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Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 21
st
 September 2016 

 

The meeting was held in the East Residence Seminar Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 
21

st
 September 2016 at 11:00am.  

 
 

Present 

 
Committee   British Museum  Apologies 
Hetty Gleave (Chair)  Mafalda Raposo   Marian Campbell 
Harry Bain   Ian Richardson   Tim Pestell 
Roger Bland   Claudia Stedmond  Colin Renfrew   
Jim Brown       Carla Piper (DCMS) 
Chris Martin 
 

 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 3

rd
 August 2016 

 
The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 

Item 2: OBJECTS 
 
Bronze Age 

 
1. 2015 T663 Bronze Age copper-alloy axe hoard (fragments) from Orcop, Herefordshire 

(GLO-2AFBCD) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40-50. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and 
took account of the fragmentary nature of most of the pieces. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £45. Hereford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
2. 2016 T279 Bronze Age gold ribbon from Shalfleet, Isle of Wight (IOW-2E1F7E) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100 – 110. The Committee inspected the ribbon strip in light of 
this and commented on its small size, whilst noting the appeal of the decoration. In agreement with 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £100. The Isle of Wight Heritage Service 
hopes to acquire. 
 
3. 14.24 Bronze Age copper-alloy hoard from Trevethin, Torfaen 
The provisional valuer suggested £110-155. The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this. It 
took account of the fragmentary nature of the majority of the pieces but noted they were substantial 
in size and felt that they were more interesting than the provisional valuer had suggested, 
particularly the lunate-opening spearhead. The Committee recommended £200. The National 
Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Pontypool Museum. 
 
4. 14.25 Bronze Age copper-alloy hoard from Llanover, Monmouthshire 
The provisional valuer suggested £550-600. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and 
felt that the valuer’s report was well-reasoned and that he had adequately appreciated the appeal of 
the axes. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £550. National 
Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
5. 15.03 Bronze Age copper-alloy hoard from Wenvoe, Vale of Glamorgan  
The provisional valuer suggested £750-825. The Museum and the Finder supplied comments on 
the provisional valuation. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the hoard. The 
Committee understood that the Finder had become attached to the items but pointed out that they 
had been declared Treasure by the Coroner and ownership of them automatically vested in the 
Crown and it was not possible to return them as long as a museum wished to acquire them. 
 
The Committee felt that the provisional valuer had accurately assessed the appeal of the pieces. It 
observed, contrary to the Finder, that the parallels supplied by the valuer appeared in better 
condition than the subject items but felt that the early date of the Wenvoe items contributed to their 



appeal. The Committee also observed that the parallels supplied by the Finder referenced prices 
that were inclusive of buyer’s premium, which is considered over and above the market value. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £825. The National Museum 
Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Roman 
 
6. 2015 T191 Roman silver finger-ring from Lancaster area, Lancashire (LANCUM-85837F) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-85. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this 
and although it noted the ring was missing its hoop and not wearable, the gemstone was felt to be 
appealing. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £85. Lancaster 
City Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
7. 2015 T519 Roman silver finger-ring from Ivinghoe area, Buckinghamshire (CAM-72C14B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-110. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 
this, noting its completeness but lack of setting. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £100. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
8. 2015 T796 Roman silver finger-ring from Cawby, North Lincolnshire (NLM-74D2F2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-180. The Committee viewed the finder-ring in light of this. 
It noted the comment in the report for the Coroner that the ring appeared to have been heavily 
cleaned, and the Committee pointed out that this had not enhanced its appeal in any way and could 
have reduced it, so cautioned against it in the future.  The ring was felt to possess a reasonably 
attractive gemstone and was wearable, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £180. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
9. 2015 T158 Roman gold finger-ring from Stockford area, Lincolnshire (DUR-4415A1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £450. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and 
felt that the valuation was well-supported. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £450. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
10. 2015 T425 Roman silver bird brooch from Shalfleet, Isle of Wight (IOW-467831) 

The provisional valuer suggested £420-480. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this. It 
felt that the missing pin and the damage to the inlay were more detrimental to the item’s appeal 
than the valuer suggested. It also noted that the parallels supplied by the valuer were not very 
useful in indicating a price for this brooch. The small size of the brooch was also felt to be a factor 
limiting its commercial attraction. The Committee recommended £300. Brading Roman Villa hope 
to acquire. 
 
