
MINUTES                                                                                                            

 
 

Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 3
rd

 October 2017 

 
The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Tuesday, 3rd October at 
11:15am.  
 
Present 

Committee:  British Museum DCMS       Jersey Heritage 
Colin Renfrew (Chair) Ayla Karaman  Donna McGibbon    Olga Finch 
Harry Bain   Mafalda Raposo  Penelope Rafter       Neil Mahrer 
Jim Brown  Ian Richardson (Sec.) 
Marian Campbell Holly Walker 
Chris Martin 
Tim Pestell 
 
Apologies: 

Roger Bland 
Hetty Gleave 
 
 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 2

nd
 August  

The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
   

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
[Olga Finch and Neil Mahrer left the room] 

 

 

Item 3: OBJECTS 

 

Bronze Age 

 

1. 2016 T61 Bronze Age gold ornament from Iron Acton, South Gloucestershire (GLO-

F6A0EF) 
The provisional valuer suggested £770. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee examined the ornament in light of this and 
found the provisional valuation to rely too heavily on the intrinsic metal value in the item, when it 
felt the value should be more focussed on the condition and collectability of the piece. For that 
reason the Committee felt that the calculation of a value that was based on 3.25 times the instrinsic 
value of the gold in the item was not well-supported and that a second provisional valuation was 
necessary. The Committee deferred making a recommendation until the second valuation is 
received. Bristol Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

 

2. 2016 T239 Bronze Age Hoard (27 items) from Driffield area, East Riding of Yorkshire 

(YORYM-D028FE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,890. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this, and 
alongside the similar, larger hoard from a nearby location, 2016 T240. In both cases it noted that 
the provisional valuer had quoted prices for comparable items from auction that included buyer’s 
premium, whereas the actual auction hammer prices (which the Committee feels more accurately 
reflects market value) were lower. The Committee felt that a second provisional valuation was 



necessary, and deferred making a recommendation until that is received. Hull & East Riding of 
Yorkshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

3. 2016 T240 Bronze Age Hoard (158 items) from Driffield area, East Riding of Yorkshire 

(YORYM-D2333A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £9,520. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this, and 
alongside the similar, smaller hoard from a nearby location, 2016 T239. In both cases it noted that 
the provisional valuer had quoted prices for comparable items from auction that included buyer’s 
premium, whereas the actual auction hammer prices (which the Committee feels more accurately 
reflects market value) were lower. The Committee felt that a second provisional valuation was 
necessary, and deferred making a recommendation until that is received. Hull & East Riding of 
Yorkshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
4. 2016 T187 Bronze Age gold strip from Chelmsford, Essex (PAS-6DBE56)-2

nd
 viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £650. The Committee saw the rolled strip at its meeting of 2nd 
August 2017 and recommended £800. The finder was dissatisfied with this and has submitted 
comments from on the valuation.  
 
The Committee took account of all of this as it viewed the strip again. It felt that its original 
valuation of £800 had adequately taken into account the potential increase in appeal that the strip 
might have, were it to be unrolled, and that the finder’s submission provided no new information to 
cause it to depart from a recommendation of £800. 
 
The Committee felt it was necessary to clarify several points raised in the finder’s letter and 

correspondence. As property of the Crown, the gold strip is intended to be placed with 
Chelmsford Museum and the interested parties (the finder and landowner) are proposed to be 
rewarded – the piece is not being ‘sold to the museum’ and the recommended valuation figure is 
not an ‘offer’ to ‘buy’. was incorrect to advise the finder that he can ask for the find to be 
disclaimed, for as long as a museum wishes to acquire the piece the Crown will not disclaim its 
ownership. The Committee appreciated that there was a desire on the part of the finder to unroll the 
piece in the hope that it would add to its appeal, but explained that the reason why it had to be 
valued ‘as at the time of finding’ was that its current state reflected the history of the item’s use. As 
explained in the report for the coroner, a ‘deliberate destructive treatment’ of such items is fairly 
common in the Bronze Age and is an important element to retain. Ultimately the piece will be in 
the safekeeping of the acquiring museum and it will be for them to decide how to care for and 
present it, but current museum practice is to preserve such items in the shape in which they are 
found. For that reason the Committee could not support the finder’s request to have it unrolled as 
part of the valuation process. 
 
