
MINUTES                                                                                                            

 
 

Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 3
rd

 May 2017 

 
The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 3rd May 2017 at 
11:15am.  
 
Present: 

 
Committee:   British Museum:  DCMS 
Colin Renfrew (Chair)  Ayla Karaman   Penelope Rafter 
Harry Bain   Amy Marsh 
Roger Bland   Mafalda Raposo 
Jim Brown   Ian Richardson (Sec.) 
Marian Campbell 
Hetty Gleave 
Chris Martin 
Tim Pestell 
 
 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 22

nd
 March 2017 

 

The minutes were passed as a true record of the meeting. 
 

Item 2: OBJECTS  

 

 

Bronze Age 

 

1. 2016 T8 Bronze Age copper-alloy spearhead and ferrule from Balsall, Solihull (WMID-

9775DA) 
The provisional valuer suggested £55. The Committee examined the items in light of this and took 
account of their fragmentary condition. However the completeness of the spearhead was felt to add 
to the overall appeal of the group, and the Committee recommended £65. Coventry Museum hopes 
to acquire. 
 
2. 2016 T203 Bronze Age gold torc fragment from Horton, Somerset (SOM-AA390A) 

The provisional valuer recommended £248. The Committee inspected the torc in light of this. At 
the same meeting it also valued a Bronze Age torc fragment from Trunch, Norfolk (2016 T848; 
NMS-894CFF; valued at £300) of identical weight and attraction. The Committee felt that both had 
more appeal than accounted for by the provisional valuer, and recommended £300. Somerset 
Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
3. 2015 T901 Bronze Age gold fragment from Ofwell, Devon (DEV-46BB26) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,350. The Committee viewed the item in light of this. It 
appreciated the large size of the item but also took account of its damaged state, and the 
uncertainty of its function. The Committee found itself in agreement with the lower end of the 
range suggested by the valuer, and recommended £1,000. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Iron Age 
 
4. 2016 T241 Iron Age sword and scabbard from ‘West Cumbria’ (LANCUM-D10482) - 2

nd
 

viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £900 - £1,100. The finder had supplied comments on this and the 
Committee considered these at its meeting of 22nd March 2017, where it recommended a value of 
£1,000. The finder challenged this valuation and supplied further photographs of the sword and 
scabbard.  
 
The Committee took account of this as it re-examined the case. The Committee explained that the 
valuer,  had indeed visited the items in person in York, but that they had not been 



transported to London for the meeting of the Committee owing to fears that any unnecessary 
movements would damage them. Indeed the fragility of the items was seen as an important factor 
in the Committee’s recommended valuation, because it did not feel that a collector on the open 
market would spend any more than the recommended figure on pieces that, owing to their delicate 
condition, would be complicated to display and care for. 
 
In answer to the finder’s query, the Committee explained that the finder and landowner would be 
welcome to provide their own private valuation (‘appraisal’) of the pieces and that the Secretariat 
could put them in touch with the officials in York with whom they should arrange an appointment.   
 
If a private valuation were to be provided within a reasonable time, the Committee would re-
consider the case. For the moment, finding nothing further to cause it to depart from its original 
recommendation, the Committee recommended £1,000. Beacon Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

 
 
Roman 

 

5. 2016 T468 Roman silver finger-ring from Eshton, North Yorkshire (SWYOR-699434) 

The provisional valuer suggested £45-65. The Committee examined the ring in light of this and felt 
that the suggested range was correct. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended 
£50. Craven Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
6. 2015 T614 Roman silver finger-ring from Wadworth, Doncaster (SWYOR-D731AE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £45-65. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this 
and noted that it was of a type regularly reported under the Treasure Act. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, it recommended £50. Doncaster Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
7. 2016 T932 Roman gold finger-ring from Kingstone Bagpuize with Southmoor, Oxfordshire 

(BERK-B279D7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,000. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this. It 
noted the assortment of similar Roman gold rings with intaglios sold recently by Timeline 
Auctions and felt that his estimate was accurate in this context. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £2,000. Oxfordshire Museums Service hopes to acquire. 
 