 
Early Medieval 
 
11. 2015 T119 Early Medieval silver ingot fragment from Brampton, Lincolnshire (SWYOR-

1D1D74) 
The provisional valuer suggested £5-10. The Committee examined the ingot in light of this. It had 
in the past valued many similar ingots and sought to recommend values consistent for the size and 
weight of each. The size of the Brampton ingot justified the higher figure suggested by the 
provisional valuer, and in agreement with him, the Committee recommended £10. The Collection, 
Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 
 
12. 2015 T748 Early Medieval silver hoard (2 pieces) from Rampside, Cumbria (LANCUM-

26ECE2) 
The provisional valuer suggested £25-35. The Committee examined the pieces in light of this. It 
had in the past valued many similar pieces of hacksilver and ingots and sought to recommend 
values consistent for the size and weight of each. The size of the Rampside pieces justified the 
lower figure suggested by the provisional valuer, and in agreement with him, the Committee 
recommended £25. The Dock Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
13. 2014 T431 Early Medieval silver dress fastener from Winslade, Hampshire (BERK-

84DCB9) 



The provisional valuer suggested £20-30. The Committee examined the dress fastener in light of 
this and noted that it was only a small fragment of the original which significantly limited its 
appeal. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £20. Hampshire Cultural Trust 
hopes to acquire. 
 
14. 2016 T10 Early Medieval silver buckle tongue from Crowle, North Lincolnshire (NLM-

B92843) 

The provisional valuer suggested £35-45. The Finder submitted comments, and the Committee 
took account of these as it viewed the buckle tongue. The Committee thanked the Finder for his 
letter, but having seen the object in person, it felt that the price suggested by the valuer was too 
high, and that it would not achieve more than £25 on the open market. Therefore the Committee 
recommended £25. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
15. 2015 T521 Early Medieval silver hinge from Arreton, Isle of Wight (IOW-B5D8E2) 
The provisional valuer suggested £70-80. The Committee examined the hinge in light of this and 
felt that the suggestion was too high – given, as the valuer herself explained – it possessed more 
historic than commercial value. The Committee recommended £40. Isle of Wight Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 
16. 14.32 Early Medieval silver ingot from Trelawnyd & Gwaenysgar, Flintshire  

The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Committee examined the ingot in light of this. It had 
in the past valued many similar ingots and sought to recommend values consistent for the size and 
weight of each. The size of the Trelawnyd & Gwaenysgar ingot did not quite justify the figure 
suggested by the valuer, and the Committee recommended £160. The National Museum Wales 
hopes to acquire on behalf of Flintshire Museum. 
 
17. 14.19 Early Medieval gold brooch inlay from Llanarmon-yn-Iâl, Denbighshire 
The provisional valuer suggested £300-330. The Committee viewed the object in light of this and 
noted its small size and the fact it was damaged, which limited its appeal on the market. The 
Committee felt that the valuer had slightly overestimated the attraction of the piece, and 
recommended £250. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
18. 2015 T581 Early Medieval silver-gilt brooch fragment from Penkridge, Staffordshire 

(WMID-46955C) 
The provisional valuer suggested £450-500. The Committee examined the brooch fragment in light 
of this. It noted that the valuer argued that ‘Far more (twice, three times or more) will be paid for 
silver as for bronze artefacts’ and commented that this rationale did not apply in this instance, since 
the subject piece was not a complete artefact but rather a small fragment of one. Therefore the 
Committee felt that it could only recommend a figure slightly higher than the gilt-bronze mount 
cited by the valuer. The Committee recommended £150. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery 
hopes to acquire. 
 
19. 2015 T525 Early Medieval silver-gilt sword pyramid mount from Kingston Deverill, 

Wiltshire (WILT-5EF569) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £800-1000. The Committee saw the sword pyramid mount at 
its meeting of 3rd August 2016 and asked for a second provisional valuation. The second 
provisional valuer suggested £450. The Committee took this into account as it viewed the item 
again. It noted that it had previously commented on what it felt to be the unhelpful inclusion of 
several parallels by the first valuer, and that these had led to a suggested value that was too high. 
The Committee pointed to another silver sword pyramid mount that it had valued previously, from 
Weston Colville, Cambridgeshire (2007 T188; CAMHER-9583E3; £475) and observed that the 
second valuation was very close to this. It also commented that in the intervening years the market 
for these items had changed, as more had been discovered and reported. In agreement with the 
second provisional valuation, the Committee recommended £450. Salisbury Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
20. 2016 T33 Early Medieval silver-gilt mount from Kexby, York (DUR-4EE08C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600-660. The Finder supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt to be too low. The Committee took this into account as it viewed the 
mount. It thanked the Finder for his submission, noting that he had cleaned the item, which it 
cautioned against in the future as it may cause unintended damage, which could actually lower the 
value of a piece. This mount was observed to display fine niello craftsmanship but the Committee 