Chelmsford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

Iron Age 

 

5. 2013 T832 Iron Age hoard (325) from Richmond area, North Yorkshire (DUR-F30292)-2
nd

 

viewing  
The provisional valuer suggested £1,200-1,320. The Committee saw the case at its meeting of 2nd 
August 2017 and recommended £200. The finder challenged the recommended valuation, which he 
felt was too low. He submitted that the original hoard (2011 T382), to which this is an addendum, 
was valued more highly by the Committee.  The Committee had valued the original hoard at £800. 
The Committee took account of all of this as it viewed the items again. It acknowledged that its 
most recent valuation, for material that was not very different from the original hoard, was much 
lower. In light of this, and given that the provisional valuer had suggested a much higher figure 
than the Committee had recommended, it felt that it would be fair to seek a second provisional 
valuation for the more recent material, and to reconsider the case once that is received. The British 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Roman 

 

6. 2016 T328 Roman silver bezel from Normanton, Lincolnshire (LIN-DE5E24) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee inspected the bezel in light of this and 
commented that since this was only a small portion of the original ring, it would not compare 
favourably with complete examples. Nonetheless it felt the suggested value was fair and in 



agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £50. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to 
acquire. 
 
7. 2016 T835 Roman silver-gilt brooch from Cote, Oxfordshire (LEIC-0B0B5E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the brooch. 
It acknowledged the incomplete and damaged nature of the item but noticed it was substantial in 
size and distinctive, retaining much of its gilding. The Committee felt that it had been 
underappreciated by the valuer, and recommended £100. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 
 
Early Medieval 

 

 

8. 2016 T260 Early Medieval cast silver hooked tag from Bramber, West Sussex (SUSS-

7E9D11) 

The provisional valuer suggested £37-40. The Committee examined the hooked tag in light of this 
and noting the small size of the fragment, recommended £35. Steyning Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

9. 2016 T681 Early Medieval gold bracteate fragment from Nailstone, Leicestershire (LEIC-

D6218C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £45-55. The Committee inspected the bracteate fragment in light 
of this and agreed that most of its interest was archaeological. It noted that a larger bracteate 
fragment (2008 T632; NMS-F32792) was valued at £110 and acquired by Norwich Castle 
Museum. In agreement with the higher end of the range suggested by the valuer, the Committee 
recommended £55. Leicestershire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
10. 2017 T47 Early Medieval silver strap-end from Elsted, West Sussex (SUR-219F9A) 
The provisional valuer suggested £175. The Committee inspected the strap end in light of this. 
Although it had suffered some damage, the presence of the runic inscription, however faint, was 
felt to make the appeal of the strap-end greater than the provisional valuer appreciated. The 
Committee recommended £250. The Novium, Chichester, hopes to acquire.  
 

11. 2016 T467 Early Medieval gold ingot from Chipping Ongar, Essex (LON-579AB1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £270. The Committee viewed the ingot in light of this. It noted 
that the valuation was based on a Timeline Auction sale in 2014, and it noted that Timeline 
Originals had also offered similar ingots for retail prices (which are higher than the market value) 
that averaged £37 per gram and £46 per gram. In this context the valuation was thought to be fair, 
and in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £270. Epping Forrest 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
12. 2016 T327 Early Medieval gold pendant (incomplete) from Welton, East Riding of 

Yorkshire (YORYM-DF4851) 

The provisional valuer suggested £450-550. The Committee inspected the pendant in light of this. 
It noted the parallels cited by the valuer and acknowledged his appreciation of the relative rarity of 
this piece to those, but felt that it would perform better on the market than he suggested. The 
damage it had suffered was felt to be countered by the appealing stylised design. The Committee 
recommended £800. East Riding of Yorkshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

13. 2017 T480 Early Medieval gold finger-ring from Caterham on the Hill, Surrey (SUR-

C33FB2) 

The provisional valuer £750-850. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this and 
commented that the comparison cited in the Timeline Auction of 6 September 2017 (lot 938) was 
only superficially similar to this ring, and not a useful guide. The construction of the ring from 
Caterham, with four rods of varying diameter twisted together, made for an appealing design, and 
the Committee felt it would achieve a higher figure on the market than suggested by the valuer. 
The Committee recommended £1,250. East Surrey Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 

14. 2016 T951 Early Medieval gold mount from "Melton", Leicestershire (LEIC-57BE78)  



