, and in agreement with the lower end of her range, it suggested £62,450. 

 

 

Roman 

 

13. 2015 T834 Roman silver finger-ring bezel from Near Wenhaston, Suffolk (SF-8C48A2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £35-40. The Committee examined the bezel in light of this and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £40. Halesworth Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

14.2015 T835 Roman silver finger-ring bezel from Near Wenhaston, Suffolk (SF-8C5765) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-45. The Committee inspected the bezel in light of this and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £40. Halesworth Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

15. 2016 T328 Roman silver bezel from Normanton, Lincolnshire (LIN-DE5E24) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 

valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it examined the bezel. 

The Committee felt that the provisional valuation was reasonable, given that the item was only a 

small portion of a complete ring. It explained that Roman silver finger-rings are not rare on the 

market. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £50. The Collection, Lincoln, 

hopes to acquire. 

 

16. 2017 T26 Roman gold finger-ring from Hunwick, Durham (DUR-E00065) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-120. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this. As a 

general point, it found the parallels suggested by the valuer to provide a useful illustration of the 

way in which material of this nature is sold, demonstrating that a large number of items can be 

bought for a reasonable price. As for this ring, it was observed to be substantial and displayable, 

and the Committee felt a slight uplift in the suggested price was warranted. It recommended £135. 

Durham University Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

17. 2017 T311 Roman silver finger-ring from Fleet, Hampshire (HAMP-E4FB86) 

The provisional valuer suggested £210-230. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 

and observed that the valuation was well-supported by examples from the market. In agreement 

with the provisional valuer, it recommended £210. Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 

 



18. 2016 T1075 Roman gold setting with intaglio from Rowley area, East Riding of Yorkshire 

(LANCUM-3C3804) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-350. The Committee examined the setting in light of this 

and observed that unfortunately the white veins in the stone made the engraving slightly less 

distinctive. It felt that the valuation was well-argued and in agreement with the provisional valuer, 

it recommended £300.  East Riding of Yorkshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

19. 2015 T742 Roman gold finger-ring from Charlton Marshall, Dorset (DOR-790A2B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-330. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 

valuation, which he felt was too low. The museum replied to the finder’s submission. The 

Committee took account of this as it examined the finger-ring. It acknowledged the difficulty of the 

valuer in finding a precise parallel on the market but agreed that the two others that it had seen 

before and previously valued were very close examples. As with all ancient, hand-made jewellery, 

some small differences are to be expected. The Committee has also on previous occasions seen 

small Roman gold finger-rings, thought to be made for a child, and confirmed that there was no 

basis to increase the valuation on this factor. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 

recommended £300. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Early-Medieval 

 

20. 2017 T135 Early Medieval silver mount from Pimperne, Dorset (SOM-C4D7F4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £220-250. The museum has provided comments on the 

provisional valuation, which it felt was too high. The Committee took account of this as it viewed 

the mount. As the item was observed to be a fragment and fairly non-descript, the Committee felt 

that it required a second provisional valuation before making a recommendation. It agreed to 

consider the case after that is received. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

 

21. 2017 T288 Early Medieval copper-alloy strap-end with silver sheet from Froxfield, 

Hampshire (HAMP-90F259) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600-800. The Committee examined the strap-end in light of this 

and commented that it was large and impressive, and that the silver elements were nicely designed. 

Unfortunately, the copper-alloy portion was observed to be in poor condition. In agreement with 

the lower end of the suggested range, the Committee recommended £600. Hampshire Cultural 

Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

22. MANX 16.39 Early Medieval hoard from Garff, Isle of Man 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,150. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this. It 

observed that it was comprised of a group of cut, shaped rods rather than simple cast ingots and 

noted that the valuation focussed mostly on the latter. The Committee discussed the relative appeal 

of shaped rods versus ingots and decided that in this case there was not a great deal of difference. 

