
 MINUTES                                                                                                             

 
 

Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 22
nd

 March 2017 

 
The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 22nd March 2017 at 
11:15am. 
 
 
Present 

 
Committee   British Museum  Apologies 
Hetty Gleave (Chair)  Amy Marsh   Colin Renfrew 
Harry Bain   Mafalda Raposo   Mark Caldon 
Roger Bland   Ian Richardson 
Jim Brown   Holly Walker 
Marian Campbell 
Chris Martin 
Tim Pestell 
 
 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 25

th
 January 2017 

 

The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 

Item 2: OBJECTS 

 

Bronze Age 

 

1. 2016 T209 Bronze Age gold strip from ‘Stratford-upon-Avon’, Warwickshire (WAW-FF1E9A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-1000. The Committee inspected the strip in light of this and felt 
that it was an impressive example, despite being in two parts. The Committee felt that the lower figure 
suggested by the provisional valuer was accurate, and it recommended £800. Warwickshire Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
2. 2015 T715 Bronze Age gold torc from East Cambridgeshire Area (CAM-E5D871) – 2

nd
 viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £220,000-250,000; the second provisional valuer suggested 
£190,000-209,000. The Committee had seen the torc at its meeting of 25th January 2017 and discussed 
the value in light of the two provisional valuations. The Committee has asked the finder for more 
information about the circumstances of discovery and how and why he had modified the torc from its 
original shape. 
 
The finder responded to the Committee’s queries and explained that upon discovery, he had not 
recognised the artefact for what it was, believing it to a bundle of steel wire. It was only upon opening 
up the bundled wire and cleaning it that he could see the object for what it was and began to appreciate 
its importance. The Committee felt that the finder’s explanation was credible and judged that his actions 
had not been reckless or intentionally mischievous, and that his share of the reward should not be 
abated.  
 
The Committee therefore reminded itself of its previous discussion on the value of the torc, in particular 
its relative appeal compared to the Corrard Torc (Treasure reference NI 12.03) which it has valued at 
£150,000. The Committee felt that the imposing appearance of the East Cambridgeshire torc warranted 
a higher figure, and in light of the suggestions of the two provisional valuers, recommended £220,000. 
This was observed to be the half-way point between the high end of the first valuer’s range, and the low 
end of the second valuer’s range.  
 
Ely Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Iron Age 

 

3. 2016 T537 Iron Age gold ring Chislet, Kent (KENT-5235BB) 



The provisional valuer suggested £450. The Committee examined the gold ring in light of this and 
commented that although the provisional valuer appreciated the rarity of the object, his observation that 
it was bent seemed to imply that he felt it was misshapen. This may have led him to extrapolate a value 
from the intrinsic gold value in the ring, which the Committee felt was irrelevant here. The ring had 
been purposely designed in a V-shape.   
 
The Committee noted that one of the examples cited in the report for the Coroner (2009 T671; DENO-
D90604) had been valued by the Committee at £200, and was much lighter than the Chislet ring (3.24g 
to 8.6 g). The Committee therefore felt that a small uplift in the suggested price was warranted, and the 
Committee recommended £500. 
 
The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

4. 2016 T241 Iron Age sword and scabbard from ‘West Cumbria’ Cumbria (LANCUM-D10482)  
The provisional valuer suggested £900 - £1,100. The Committee considered the case in light of this, 
examining photographs of the sword and scabbard, as the objects were too fragile to transport to 
London. The finder provided comments on the provisional valuation, which he felt was too low. The 
Committee thanked the finder for his comments. It made the observation that the sword and scabbard 
were academically interesting but that this did not translate into financial value; it was felt that on the 
open market, collectors would not pay more than the price suggested by the valuer due to the poor 
condition of the items. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,000. 
The Beacon Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

 

Roman 

 

5. 2013 T758 Roman gold finger-ring from Olney, Milton Keynes (NARC-3F54A5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £220-270. The finder submitted comments with regards to the 
provisional valuation and a private valuation from of £1,000. The Committee took 
account of this as it viewed the finger-ring. It agreed that the provisional valuation was too low but also 
felt that the private valuation was too optimistic. The Committee observed that the gemstone was worn 
and the hoop bent, but felt that it was an attractive piece. It recommended £500. Buckinghamshire 
County Museum on behalf of Milton Keynes Museum. 
 