8. 2014 T767 Roman gold & amethyst finger-ring from Kettering, Northamptonshire 

(NARC-F8ACEB) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £2,750-3,025. The finder had supplied comments on this, 
and the Committee took account of these at its meeting of 22nd March 2017, where it requested a 
second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested £400.  
 
The Committee considered all of this as it viewed the finger-ring again. It noted the damage to the 
hoop and to the amethyst, but also commented that on the positive side the provincial nature of the 
gemstone added to its appeal. The first valuation was felt to be too high, given the condition of the 
ring, while the second was felt not to appreciate the attraction of the ring fully to collectors. The 
Committee had in the past valued other Roman gold finger-rings set with gemstones, for instance 
2002 T299 from Sudbury area, Suffolk (valued at £350), 2006 T351 from York (YORYM-
FB2362; valued at £1,000) and 2010 T193 from Sherriff Hutton, North Yorkshire (NCL-772344; 
valued at £650) and these provided a useful context for its decision. The Committee recommended 
£1,300. Kettering Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
 
Early Medieval 

 

9. 2016 T797 Early Medieval silver brooch fragment from Freshwater, Isle of Wight (IOW-

92ED94) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15-25. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this, and 
although it only represented a small portion of a complete item, the distinctive, attractive design 
was thought to warrant an uplift on the suggested price. The Committee recommended £50. Isle of 
Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 
 



10. NI 16.03 Early Medieval arm ring from Nr Downpatrick, Co. Down  

The provisional valuer suggested £280. The Committee viewed the arm ring in light of this and 
noting the fragmentation and plain design, commented that the suggested figure was accurate. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £280. National Museum of 
Northern Ireland hopes to acquire. 
 
11. 2016 T28 Early Medieval silver-gilt pyramid mount from North Luffenham, Rutland 

(LEIC-4BFA72) 
The provisional valuer suggested £450-500. The Committee inspected the mount in light of this. 
As suggested by the valuer, the Committee noted that mounts of this type are not infrequently sold 
by Timeline Auctions. In addition to those she quoted, the Committee cited a similar example, with 
a gemstone at its apex, being offered at an upcoming sale (Lot 0445, sale of 23 May 2017) with an 
estimate of £250-350. The Committee was aware of other silver-gilt examples achieving figures in 
the £400-500 range. Taking all of this into consideration, the Committee felt that the lower end of 
the valuer’s suggested range was accurate. In agreement with her, the Committee recommended 
£450. Rutland County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
12. 2016 T637 Early Medieval gold pendant from Burley, Rutland (LEIC-47932A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,100. The Committee examined the gold pendant in light of 
this. It expressed some concerns with the evidence used to support the provisional valuation, 
because whilst the subject pendant is Anglo-Saxon, the valuer had cited Viking parallels and the 
Committee was not in any case certain of the authenticity of those items. Furthermore the valuer 
had quoted prices that included the buyer’s premium, which the Committee regards as extra to the 
auction hammer price – the figure it seeks to estimate in its recommended valuation. Despite this, 
the parallels suggested by the valuer did provide some useful context for the appeal of Early 
Medieval gold pendants, as did several pendants previously valued by the Committee, for instance 
2005 T249 from Stafford, Staffordshire (a larger example, valued at £4,500), 2004 T193 from 
Palgrave, Suffolk (SF-B6EFA1; valued at £1,650) and 2003 T203 from Alton, Hampshire (valued 
at £700). The Burley pendant was felt to be attractive example of its type, and the Committee 
recommended £2,200. Rutland County Museum 
 
13. 2016 T392 Early Medieval grave assemblage from Acomb, York (YORYM-48DACA) 
The provisional valuer suggested £2,800-3,000. The finder has submitted comments on the 
provisional valuation, which he felt was too low.  
 