The Committee had in the past valued a large number of Early Medieval silver ingots and had 

established a consistent level of valuation for them, based on their weight and silver purity. The 

provisional valuation for the Garff pieces was slightly higher than the Committee’s equivalent 

figure would have been for ingots of the same size, and so it was felt appropriate to recommend a 

slightly reduced figure. The Committee recommended £1000. Manx National Heritage intends to 

acquire. 

 

 

23. 2016 T1031 Early Medieval gold jewellery element from Kellington, North Yorkshire 

(YORYM-AE4897) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1250-1500. The Committee inspected the jewellery element in 

light of this. Although small and of questionable function, the presence of the enamelling 

contributed to its attraction. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £1,400. York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

24. 2017 T248 Early Medieval silver strap-end from Meldreth, Cambridgeshire (PAS-

803E51) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,150. The Committee examined the strap-end in light of this 

and commented that it was an appealing item, of good size and with distinctive, compelling 



decoration. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £2,150. The Museum of 

Archaeology, Cambridge, hopes to acquire. 

 

25. 2016 T838 Early Medieval grave assemblage from near Louth, Lincolnshire (LIN-

74E196) 

The provisional valuer suggested £6,070-6,710. The finder has submitted comments on the 

provisional valuation, which he feels overlooked some elements of the hoard. The Committee took 

account of this as it viewed the assemblage. It confirmed for the finder that the valuer had indeed 

seen all of the items from the hoard, and acknowledged the presence of the detached hook from the 

enamelled escutcheon and the hooks from the second set of openwork escutcheons. The Committee 

felt that it required a second provisional valuation before arriving at a conclusion, and agreed to 

reconsider the case once that is received. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 

 

NB: The Committee felt that the material here was in a poor condition and that the first valuation 

was too high. 

 

26. 2016 T446 Early Medieval silver & gold mount from Wembury, Devon (DEV-2F425F)- 

3rd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,200. The Committee had seen the mount on several 

occasions, most recently at its meeting of 3rd October 2017, where it confirmed an earlier 

recommendation of £800. The finder challenged the recommended value and submitted further 

comments. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the mount again. The Committee 

found nothing in the finder’s submission to cause it to depart from its earlier recommendation, but 

in answer to the last point made in the finder’s email of 15 November 2017, explained that he is 

welcome to seek his own independent valuation with a commercial specialist and to supply that to 

the Committee, who will take it into consideration. The Committee asked the finder to let it know 

his intended course of action and if he was to seek an independent valuation, to supply that as soon 

as possible. Plymouth City Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

27. 2016 T951 Early Medieval gold mount from "Melton", Leicestershire (LEIC-57BE78) - 

2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £12,000-14,000. The finder had supplied comments and an offer 

to buy from Wartski for £20,500. The Committee saw the item at its meeting of 3rd October 2017 

and recommended £14,000.  The finder challenged the recommended valuation. 

 

The Committee took account of all of this as it examined the mount again. It thanked the finder for 

his letter and sought to address the points he raised: 

 

1. The Committee explained that Beast Head pendant allegedly found in Norfolk in 2012 and 

the Anglo-Saxon Beast Head pendant sold by Timeline Auctions in December 2016 for 

£8,000 were two separate items. The Committee had personal knowledge of the latter’s 

existence as part of the Lord McAlpine collection in the 1980s.  Therefore it saw no reason 

to discount the evidence from the sales at Timeline.  

2. The similarity in placement of the pin which is thought may have held a longer pointer to 

that of the Alfred Jewel is noted, but the Committee explained that this small detail was 

factored into the overall appeal of the piece and did not in itself warrant a higher figure 

than previously suggested. 

3. The Committee accepted that the mount was probably owned and used by someone of 

high status, and that this was a contributing factor in its previous recommendation. It 

explained that it was impossible to speculate on a more specific identity of the owner or to 

associate it with the issuing of the Alfred Jewel. 

4. The Committee was aware of all of the parallels mentioned here by the finder, and 

confirmed that its recommendation was made in this context. As previously explained, it 

does not discount the evidence from sales of similar antiquities at Timeline Auctions. The 

Sutton-on-the-Forest animal head was valued in the early years of the Treasure Act, 

without as much evidence from the market as now exists. The recently valued mount from 

South Norfolk, 2016 T760 (NMS-02D9D8), was acknowledged as being in worse 

condition than the piece in question, but that is why the Committee valued it at just over 

half the recommended value for the Melton mount. 