6. 2014 T767 Roman gold & amethyst finger-ring from Kettering, Northamptonshire (NARC-

F8ACEB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,750-3,025. The Committee examined the ring in light of this and 
commented on the large gemstone setting but observed that the cutting of the intaglio was not of great 
quality and the gemstone had a flaw running through it. The Committee felt that it required the advice of 
another valuer before making a recommendation, and asked the Secretariat to commission 

 The Committee will reconsider the case when that provisional valuation is received. Kettering 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

7. 15.29 Roman gold finger-ring from Newton & Llanllwchaiarn, Powys  - 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuation suggested £120-150. The Committee saw the finger-ring at its meeting of 25th 
January 2017 and recommended £300. The finder has challenged the recommended valuation.  
 
The Committee regretted that the finder was disappointed with its previous recommendation. In 
response to the finder’s concern about the discrepancy in weight between the ring he found and Lot 195 
from the Timeline Auction of 9th September 2015, the Committee pointed out that the Timeline piece 
had only sold for £190, while the Committee had recommended £300 for the ring he had found. 
Therefore the difference in weight had been taken into consideration. Additionally, while the finder 
himself admitted that the intrinsic value of the gold should not necessarily be used as an indicator in 
arriving at the value, he also argued that the gold price had increased substantially since the Timeline 
sale. The Committee pointed out, however, that its Terms of Reference required that its valuation for the 
ring be ‘as at the time of finding’ and noted that the subject ring had been found less than one month 
prior to the Timeline sale, so an increase in the price of gold between the date of the Timeline sale and 
the present day was irrelevant.  
 
Finding nothing further in the finder’s submission to cause it to depart from its previous 
recommendation, the Committee confirmed a recommendation of £300. National Museum Wales hopes 
to acquire. 



 

8. 2015 T909 Roman grave assemblage from Kelshall, Hertfordshire (BH-84CCFA) - 2
nd

 viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £3,885-4,415.  The finder has submitted two private valuations, from 
for £30,215, and from for £67,000. The Committee inspected the bowls 

from the assemblage (the remaining items were too fragile to travel and remained at North Hertfordshire 
Museum) at its meeting of 25th January 2017. At that meeting the Committee asked for the finder to ask 
Sarah Hornsby to elaborate on the reasons for her valuation. The finder duly provided these and the 
Committee considered the case again in light of this. 
 
The Committee reitereated the point that it had made at its last meeting, that it was in agreement with 
the valuers that the majority of the value of the assemblage was to be found in the two millefiori glass 
bowls. The remainder of the material was all deemed to be of roughly equal worth by both the 
provisional valuer and the two private valuers, and the Committee felt that the breakdown and total for 
those pieces suggested by the provisional valuer was accurate. This totalled £2,350 (adopting the mid-
range where called for).  
 
As for the two millefiori dishes, the Committee felt that more comprehensive valuation 
was convincing and well-supported. It considered the likely market for these items and pointed out that 
collectors of ancient glass prepared to pay substantial money would be less attracted by the provenance 
of the dishes – as interesting as that is archaeologically – and would look to the quality of the glass itself 
and its aesthetic appeal. The Committee felt that suggested value for the two bowls was 
largely appreciative of this, but in the context of  valuation it was thought to be slightly high. 
(The low provisional valuation for the two dishes was seen to depart too far from the Committee’s view 
to carry much weight). Therefore the Committee recommended £60,000 for the dishes. 
 