felt this had been adequately appreciated by the valuer, and that her suggestion was accurate and 
well-supported. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £600. 
York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 
The Committee also noted the Finder’s comments about getting his own expert valuation and 
commented that he was welcome to commission a valuer to attend the British Museum on his 
behalf to view the piece, if he wished. 
 
21. 2015 T609 Early Medieval gold and red stone pendant from Carthorpe, North Yorkshire 

(SWYOR-70F9A6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £900-1,000. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this 
and noted that it was a large stone and an attractive piece. The comparisons supplied by the valuer 
were felt to be slightly more appealing, and therefore the Committee recommended £750. York 
Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
22. 2015 T33 Early Medieval gold aestel from Drinkstone, Suffolk (SF-3ABEB9) – 2

nd
 

viewing 
The first provisional valuer suggested £40,000-45,000; the second provisional valuer suggested 
£11,500. The Committee saw the aestel at its meeting of 15th June 2016 and requested a third 
valuation.  The third provisional valuer suggested £25,000-27,500.  The Committee took all of 
these into account as it examined the aestel again.  It was felt to be very attractive and in fairly 
good condition. The Committee noted that all of the valuers, as well as the report for the Coroner, 
listed other Early Medieval aestels which ranged greatly in their appeal, and subsequently the 
amount of money they had sold for or been acquired for. The Committee took the view that the 
third valuer presented the most persuasive argument on the market appeal of the Drinkstone aestel, 
appropriately accounting for factors such as provenance, decoration, and the current market for 
such artefacts. In agreement with the third valuer, the Committee recommended £27,500. Bury St 
Edmunds Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Medieval 

 
23. 2014 T436 Medieval silver artefact from Huxley, Cheshire (LVPL-AC1567) 
The provisional valuer suggested that the piece had no commercial value. The Committee 
examined the artefact in light of this and felt that its size and age justified a minimum value, and 
recommended £10. The Grosvenor Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
24. 13.04 Medieval silver brooch pin from St Donats, Vale of Glamorgan 
The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee viewed the pin in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £10. National Museum Wales hopes to 
acquire. 
 
25. 14.20 Medieval silver annular brooch from Hanmer, Wrexham 
The provisional valuer suggested £40-50. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and 
found the design of the pin to be rare and interesting. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 
recommended £50. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Wrexham Museum. 
 
26. 2015 T390 Medieval silver finger-ring from Stonesfield, Oxfordshire (BERK-700B4B) 
The provisional valuer suggested £90-100. The Museum (Oxfordshire Museums Service) withdrew 
from acquisition and the item will be returned to the finder/landowner. 
 
27. 15.08 Medieval silver finger-ring from Lamphey, Pembrokeshire  

The provisional valuer suggested £180-200. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 
and commented that its design and workmanship were more appealing than the valuer had 
suggested, and that the parallels provided were inferior.  The inscription would, it was felt, appeal 
to collectors. The Committee recommended £275. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on 
behalf of Tenby Museum. 
 
28. 13.12 Medieval gold finger-ring from Holt, Wrexham – 3

rd
 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-280. The Committee last considered this case at its meeting 
of 3rd August 2016 where it requested further information about the circumstances of the find, as a 
determination needed to be made as to whether the finder was eligible for a reward. The 
Committee had previously received statements from the Museum and the Finder, and it now 



considered a further submission from the Finder as well as a summary of the event from the Holt 
Local History Society website and from their representative  
 
The Committee took all of this into consideration, however, it felt that in order to better understand 
the context of the discovery, it required further information from the Holt Local History Society 
about the depth of the test pits that were dug in participants gardens. Additionally, it was noted that 
there had not been a response from the landowner as to his understanding of the circumstances of 
discovery. Therefore a decision was deferred to allow the Secretariat to request this information 
from these sources. The Committee specifically wished to know from the Landowner a.) when the 
finder asked for permission to dig privately and b.) whether either of them had made the 
archaeologist aware of this. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Wrexham 
Museum. 
 