 

The Committee noted that its previous recommendation was at the top end of the range suggested 

by the provisional valuer, and taking into account all of the evidence at its disposal, maintained that 



this reflected an accurate market value for the mount. The Committee confirmed a valuation of 

£14,000. Auckland Castle Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

 

28. 2016 T890 Early Medieval pyramid mount from Upton Grey, Hampshire (BUC-87B54A)-

3rd viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £25,000-27,500, the second provisional valuer suggested 

£1,300-1,500, and the third provisional valuer suggested £750. The finder submitted a private 

valuation from  for £16,000 - £18,000. 

 

The Committee took all of this into consideration as it viewed the mount again. It appreciated that 

the item consisted of a gold cap, or sheet, over a base-metal core, but nonetheless felt that the 

second and third valuations that it had commissioned were much too low, given other examples in 

the market and seen previously by the Committee. In addition to those parallels provided by the 

private valuer, the Committee also had sight of a gold and garnet pyramid mount from Woodbridge 

area, Suffolk (2012 T721), valued at £16,500. In light of this, the lower end of the private valuation 

was felt to be the most accurate estimation of the worth of the piece, and the Committee 

recommended £16,000. Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Medieval 

 

29. 16.22 Medieval silver brooch fragment from Aberdaron Community, Gwynedd 

The provisional valuer suggested £30. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £30. National Museum of Wales on behalf of 

Storiel Museum, Bangor, hopes to acquire. 

 

30. 2017 T309 Medieval silver annular brooch from Woodham, Buckinghamshire (BUC-

CE3A06) 

The provisional valuer suggested ‘Under £50’. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this 

and noted that although fragmentary, at least most of the original item was present. It agreed that 

the item was worth less than £50, and recommended £40. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes 

to acquire. 

 

31. 2017 T290 Medieval silver-gilt annular brooch from Shalfleet, Isle of Wight (IOW-

A7AC5D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £55. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this, noting its 

lack of pin. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £55. Isle of Wight Heritage 

Service hopes to acquire. 

 

32. 2015 T948 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Chesham, Buckinghamshire (BH-

05F4B1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-60. The Committee examined the ring in light of this, taking 

account of its slightly crushed state and broken hoop. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 

recommended £50. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

33. 16.21 Medieval silver brooch from Tredegar Community, Blaenau Gwent 

The provisional valuer suggested £80. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and 

found the valuation to be accurate; in agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £80. 

National Museum of Wales hopes to acquire. 

 

34. 15.35 Medieval silver brooch from Cardigan Community, Ceredigion 

The provisional valuer suggested £70-90. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this. At the 

same meeting it also saw another similar brooch from Tredegar Community (16.21) which it 

valued at £80. The Cardigan brooch was observed to be slightly more complete and attractive, and 

therefore in agreement with the higher end of the valuer’s suggested range, the Committee 

recommended £90. National Museum of Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Ceredigion Museum. 

 

35. 2017 T128 Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Clanfield, Oxfordshire (SUR-9B3B91) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-300. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this 

and in agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, recommended £200. 

Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 



 

36. *2016 T266 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Herstmonceux, East Sussex (SUSS-

7BF8CD) 

The provisional valuer suggested ‘Under £500’. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light 

of this. It noted that the valuation was not very specific, and cited a parallel ring having sold in 

Timeline Auctions sale of September 2017, lot 564, for £365 inclusive of buyer’s premium (which 

the Committee considers to be an add-on above the market price). Accordingly, the Committee 

recommended £300 for this finger-ring. Eastbourne Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

37. 2016 T1029 Medieval gold brooch from Thorngumbald, East Riding of Yorkshire 

(YORYM-FC34DE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £450-500. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this, 

noting that it had lost its pin and was not very substantial, but commenting that the delicate nature 

and careful craftsmanship gave it an appeal. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £450. East Riding of Yorkshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

38. 2015 T649 Medieval gold finger-ring from Stockton-on-the-Forest, York (SWYOR-

1091E4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £700-800. The Committee viewed the ring in light of this. It 

noted the comparisons provided by the valuer but felt that the size, wearability and attraction of 

this ring gave it an appeal above the range she suggested. The Committee recommended £900. 

