
Working MINUTES 

 

 

Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 9
th

 November 2016 

 
The meeting was held in the Board Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 9th November 
2016 at 11:30am, following the meeting with the valuers. All finds will be available from 10:15am 
for inspection.    
 
Present 

 
Committee                British Museum              Apologies 
Colin Renfrew (Chair)  Amy Marsh        Harry Bain 
Roger Bland   Mafalda Raposo        Hetty Gleave 
Jim Brown   Ian Richardson        Tim Pestell  
Marian Campbell           Mark Caldon (DCMS) 
Chris Martin 
 
 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 21

st
 September 2016 

The Minutes were passed as a true record of the meeting. 
 
NB: Colin Renfrew left the room for discussion on cases where the Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology Cambridge hopes to acquire.  
 

Item 2: OBJECTS 

 
Bronze Age 

 

1. 2013 T941 Bronze Age copper alloy hoard Hinxton area, Cambridgeshire (ESS-9BAEC6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £20. The finder supplied comments on the provisional valuation. 
The Committee took these into account as it viewed the hoard. It sympathised with the finder’s 
disappointment, especially given the size of the large ingots. The Committee recommended £50. 
The Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology Cambridge hopes to acquire. 
 
2. 2014 T140 Bronze Age hoard from Bythorn, Cambridgeshire (NARC-2DA441) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-110. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and 
felt that the higher end of the suggested range was accurate for this group. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, it recommended £110. Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology Cambridge 
hopes to acquire. 
 
3. 2015 T978 Bronze Age gold penannular ring from near Hexham, Northumberland (DUR-

EC189D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £230-250. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low, and also a valuation from Celtic Coins. The Committee took 
account of all of this as it viewed the ring. It noted that the scientific analysis by the British 
Museum had identified the ring as solid gold. The ring was observed to be very small in size, and 
plainly decorated. The values suggested by Celtic Coins, it was noted, were for retail figures, 
which the Committee pointed out are higher than the theoretical auction hammer prices that it 
equates to market value. The Committee also explained that it does not take into account the 
finances of the acquiring museum when recommending a valuation. 
 
The Committee appreciated the attraction of the findspot of the penannular ring. It felt that the 
provisional valuation accurately accounted for this and was correct relative to rings of larger size. 
In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £250. The Society of 
Antiquaries of Newcastle upon Tyne. 
 
 
Roman 

 
4. 2014 T892 Roman silver finger ring fragment from near Woodbridge, Suffolk 



The provisional valuer suggested ‘No Commercial Value’. The Committee examined the ring 
fragment in light of this and recommended £5. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 
5. 2014 T891 Roman silver finger-ring fragment from near Woodbridge, Suffolk 

The provisional valuer suggested ‘No Commercial Value’. The Committee examined the ring 
fragment in light of this and recommended £5. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 
6. 2016 T35 Roman silver pendant from Much Wenlock, Shropshire (LANCUM-AC938E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30. The Committee inspected the pendant in light of this and 
found the valuation to be accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £30. 
Shropshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
7. 2014 T798 Roman silver intaglio from Long Bredy, Dorset (DEV-A4D833) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-45. The Committee viewed the intaglio in light of this and 
felt that the suggested figure was correct. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 
recommended £40. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
8. 2015 T536 Roman silver brooch from Willingham, Lincolnshire (PAS-C4DAC5) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-45. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation, and pointed to a comparison in ‘Benet’s Guide to Artefacts’. The Committee inspected 
the brooch in light of this. It thanked the finder for his letter and wished him a swift recovery from 
his illness.  The Committee noted that the example cited by the finder was mislabelled in Benet’s 
and was actually a rare form of Middle Anglo-Saxon brooch. The Committee also pointed out that 
the prices suggested in Benet’s are retail figures, which are higher than the theoretical auction 
hammer prices that it equates to market value.  
 
The Committee felt that the provisional valuation was well-supported and accurate, and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £45. The Collection, Lincoln hopes to 
acquire. 
 