The provisional valuer suggested £12,000-14,000. The finder submitted a private valuation from 
for £20,500. The Committee took account of this as it inspected the mount. It mentioned 

that at its previous meeting, it had valued a similar artefact from South Norfolk (2016 T760; NMS-
02D9D8) at £7,500, a value accepted by all parties concerned. The Committee felt the Melton 
mount was in better condition and more attractive than the South Norfolk example. The provisional 
valuer cited five examples of comparable items and the Committee felt that these supported the 
figure that she suggested. The valuation also mentioned two of the examples cited by the 
provisional valuer, but reached a different conclusion and the Committee felt that it’s higher figure 
was more difficult to justify on the evidence available. The Committee felt it was odd that 
offered to buy the Melton mount at such a high figure when a comparable item – the Anglo-Saxon 
Beast’s head sold by Timeline Auctions in December 2016 – was recently on the market for much 
less money but was not acquired by them.  
 
Taking all of the above into consideration, in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £14,000. Leicestershire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

15. 2016 T890 Early Medieval pyramid mount from Upton Grey, Hampshire (BUC-87B54A)-

2
nd

 viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £25,000-27,500. The Committee saw the mount at its 
meeting of 2nd August 2017 and asked for clarification from the first valuer and a second valuation.  
The comments were received and the second provisional valuer suggested £1,300-1,500. The 
finder supplied comments on the provisional valuations, the second of which he felt was too low.  
 
The Committee took account of all of this as it viewed the pyramid mount again. The first valuer 
had offered further support for her valuation, pointing out that several of the comparables cited 
were also for mounts that were made of a gold cover on a base metal core. However the Committee 
pointed out that the cover in this case was much thinner than that on the example from Bury St 
Edmunds which had been valued at £20,000.  
 
The Committee acknowledged the great disparity between the two provisional valuations and felt 
that in order to recommend a figure, diligence required it to seek a third valuation. The Committee 
deferred making a recommendation until after that valuation is received and considered. Hampshire 
Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 
 

16. 2016 T896 Early Medieval Gold Pendant from Ham & Stone, Stroud (GLO-9C3FFD) -2
nd

 

viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £375. The Committee saw the pendant at its meeting of 2nd 
August 2017 and recommended £400. The finder challenged the recommended valuation, and 
supplied comparisons of past pendants that the Committee has valued.  
 
The Committee took account of this as it viewed the pendant again. The Committee was grateful to 
the finder for listing all of these finds parallels and confirmed that it was indeed aware of the 
valuations that had been assigned to them. In most cases the pendants cited were in better 
condition, and the Committee pointed out that their valuations were, in context, very similar to the 
figure it had recommended for the Ham & Stone pendant. These examples reinforced the 
Committee’s view that its original valuation was accurate, and it confirmed a recommendation of 
£400. Museum in the Park, Stroud, hopes to acquire. 
 

17. 2016 T446 Early Medieval silver & gold mount from Wembury, Devon (DEV-2F425F)- 

2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,200. The Committee saw the mount at its meeting of 2nd 
August 2017 and recommended £800. The finder challenged the recommended value and 
submitted an estimate on the find given by  prior to it being reported as 
potential Treasure. 
 
The Committee took account of this as it viewed the item again. It assured the finder that both the 
valuer and the Committee itself had seen the item in the flesh, so he should have no concern that it 
might have been poorly appreciated from a photograph. It appreciated that the provisional valuer 
had felt that the mount was a handsome object and that the gold was ‘attractive’ but the Committee 
disagreed. The estimate was noted to be supported by an Anglo-Saxon Gilt-
Bronze Salin’s Style I Mount that was offered in one of their sales, but the Committee felt that this 
did not bear a close resemblance to the Wembury mount and did not serve as a useful guide of its 



potential on the market. Although a bronze item and not Treasure, the example quoted by Timeline 
had a very distinct and appealing design. The Committee found nothing further in the finder’s 
submission to cause it to depart from its original valuation, and it confirmed a recommendation of 
£800. Plymouth Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
18. 2016 T742 Early Medieval gold and garnet stud from Milton under Wychwood, 