York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

39. 2016 T857 Medieval/Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from West Tisbury, Wiltshire 

(WILT-8F576B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000. The Committee examined the ring in light of this and 

commented that the valuation was precise and fair, and supported by examples in the market. In 

agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £1,000. Salisbury Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

40. 2017 T320 Medieval gold signet ring from Sedgwick area, Cumbria (LANCUM-632720) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,800-2,000. The Committee inspected the signet ring in light of 

this. It noted the wear that it had suffered but found the scallop device and the interesting 

inscription to be appealing. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £2,000. 

Kendal Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

41. 2016 T374 Medieval silver seal matrix from Wargrave, Wokingham (SUR-06081D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,500. The Committee examined the seal matrix in light of this. 

Although the inscription was slightly rough, the overall design and the attractive gemstone justified 

the suggested price, which was felt to be accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £3,500. The Ashmolean Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

42. 2015 T988 Medieval gold seal matrix from Epwell, Oxfordshire (BERK-2A91CA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20,000-25,000. The Committee inspected the seal matrix in 

light of this. It noted the small size of the item but commented that it was expertly made. The 

suggestion that it may have belonged to a woman was a contribution to its appeal. The valuation 

was observed to be very thorough and reinforced by the valuers personal experience in acquiring 

another gold seal matrix on the market. In agreement with the valuer, the Committee recommended 

£25,000. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire.  

 

Post-Medieval 

 

43. 2017 T488 Post Medieval silver thimble from Leekfrith, Staffordshire (WMID-2D17EE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5-10. The Committee viewed the thimble in light of this and in 

agreement with the valuer, recommended £5. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to 

acquire.   

 

44. 2016 T226 Post-Medieval silver button from Hatfield, Doncaster (SWYOR-3B37A6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee examined the button in light of this and felt 

that it would have limited appeal on the market. It recommended £5. Doncaster Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 



45. 2016 T1026 Post-Medieval silver cufflink from Bramfield, Suffolk (SF-EC3E66) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-20. The Committee viewed the cufflink element in light of 

this and observed its squashed state. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended 

£10. Halesworth Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

46. 2017 T137 Post-Medieval silver button from Stalbridge, Dorset (SOM-C548D2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-20. The Committee viewed the button in light of this and its 

size and decoration were felt to justify the higher end of the valuer’s range. The Committee 

recommended £20. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

47. 2015 T642 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pin from Quainton, Buckinghamshire (BUC-

ACFB93) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The Committee viewed the pin in light of this and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £35. Buckinghamshire County Museum   

hopes to acquire. 

 

48. 15.16 Post-Medieval silver cufflinks (2) from New Tredegar Community, Caerphilly 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-70. The Committee examined the cufflinks in light of this. It 

had seen many variations on these type of cufflinks before, and their commonness meant that they 

possess little market value. However a ‘pair of pairs’ was felt to be more interesting and a rarer 

find. Taking this, and the slight damage they had suffered into account, the Committee 

recommended, in agreement with the valuer, £60. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire.   

 

49. 2017 T310 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Stanwix Area, Cumbria (LANCUM-

3C7098) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-80. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this and 

in agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £50. Tullie 

House Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

50. 15.36  Post-Medieval silver finger-ring from Cardigan Community, Ceredigion 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-150. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 

and acknowledged the unfortunate poor condition of the ring and its damaged hoop. In agreement 

with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £100. National Museum Wales 

on behalf of Ceredigion Museum hope to acquire. 

 

51. 2017 T424 Post-Medieval silver vervel from Thorndon, Suffolk (SF-C546B8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-180. The Committee inspected the vervel in light of this, 

noting that the inscription named a place but gave no indication as to the owner, which would have 

added to its appeal on the market. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £180. Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge, hopes to acquire. 