9. 2015 T140 Roman copper-alloy brooch with silver decoration from Heydon, 

Cambridgeshire BH-0BB678) 
The provisional valuer suggested £90-110. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 
commented that although it had suffered some damage, it was once an attractive piece that 
displayed a high-level of craftsmanship. The Committee felt that the suggested value was too low, 
and recommended £180. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Early Medieval 

 
10. 2015 T558 Early Medieval silver-gilt object from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (SF-A044B7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee viewed the object in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £10. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service 
hopes to acquire. 
 
11. 2015 T483 Early Medieval silver-gilt artefact fragment from near Woodbridge, Suffolk 

(SF-ED5D66) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25. The Committee examined the fragment in light of this noted 
the presence of decoration and gilding, but agreed with the provisional valuer that the item’s 
incomplete state would hinder its market value. In agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s 
suggested range, the Committee recommended £20. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes 
to acquire. 
 
12. 2015 T562 Early Medieval gold beaded wire ring from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (SF-

9F296A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-50. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this. It 
agreed that the item was interesting but also took account of its very small size. In agreement with 
the lower end of the range suggested by the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £30. 
Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 



 
13. 2015 T482 Early Medieval gold bead from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (SF-EC58CB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee viewed the bead in light of this and agreed 
with the valuer that it was of good weight, noting that the item’s intrinsic value would be greater 
than the figure suggested by the valuer. To account for that, and the bead’s historical interest, the 
Committee recommended £120. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire.  
 
14. 2016 T27 Early Medieval silver pyramid mount from Scampton, Lincolnshire (LEIC-

9E22BD) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80. The Committee examined the pyramid mount in light of 
this. It noted that the silver was tarnished and the piece lacked a setting, but felt that the provisional 
valuation was too conservative. The comparison cited by the valuer (sold at Timeline Auctions 12 
September 2015, lot 573) was indeed a very low result, but the pre-auction estimate had been 
£300-400, suggesting that the auctioneers had thought it worth much more.  
 
The Committee also saw at this meeting another Early Medieval silver pyramid mount (2015 T561; 
SF-9F5377) which was smaller than the Scampton example, though more appealing to the eye. The 
Committee had recommended £150 for 2015 T561, which was felt to be an accurate value for 
Scampton mount. The Committee therefore recommended £150. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to 
acquire. 
 
15. 2015 T69 Early Medieval silver ingot from Kings Ripton parish area, Cambridgeshire 

(CAM-D50DC2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120-135. The Committee examined the ingot in light of this. 
The Committee noted that it regularly values silver ingots of this period which are of the same 
shape and general appearance, and it has sought to establish a consistency in the valuations that it 
recommends, according to the weight of each item and the purity of the precious metal it contains. 
It also strives to ensure that these recommendations properly account for market trends. In this 
case, the Committee noted that the valuer had suggested a figure that was higher than the examples 
she cited, as a means of accounting for the provenance of the Kings Ripton piece.  It was felt that 
the value suggested by the provisional valuer was slightly high in comparison to ingots valued by 
the Committee in the past, and it recommended £100. The Fitzwilliam Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
16. 2015 T561 Early Medieval silver mount from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (SF-9F5377) 
The provisional valuer suggested £120-160. The Committee took this into account as it viewed the 
mount. The Committee also saw at the same meeting another silver pyramid mount, from 
Scampton, Lincolnshire (2016 T27; LEIC-9E22BD) which it felt was of comparable value, being 
larger but having less appealing decoration than the Woodbridge mount. The Committee 
recommended £150 for 2016 T27, and felt the same figure was appropriate in this case. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £150. Colchester & Ipswich 
Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
17. 2015 T861Early Medieval gold and garnet stud from Lode, Cambridgeshire (CAM-

338B95) 

The provisional valuer suggested £130-180. The Committee viewed the stud in light of this. It 
acknowledged the damage to the piece and the absence of most of its garnets, but felt that it was 
considerably more appealing than the valuer suggested. Noting as well the considerable size of the 
stud, the Committee recommended £250. Ely Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
18. 2015 T346 Early Medieval incomplete gold and garnet mount Colchester District, Essex 