In total, it recommended £62,350 for the assemblage. North Hertfordshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

 

Early Medieval 

 

9. 2016 T65 Early Medieval silver-gilt mount from Great Shefford, Berkshire (BERK-63AB1F) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-60. The Committee examined the mount in light of this and noted 
that the comparison used by the valuer was in bronze while the subject piece was silver-gilt. Though in 
poor condition, the Committee agreed that the mount was worth more than the valuer suggested, and 
recommended £125. West Berkshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

10. 2015 T581 Early Medieval silver-gilt brooch fragment from Penkridge, Staffordshire (WMID-

46955C ) - 3
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £450-500. The Committee had seen the brooch fragment at two 
previous meetings, 21st September 2017 and 25th January 2017 and recommended £150 on each 
occasion. The finder challenged this. The Committee considered the case again but found nothing in the 
finder’s letter to cause it to depart from its previous decisions. The finder asked why the Committee had 
compared the brooch fragment to a bronze chip carved artefact (cited by the provisional valuer; 
Timeline sale 3rd September 2014, lot 0515) and the Committee pointed out that its minute of 21st 
September 2016 adequately explained this; and that the Committee appreciated the difference in metal 
between the silver-gilt brooch fragment and the comparison cited, but that the brooch fragment was 
such a small percentage of the original artefact that the difference in metal had little impact on the 
relative value of the two pieces.  The Committee confirmed a value of £150. The Potteries Museum & 
Art Gallery hopes to acquire.  
 
The Committee further explained that the finder and landowner could not have the artefact back, as it 
remains property of the Crown until it is disclaimed.  
 
 

Medieval 

 

11. 2016 T151 Medieval to Post-Medieval silver twisted wire bead from Church Eaton, 

Staffordshire (WMID-F229F7) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee viewed the wire bead in light of this and in 
agreement with the valuer, recommended £10. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 

12. 2015 T595 Medieval to Post-Medieval annular brooch from Otford, Kent (KENT-C76A67) 



The provisional valuer suggested £25-30. The finder and landowner generously agreed to waive their 
right to a reward prior to the meeting.  Sevenoaks Museum will acquire. 
 

13. 2015 T286 Medieval silver terminal from Chislet, Kent (KENT-FA0769) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30. The Committee viewed the terminal in light of this and felt that 
its inscription made it a slightly more interesting piece than the valuer appreciated. It recommended £40. 
Canterbury Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

14. 16.05 Medieval silver brooch from Vale of Grwyney, Powys 

The provisional valuer suggested £70. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and felt that 
a modest uplift was warranted, to account for its complete state. The Committee recommended £75. 
The National Museum of Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Brecon Museum. 
 

15. 2016 T447 Medieval to Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Little Comberton, 

Worcestershire (WAW-7ED7A4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-180. The Committee examined the piece in light of this and 
commented that it had an interesting and attractive design. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £150. The Almonry Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

16. 2015 T554 Post-Medieval silver badge from ‘Ludlow’, Shropshire (HESH-4BEA4A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-300. The Committee viewed the badge in light of this; it found 
the item to be very small but attractive, though crudely made. In agreement with the lower end of the 
range suggested by the valuer, the Committee recommended £200. Shropshire Museum Service hopes 
to acquire. 
 

17. 2015 T854 Medieval to Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Hatfield, Doncaster 

(SWYOR-0C5A58) 
The provisional valuer suggested £250-280. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this and 
commented that it was of basic construction and wearable. The comparisons cited by the valuer were 
seen to be useful and the Committee, in agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, 
recommended £250. Doncaster Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

18. 2015 T651 Medieval gold finger-ring Yorkshire & The Humber, Rotherham (SWYOR-

112707) 
The provisional valuer suggested £2,200-2,400. The Committee examined the ring in light of this and 
felt that it had an attractive design and could be easily straightened and made wearable. In agreement 
with the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £2,200. Rotherham 
Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