 

52. 2016 T539 Post-Medieval gold posy ring from St Marybourn, Hampshire (BUC-

7FAFAA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-300. The Committee inspected the posy ring in light of this. 

It commented on the wear that the ring had suffered, but noticed the presence of the inscription. In 

agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £200. Hampshire Cultural 

Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

53. Museum Withdrew 2017 T330 Post-Medieval silver thimble from Shorwell, Isle of Wight 

(IOW-6A0588) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1200-1700 

The Isle of Wight Heritage Service withdrew interest before valuation. 

 

54. Museum Withdrew 2016 T677 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Peatling Magna, 

Leicestershire (LEIC-6B7C83) 

The provisional valuer suggested, £5,000-10,000 

Leicestershire Museum Service withdrew interest before valuation. 

 

55. 2017 T55 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Thame, Oxfordshire (NARC-5E56D2) – 

2nd viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £3000-5000. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 

15th November 2017 and requested a second valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested 



£2,500-3,000. The Committee examined the ring again in light of this. Noting the interesting 

design, it felt that the second valuer in particular had provided good evidence to reinforce her 

valuation. In agreement with the top end of her range, and the lower end of the first valuer’s 

suggested range, the Committee recommended £3,000. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to 

acquire. 

 

Item 3. COINS 

 

Iron Age coins  

 

56. 2015 T35 Iron Age coin from Near Orford, Suffolk (SF-0891FB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5. The Committee viewed the coin in light of this and in 

agreement with the valuer, recommended £5. Orford Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

57. 2017 T48 Iron Age coin hoard (8) from Wokefield, West Berkshire (SUR-218923)  

The provisional valuer suggested £3,400-3,600. The finder supplied comments on this, citing a 

conversation with the specialist Chris Rudd Ltd. Representatives from Chris Rudd Ltd. contacted 

the Secretariat to state that they were aware that their suggestion might be presented to the 

Committee but that this should not be regarded as an official valuation, having not handled the 

coins in person. The Committee was grateful to Chris Rudd Ltd. for coming forward with this 

information. In any case, the Committee’s own view upon seeing the coins was that the provisional 

valuation was correct and well-supported. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £3,600. West Berkshire Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Roman coins  

 

58. 2016 T387 Roman coin hoard (2) from Lapley, Stretton & Wheaton Aston, Staffordshire 

(WMID-1F238A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5. The Committee viewed the small hoard in light of this and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £5. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery 

hopes to acquire. 

 

59. 2017 T300 Roman coin hoard (3) from Wheaton Aston, Staffordshire (WMID-D085A6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-30. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, suggested £25. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes 

to acquire. 

 

60. 2016 T356 Roman coin hoard (33) and pot sherds from Riseholme, Lincolnshire (LIN-

86184B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this. It felt 

that the condition of the coins was such as to justify an average value of almost £2 each, and 

therefore it recommended £65 for the entire hoard. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 

 

61. 2015 T418 Roman coin hoard (3) from Worsbrough, South Yorkshire (SWYOR-

EFCB7A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £65-85. The Committee viewed the three coins in light of this 

and observed that a figure towards the upper half of the suggested range was warranted. In 

agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £80. Barnsley Museum hopes 

to acquire. 

 

62. 2015 T855 Roman coin hoard (4) from Dearne South, Barnsley (SWYOR-0C79EF) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-120. The Committee inspected the coin hoard in light of 

this and found the valuation to make an accurate assessment of the rarity and condition of the 

coins. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £110. Barnsley 

Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

63. 2015 T731 Roman coin hoard (2015) & remains of urn from Barlston area, Staffordshire 

(WMID-225242) 