The Committee took account of this as it examined the assemblage. It noted that the valuation did 
not offer a break-down of the overall figure into smaller units, but it suggested that the most 
valuable items were the fragments of disc brooch. The Committee acknowledged that the 
photograph of the brooch provided by the finder made it look more attractive but nonetheless it 
expressed the view that these pieces would be of similar appeal to the collector as the large glass 
beads in the assemblage. 
 
It was noted that the finder had cited several higher value Treasure cases as comparisons to this 
discovery. The Committee pointed out that although the Staffordshire hoard was from the same 
period as the Acomb find it was made up of a very large number of components which individually 
had a great deal of appeal – for instance the dozens of gold and garnet sword pommels – and to 
extrapolate a value for the Acomb find from it was not possible. The Middleham Jewel, also 
mentioned by the finder, was from a different period of history, and was a large, complete and 
exquisitely made artefact. The Committee explained that it was not a relevant comparison to the 
Acomb assemblage. 
 
However, the Committee had valued assemblages of similar material in the past, which provided a 
useful context for this case, for instance 2005 T540 from Streethouse, Redcar & Cleveland (grave 
20, valued at £3,580) which contained glass beads and a complete Anglo-Saxon gold filigree 
pendant. 
 
In terms of the finder’s wider concern about how a valuation is arrived at, the Committee explained 
that its terms of reference are to recommend a value equivalent to what would be expected to be 
paid in a sale between a willing buyer and a willing seller on the open market. This takes into 
account whatever factors those parties might feel to be relevant, including the historic interest in 
the find, its rarity, and its condition. For items that are distinctive artefacts, such as the subject 
assemblage, the valuation encompasses more than their intrinsic melt value.   



 
In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £2,800. York Museums 
Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
14. 2016 T448 Early Medieval grave assemblage from Stowting, Kent (KENT-71F749) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4,075-4,695. The Committee inspected the assemblage in light 
of this. It noted that the valuer had assigned the highest value to the copper-alloy square headed 
brooch, but that in doing so he had cited comparisons from the market that were in fact gilded 
silver. The Committee felt that before it could recommend a value for this case, it should enquire 
of the valuer whether he appreciated that the square-headed brooch that he had valued at £2,500-
£2,750 was copper-alloy rather than silver. It deferred a recommendation until that point is 
clarified, and hopes to consider the case again at its next meeting. Maidstone Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
 
15. 2016 T636 Early Medieval gold grave assemblage from Burley, Rutland (LEIC-47843A -

LEIC-47AE03) 

The provisional valuer suggested £6,000-8,000. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee examined the assemblage in light of this, in 
particular the large gold buckle. It felt that diligence required it to seek a second provisional 
valuation for the find, and asked the Secretariat to commission to provide one. It 
agreed to reconsider the case once that is provided. Rutland County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
16. 2016 T288 Early Medieval silver-gilt sword pommel from Scalford, Leicestershire (LEIC-

E45DE0) 

The provisional valuer suggested £8,000-10,000. The Committee inspected the sword-pommel in 
light of this. It noted that one side of the pommel was badly scratched but the other side retained a 
pleasing niello design. The Committee noted that sword pommels such as this were collectable 
items, even in silver; for context, it had in the past valued case 06.17 from Gresford, Denbighshire, 
which was an almost complete silver pommel with garnets, at £5,500. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £9,000. Leicestershire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Medieval 

 

17. 2014 T789 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Swadlincote Area, Derbyshire (WMID-

8E567B) 

The provisional valuer suggested that the finger-ring had nominal commercial value. The 
Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this and agreed it was in a poor state, but 
acknowledging that it was an artefact with some small appeal, recommended £10. Derby Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
18. 2016 T663 Medieval silver finger-ring from Arreton, Isle of Wight (IOW-3AB5FD) 
The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this 
and although of basic design, its completeness was felt to justify the higher end of the suggested 
range. The Committee recommended £40. Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire.  
 