19. 13.11 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring fragment from Old Radnor area, Powys – 2
nd

 viewing  
The provisional valuer suggested that the ring fragment had only nominal commercial value. The 
Committee had seen the ring at its meeting of 25th January 2017 and recommended £25. The finder 
challenged the recommended valuation. The Committee took account of this and viewed the fragment 
again, but found nothing in the finder’s submission to cause it to depart from its original 
recommendation. It sympathised with the finder’s concern at the length of time taken since he had 
reported the artefact but explained that this could not be a factor in recommending a value for the piece. 
The Committee confirmed a recommendation of £25. The National Museum of Wales hopes to acquire 
on behalf of Radnorshire Museum. 
 

20. 2015 T543 Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Ousden, Suffolk (SF-099683)-  2
nd

 viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £150-250. The finder had submitted comments on this and the 
Committee saw the pendant at its meeting of 25th January 2017 where it requested a second provisional 
valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested £525. The Committee viewed the pendant again in 
light of this. The Committee observed that it was relatively rare for complete silver-gilt cross pendants 
to be acquired through the Treasure process, and felt that this item was attractive and possessed more 
appeal than either valuer had allocated to it. The Committee recommended £650. Bury St Edmunds 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

21. 2015 T817 Medieval silver seal matrix Great Hallingbury, Essex (ESS-0DEEFE) - 2
nd

 viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £1,200. The Committee saw the seal matrix at its meeting of 25th 
January 2017 and recommended £1,000. The finder challenged this and submitted a private valuation 
from  for £1,500 – 1,800. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the seal matrix 



again. It considered the arguments made by the two valuers and appreciated that there was a reason to 
increase the recommendation it had made at the last meeting, as it was felt to be an attractive and 
substantial piece and the presence of the chain and links contributed to its appeal. However, as the 
Committee had pointed out at the previous meeting, the seal matrix lacked a design or text that would 
link it to an individual or family. It noted that the comparison cited by the private valuer, of a seal 
matrix offered at Timeline Auctions on 21st February 2017 (lot 78421) for £1,000 - £1,400, had not 
reached its reserve price and remained unsold. Taking account of all of this, the Committee felt it 
appropriate to recommend a figure between the provisional valuer and the low end of the private 
valuation. It recommended £1,350. Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

22. 2016 T201 Medieval gold finger-ring from Wistow Parish area, Cambridgeshire (CAM-

A8B768)- 2
nd

 viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £2,000. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 25th January 
2017 and requested that the British Museum Scientific Research section analyse the gemstone to 
confirm its identity. This was done and the gemstone was confirmed as a sapphire. The Committee 
examined the ring again and commented that the provisional valuation was well-reasoned and supported 
by a relevant parallel.  The Committee commented that the ring was plain but elegant. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £2,000. The Norris Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

23. 2015 T806 Medieval gold finger-ring from Winwick, Warrington (LANCUM-DD680)- 2
nd

 

viewing 
The provisional valuer originally suggested £2,750-3,025. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 
25th January 2017 and requested that the British Museum Scientific Research section analyse the 
gemstone to confirm its identity. This was done and the gemstone was determined to be in fact  of  blue 
glass.  The provisional valuer, who had assumed it was a sapphire, revised her valuation to £2,200-
2,420.  The Committee examined the ring in light of this. It commented that the surface of the ring was 
abraded and the hoop damaged, and found the ring slightly less appealing than a gold and sapphire 
example from Wistow area, Cambridgeshire, that it viewed at the same meeting (2016 T201; CAM-
A8B768, valued at £2,000). The Committee recommended £1,800. Liverpool Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

24. 2016 T294 Medieval gold finger-ring from Bobbington, Staffordshire (WAW-F83228)- 2
nd