Oxfordshire (NMS-244527)- 2
nd

 viewing  
The provisional valuer suggested £1,500-1,650. The Committee saw the object at its meeting of 2nd 
August 2017 and recommended £1,600. The finder challenged the recommended valuation. The 
Committee took account of this as it examined the stud again. It noted that the finder cited an 
example that had sold on eBay (former Treasure case 2009 T648; NARC-2CE634) which he felt 
was in worse condition that the piece he found. He also argued that the comparison cited by the 
Committee in the minutes of its previous discussion (2005 T510) was, although much larger, in 
sufficiently worse condition as to be less attractive than the item he found. The Committee 
explained that it had been aware of the eBay example when it made the initial valuation, as it had 
been cited by the provisional valuer. The Committee’s view was that it’s previous recommendation 
took adequate account of the relative state of preservation of these pieces and their attraction to a 
potential buyer on the market. Finding nothing further in the finder’s submission to cause it to 
depart from its original valuation, the Committee confirmed a recommendation of £1,600. 
Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

19. 2016 T636 Early Medieval gold grave assemblage from Burley, Rutland (LEIC-47843A -

LEIC-47AE03) – 4
th

 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £6,000-8,000; the second provisional valuer suggested 
£15,090-20,100; the third provisional valuer suggested £16,100. At the meeting of 2nd August 
2017, the Committee invited the finder to speak to and request a valuation for the 
assemblage, as prior to this the finder’s submission consisted of an ‘offer to buy’ from  
 

wrote directly to the Committee Secretariat on 11 September and supplied it with a 
reworded valuation, for £45,000. The Committee took this into account and considered the 
valuation alongside those it had previously commissioned. It acknowledged that the dearth of 
similar artefacts having previously sold on the market made it challenging to speculate on the 
theoretical price that this might achieve at auction, though it pointed out that had the piece been 
offered to an auctioneer they would have had to arrive at an auction estimate by some means. It 
explained that although examples of similar items being sold previously were very useful, the 
Committee relied on and acknowledged the expertise of the valuers it consulted with, valuers 
consulted by private individuals, and the expertise and familiarity with the market of its own 
members.    
 
It was noted that of the three commissioned valuations and the private valuation, only two cited 
previous sales items in arriving at a conclusion. The first valuer suggested two gold buckles of 
similar age, though smaller, and of different styles and cultures – these sold for £2,250 and £3,100 
but the Committee agreed that the Burley buckle and associated finds were much more desirable. 
The examples from the market provided by were for two Anglo-Saxon rings which sold 
for £37,250 and £41,125. As the valuer himself acknowledged, these were artefacts of a different 
nature to the buckle and its associated finds, being wearable jewellery. Taken together, all of these 
examples helped to provide a context for the potential market for the buckle and associated finds. 
The Committee commented that it was large, impressive and rare, and also that it was plainly 
decorated and had suffered some damage. Overall, and after careful consideration, the Committee 
felt that upper end of the second valuer’s suggested range was accurate, and it recommended 
£20,000, for both the buckle and the associate fragments. Rutland Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 

Medieval  

 

20. 2017 T395 Medieval silver pendant from Brantingham, East Riding of Yorkshire 

(YORYM-865B47) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-50. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this. It 
had in the past valued pendants of similar design (2013 T624, £300; 2014 T964, £270) and 
although this example was observed to be very small and lacking the inscription found on many 
others, it was still felt that the provisional valuation was too low. The Committee recommended 
£150. East Riding of Yorkshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 



 

21. 2016 T376 Medieval silver brooch from Burton on the Wolds, Leicestershire (LEIC-

06D25B) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40-50. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and, 
noting its small size but retention of the pin, found itself in agreement with the provisional valuer. 
It recommended £40. Leicestershire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

22. 2016 T153 Medieval silver-gilt ring from Darrington, Wakefield (PUBLIC-D193BF) 
The provisional valuer suggested £90-110. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this and 
commented that the design and preservation of the ring made it superior to the example cited by 
the valuer. The Committee recommended £130. Pontefract Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

23. 2016 T854 Medieval silver finger-ring from Castle Eaton, Wiltshire (WILT-B817E9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-180. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this. 
It had previously valued a similar ring, though larger and more attractive, from Wales (14.14) at 
£250. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £160. Swindon 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

24. 2017 T19 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Asfordby, Leicestershire (LEIC-743E7A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300. The finder supplied comments on this, who suggested that 
the ring had been valued by  at £800-1,000. The Committee took account of this 
as it viewed the finger-ring.  It felt the ring was an appealing size and weight with an interesting, if 
crude, depiction of three saints.  The Committee felt that the suggested figure from  

was too optimistic but that the provisional valuation was too low, and recommended 
£400. Leicestershire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