The provisional valuer suggested £9,000-9,500. The finder supplied comments regarding the 

provisional valuation, specifically regarding the pot, which the provisional valuer had not included 

in his figure. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the hoard. It was noted that the 



valuer suggested individual figures for the more desirable coins in the hoard, but that for the bulk 

of the hoard he suggested values for groups of coins, the largest of which were the 1400 coins 

catalogued as numbers 277-372. These valuations were based on an earlier sale of a similar coin 

hoard from South Petherton, Somerset, (2013 T775) that had been disclaimed and returned to the 

finder. The South Petherton coins sold for less on average than the average price suggested by the 

provisional valuer for the Barlaston hoard, but the Committee felt this was reasonable, given the 

relative condition of the coins, which were felt to be better in the Barlaston Hoard. The Committee 

agreed with the lower end of the range suggested by the valuer, and valued the pot fragments at 

£50, giving an overall valuation of £9,050.  The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Early Medieval coins  

 

64. 2017 T545 Early Medieval coin hoard from Shalfleet, Isle of Wight & 2016 T596 Early 

Medieval coin hoard from Shalfleet, Isle of Wight (IOW-AC10C3; IOW-0B24C2)  

The provisional valuer suggested £4,050. The Committee examined the three gold tremisses in 

light of this. It observed that the valuation was well-supported by recent sales in the market. In 

agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £4,050. The British Museum 

hopes to acquire. 

 

65. 2016 T546 Early Medieval coin hoard (9) and copper-alloy mount from Near Thomanby, 

North Yorkshire (DUR-E3940D) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,550. The Committee saw the coins at its meeting of 15th 

November 2017 and suggested £1,740, later clarified as £1,780. Two of the finders asked for the 

case to be reconsidered as they felt that the breakdown of the values of the items found by each of 

the three finders was inconsistent. The Committee took account of the submissions and looked at 

the coins again. The Committee explained that when valuing a small group of coins such as this, 

each individual coin is assessed according to its rarity and condition, and for that reason some of 

the coins were deemed to be worth more than the provisional valuer suggested, and others the same 

or slightly less. It was not thought accurate to apply a uniform uplift of 21% to all of the coins, as 

suggested by one of the finders. The Committee’s view was that its recommendation of £1,780 was 

correct for the nine coins and the mount and in order to be helpful it broke down the valuation 

according to the coins found by each finder: 

 

Coins discovered by : £1,400 

Coins and mount discovered by : £140 

Coins discovered by : £240 

 

The York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Medieval coins  

 

66. 16.36 Medieval coin hoard (2) from Porthmadog Community, Gwynnedd 

The provisional valuer suggested £160. The Committee examined the coins in light of this. It 

observed that the valuer had been optimistic about the condition of these coins and had graded 

them too highly, and that their condition was not as good as the valuer believed. The Committee 

recommended £100. The National Museum of Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Storiel 

Museum, Bangor. 

 

[Tim Pestell left the room] 

 

NORFOLK FINDS 

67. 2016 T190 Bronze Age gold penannular ring fragment from Runhall, Norfolk (NMS-

183C7E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-70. The Committee examined the fragment in light of this 

and acknowledged the presence of the striations, which contributed to its visual appeal, but felt that 

suggested figure was slightly high for what was less than 50% of the original item. The Committee 

recommended £50. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

68. 2017 T3 Iron Age copper alloy hoops from Central Norfolk (NMS- 3D95A3) 



The first provisional valuer suggested £500-800; the second provisional valuer suggested £600-

660. The finder submitted comments on the provisional valuations, which he felt were too low. The 

Committee took account of this as it viewed the items. It thanked the finder for his letter and noted 

that some of his queries had already been addressed by the Secretariat. The Committee was aware 

of the knowledge and expertise of the valuers it commissioned and had no issue in using their 

suggested figures as a starting point in the discussion of the value of the items. If the finder wishes 

to provide his own valuations, he is welcome to do so, and the Committee reminded him that it 

would place greater weight on valuations provided by recognised members of the antiquities trade 

who had seen the items in person, which they can arrange to do at the British Museum.  