 

viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £2,500-2,800. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 25th 
January 2017 and requested further information from the finder on the discovery and reporting of the 
find. The finder has provided this. The Committee viewed the finger-ring again in light of this and was 
grateful to have images of the ring in its original, unrestored state, provided by the finder. Before 
recommending a value, the Committee asked the Secretariat to show these images to the provisional 
valuer and to ask her to provide a valuation for the ring in its original state. The Committee agreed to 
consider the ring again at a subsequent meeting once that valuation is received. The Potteries Museum 
& Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
[

 

] 
 

25. 2014 T522 Medieval silver spoon from East Knoyle, Wiltshire (DOR-235972) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £300.  The finder provided a private valuation from Christie’s for 
£3,000. The Committee saw the spoon at its meeting of 25th January 2017 and asked for a second 
provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested £4,000-6,000. The Committee took 
account of all of this as it viewed the spoon again. It found the second provisional valuation to be very 
thorough and considered. The first provisional valuation was seen to be irrelevant but the private 
valuation from Christie’s was factored in to the Committee’s decision. In agreement with the lower end 
of the range suggested by the second valuer, an acknowledged authority in material of this type, the 
Committee recommended £4,000. Salisbury & South Wiltshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

26. 2013 T466 Medieval gold pendant from Horncastle area, Lincolnshire (DENO-65C775)  
The provisional valuer suggested £5,500-6,000. The finder submitted a private valuation from 

for £12,000–15,000. The Committee took account of both of these as it 
viewed the pendant.  
 



The Committee was made aware that the private valuation supplied by the finder was produced by 
 The Committee stated that it expected valuers with a personal interest to declare that interest, in 

order for the process to be as transparent as possible.  
 
The Committee found the piece to be attractive and interesting. It felt that that provisional valuer put 
forth convincing arguments despite a lack of similar artefacts having been sold at auction. The private 
valuation used the same parallels as the provisional valuation and two others, Treasure cases 2008 T660 
and 2014 T363, both Medieval gold pendants, one inscribed and the other featuring iconographic 
images. These were felt to demonstrate a general interest in gold pendants from the period but were seen 
to be substantially different to the piece in question.   
 
On balance the Committee felt that the private valuation was less realistic than the provisional 
valuation, which was seen to judge the market appeal of the pendant accurately. In agreement with the 
higher end of the range suggested by the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £6,000. The 
Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire.  
 

27. 2014 T896 Medieval gold finger-ring from Wembury, Devon (DEV-DE5C7B) -2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £6,000-6,600. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 25th 
January 2017 and requested that the British Museum Scientific Research section analyse the gemstone 
to confirm its identity. This was done and the gemstone was confirmed as a sapphire. The Committee 
viewed the finger-ring again and took account of this. It noted that the market for large, wearable, 
impressive rings was strong. In agreement with the lower end of the provisional valuer’s suggested 
range, the Committee recommended £6,000. Plymouth Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

28. 2016 T52 Medieval gold finger ring from Pontefract, Wakefield (SWYOR-CC23E3) -2
nd

 

viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £6,500-7,000. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 25th 
January 2017 and requested that the British Museum Scientific Research section analyse the gemstone 
to confirm its identity. This was done and the gemstone was confirmed as a garnet. The Committee took 
account of this as it viewed the ring again.  The Committee was concerned at the damage suffered by 
the ring and felt that it might be difficult to repair to a wearable state, and that this might affect its value. 
The Committee felt that it required the advice of a second provisional valuer before making a 
recommendation, and asked the Secretariat to commission to provide one. The Committee 
will reconsider the case when that is received. Wakefield Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 

Post-Medieval 

 

29. 2014 T149 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress fastener from Bythorn, Cambridgeshire (NARC-

34A9C1) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50-70. The Committee viewed the dress fastener in light of this and 
in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £60. St Neots Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

30. 2016 T620 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Cundall with Leckby, North Yorkshire 

(YORYM-49BDAC) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50-70. The Committee examined the dress-hook in light of this and 
felt that the suggested range was accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £70. Harrogate Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