25. 2016 T918 Medieval silver-gilt ring from Ongar, Essex (PAS-ADC81) 
The provisional valuer suggested £300-400. The finder submitted estimates on the value of the find 
from (£500-800), (£800) & (£800-1,000).  The 
Committee took all of this into consideration as it viewed the ring. The Committee noted that the 
example cited by the provisional valuer was the same as that quoted by Wartski, having sold for 
£335 in the most recent Timeline Auction. That ring was observed to be less desirable than the 
Ongar ring, and so deserved a higher valuation, though the private valuations were felt to be too 
optimistic. The Committee recommended £500. Epping Forest District Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

26. 14.07 Medieval gold finger-ring from Llangunllo, Powys- 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £700-750. The finder had supplied a private valuation from 
(£1,100-£1,200) and the Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 21st January 2017  and 

recommended £900. The finder challenged the recommended valuation. The Committee took 
account of this as it viewed the ring again. It found nothing in the finder’s submission to cause it to 
depart from its original valuation, and confirmed a recommendation of £900. National Museum 
Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Radnorshire Museum. 
 
27. 2017 T93 Medieval gold finger-ring from Willingale, Essex (ESS-F5FC15) – 2

nd
 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £2,000-2,500. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 
2nd August 2017 and requested a second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer 
suggested £6,000-8,000. The finder sent further comments on the value of the ring. 
 
The Committee took account of all of this as it viewed the ring again. It commented that the ring 
was beautiful and wearable, two factors that would appeal to buyers on the market. The Committee 
thanked the finder for the examples of sales that he provided, and acknowledged that these 
demonstrated the fluctuation in value for these items of jewellery. It also pointed out that these 
were retail prices, which are higher than the theoretical auction ‘hammer price’ that the Committee 
equates to the market value. The Committee felt that the second valuation better appreciated the 
attraction of this ring, and in agreement with the second valuer, it recommended £7,000. Epping 
Forest  District Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Post-Medieval  

 
28. 2016 T281 Post-Medieval silver finger-ring from Heytesbury, Wiltshire (WILT-

BCAEAD) 



The provisional valuer suggested £100-150. The Committee examined the ring in light of this and 
found it to be an interesting piece with few parallels. In agreement with the upper end of the 
valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £150. Wiltshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

29. 2016 T852 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress hook from Wroughton, Wiltshire (WILT-

3B3FF5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £220-300. The Committee inspected the dress hook in light of 
this. It pointed out that this was actually quite a common item reported under the Treasure Act, and 
that it had valued many similar examples before. An almost identical dress hook (2015 T743; 
DOR-793701) was valued by a provisional valuer at £80, a price the Committee had endorsed. 
Additionally, a market parallel was cited in Lot 0749 of the Timeline Auctions sale of 29 May 
2014, which went for £68. These pointed to an overestimate by the provisional valuer for the 
Wroughton dress hook, and the Committee recommended £100. Swindon Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 

30. 2017 T329 Post-Medieval silver vervel from Hutton Conyers, North Yorkshire (DUR-

775EF0) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,200-1,300. The Committee inspected the vervel in light of this 
and noted the presence of a name and heraldic crest which led to a possible association with an 
historical person. The provisional valuer was felt to adequately account for this factor in her 
valuation, and she was supported by the sale examples she cited. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £1,250. York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 
 

31. 2017 T85 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Ravensworth, North Yorkshire (YORYM-

05BC53) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,500. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the ring. It commented that it had 
valued a very similar ring (2016 T615; IOW-24A544) at considerably less (£200) though that ring 
was in much poorer condition. The provisional valuation in that earlier cases had relied on an 
example from a sale at Dix, Noonan, Web, where a similar ring failed to sell. The Committee 
agreed with the finder that inscriptions on the rings added to their appeal, but also discussed a 
recent example of an appealing posy ring from the last Timeline Auction sale, which failed to sell, 
and pointed to the unpredictability of the market. Taking all of this into account, the Committee 
felt that the provisional valuation was accurate, and in agreement with the valuer, recommended 
£1,500. Richmondshire Museum, North Yorkshire, hopes to acquire. 
 