 

The Committee observed that several of the items were of an impressive size. If the supposition 

that the hoops form part of a sistra is correct, than that would be an item of academic or specialist 

interest, but not necessarily one that gave great commercial appeal to the items. The Committee 

found itself in agreement with the first provisional valuer, and recommended £700. Norwich Castle 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

69. 2016 T828 Early Medieval silver-gilt mount from Cawston, Norfolk (NMS-D7D6BE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-60. The Committee examine the mount in light of this and in 

agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, recommended £40. Norwich Castle 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

70. 2016 T947 Early Medieval coin hoard (2) from Fincham, Norfolk (NMS-455910) 

The provisional valuer suggested £155. The Committee inspected the two coins in light of this, and 

felt that the valuer had slightly underappreciated their appeal. It recommended £180. King’s Lynn 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

71. 2010 T234 Early Medieval silver coin hoard (70) from North Norfolk area, Norfolk 

(NMS-6DA535)  

The provisional valuer suggested £7,160. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 

valuation. The Committee thanked the finder for his letter and expressed regret that it had taken so 

long for the case to reach this stage of the process. It felt that the coins, which it looked at carefully  

alongside coins from the later case 2015 T22, had been slightly undervalued, given their condition, 

and recommended £7,500. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

72. 2015 T22 Early Medieval coin hoard (6) from North Norfolk (NMS-6DA535) – addendum 

to 2010 T234 

The provisional valuer suggested £430. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 

valuation. The Committee thanked the finder for his letter and expressed regret that it had taken so 

long for the case to reach this stage of the process. It felt that the coins, which it looked at 

alongside coins from the earlier case 2010 T234, had been slightly undervalued, given their 

condition, and recommended £450. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 

.   

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting with the provisional valuers, 15 November 2017: The Committee 

endorsed the minutes of the meeting, and asked the Secretariat to distribute them to the provisional 

valuers, along with a letter that made several specific requests: 

 

- Not to mention ‘scrap’ value in valuations, and for the intrinsic metal value to only be used as a 

means of arriving at valuations when the item in question is undiagnostic. All recognisable 

artefacts should instead be valued on their aesthetic appeal, rarity, condition, wearability, 

collectability.    

- Not to denigrate the object. This can create a negative attitude in interested parties, who can 

perceive it as an attempt to artificially lower the true value of a piece or wonder why the object is 

being acquired at all, if it is so poor. 

- Not to overly laud the object. This can create unrealistic expectations in interested parties and 

make it difficult for the Committee to recommend a lower figure if it needs to. 

- A reminder that in the event a valuer is providing a private valuation, these should not be framed 

as mere ‘offers to buy’ as these do not provide a rationale for the estimated market value of a piece. 

A buyer may be willing to pay over and above the market price to acquire a piece, but that does not 

mean that the market price follows them.  

 

 

2016 T241 – Iron Age Sword from West Cumbria (LANCUM-D10482) 

The Committee had considered this case three times. At its meeting of 3rd May 2017 it 

recommended £1,000 for the sword, but the finder challenged this and at its meeting of 2nd August 

2017 the Committee agreed that a member of the Committee should see the sword in person before 

finalising its recommendation. A Committee member was able to see the sword at the York 

Archaeological Trust in December 2017, and so the Committee reconsidered the matter, taking 

account of the finder’s earlier submissions. 

 

It was confirmed that the sword and its scabbard are in poor condition and that they will need 

considerable conservation work when they are accessioned by a museum. The Committee 

acknowledged, though, that the sword had a commanding physical presence which gave it an 

appeal and felt that the provisional valuation (of £900 - £1,100) and its previous recommendation 

were slightly low. The Committee recommended £1,200. The Beacon Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Tim Pestell: This was the last meeting for Tim Pestell, who joined the TVC in 2008 and served for 

10 years as the Museums Representative on the Committee. The Chairman, members and 

Secretariat acknowledged Dr Pestell for his diligence and thoroughness, and thanked him for the 

many days of unpaid work he had performed on behalf of the Committee.  

 

The Chairman said it was a matter of importance for a replacement Museums Representative to be 

appointed as soon as possible.  
 

  



Provisional valuations: 
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