31. 2016 T120 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Rugeley, Staffordshire (WMID-B35AB7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-70. The Committee examined the dress-hook in light of this and 
felt that the lower end of the suggested range was appropriate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £50. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 

32. 2016 T234 Post-Medieval silver bodkin from Somerton, Oxfordshire ( HAMP-96FC2C) 
The provisional valuer suggested £60-80. The Committee examined the bodkin in light of this and felt 
that the lower end of the suggested range was appropriate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 
recommended £60. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

33. 2016 T573 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Wootton Wawen, Warwickshire (LEIC-

CC8A32) 



The provisional valuer suggested £80. The Committee viewed the dress-hook in light of this and felt 
that it was a substantial example of its type, and warranted a slight uplift in the suggested price. The 
Committee recommended £90. Warwickshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

34. 2014 T885 Post-Medieval silver medal from Towersey, Oxfordshire (BERK-C622AE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £90. The Committee examined the medal in light of this. It felt that 
that valuer had cited the correct market parallel, but that he had drawn an over-optimistic conclusion as 
to the relative appeal of the Towersey medal. The Committee noted that the medal was not in good 
condition and that this would limit its appeal on the market. It recommended £35. Thame Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 

35. 2016 T523 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pin (incomplete) from Stokenchurch, Buckinghamshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-100. The Committee viewed the pin in light of this. It noted that 
at its last meeting it had valued a similar incomplete pin from Rushton, Staffordshire (2016 T161; 
LVPL-2B1698) at £80, and felt that this pin had similar appeal. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £80. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

36. 2015 T939 Post-Medieval gold aglet from Thames foreshore, London (LON-5E0F81) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120-150.  The Committee examined the aglet in light of this. It felt 
that the suggested parallel was not a close resemblance. The Committee noted that it had previously 
valued an aglet from the same location on the Thames foreshore (2011 T44; LON-F2F3A4) at £100. 
This previous aglet was in much better condition than the piece in question. Therefore the Committee 
recommended £60. The Museum of London hopes to acquire. 
 

37. 2015 T945 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Lew, Oxfordshire (BH-057A58) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this and 
commented that although the decoration was plain, it was of good substance and wearable and 
possessed a readable inscription. The Committee recommended £650. Oxfordshire Museum Service 
hopes to acquire. 
 

38. 2015 T184 Post-Medieval silver pyx from Houghton, Lancashire (LANCUM-6F19D5) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800. The Committee viewed the pyx in light of this. It observed that 
the piece was nicely engraved and of good size, though damaged. It was felt to be very interesting but 
the Committee acknowledged that there were no very close parallels from the market to compare it with.  
The Committee was of the view that the value would be slightly higher than that suggested by the 
provisional valuer, and it recommended £1,000. Lancashire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

39. 2016 T243 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Whorlton, North Yorkshire (DUR-23C436) 

The provisional valuer suggested £850-950. The finder submitted comments with regards to the 
provisional valuation. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the ring. The Committee 
appreciated that it had indeed valued the earlier ring, cited by the finder (2014 T271; BH-A3F837) at a 
figure of £1,450, and that this earlier ring was lighter than the ring from Whorlton. However, the 
Committee felt that this did not preclude it from taking into account new evidence from the market in 
the form of the parallels provided by the provisional valuer, which were felt to give a more recent 
impression of the current market for such rings.  In taking account of all of the above, the Committee 
felt that an accurate figure was £1,350, and recommended that amount. York Museums Trust hopes to 
acquire.  
 