(ESS-5DA6C2) 

Provisional valuer suggested £165. The Committee examined the mount in light of this. It noted 
the quality of the workmanship but agreed that it was only a component of something larger and 
observed the significant damage that it had suffered. The Committee noted that the lower end of 
the valuer’s suggested range was £150, and it recommended that figure. Colchester & Ipswich 
Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
19. 2015 T559 Early Medieval gold bracteate fragment from Woodbridge area, Suffolk  
The provisional valuer suggested £250. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the bracteate fragment. It thanked the 
Finder for his letter. The Committee acknowledged that the value of future finds may be influenced  
by the fact of their constituting the remaining segments of the bracteates of which 2015 T559 is a 



part. However, since the recommended valuation is for an item’s worth at the time of the finding of 
the item, the future finds would not affect the value of 2015 T559, which, when found, was the first 
and only component of the bracteate known about. 
 
The Committee agreed it was strongly possible that 2015 T559 had come from the same dies as the 
Binham (Norfolk) bracteates, but felt that this did not materially alter the valuation, which was 
seen to be accurate. 
 
In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £250. Colchester & 
Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
20. 2015 T560 Early Medieval gold bead from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (SF-9FF8BD) 

The provisional valuer suggested £375. The Committee inspected the bead in light of this and 
commented that the valuation was well-argued. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £375. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
21. 2015 T471 Early Medieval gold bracteate Orsett, Essex (ESS-4FF212) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3000-4000. The Committee examined the bracteate in light of 
this. It observed that the valuer had accounted for the complete state of the item and agreed that a 
potential buyer would be attracted by that, and would have to accept that their would be an element 
of risk should they attempt to improve the item by unfolding it. It was pointed out that the parallel 
provided by the valuer (Timeline Auctions sale 14th February 2015, lot 0998) was for a type-C 
bracteate with a strong figurative design, and that the Orsett bracteate was a D-type animal of more 
abstract design. The lower end of the suggested range was therefore felt to be more accurate, and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £3,000. Colchester & Ipswich 
Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
22. 2014 T747 Early Medieval gold ring bezel from Scrayingham, North Yorkshire (LVPL-

8C0D79)- 4th viewing 
The first provisional valuer suggested £10,000. The Committee viewed the bezel at its meeting of 
2nd December 2015 and asked for a second valuation; the second provisional valuer suggested 
£3,850. The Committee subsequently considered the case at its meetings of 9th March 2016 and 
27th April 2016, recommending on each occasion £3,500. 
 
The finder and landowner contested this decision once more, each stating that they felt a figure of 
£5,000 would be more fair. 
 
The Committee examined the bezel again and expressed sympathy with the desires of the finder 
and landowner, especially as the first provisional valuation may have given them cause to expect a 
much higher reward than the Committee felt was correct. Nonetheless the Committee assured the 
parties it had considered the case carefully and felt that there was no further evidence available to 
cause it to depart from the earlier recommended value. The Committee confirmed a 
recommendation of £3,500. York Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
23. 2014 T603 Early Medieval silver brooch (incomplete) from near Woodbridge, Suffolk 
The provisional valuer suggested £250-350. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the 
brooch and noted that whilst it was damaged, it was still an appealing piece. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, it recommended £300. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

Medieval 

 
24. 14.22 Medieval silver-gilt ring fragment from Caerwent, Monmouthshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee inspected the ring fragment in light of this 
and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £20. National Museum Wales hopes 
to acquire. 
 
25. 2015 T563 Medieval silver annular brooch from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (SF-9F404C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-30. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 
noting its small size and broken state, in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £30. 
Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 



 
26. 14.31 Medieval silver brooch from Llangattock-Vibon-Avel, Monmouthshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-80. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and 
commented that it was a very plain and damaged item. It noted that the valuer had not been able to 
provide any comparisons from recent market sales, and that he had overestimated this item’s 
appeal. The Committee recommended £30. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of 
Abergavenny Museum. 
 