Item 4. COINS 

 

Iron Age coins  

 
32. 2016 T775 Iron Age coin hoard (2) from Upham, Hampshire (HAMP-2B42D9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-500. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 
commented that the valuation was accurate and well-supported. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, it recommended £450. Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
33. 2016 T574 Iron Age gold coin from Silsden, Bradford (HAMP-2B42D9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,400-1,800. The Committee inspected the coin in light of this 
and was impressed with its condition and as convinced it would attract interest on the market. In 
agreement with the higher end of the range suggested, the Committee recommended £1,800. 
Bradford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Roman coins 
 
34. 2015 T990 & 2017 T44 Roman coin hoard (14) from Bix & Assendon, Oxfordshire (SUR-

372B2C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £55. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and 
acknowledged that they were indeed in poor condition. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £55. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
35. 2016 T765 Roman coin hoard (37) from Overton, North Yorkshire (YORYM-BE3F22) 



The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,400. The Committee examined the coin hoard in light 
of this and felt that the valuation was well-reasoned and accurate. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, it recommended £1,200. York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
36. 2016 T325 Roman coin hoard (1507) from Poole, Cheshire (LVPL-8CC2AC) 

The provisional valuer suggested £6,500-7,000. The Committee inspected the coin hoard in light of 
this. It found the coin of Martinian to be in a good condition and felt that it would command 
interest in the market. The remaining coins were felt to be in a slightly better condition than the 
valuer had allowed for and the Committee recommended £7,500. Nantwich Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
Early Medieval coins  

 

37. 2016 T564 Early Medieval silver modified coin from Bere Regis, Dorset (SOM-4BC86B) 
The provisional valuer suggested £110. The Committee examined the modified coin in light of this 
and noted that the suggested value was consistent with other examples of similar coin jewellery 
that had come before it. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 
£110. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

38. 2015 T299 Early Medieval coin hoard from Matfen, Northumberland (DUR-8AC3CB)- 

2
nd

 viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £3,460. The Committee saw the coins at its meeting of 14th June 
2017 and recommended £2,500. One of the finders challenged the recommended valuation. The 
Committee took account of this as it viewed the hoard again. The Committee appreciated the 
frustration of the finders but pointed out that the condition of the coins prevented it from attributing 
any higher value to the group. Their condition meant that any small movements put the coins at 
risk of further fragmentation, and this factor would make them less appealing to a collector, who 
would favour robust examples, less prone to damage. The Committee further observed that the 
report for the Coroner was written in a way that suggested the coins had been used by Vikings, 
which would seem to add to their appeal, but the Committee explained that this was an unprovable 
supposition. Finally, the Committee pointed out that if the hoard had been sold on the private 
market, the coins would be sold individually, rather than as a hoard, and that the fragmentary 
nature of a number of them would have meant they would struggle to find buyers. All of these 
factors were important in the appreciation of the overall value of the group, and the Committee felt 
that its original valuation was still accurate, so it confirmed a figure of £2,500, as well as the 
previous breakdown per coin. The Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle upon Tyne hopes to 
acquire. 
 
 

Medieval coins  
 
39. 2016 T856 Medieval coin hoard (16) from Purton, Wiltshire (WILT-00AC89) 
The provisional valuer suggested £825. The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this and 
commented that the valuation was accurate and well-supported by the results of a recent auction. In 
agreement with the valuer, the Committee recommended £825. Wiltshire Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval coins  

 
40. 2017 T466 Post-Medieval gold pierced coin from Wilberfoss area, East Riding of 

Yorkshire (YORYM-AE71W3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £235. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the modified coin. It explained to the 
finder that it was required to value the item of Treasure ‘as at the time of finding’ though it could 
take account of more recent auction sales if they were felt to aide in speculation of what the value 
had been when the item was found. Looking at the evidence submitted, the Committee felt that the 
provisional valuation was indeed too low, though it would be unlikely to achieve the figure 
suggested by the finder. The Committee recommended £275. East Riding of Yorkshire Museum 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell left the room] 

 



3. NORFOLK FINDS 

41. 2016 T1019 Early Medieval silver equal-arm brooch from West Norfolk (NMS-82BE20) 
The provisional valuer suggested £110-120. The Committee examined the item in light of this and 
felt that its relative rarity and size would appeal to a collector. It felt that a slight uplift in the 
provisional valuation was justified, and recommended £150. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
42. 2017 T445 Late Medieval to Post-Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Woodbastwick, 

Norfolk (NMS-B4485E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-120. The Committee viewed the pendant in light of this. It 
commented on the potential interest of recusant items but also noted the faintness of the engraving 
and the damage suffered by this piece. It felt that the provisional valuation was too high, and 
recommended £80. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
43. 2016 T879 Medieval silver annular brooch from Snetterton, Norfolk (SF-348F84) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this. It 
found the brooch’s unusual design to be appealing and something that would positively affect its 
performance on the market. The Committee recommended £250. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
44. 2015 T546 Iron Age coin hoard (18) from Stanfield, Norfolk (NMS-79D400) 