19. 2016 T308 Medieval silver annular brooch from Greywell, Hampshire (SUR-607DCB) 
The provisional valuer suggested £35-40. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £40. Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to 
acquire. 
 
20. 2015 T81 Medieval to Post-Medieval silver terminal from Tabley Inferior, Cheshire 

(LVPL-48CA23) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50-70. The Committee examined the terminal in light of this 
and felt that the valuer had slightly overestimated the interest of the piece. The Committee 
recommended £40. Congleton Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
21. 2016 T474 Medieval silver annular brooch from Beachampton, Buckinghamshire (BUC-

7F2D62) 

The provisional valuer suggested £70. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 
whilst it appreciated the decent size of the piece, felt that the damage it had suffered would limit its 



appeal and prevent it from achieving the figure suggested by the valuer. The Committee 
recommended £45. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
22. 2016 T311 Medieval silver-gilt scabbard terminal from Waltham St Lawrence, Windsor 

and Maidenhead (SUR-64C932) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80-100. The Committee viewed the scabbard terminal in light of 
this. It noted that such items can be collectable but felt that the damage to this piece would prevent 
it from achieving the figure suggested by the valuer. The Committee mentioned another scabbard 
terminal that it had viewed recently from Wonston, Hampshire (2015 T154; HAMP-E021B5) 
which it had valued at £60, and felt this provided useful context to the discussion. Taking account 
of the above, the Committee recommended £70. Windsor Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
23. NI 16.01 Medieval gold ring brooch from Carrowdressex, Co. Down  

The provisional valuer suggested £105. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and 
noted that it was small and light, and unfortunately in poor condition. It noticed that the valuer had 
suggested a range of £90-120 and felt that an accurate value for the piece was just below the 
middle point of that range. It recommended £100. National Museums of Northern Ireland hope to 
acquire. 
 

24. 2016 T549 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Tarrant Crawford, Dorset (ESS-FA43D6)  
The provisional valuer suggested £350-400. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 
this and commented that it was good-sized and wearable, though the state of the silver made it less 
robust than it seemed. The Committee pointed to a similar example, though heavier and more 
thoroughly gilded, that had sold for £420 in Timeline Auctions sale of 15 March 2013 (lot 916), 
which provided a useful context for this find. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 
recommended £350. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

25. 2015 T705 Medieval silver seal matrix with intaglio from Cotesbach, Leicestershire 

(WMID-949EB2)   

The provisional valuer suggested £2,000. The Committee inspected the seal matrix in light of this, 
and took into account the small fragment of the ingtalio as well as the damage to the intaglio. It felt 
that the provisional valuer’s assessment was accurate and well-argued and in agreement with him, 
it recommended £2,000. Leicestershire Museums hopes to acquire. 
 

26. 2015 T975 Medieval silver seal-matrix from West Telford area, Shropshire (HESH-

B02B8F)  

The provisional valuer suggested £3,000. The Committee examined the seal matrix in light of this 
and commented that it was an attractive design and size, and that it would appeal to a collector. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £3,000. Shropshire Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 

27. 2016 T294 Medieval gold finger-ring from Bobbington, Staffordshire (WAW-F83228) - 

3
rd

 viewing 
The provisional valuer had first suggested £2,500-2,800. The Committee saw the ring at its 
meeting of 25th January 2017 and requested further information on the actions of the finder prior to 
reporting it, when he had it restored. That information was provided and the Committee considered 
the case again at its meeting of 22nd March 2017. There it decided that the provisional valuer 
should be asked to provide a valuation for the ring ‘as at the time of finding’, in line with the 
requirements of the Treasure Act Code of Practice. The provisional valuer provided a revised 
valuation of £1,800-2,000. 
 
The Committee took account of all of the above as it viewed the ring again. It also considered the 
photographs of the ring prior to its restoration. Whilst the Committee appreciated the appeal of the 
iconographic bezel, prior to restoration the ring was heavily damaged and distorted, and the 
Committee felt that such a piece would not sell on the market for the suggested price. The 
Committee felt that £1,600 was a more realistic assessment of the ring’s original value. 
 