27. 2015 T354 Medieval silver finger-ring fragment from West Mersea, Essex (ESS-609271) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-120. The Committee inspected the ring fragment in light of 
this and felt that even though it possessed an inscription in an appealing script, its incomplete 
nature would prevent it from achieving the suggested range if it was offered for sale on the market. 
The Committee recommended £60. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
28. 2015 T565 Medieval silver-gilt silver brooch (incomplete) from Woodbridge area, Suffolk 

(SF-A032A5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100-120. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this 
and commented that the brooch was attractive, despite its missing settings. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £120. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service 
hopes to acquire. 
 
29. 2015 T727 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring fragment from Ashington, West Sussex (SUR-

3B9D32) 

Provisional valuer suggested £5-10. The Committee heard that the finder and landowner waived 
their right to a reward, so that it would be acquired by Storrington & District Museum at no 
expense. It thanked them for this gesture. 
 
30. 15.17 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Llanilar, Ceredigion 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-350. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 
this, and found the valuation to be well-reasoned. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £350. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Ceredigion 
Museum. 
 
31. 14.04 Medieval gold ring from Pembroke, Pembroke 
The provisional valuer suggested £300-500. The Committee viewed the ring in light of this and 
noted that despite the obvious damage suffered by this ring, the setting was attractive and much of 
the stone was present. It displayed little sign of wear, and therefore the Committee felt that a figure 
towards the higher end of the suggested range was accurate. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, it recommended £475. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Milford 
Haven Maritime & Heritage Museum 
 
32. 2016 T116 Medieval gold & gemstone finger-ring from Roxy cum Risby, North 

Lincolnshire (NLM-0BEC29) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,200. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light 
of this and noted its small size, which pointed the Committee towards the lower end of the 
suggested range. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,000. 
North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
33. 2016 T38 Medieval gold finger-ring from Mistley, Essex (ESS-78515C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,200. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this. 
It acknowledged the poor condition of the item, though considered that it might have potential for 
improvement, which would appeal to a buyer on the market. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £1,200. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 
34. 2016 T37 Medieval gold ring from Tolleshunt Major, Essex (ESS-77F7D3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,200. The Committee examined the ring in light of this. 
Al the valuer had pointed out, the second parallel she provided (lot 0827 from Timeline sale of 12th 
February 2015) was the more similar, in better condition but featuring a garnet instead of a 
sapphire. As she noted, that ring had failed to sell and did not reach its pre-auction estimate of 
£800-1,200. The Committee therefore felt that, given its current state, the valuer’s estimate for the 



Tolleshunt Major ring was slightly high, and recommended £900. Colchester & Ipswich Museum 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 
35. 2015 T818 Medieval gold finger-ring from Stebbing, Essex (ESS-0E1E7B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1200-1500. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 
this and found it to be an attractive and wearable example. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, it recommended £1,400. Saffron Waldon Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
36. 2015 T817 Medieval silver seal matrix Great Hallingbury, Essex (ESS-0DEEFE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1200. The finder asked for the case to be deferred to the next 
meeting, to allow for a private valuation to be sought. Saffron Waldon Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
37. 2013 T709 Medieval gold pendant from Newport Pagnell, Buckinghamshire (WMID-