The provisional valuer suggested £700-750. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 
went through them individually, arriving at a total within the range suggested. In agreement with 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £750. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
45. 2015 T884 Roman gold and silver coin hoard (137) from Grimston, Norfolk (NMS-

102704) 
The provisional valuer suggested £20,440-28,060. One of the finders submitted a private valuation 
from  which was for £34,850 for this group of coins. Considered 
alongside this group was an addendum to the hoard, 2017 T442. The Committee took account of 
this as it viewed the coins. It agreed with both the provisional valuer and the private valuation that 
most of the value was to be found in the nine gold solidi, but it felt that the siliquae in this group 
were also, on average, appealing coins. The Committee felt that the top end of the range suggested 
by the provisional valuer was an accurate estimate of the worth of the coins, and it recommended a 
figure of £28,060. The museum also asked for values for the individual irregular siliquae, and 
Committee observed that in terms of appeal on the market they were no different than the regular 
siliquae, and confirmed a value of £120 for each of these. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
46. 2017 T442 Roman coin hoard (52) from Grimston, Norfolk (NMS-1A6962) 
Considered alongside this No. 45, 2015 T884, was this addendum to the hoard, 2017 T442. The 
provisional valuer suggested £4,910-5,725. One of the finders submitted a private valuation from 

 which was for £13,750 for this group of coins. The Committee took 
account of this as it viewed the coins. It found the private valuation to be overoptimistic, especially 
with regards to the potential for the coin of Julian II.  
 
The Committee agreed with the higher end of provisional valuer’s assessment of the gold solidi of 
Constantius II (£550), but the Julian II and Valentinian solidi were felt to be slightly undervalued. 
The Committee recommended a figure of £2,250 for the Julian and £2,000 for the Valentinian. 
This gave a total for the solidi of £4,800. 
 
The Committee observed that the siliquae in this case had been undervalued by the valuer; it used 
as an average price for these, £120, at the upper end of the range suggested by the valuer of the 
larger group of coins from the same site (2015 T884). This gave the siliquae, including the 
irregular examples, a total value of £5,880, and a total for this addendum to the hoard of £10,680. 
 
Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
47. 2016 T70 Early Medieval coin brooch from Marham, Norfolk (NMS-20EA22) 



The provisional valuer suggested £300. The Committee inspected the item in light of this and felt it 
was a good example of coin jewellery. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended 
£300. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell re-entered the room] 
 
 
4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

Key Criteria for Valuations: The Committee approved a slight addition to its document 
‘Guidance for Submitting Valuations to the Treasure Valuation Committee: Key Criteria’. The 
intention is to publish this on the Portable Antiquities Scheme website. 
 

Provisional valuer: Georgiana Aitken: Chris Martin has suggested that Georgiana Aitken, 
formerly of Christie’s, might be a useful addition to the list of consultants for provisional 
valuations. The Committee examined her CV and felt that she might be a useful addition to the 
pool of experts who are normally consulted. It asked the Secretariat to approach her and inquire 
whether she might perform valuations for it.  
 
This led to a more general discussion on the nature of provision valuations and the necessity of 
finding a method to ensure that valuations for low-value items are performed consistently by the 
valuers. The Committee felt this would be an appropriate topic of discussion and agreed to send the 
Secretariat any further points to raise at the meeting with the valuers, to be held 15 November 
2017. 
 
Response to finder of 2014 T294: The Secretary of State has made a decision on this case, but the 
finder wrote to the British Museum with several accusations regarding the valuation performed by 
the Committee, and stated that he will approach the Ombudsman to make a complaint.  
 
The Committee noted that it had carefully considered the case on four occasions and its final 
recommendation had been considered by the Secretary of State, who had endorsed the 
Committee’s recommendation. Strictly speaking it was really a matter for the Secretary of State, 
but it was happy for the Secretariat to reply once more to the discontented finder to explain that it 
had in its view performed its job properly by recommending what it felt was the market value of 
the find to the Secretary of State.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

  



 
5. Next Meeting: Wednesday, 15 November 2017 at 11:15am in the Hartwell Room of the British 
Museum. The first 30 minutes will be with provisional valuers in attendance, and then the 
valuation of items can begin. 

 

  

  



Provisional valuations: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 