NB: The Committee generally observed that whatever the precise limit of the organised 
excavation, it was only by virtue of his participation in the excavation that the finder was in a 
position to continue searching the site and to make the discovery. It was felt that it would be 
contrary to the spirit of the Code of Practice to recommend a reward for him in such circumstances, 
but this will be reconsidered at a subsequent meeting. 
 
As to the value of the ring, the Committee felt that it was wearable and presentable. It took into 
account the finder’s cited parallel but was of the view that the ring would be worth about £300. 
This will be confirmed at a subsequent meeting.  
 
29. 2016 T197 Medieval silver-gilt annular brooch from Scartho, North East Lincolnshire 

(LIN-6E9CAE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 
though it felt the piece to be attractive, commented that a slightly lower value was appropriate due 
to its small size. The Committee recommended £350. North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
30. 14.03 Medieval silver finger-ring from Bronington, Wrexham 

The provisional valuer suggested £600-700. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 
this and observed that it was of good size and weight, and contained an attractive inscription. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £600. National Museum 
Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
 
31. 2013 T709 Medieval gold pendant from Newport Pagnell, Buckinghamshire 

Provisional valuer suggested £1,800-2,000. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low, as well as on the circumstances of the find. The landowner 
and occupier supplied comments regarding the lack of permission to detect on their land. 
 
The Committee took all of this into account as it viewed the reliquary pendant. The Committee was 
aware of the parallel from Tamworth, Staffordshire (2013 T750; WMID-115B76) suggested by the 
Finder, having valued it at £2,500 at a previous meeting. It observed that although the Staffordshire 
pendant was indeed smaller, it had more attractive decoration and was not distorted as much as the 
Newport Pagnell piece, and the Committee felt they were of equal appeal. Noting that this was 
£500 more than the price suggested by the valuer, the Committee felt that £2,500 was a fair and 
accurate valuation. 
 
It deferred making a recommendation, however, due to the circumstances surrounding the 
discovery of the pendant. It was observed that the Finder has made the discovery whilst on a dig 
organised by the club Digging Up the Past. Both the landowner and tenant claimed that the club 
had not secured proper permission for the dig, and that the ‘Metal Detecting Agreement Form’ 
provided by the Finder was signed by the tenant’s brother, who was coerced into doing so by the 
club, and who did not have the authority to make such an agreement. The Coroner’s Record of 
Treasure Inquest also stated that the ‘Finder did not have relevant lawful permissions to be on the 
land’. 
 
The Committee felt that it would be useful to have further information before making a 
recommendation on a reward, and asked the Secretariat to: 

 request from the Coroner a transcript of the inquest 



 request from the Coroner a copy of the letter submitted by  as part of 
the inquest. 

 request from the club Digging Up the Past confirmation that the Finder was a paid up 
participant in their event of 13th October 2013. 

 
 
The Committee agreed to consider the case again once that information is received, and to refer to 
paragraph 74 of the Treasure Act Code of Practice to determine whether, and to what degree, the 
Finder should be rewarded for the discovery. 
 
32. 14.23 Medieval gold finger-ring from Bronington, Wrexham 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,000-2,500. The Committee examined the ring in light of this 
and observed that the ring was silver-gilt, and not gold, and therefore asked for it to be revalued by 
the same valuer with this information in mind. The Committee agreed to reconsider the case once 
this was done. The National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Wrexham Museum. 
 
33. 2015 T700 Medieval gold annular brooch from Benefield, Northamptonshire (CAM-

69867A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,600-2,860. The Finder and Landowner supplied comments, 
and the Committee took account of these as it viewed the brooch. The Committee appreciated the 
appeal of the decoration on one side of the brooch, and the inscription on the other. It had 
previously valued several gold medieval brooches and felt that the valuer’s suggested range was in 
accordance with these. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 
£2,700. Oundle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
34. 2013 T466 Medieval gold pendant from Horncastle area, Lincolnshire (DENO-65C775) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5,500-6,000. The Committee examined the item in light of this 
and commented that it was attractive and unusual and that the research performed by the 
provisional valuer gave an indication of its appeal to collectors interested in material from the 15th 
century. In agreement with the higher figure suggested by the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £6,000. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 
 
35. 14.01 Medieval gold (2) and silver (11) coins and Medieval gold finger-ring from 

Bronington, Wrexham (NMGW-0BE038) – 3
rd

 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £5,006 for the coins and £6,000 for the ring; the second 
provisional valuer suggested £30,000 for the ring. The Museum and Finder had supplied comments 
on these, particular in respect of the ring. The Committee considered the case at its meeting of 18th 
January 2016 and deferred making a recommendation to allow the Museum to supply private 
valuation for the ring. The private valuation provided by the Museum (by  
suggested £8,250 for the ring. 
 