1006A0) – 2
nd

viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,800-2,000. The Committee had seen the pendant at its meeting 
of 21st September 2016, and noting the disagreement as to whether the finder had proper 
permission to search on the land, agreed to consider the case again once new information was 
received. The Finder and Occupier had since supplied further comments, and the Coroner supplied 
papers associated with the inquest. The Committee understood that a CD audio recording of the 
inquest had been sent, but not yet received by the Secretariat. It felt that it would be useful to have 
this information, so deferred to case to a subsequent meeting, until such time that the recording of 
the inquest is received. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
38. 2015 T806 Medieval gold finger-ring from Winwick, Warrington (LANCUM-DD680) 
The provisional valuer suggested £2,750-3,025. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light 
of this and felt that it required further information before recommending a valuation. It asked for 
the Secretariat to request analysis of the gemstone, and to commission a second valuation. It will 
reconsider the finger-ring once that information is to hand. Warrington Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
39. 2015 T738 Medieval silver seal matrix Boxted, Essex (SOM-63C16C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,000. The Committee viewed the seal matrix in light of this 
and found the valuation to be well-argued and accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 
recommended £3,000. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
40. 14.29 Medieval gold finger-ring from Llandissilio West, Pembrokeshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,000. The museum submitted comments with regards to the 
provisional valuation, which it felt was too high. The finder responded to these. The Committee 
took account of the submissions as it viewed the piece. It noted the large size of the ring and agreed 
with the finder’s view that the ring was more impressive in person than in the photographs. Though 
the hoop was damaged and the engraving worn, it displayed skilful craftsmanship. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £3,000. National Museum Wales hopes 
to acquire on behalf of Narberth Museum. 
 
41. 14.23 Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Bronington, Wrexham – 2

nd
 viewing 

The finger-ring had been seen by the Committee at its meeting of 21st September 2016, where it 
was noticed that the ring was not gold, as originally described, but silver-gilt. Subsequent scientific 
analysis confirmed this observation. The provisional valuer subsequently suggested £300-400. 
 
The Committee examined the ring again in light of this. It noted the wear that the ring had been 
subject too, and felt that the lower end of the suggested range was appropriate. In agreement with 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £300. National Museum Wales hopes to 
acquire on behalf of Wrexham Museum. 
 
42. 13.12 Medieval gold finger-ring from Holt, Wrexham – 4

th
 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-280. The Committee had previously considered the case on 
three occasions, and most recently (21st September 2016) it had requested further information on 
the circumstances of discovery from the Holt Local History Society and the landowner. 
 
The History Society provided comments, as did the archaeologist who was engaged by the Society 
to help with the excavation. The landowner and finder also supplied comments. 
 



The Committee took account of these and earlier submissions as it viewed the ring again. As for 
the value of the ring, the Committee felt that the provisional valuation was fairly close, though 
slightly conservative. It understood the finder and landowner’s concern that the valuer had cited as 
an example a silver-gilt ring, but pointed out that this was only one of four examples that she listed, 
and she specifically suggested a figure higher than this to account for the ring from Holt being 
gold. Her other listed examples were for gold rings. The examples previously supplied by the 
finder were for rings of different types (and dates) and did not provide useful guides for the value 
of the subject ring. Therefore the Committee recommended a value of £300. 
 
As to the allocation of the reward, the Committee observed that there was some disagreement as to 
the instructions conveyed to participants in the event organised by the Holt Local History Society. 
However what seemed clear, from the testimony of the finder, landowner and archaeologist was 
that the finder had discovered the ring ‘outside of the official dig’, with the full consent of the 
landowner. As such the discovery was deemed to be more akin to the chance finds made by most 
metal detector users, rather than as the result of an orderly investigation. The Committee therefore 
came to the view that the find was not made by someone engaged in an archaeological excavation 
or investigation (as described in paragraph 81 of the Treasure Act Code of Practice) and 
recommended that the finder be entitled to a 50% share of the reward. 
 
National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Wrexham Museum. 
 
Post-Medieval 

 
43. 2014 T889 Post-Medieval silver stud (incomplete) from near Woodbridge, Suffolk 
The provisional valuer suggested £15. The Committee examined the stud in light of this and felt 
that it would struggle to appeal to a buyer on the market. The Committee recommended £10. 
Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
44. 2014 T954 Post-Medieval silver cufflinks (2) from Chipping Ongar, Essex (ESS-9D37C4) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10-20. The Committee viewed the cufflinks in light of this and 
noticed the damage that they had suffered, which would limit their appeal. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £15. Epping Forest Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
45. 2015 T564 Post-Medieval silver cufflink element from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (SF-