The Committee also considered whether the actions of the finder warranted an abatement of his 
share of the reward.  It referred to paragraph 79(viii) of the Treasure Act Code of Practice which 
says that ‘Finders may expect to receive no rewards at all or abated rewards…where significant 
damage has been done deliberately or recklessly’ to the object.  The Committee explained that by 
having the ring ‘repaired’ by a goldsmith this meant that the finder had prevented its assessment in 



its historic condition by experts, and that this constituted a form of damage to the archaeological 
record. The Committee noted that the finder stated in an email of 3rd February 2017 that ‘when 
found it was a metal yellow damaged item, hoped it was gold, but didn’t really know it was gold 
until repaired’. It explained that finders have an obligation to report discoveries of potential 
Treasure, and that as the finder ‘hoped’ that the ring was gold, he should have reported this 
discovery to the Coroner or shown it to a Finds Liaison Officer rather than following the advice of 
his friend to have it restored. This would have avoided the unfortunate repair of the ring.  
 
Taking all of this into account, the Committee felt that the finder’s actions warranted an abatement 
of £100 from his share of the reward. It recommended a total figure of £1,600 for the ring, with 
£800 to be allocated to the landowner and £700 to the finder. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery 
hopes to acquire. 
 

28. 2016 T52 Medieval gold finger ring from Pontefract, Wakefield (SWYOR-CC23E3) -3
rd

 

viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £6,500-7,000. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 
25th January 2017 and requested analysis of the gemstone; this was done and the ring was seen 
again at the Committee meeting of 22nd March 2017, where a second provisional valuation was 
requested.  The second provisional valuer suggested £900. 
 
The Committee viewed the ring again in light of this. It acknowledged the complexity of valuing 
this piece because of a dearth of suitable auction parallels. The Committee felt that the damage 
suffered by the ring would be difficult to repair satisfactorily and that this would hinder its appeal, 
preventing it from achieving the figures suggested by the first provisional valuer. However, the 
second provisional valuation was seen to be too pessimistic and the Committee acknowledged that 
the almandine garnet was an element that would attract some attention. The Committee 
recommended £2,000. Wakefield Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Post-Medieval 

 
29. 2016 T979 Post-Medieval silver cufflink from Hopwas, Staffordshire (WMID-580722) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10-15. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took this into consideration as it viewed the 
cufflink. It noted that similar cufflinks had been reported in relatively high numbers in recent 
years, making them common finds of Treasure, and that their relative values had decreased 
accordingly. Indeed the Committee cited a recent example (Item 172602048311 ) sold on eBay for 
a price close to that suggested here. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £10. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
30. 2016 T1038 Post-Medieval silver bodkin (incomplete) from Brewood, Staffordshire 

(WMID-FE7F7D) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10-15. The Committee examined the bodkin in light of this, 
noting that it was broken in addition to being incomplete. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
it recommended £10. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
31. 2016 T928 Post-Medieval silver book clasp from Eshton, North Yorkshire (YORYM-

ADB0CA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee examined the book clasp in light of this and 
commented that it was small, plain and suffering from some damage. The Committee 
recommended £10. Craven Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
32. 2016 T420 Post-Medieval incomplete silver-gilt dress-hook from Mistley, Essex (SF-

2D7E62) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-30. The Committee inspected the dress hook in light of this 
and noted that while the valuer had mentioned the damage suffered by the piece, he had still been 
overly optimistic of its potential on the market. The Committee recommended £15. Colchester & 
Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
33. 2015 T292 Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Thorncombe, Dorset (DEV-27D10B) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200. The finder supplied comments on the provisional valuation 
and a parallel from the market. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the seal matrix. It 



noted that the finder’s example included the buyer’s premium, which is over and above the auction 
hammer price, the figure that the Committee attempts to estimate when reaching a valuation. It also 
felt that the example provided by the finder was more appealing than the piece in question. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £200. Dorset County 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
34. 2016 T366 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Mistley, Essex (ESS-A036A4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-250. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 
and noted that it was heavily distorted. Nonetheless the presence of an inscription was felt to be a 
positive aspect in its favour. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £200. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