The Committee considered the case again in light of this, and examined all of the information. It 
observed that the valuation for the coins was carefully carried out and  well-supported by recent 
sales, and the Committee agreed with the suggested figure of £5,006. With respect to the ring, the 
Committee felt that the second valuation had been much too high, and that the third valuation was 
more reasoned. The Committee felt the Bronington ring was slightly more appealing than the 
second parallel suggested by Mr  and that the market was strong for rings of this type. It 
therefore recommended £9,000 for the ring.  
 
In total, the Committee recommended £14,006. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire on 
behalf of Wrexham Museum. 
 
36. 2014 T855 Medieval gold finger rings (2) from Rampisham, Dorset (DOR-46EFBD) -2

nd
 

viewing 
The first provisional valuer suggested £19,800. The Committee saw the rings at its meeting of 27th 
April 2016 and requested a second provisional valuation; the second provisional valuer suggested 
£4,500-9,000. The Finder has supplied a private valuation from Duke’s Auctioneers for £15,000-
25,000 for one ring and £2,000-4,000 for the other, as well as additional comments. 
 
The Committee considered all of this information as it viewed the two rings. The smaller of the 
two was observed to be a good example of its type, wearable and appealing, and the Committee 



recommended £2,000 for it. The second ring, which was larger and more intricate, was felt to be a 
beautiful piece, remarkably only slightly damaged, and one which would command a lot of interest 
among collectors. The Committee observed that decorative medieval gold rings were performing 
well on the market. Although the Duke’s valuation was not in itself supported by any arguments, 
and based only on photographs, the fact that it came from a recognised authority carried some 
weight and it coincided with the Committee’s view on the likely value of the larger ring. The 
Committee recommended £20,000 for this ring. 
 
In total, the Committee recommended £22,000 for this case. Dorset County Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval artefacts 

 
37. 15.13 Post-Medieval silver bodkin from St Donats, Vale of Glamorgan 
The provisional valuer suggested £10 for the bodkin. The Committee examined the item in light of 
this and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £10. National Museum Wales 
hopes to acquire. 
 
38. 2015 T659 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pin from Alkborough, North Lincolnshire (NLM-

BE8DFB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee viewed the pin in light of this, noting that it 
was missing its shaft and suffered from other damage. Taking this into consideration, the 
Committee felt the suggested price was too high, and recommended £20. North Lincolnshire 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
39.2015 T96 Post-Medieval silver cufflink element from Titchmarsh area, Northamptonshire 

(CAM-8A78F2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee inspected the cufflink element in light of 
this and noted that it was an attractive example of its type, with a clear, distinct motif. However the 
suggested value was felt to be slightly high for a damaged piece, and recommended £50. Oundle 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
40. 14.28 Post-Medieval silver seal-matrix from Cwm, Denbighshire 
The provisional valuer suggested £100-120. The Committee viewed the seal-matrix in light of this 
and commented that the valuer had taken accurate account of its appeal and condition. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £120. National Museum 
Wales hopes to acquire on behalf of Denbighshire Museum.  
 
41. 2015 T732 Post-Medieval silver seal-matrix from Sweetenham, Cheshire East (LVPL-

505BF7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-120. The Committee examined the seal-matrix in light of 
this and observed that it was substantial in size, with an attractively decorated handle and 
interesting seal. It noted the number of parallels suggested by the valuer and felt that a higher 
figure for this piece was not unjustified; the Committee recommended £180. Congleton Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
42. 2015 T964 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pin from Calbourne, Isle of Wight (IOW-60044A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150. The Committee inspected the pin in light of this and noted 
that it was almost complete, with just the tip missing from the shaft. It was commented that the 
designed was unusual and in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 
£150. Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 
 
43. 2015 T618 Post-Medieval silver-gilt pin from Buriton, Hampshire (HAMP-01315C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150. The Committee examined the pin in light of this. As a 
complete example of a fairly common type, the Committee felt that the valuer had adequately 
accounted for its appeal on the market. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £150. Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
44. 2015 T772 Post-Medieval silver pendant from Barwick in Elmet, Leeds (SWYOR-

4BFBAD) 



The provisional valuer suggested £220-250. The Committee viewed the pendant in light of this, 
observing the slight damage to it. The comparisons provided were felt to be useful guides, and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £250. Leeds Museum hopes 
to acquire. 
 