9FE5C9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-20. The Committee inspected the cufflink element in light of 
this and observed that it had suffered from some damage. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £15. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
46. 2014 T803 Post-Medieval silver thimble from Shute, Devon (DOR-B73AC5)  
The provisional valuer suggested £50. The finder had submitted comments on this, which he felt 
was too low. The Committee saw the thimble at its meeting of 3rd August 2016 and deferred a 
decision in order to carry out further research on the market appeal of thimbles featuring royal 
portraits, such as this. The Committee now examined the thimble again, having made enquiries. It 
was thought to be of more interest than the provisional valuer had allowed, though its poor 
condition would prevent it from achieving the prices suggested by the finder. The Committee 
recommended £300. Royal Albert Memorial Museum hopes to acquire. 

47. 2016 T406 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Penzance, Cornwall (CORN-

9D88EE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-60. The finder supplied comments, expressing 
disappointment in the valuation. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the dress hook. 
It understood the finder’s points, and agreed that the dress-hook from Penzance was more similar 
to the examples provided by the finder than to those provided by the provisional valuer. It pointed 
out however that the finder’s examples were for finds reported more than 10 years ago, and since 
that time the proliferation of these artefacts on the market has reduced their appeal and their value. 
The provisional valuer was acknowledged as being someone who sells artefacts of this type on a 
regular basis, so was felt to be knowledgeable of the current demand for Post-Medieval dress-
hooks. Nonetheless the Committee felt that a small increase in the suggested value was necessary, 
and it recommended £80. Penlee Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
 



48. 2016 T365 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pinhead from Wix, Essex (ESS-A014C8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-80. The Committee examined the pinhead in light of this and 
in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £75. Colchester & Ipswich Museum 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 
49. 13.05 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pin from Mitchel Troy, Monmouthshire         
Provisional valuer suggested £75. The Committee viewed the pin in light of this, taking account of 
its incomplete state. The provisional valuation was well-supported by recent sales of similar items, 
and in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £75. National Museum 
Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Abergavenny Museum. 
 
50. 2015 T856 Post-Medieval incomplete silver-gilt dress-hook Breage, Cornwall (CORN-

1EF551) 

The provisional valuer suggested £130. The Committee inspected the dress-hook in light of this, 
noticing that the hook was broken. The Committee was disappointed that the valuer had not cited 
any examples of earlier sales, though it is aware that similar items are sold (by Timeline Auctions, 
for instance). The Committee compared it with another object that it had valued at the same 
meeting (2016 T406; CORN-9D88EE from Penzance, Cornwall, valued at £80) and felt that the 
suggested value was slightly high. It recommended £110. Helston Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
51. 15.19 Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Grosmont, Monmouthshire 
The provisional valuer suggested £130. The Committee examined the dress-hook in light of this, 
noticing that the actual hook itself was missing and the artefact was incomplete. The Committee 
was disappointed that the valuer had not cited any examples of earlier sales, though it is aware that 
similar items are sold (by Timeline Auctions, for instance). The Committee felt that the suggested 
value was slightly high, especially compared with another dress-hook that it had valued at the same 
meeting (2015 T856; CORN-1EF551 from Breage, Cornwall, valued at £110). The Committee 
recommended £100. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Abergavenny 
Museum. 
 
52. 15.21 Post-Medieval silver-gilt ring from Carew, Pembrokeshire 

The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Committee viewed the ring in light of this, noting that 
the valuer’s parallels were useful in suggesting a figure. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £200. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Tenby 
Museum. 
 