40. 2016 T284 Post-Medieval silver vervel from Collingbourne Kingston, Wiltshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,200. The Committee examined the vervel in light of this and 
noted that the parallels in the market cited by the valuer all included buyer’s premium, which the 
Committee considers to be over and above the hammer (market) price. In that context, the lower end of 
the suggested range was felt to be accurate, and the Committee recommended £1,000. Wiltshire 
Heritage Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

41. 2016 T223 Post-Medieval finger-ring from Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire (GLO-

29BE9F) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,800-2,000. The museum and the finder submitted comments with 
regards to the provisional valuation. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this. In 
response to the museum’s concerns the Committee pointed out that the current ring was more 
substantial and wearable than the ring the museum had acquired earlier (2009 T372; BM-174F06) and it 
had a maker’s mark that was possibly associated with a known historical figure. The Committee felt that 



the valuer provided relevant examples in the market to support her suggestion. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £2,000. Museum in the Park, Stroud, hopes to acquire. 
 

 

Item : COINS 

 
Note: Committee asked that hoards of less than 30 coins are laid out in trays or made similarly easy to 
access at meetings, and that if packaging is used that it should be clear which coins correspond to which 
catalogue entries. It also asked that photos of the coins, whether taken individually or in groups are 
included in the papers that are sent in advance of a meeting to the Committee.  
 

Iron Age & Roman coins 

 

42. 2015 T658 Roman coin hoard (10) from North Elmshall, West Yorkshire (SWYOR-15B0A4) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £40. Wakefield Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

43. 2015 T720 Roman silver coin hoard (18) from Sedgeford, Durham (DUR-3A6B13) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-60. The Committee examined the coin hoard in light of this and 
felt that the valuer made valid observations. The Committee decided to adopt the breakdown for each 
coin as proposed by the valuer, and noted that this actually came to a total of £61. The Committee 
therefore recommended £61. The Museum of Archaeology, Durham, hopes to acquire. 
 

44. 2016 T19 Iron Age (22) & Roman (18) coin hoard from St Levan, Cornwall (CORN-D6A344) 
The provisional valuer suggested £20,000-25,000. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 
commented that the provisional valuation was supported by recent examples from the market. The 
Committee felt that the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range was accurate for the group, and it 
recommended £20,000. Royal Cornwall Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

Medieval coins 

 

45. 2015 T722 Medieval silver-gilt coin from Fordwich, Kent (KENT-3B507F) 
The provisional valuer suggested, £20-30. The Committee viewed the coin in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £25. Canterbury Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

46. 2016 T235 Medieval silver coin hoard (2) from Great Saredon, Staffordshire (WMID-A63955) 

The provisional valuer suggested £45. The Committee inspected the small hoard in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £45. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes 
to acquire. 
 

47. 2015 T980 Medieval silver coin hoard (11) from Misterton, Nottinghamshire (NLM-DC9C97) 

The provisional valuer suggested £650-850. The finder submitted comments with regards to the 
provisional valuation The Committee took account of this as it examined the coins. It explained that the 
coins would not achieve a figure such as that expected by the finder (£3,000) but it did observe that the 
York mint issue of Henry VIII was slightly undervalued by the provisional valuer. The Committee also 
explained that the numeral 9 in the legend of some of the other coins did not add significantly to their 
market appeal. The Committee recommended £1,000. Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

48. 2015 T843 Medieval gold coin hoard (3) from Great Dunmow area, Essex (PAS-B53756) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,650. The Committee viewed the small coin hoard in light of this. It 
felt that the valuer had overestimated the quality of the coins and that their condition would lower their 
appeal on the market. The Committee made a recommendation for each coin, according to the 
catalogue, of £450, £450 and £300, for a total of £1,200. Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

 

Post-Medieval coins 

 

49. 2015 T176 Post-Medieval gold touch piece from Copmanthorpe, Yorkshire (YORYM-B32610) 
The provisional valuer suggested £105. The Committee examined the touch piece in light of this, 
confirming that its poor condition had been appreciated by the valuer. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £105. York Museums Trust. 
 