 

45. 15.11 Post-Medieval silver finger-ring from St Nicholas & Bonvilston, Vale of Glamorgan 

The provisional valuer suggested £700. The Finder supplied comments, suggesting a value of 
£800. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the finger-ring. It observed that the valuer’s 
parallel, from a Timeline sale of 30th August 2016, did not actually sell at auction. Nonetheless an 
inscribed silver ring of this type (as opposed to the more common examples in gold) was felt to be 
interesting for its relative rarity, and the fact that it was well-crafted justified the figure suggested 
by the valuer, though not the higher figure hoped for by the finder. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £700. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
46. 2014 T294 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Mordon, Durham (DUR-0883E3) – 4

th
 

viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £200-300. The Finder had submitted comments and 
valuations from Les Enluminaires and Wartski. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 20th 
May 2015 and requested a second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested 
£500. The Finder submitted further comments on the second provisional valuation, and the 
Committee saw the ring again at its meeting of 15th October 2015, recommending £500. The 
Finder challenged this valuation, and the Committee considered the matter again at its meeting of 
18th January 2016, where it recommended £1,000. The Finder challenged this valuation, and 
submitted further comments. 
 
The Committee took all of this into consideration as it viewed the ring again. It noted that there had 
been no new information provided by the Finder and felt that its previous recommendation had 
adequately accounted for the range of suggested values in this case. The Committee confirmed a 
valuation of £1,000, and observed that the Finder may wish to make a representation to the 
Secretary of State in this case. Auckland Castle Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
Item 3: COINS 

 
Roman coins 

 

47. 2013 T779 Roman coin hoard (336) and pot from Chalvington with Ripe, East Sussex 

(SUSS-C9B421) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and 
agreed with the valuer’s view that the coins were mostly worth about £1 each. However, allowing 
for the presence of the pottery and the interest that the complete hoard would generate, the overall 
figure was felt to be justified. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £400. Lewes Castle Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
48. 2015 T194 Roman coin hoard (#5 only) from Pamphill, Dorset (DOR-1B3ECD) 
The provisional valuer suggested £2,500-3,000 (coin #5 only). The Committee took account of this 
as it viewed the coin. It noted that it had previously recommended a figure of £3,800 for all of the 
coins in the hoard, but that the local museum had withdrawn interest and the British Museum only 
wished to acquire coin #5 from the catalogue. Therefore it considered the evidence again, including 
the finder’s earlier submission. As noted in the minutes of the last meeting, the Committee had 
observed that while coin #5, a miliarense of Theodosius, was rarer than the other miliarense in the 
group, being an unpublished variety, that in itself was not significant enough to warrant the figure 
of £3,000-4,000 suggested by the Finder’s valuer. Therefore, in agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £2,500. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 

Early Medieval coins 

 
49. 2014 T703 Early Medieval silver sceatta from Alton, Hampshire (HAMP-6895C5) 

The provisional valuer suggested £55. The Committee viewed the coin in light of this and 
commented that although it was a common coin, it was a nice example, and would be worth 



slightly more than suggested by the valuer.  The Committee recommended £80. Hampshire 
Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
50. 2015 T759 Early Medieval hoard of coins and objects from Watlington, Oxfordshire 

(SUR-4A4231) 

The Committee had seen the hoard at a special meeting of 19th May 2016. It learned that a hoard 
containing coins of the same rare and valuable types present in the Watlington Hoard had been 
discovered prior to the Watlington find, at a site in Herefordshire. Owing to the fact that not all of 
the Herefordshire Hoard had been properly reported, it was subject to a police investigation and 
news of its discovery had only recently entered the public domain. Nonetheless, since the 
Committee is tasked by the Treasure Act Code of Practice to recommend a value for a find ‘as at 
the time of finding’, the Committee felt that it was important to consider whether the known 
existence of the coins from the Herefordshire Hoard had any impact on the proposed market value 
of the Watlington Hoard. Therefore it asked the valuers in the Watlington Hoard case to make 
explicit reference to this in their provisional valuations, which they had now done. The Finder and 
Landowner also supplied comments for the Committee’s consideration.  
 