53. 2015 T361 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Thatcham, West Berkshire (BERK-

AF2689) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 3rd August 
2016 and recommended £220. The finder challenged the recommended valuation, and provided 
examples of posy rings sold by Timeline Auctions. The Committee took account of the finder’s 
submission as it viewed the finger-ring again. It thanked the finder for his letter but pointed out that 
the ring in question was not a posy ring, with an attractive inscription about love, but rather a 
mourning ring for an unknown person, and that such rings do not have the same appeal to buyers 
as posy rings. The Committee also noted that the list provided by the finder was not representative 
of all such rings offered for sale by Timelines; for example in the sale of 1st December 2015, lot 
0720 sold for £223, including buyer’s premium, which is over and above the hammer price. 
Having considered the matter fully, the Committee confirmed a valuation of £220. West Berkshire 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
54. 2016 T53 Post-Medieval silver pendant from Minting, Lincolnshire (LANCUM-32DB27) 

The provisional valuer suggested £380. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this. It 
acknowledged that the valuer had indeed suggested the same value for an earlier pendant (2015 
T793) and that it had followed his suggestion in that case. The Committee also considered several 
examples seen for sale in the commercial market, including a slightly more appealing example 
auctioned by Timeline Auctions on 30th May 2014 (Lot 1104), with an estimate of £500-£800 
which did not sell. Having taken account of all of the above, in agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £380. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Item 3: COINS 

 



Iron Age coins 

 
55. 2015 T252 Iron age coins (2) from Linwood, Lincolnshire (LIN-67DD94) – 2nd viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £100-120. The Committee saw the coins at its meeting of 27th 
April 2016 and recommended £200. The landowner asked that the coins be returned to him as he 
did not agree with the valuation. The Committee considered the case again in light of this. It found 
nothing in the landowner’s submission to cause it to depart from its original recommendation, and 
pointed out to the landowner that as long as a public collection was interested in acquiring the 
coins and was agreeable to paying the recommended valuation, the coins would not be returned to 
him. The Committee confirmed a valuation of £200. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 
 
56. 2015 T916 Iron Age coin hoard (2) from Cublington, Buckinghamshire (BUC-C39D01) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-460. The finder provided comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the small 
hoard. It thanked the finder for his letter and pointed out that in the report for the Coroner, the 
‘Gallo-belgic gold stater’ was described incorrectly – as the valuer had noticed, this coin is not a 
full stater but, like the other coin, is also a quarter stater. This meant that the figures suggested by 
the provisional valuer were deemed to be accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £460. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Roman coins 

 
57. 2015 T520 Roman pierced silver coin from Huntingdon district area, Cambridgeshire 

(CAM-E8EFD7)  

The provisional valuer suggested £15. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £15. St Neots Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
58. 15.22 Roman coin hoard (21) from Llanarth, Monmouthshire           
The provisional valuer suggested £60-80. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and 
commented on their relatively poor condition. In agreement with the lower end of the valuer’s 
suggested range, the Committee recommended £60. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
59. 2015 T591 Roman coin hoard (449) from Freshwater, Isle of Wight (IOW-B1D013) 
The first provisional valuer suggested £450. The Committee had seen the hoard at its meeting of 
3rd August 2016 and requested a second valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested 
£3,200-3,600. The Committee examined the hoard again in light of this. It felt that the second 
valuation showed a more accurate appreciation of the value of the coins, especially for the rarer 
types. However the Committee felt that the second valuer had slightly over estimated the worth of 
the 206 coins from mints other than London, which he estimated at £5 each, and said that these 
would more likely achieve around £3 each. Therefore overall the Committee recommended £3,000 
for the whole hoard. Brading Roman Villa Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
60. 2015 T46 Roman coin hoard (6960) from Peover Superior, Cheshire (LVPL-E332C6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £45,000-50,000. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of 
this. It noted that the valuer used as a guide the 19 May 2016 sale of a hoard of Roman coins of 
similar type, from South Petherton, Somerset (coins which had been reported under the Treasure 
Act but disclaimed). The South Petherton Hoard sold for an average of £7 per coin, though the 
Committee broke this down further, and determined that the bulk of the hoard, consisting of very 
common coins, sold for £3 per coin. 
 