35. 2016 T118 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Stansted Mountfichett, Essex (ESS-

B2578A)  
The provisional valuer suggested £800-850. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low, and quoted parallels from the market. The Committee took 
account of this as it viewed the ring. It noted that the finder was intending to provide another 
valuation on the ring, and decided to defer a decision until that was received. Saffron Walden 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

36. 2014 T885 Post-Medieval silver medal from Towersey, Oxfordshire (BERK-C622AE) – 

2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £90. The Committee saw the medal at its meeting of 22nd March 
2017 and recommended £35. The finder submitted a challenge to the recommended valuation, 
which he felt was too low.  
 
The Committee took this into account as it examined the medal again. It noted that the provisional 
valuer had graded the medal as ‘about VF’ on its obverse and ‘Fine’ on the reverse, but in the 
Committee’s opinion this was optimistic and it graded the whole medal as only being ‘about Fine’. 
It cited another example on the market in much better condition, sold by Cheffins on 5 March 
2008, lot 241 for £90, and two better-preserved medals of Charles I, one of which was identical to 
the Towersey medal, sold by Classical Numismatic Group on 24 February 2016, lot 543, for £136 
for the pair. In light of these examples, and in the context of the earlier mentioned DNW sale, the 
Committee found nothing to cause it to depart from its original recommendation, and confirmed a 
figure of £35. Thame Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Item 3: COINS 

 

Iron Age & Roman coins  

 

37. 2015 T517 Iron Age gold stater from Birch area, Essex (ESS-FFEF3A) 
Provisional valuer suggested £120-150. The Committee viewed the stater in light of this and noted 
that the parallel cited by the valuer was, as he had noted, a slightly better coin. In agreement with 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £120. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service 
hopes to acquire. 
 
38. 2016 T2 Roman coin hoard (2) from 'Fradley' Staffordshire (WMID-BD071D) 

The provisional valuer suggested that the coins had no commercial value. The Committee viewed 
the coins in light of this and acknowledged their poor state but felt they were worth a small 
amount. It recommended £10. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
  
39. 2015 T830 Roman silver coin hoard (7) from Mere, Wiltshire (SOM-898D5B) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100-120. The Committee examined the small coin hoard in light 
of this and noted that a couple of the coins were good examples. In agreement with the higher end 
of the valuer’s suggested range, it recommended £120. Salisbury Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
40. 2016 T9 Roman coin hoard (10) from ‘Fradley' Staffordshire (WMID-BDC097) 
The provisional valuer suggested £170-240. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and 
felt that the overall suggested range was accurate and that the middle of the range for each 
individual coin was correct too. It recommended figures of: 
 



1. £12.50 
2. £7.50 
3. £12.50 
4. £12.50 
5. £7.50 
6. £25 
7. £12.50 
8. £45 
9. £35 
10. £35 
Total = £205 

 
The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
41. 2015 T829 Roman coin hoard (296) from Harworth, Nottinghamshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-1000. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this 
and noted that they were interesting because they were ancient forgeries of coins used at the time. 
They were observed to be heavily corroded but felt that their appeal might be enhanced by later 
cleaning. Taking this into consideration, the Committee, in agreement with the provisional valuer, 
recommended £900. Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Early Medieval coins  

 

42. 2014 T952 Early Medieval silver coin brooch from Roxwell, Essex (ESS-ACD93C) 
The provisional valuer suggested £105. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the coin 
brooch. It noted that the prices quoted in Benet’s guide were retail prices, which are over and 
above auction hammer prices, the figure that the Committee seeks to estimate when recommending 
a value. Additionally, the parallel suggested by the finder from Timeline Auctions contained the 
buyer’s premium, another additional cost above the hammer price. 
 