The first provisional valuer suggested £1,238,855 (coins and objects, updated); the second 
provisional valuer suggested £800,000-1,000,000 (coins only, updated); the third provisional 
valuer suggested £4,130 (objects only). 
 
The Committee read and took account of the provisional valuations and the submission of the 
Finder and Landowner. It found it helpful that the first valuer had given individual values for the 
coins so that it could better appreciate how the total sum was arrived at. In the course of doing this, 
the Committee observed that the two coins with the highest suggested values were of the two-
emperors Type, #12 in the catalogue (£50,000 according to the first valuer) and #3 in the catalogue 
(£45,000).  It was felt that coins of this rarity and condition could actually achieve much more than 
this, if marketed and sold in the appropriate way, in an auction which would either lead with the 
best examples or build up them, as would be the case if a hoard like these were sold. The other 
two-emperor coins in the hoard would also command a high level of interest, as would many of the 
cross and lozenge type, given the evidence of recent sales of cross and lozenge coins, as cited by 
both valuers and researched by the Committee. It was felt that even accounting for the presence of 
five two-emperors in the Herefordshire Hoard there would still be a great demand for the 
Watlington coins of this type, above and beyond that suggested by the first valuer (and the implied 
values attributed by the second valuer).  
 
The Finder and Landowner raised a point about the provenance of the Watlington Hoard, and the 
Committee agreed that its secure provenance would be a contributing factor in the appeal of all of 
the coins and artefacts in the hoard, when compared to coins from an unknown provenance.  
 
The first valuer in particular provided a useful discussion on the effect of the Herefordshire 
discovery on the Watlington coins in terms of their slightly reduced rarity, and the Committee 
acknowledged that the existence of more coins of the incredibly rare two-emperors type and quite 
rare cross and lozenge type would impact on the value of the Watlington coins. However the 
Committee made it clear that it did not factor into its decision the points raised by the first valuer 
around the impact of ‘Brexit’ and its effect on consumer spending, not least because this happened 
after the discovery of the Watlington Hoard.  
 
The Committee factored in not only the relative rarity of each type of coin in the hoard and its 
condition, but also the appeal of the designs and portraiture and the different moneyers, and the 
potential for enhancement, factors listed by the second provisional valuer. The Committee was of 
the view that both valuers had underappreciated the potential of the finest coins in the hoard, while 
they were more accurate with the bulk of the coins. As for the artefacts, the Committee felt they 
were substantial and that their association with the coins contributed to their appeal, and felt that 
the first valuer had correctly assessed their worth.  
 
Overall the Committee recommended a figure of £1,350,000. It was noted that this was just below 
the original suggestion by the first valuer, which was felt to be appropriate once the knowledge of 
the contents of the Herefordshire Hoard was taken into account. The Ashmolean Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
 



Medieval coins 

 
51. 2016 T169 Medieval silver coin hoard (7) from Brokenborough, Wiltshire (GLO-186959) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, suggested £50. Wiltshire Heritage Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
52. 15.23 Medieval silver coins (5) from Rossett, Wrexham 
The provisional valuer suggested £83. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this, checking 
the value of each coin according to its condition. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £83. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
53. 2015 T825 Medieval gold coins (3) from Upton Grey, Hampshire (HAMP-6226E8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4,020. Two of the finders submitted comments on the 
provisional valuation regarding the coin attributed to them. The Committee took all of this into 
account as it viewed the coins. It felt that the suggested values were slightly optimistic, and 
recommended the following values for each coin: 
Coin 1 – half noble - £600 
Coin 2 – noble - £1500 
Coin 3 – noble - £1500 
 
It pointed out that the coins were valued in their ‘as found’ condition, as required by the Treasure 
Act Coe of Practice, but that the values did account for the potential of improved appeal if the 
coins were straightened, offset against the risk of that procedure and its expense.  
 
The total recommendation was £3,600. Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
54. 2015 T11 Medieval/Post-Medieval silver coin hoard (128) from Warkworth, 

Northumberland (DUR-B9FA68) 
The provisional valuer suggested £11,447. The Committee examined the coin hoard in light of this 
and was surprised at the suggested individual values for most of the more common coins. It felt 
that it required a second valuation before making a recommendation, and asked the Secretariat to 
commission one. The case will be reconsidered when that is received. The Society of Antiquaries 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne hopes to acquire. 
 