In comparison, the valuer suggested that the most common coins in the Peover hoard would be 
worth £5, as he deemed them to be in better condition than those from South Petherton. The 
Committee, which had seen and handled both sets of coins, took a different view, and felt that state 
of preservation of both sets of coins was much the same. However, before recommending a value, 
the Committee felt it prudent to seek a second independent provisional valuation. It asked the 
Secretariat to commission a valuation, and agreed to consider the case again when that was 
received. National Museums Liverpool hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Early Medieval coins 

 



61. 2014 T584 Early medieval coin brooch from Goodeaster, Essex (ESS-05217E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £105. The Committee examined the item in light of this and felt 
that the suggestion was broadly correct, but felt that a figure of £100 would be more accurate. It 
recommended £100. Chelmsford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
62. 2015 T355 Early Medieval gold tremissis from Birch area, Essex (ESS-60A261) 
The provisional valuer suggested £615. The Committee inspected the coin in light of this and 
commented that it was an attractive example. Its rarity and condition justified a value higher than 
that which had been suggested, and the Committee recommended £1,000. Colchester and Ipswich 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell Left the room] 

 
Item 4: NORFOLK FINDS 
 
63. 2016 T503 Bronze Age axehead fragment Sparham, Norfolk (NMS-8E5122) 
The provisional valuer suggested ‘No Commercial Value’. The Committee inspected the axehead 
fragment in light of this and felt it possessed a small market value. The Committee recommended 
£5. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
64. 2015 T863 Iron Age gold fragment from Forncett, Norfolk (NMS-7ACEC5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £170-190. The Committee examined the gold fragment in light of 
this, and felt that its distinctive appearance would attract some attention on the market. It 
recommended £220. The Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge hopes to acquire. 
 
65. 2015 T966 Medieval/Post-Medieval jewellery fragment from Wereham, Norfolk (NMS-

D7BDE1) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200-250. The Committee viewed the jewellery item in light of 
this. It found the appearance to be appealing and felt that it would attract attention on the market. It 
recommended £300. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell returned to the room] 
 
 
Any other business 

 
Jersey Hoard valuation – The Committee offered a preliminary valuation on the Iron Age Jersey 
Hoard at its meeting of 27 March 2013. Since then, the hoard has been disaggregated and a more 
complete understanding of its contents has been reached. Jersey Heritage have requested that the 
TVC carry out a final valuation on the hoard; the Committee read a letter to that effect from Olga 
Finch.  
 
The Committee felt that this should be possible, but in the first instance asked Jersey Heritage to 
provide a summary of the known contents of the hoard. It felt that it would probably be sufficient, 
in due course, to have a sample of the coins brought to London for inspection, but did not rule out 
the possibility of a sub-Committee of members travelling to Jersey to view the coins and artefacts 
in person. 
 
The Committee also requested that Jersey Heritage provide a statement to clarify their intended use 
of the valuation figure that might be provided by the Committee. It stated that it would not wish to 
provide a valuation if the hoard was likely to be sold on the market. 
 
Television Production- The Committee was told that the British Museum had been approached by 
a Television production company (Love Productions) which was considering making a programme 
about the Treasure process in Britain, and which stated its desire to potentially film the Committee 
during a meeting.  
 
The Committee was generally receptive to the request, and recognised that there could be benefits 
to making more people aware of the work of the Committee and of the Treasure Act in general. It 
would of course wish that the work of the Committee would be presented in a respectable way and 
that the show promoted a positive view of the Treasure system. It clarified that it did not feel that 



the commercial value of artefacts was the central or most important aspect of the system, and 
would not wish to take part in a programme that presented this view.  
 
The Committee said that it would be open to meeting with the producers in due course, should 
matters progress. 
 
 

 
Meeting dates in 2017 - The Committee confirmed that it intends to hold meetings on the 
following dates: 
 
Wednesday, 25th of January 
Wednesday, 22nd March 
Wednesday, 3rd of May 
Wednesday, 14 June 2017 
Wednesday, 2 August 2017 
Wednesday, 20 September 2017 
Wednesday, 1 November 2017 
Wednesday, 13 December 2017 
 
 
Meeting start times - The Committee also agreed to schedule meetings to start at 11:15, rather 
than 11:00, in order to allow members enough time to review artefacts and coins prior to the start.  
 
 
  



 
 
Provisional valuations: 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 