The Committee explained that the relative price of such pieces was very much dependent on their 
condition, and it felt that the provisional valuation had adequately accounted for this. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, it recommended £105. Chelmsford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
43. NI 17.01 Early Medieval coin hoard (2) from Carnacavill, Co. Down 

The provisional valuer suggested £12,600. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he agreed with. The Committee took this into account as it examined the two 
silver coins. It noted the collectability of the Hiberno-Manx coins, acknowledging they are sought 
after, and felt that the provisional valuation accurately accounted for this when arriving at a figure. 
In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £12,600. National 
Museums of Northern Ireland hope to acquire. 
 
Medieval coins  

 
44. 2015 T476 Medieval silver coin hoard (5) from Quainton area, Buckinghamshire (BUC-

A778D9) 
The provisional valuer suggested £90. One of the finders supplied comments, arguing that the two 
coins he found should not have been considered part of the hoard. The Committee took account of 
this as it viewed the coins but felt that as all five had been declared Treasure, the issue of their legal 
status was confirmed and that it could only comment on the value of the coins. In agreement with 
the individual values suggested by the provisional valuer and overall suggested value, the 
Committee recommended £90. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
45. 2014 T545 Medieval silver coin hoard (10) from Clowne, Derbyshire (SWYOR-C8D044) 
The provisional valuer suggested £810. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and 
commented that some of the examined were badly struck but that they were mostly accurately 
appraised. The coin of Stephen was felt to be the exception, and the Committee thought it was 
more appealing to the collector than the valuer had accounted for. Allowing for an increase in the 
value of this coin, the Committee recommended a total of £1,000. Sheffield Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 



46. 2016 T124 Medieval coin hoard (26) from Beeston, Cheshire West and Chester (LVPL-

C920E4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,879. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it examined the coins. 
It noted that the finder suggested that the two coins (image numbers 4 and 7) that were listed in the 
catalogue as having ‘unknown’ initial marks would be more valuable for that reason. The 
Committee explained that the marks were quite clear - both were mintmark greyhound’s head - 
used between 1502-4. They are scarce but not unknown. The term used by the cataloguer – 
‘unknown’ – could have been used for one of two reasons: 1. the mark was clear but the FLO did 
not know what it represents 2. the mark was worn away or off the flan. In neither case is the word 
‘unknown’ a suitable description - it is misleading to the finder and unhelpful to the valuer and 
committee. In the first case ‘uncertain’ would have been better. In the second case, a term such as 
‘not visible’, not ‘legible’ or ‘off-flan’ would have been more appropriate.. 
 
That issue aside, the Committee felt that the hoard was slightly more appealing than accounted for 
by the valuer, and it recommended £2,000. Grosvenor Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval coins  

 
47. NI 16.02 Post-Medieval silver coins (12) from Ballyhornan, Co. Down  

The provisional valuer suggested £150. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 
acknowledged their poor condition, which it felt had been adequately appreciated by the valuer. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £150. National Museums of 
Northern Ireland hopes to acquire. 
 
48. 2015 T935 Post-Medieval coin hoard (20) from South Ludlow, Shropshire (HESH-

F043F8) 
The provisional valuer suggested £5,927. One of the finders submitted comments on the 
provisional valuation for coin number 8 in the catalogue, a silver shilling of Mary and Philip with 
no date impressed on it. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and noted that there 
may have been confusion over this, and asked for the provisional valuer to consider the coins 
again. It also asked for the Secretariat to commission as second provisional valuation, and agreed 
to reconsider the case once this is received. Shropshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell left the room] 

 
Item 4: NORFOLK FINDS 

 

49. 2016 T848 Bronze Age gold torc fragment from Trunch, Norfolk (NMS-894CFF) 

The provisional valuer suggested £248. The Committee examined the torc in light of this. At the 
same meeting it considered a Bronze Age torc fragment from Horton, Somerset (2016 T203; SOM-
AA390A; valued at £300) of similar weight and attraction. The Committee felt that both fragments 
were slightly undervalued, and it recommended £300. Norwich Castle Museum  
 
50. 2015 T383 Iron Age and Roman coin hoard (12) from North West Norfolk (NMS-5C0121) 
The provisional valuer suggested £5,220-6,297. The Finder supplied comments on coin #1 in the 
catalogue. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the hoard.  
 