50. 14.26 Post-Medieval silver coin hoard (4) from Penybont, Powys 

The provisional valuer suggested £320-400. The finder submitted comments with regards to the 
provisional valuation on behalf of himself and the landowner. The Committee viewed the hoard in light 
of this. The Committee thanked the finder and landowner for their comments but felt that the 
provisional valuer had indeed adequately taken into account the condition of the two coins, and that his 
report was adequately supported by evidence from the market. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £360. National Museum of Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of 
Radnorshire Museum 
 

51. 2016 T63 Post-Medieval gold coin hoard (9) from Eccleshall, Staffordshire (WMID-FB9036) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4,380. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and 
appreciated the precise breakdown of values for the individual coins provided by the valuer. However, it 
felt that a rounded figure of £500 for each coin was accurate and fair, and recommended £4,500. The 
Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire.  
 
[Tim Pestell left the room] 
 
Item : NORFOLK FINDS 

 

52. 2016 T648 Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Sedgeford, Norfolk (NMS-E70ACF) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-180. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and 
felt that on the open market the ring would only achieve a figure towards the bottom of the suggested 
range. The Committee recommended £150. Kings Lynn Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

53. 2016 T750 Early Medieval silver-gilt pin from Heacham, Norfolk (NMS-3C26D4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-1,000. The Committee inspected the pin in light of this and 
although it could eventually distinguish the design on the pin head, this was observed to be indistinct. 
The Committee felt that the subject pin possessed the same degree of appeal as the example cited by the 
valuer form the Timeline Auction of 14th December 2012 (Lot 567), observing that this item had sold 
for £684 including premium. The hammer price would have been lower – less than £600.  Taking this 
into consideration, the Committee recommended £600. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

54. 2016 T536 Early Medieval gold & garnet pendant from near Diss, Norfolk (NMS-522CD9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-1,000. The Committee viewed the pendant in light of this. It felt 
that the pendant was slightly more appealing than the example cited by the valuer (from Timeline 
Auctions sale of 14th March 2012, lot 0999) and that the provisional valuation reflected that. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £900. Norwich Castle Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 

55. 2015 T37 Early Medieval grave assemblage from ‘Winfarthing area’, Norfolk (NMS-E95041) 
This case was deferred at the request of the museum, who are seeking a private valuation. 
 
56. 2015 T240 Early Medieval silver coin hoard from 'Downham Market area', Norfolk (NMS-

725E91) 

The provisional valuer suggested £940. The finder submitted comments with regards to the provisional 
valuation, which he felt should be higher. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the coin 
hoard. It agreed that the provisional value was slightly low and recommended the following breakdown 
for the coins: 
Aethilraed - £500 
Vernus - £120 
Porcupines £480 (6 x £80) 
This made for a total recommendation of £1,100. Kings Lynn Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

[Tim Pestell re-entered the room] 

 

 

Any other business: 
 
Timeline Auctions access: The Committee was informed that Timeline Auctions have now stopped 
universal online access to comprehensive write-ups of individual lots from present and past auctions. 
This may limit the number of parallels that provisional valuers are able to provide easily as illustrations 
in their reports. Chris Martin said he would speak to  about this. 



 
Provisional valuers: The Committee confirmed that it was happy with the valuation provided by 

(item 25) and agreed that he could be approached for further commissions of items that he is 
comfortable with, perhaps including thimbles and seal matrices. 
 

Analysis of gemstones: The Committee was informed that the British Museum has recently seen the 
departure of the two scientists who undertook metallurgical and Raman analysis of Treasure finds. 
There is no plan at the moment to fill these positions and the Secretariat has been made aware that this 
may impact on the Museum’s capacity to carry out scientific analysis on as many finds as it had 
previously. This is of particular relevance to the Committee’s desire to have gemstones analysed if it is 
not clear what they are.  
 
The Committee expressed concern if it were to transpire that it was unable to have the requisite 
gemmological analysis carried out, as that would impact on its statutory role of advising the Secretary of 
State on the value of items that come before it.  
 
The Secretariat will keep the Committee aware of developments but hopes that the current level of 
analysis can be maintained.  
 



 

 
 

 
 

Provisional valuations: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 