 

Post-Medieval coins 

 

55. 2015 T702 Post-Medieval coin hoard from Rugeley, Staffordshire (WMID-937C13) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,322. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light of this, 
and went through each coin individually, since they were found by different people. Overall, the 
Committee felt that the hoard had been slightly overvalued, and recommended a small reduction in 
the suggested value for coins # 1- 9 in the catalogue, but was satisfied with the suggested values of 
the other coins. This was broken down as follows: 
 

1. £9 
2. £38 
3. £144 
4. £22.50 
5. £81 
6. £135 
7. £76.50 
8. £3.50 
9. £85.50  
10. £600 

11. £15 
12. £4 
13. £10 
14. £5 
15. £5 
16. £4 
17. £3 
18. £2 
19. £2 
20. £3 
21. £3 

 
Total recommendation: £1,251  
Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 
 
56. 2014 T562 Post-Medieval gold (4) and silver (1) coins from Loggerheads, Staffordshire 

(WMID-E19714) – 3
rd

 viewing 



The provisional valuer suggested £3,500-4,000. The Committee saw the coins at its meeting of 9th 
March 2016 and recommended £3,750. One of the Finders challenged this and asked for an 
individual breakdown of the coins, and the Committee saw the coins again at its meeting of 27th 
April 2016 and requested a breakdown from the provisional valuer. This was supplied, and the 
Finder supplied further comments. 
 
The Committee took all of this into consideration as it viewed the coins again. It noted the Finder’s 
views on the 1679 guinea, but felt that the provisional valuation for this coin (£1,350) adequately 
accounted for this level of interest. It agreed with all of the suggested individual valuations for the 
coins, noting that they added up to £3,875 (not counting the halfpenny, which was not Treasure). 
The coins found by total £2,825 and that found by totals £1,050. Potteries 
Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 
Item 4: NORFOLK FINDS 

 

57. 2015 T371 Roman intaglio in gold setting from Billingsford, Norfolk (NMS-B6A4F4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £850-950. The Committee examined the artefact in light of this 
and commented that it was an attractive gemstone, especially as it featured an inscription. The 
parallels provided by the valuer were observed to be of finger-rings, which the Committee felt 
were difficult to compare to as they are wearable items of jewellery. The Committee felt that the 
suggested value was slightly high, and recommended £700 for the intaglio and its setting. Norwich 
Castle Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
58. 2015 T230 Early Medieval gold mount from Sculthorpe, Norfolk (BUC-925F98) – 2

nd
 

viewing 
The first provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,200. The Museum and Finder had supplied 
comments, and the Committee had seen the mount at its meeting of 3rd August 2016 and requested 
a second valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested £200. The Finder supplied further 
comments and a parallel.   
 
The Committee took all of this into consideration as it viewed the item again. It sympathised with 
the Finder’s disappointment at the discrepancy in the two provisional valuations. The Committee 
observed that the parallel provided by the Finder was of an artefact of a different type, which was 
mostly complete, and that it was being offered at a retail price which would be higher than the 
auction hammer price. The first provisional valuation was felt to be much too high given that it 
was, as described in the report for the coroner, ‘probably part of a larger composite object’ and that 
it was distorted. However the second valuation, while citing the workmanship of the piece, was felt 
to underappreciate its potential appeal on the market. Having regard to all of the above, the 
Committee recommended £500. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
59. 2014 T950 Early Medieval gold bracteate, bracteate fragment and silver brooch from 

Holt area, Norfolk (NMS-D18CC1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £8,750-9,300. The Committee viewed the items in light of this 
and was impressed by the size and presence of the bracteate. It noted that it had valued similar 
bracteates from the same site (2011 T657, NMS-8381A4, £7,000 and 2004 T297; £6,000) but felt 
that this piece was more attractive as it was less damaged, and that the market would respond well 
to this item. The Committee felt that the provisional valuation was well-argued and in agreement 
with the provisional valuer, recommended £9,250, which included the brooch and fragment. 
Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
ITEM 5: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Suggested dates for meetings in 2017: 
18 January 
15 March 
26 April 
14 June 
2 August 
20 September 
1 November 



13 December 



Provisional valuations: 

 
1.  

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 