It felt that the valuer’s suggested individual prices and overall range was accurate for all of the 
coins except for coin #1, the Gallo-Belgic stater. The valuer had proposed a value of £5,000-
£6,000 for this coin, and although it was felt to be a nice example and better than the comparison 
suggested by the valuer, the Committee felt that £3,000 was a more accurate estimation of its 
worth.  
 
With regards to the questions posed by the Finder, the Committee said firstly that it did not know 
the current value of the coin he cited (from an auction of 2008), and that the only way of knowing 
would be if it reappeared at auction now. Secondly, the parallel for the Gallo-Belgic stater cited by 
the valuer in his valuation was, so far as its value was concerned, the same as the present specimen 
from North West Norfolk.  
 
The individual recommended values were: 
1. £3000 



2. £70 
3. & 4. £35 
5. No value 
6. £7.50 
7. £90 
8. £12.50 
Addendum 
 1. £12.50 
 2. £12.50 
 3. £12.50 
 4. £6 
 
This gave an overall figure of £3,258.50 for the hoard. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
51. 2016 T202 Iron Age gold stater Sculthorpe Area, Norfolk (BUC-A9A157) 

The provisional valuer suggested £900-1,000. The Committee examined the stater in light of this 
and felt that the valuation was well-argued and supported by relevant evidence. In agreement with 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £950. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
52. 2016 T1009 Early Medieval silver-gilt pin from Great Ryburgh, Norfolk (NMS-7E30E8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-100. The Committee inspected the pin in light of this, noting 
that it had valued similar items in the past, and that the suggested range fitted within the context of 
those valuations. It noticed the unfortunate damage to the pin. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £80. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
53. 2016 T189 Medieval silver modified coin from Old Buckenham, Norfolk (NMS-049B31) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee examined the coin in light of this and 
commented that it was an intriguing piece. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 
recommended £40. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Item 5: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Interest from Television producer: The Committee viewed a proposal from dmptv, a television 
production company, for a possible television programme on the work of the Committee and the 
Treasure process in general.  

The Committee accepted that it could be useful to provide insight into some aspects of its 
workings, as a matter of public interest and to inspire confidence in the work it does. Members 
agreed that they would welcome the producers of dmptv to visit them for a short period at the 
beginning or end of the next meeting, to elaborate on the specifics of their project and to make a 
short video or take photographs of the meeting room and members themselves. They might also be 
willing to have separate discussions or be interviewed outside of the meeting itself. However, the 
Committee felt that the discussions that it had about items that came before it for valuation were 
and had to remain confidential, and that it would not be willing to have these filmed or for the 
producers to sit in on this portion of the meeting.  

 

2017 T125 Late Iron Age burial assemblage from Oakley, Hampshire 
This case had recently been declared Treasure, and consists of two copper alloy and wood vessels, 
iron shears, iron knife, ceramic vessel and fragments of bone. These items are currently stored at 
Hampshire Cultural Trust in Winchester and the conservators there are concerned about their 
fragility and the damage that might occur to them in movement. The Committee examined 
photographs of the objects in question and agreed that under the circumstances it would be 
preferable to have a provisional valuer visit the items in Winchester rather than having them 
brought to London. It also thought that in due course it would be appropriate for a Committee 
member to visit the assemblage as well.  

 

  



 

 

Provisional valuations: 
 
1.  

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 




