
MINUTES                                                                                                            

 
 

Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 3
rd

 August 2016 

 
The meeting was held in the East Residence Meeting Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 
3rd August 2016 at 11:00am.  
 
Present: 

Committee:   British Museum:  DCMS:  Apologies: 
Hetty Gleave (chair)  Farah Qureshi                  Carla Piper Colin Renfrew  
Harry Bain   Mafalda Raposo 
Roger Bland   Ian Richardson 
Jim Brown 
Marian Campbell 
Chris Martin 
Tim Pestell 
 
 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 15

th
 June 2016 

 
The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 

Item 2: Objects 
 
Bronze Age artefacts 

 

1. Bronze Age to Iron Age hoard from Arreton, Isle of Wight (2014 T474, IOW-2D6CBC) 

Provisional valuer suggested £360. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and felt that 
the suggested figure was accurate given the condition of the pieces. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £360. Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 

2. Bronze Age gold lunula fragment from Tarrant Rushton, Dorset (2015 T870, DOR-

2198F8) – 2
nd

 viewing  
The provisional valuer suggested £450. The Committee saw the lunula fragment at its meeting of 
27th April 2016, when it recommended £1,000. The museum has submitted a challenge to the 
recommended valuation. The finder supplied comments on the museum’s submission. The 
Committee read the submissions as it viewed the lunula fragment again. 
 
The Committee confirmed that the valuation of the piece would be ‘as at the time of finding’ and 
pointed out that at the time that this piece was found, the other, larger segment of the lunula had 
already been discovered. The Committee felt that its previous recommendation accounted for the 
interest in this previously missing piece regardless of whether the two items were reunited in the 
same place in the future; in other words, the Committee felt that the piece would be attractive to all 
buyers on the open market, and not simply the museum that had acquired the larger component. 
The Committee therefore did not depart from its previous figure, and recommended £1,000. Dorset 
County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Roman artefacts 

 

3. Roman silver ingot from Waltham St Lawrence (2016 T129, SUR-2FC455) 

The provisional valuer suggested £8-12. The Committee examined the ingot in light of this. It 
explained that it regularly values silver ingots and had sought to establish a consistency in the 
recommended valuations for these based on their weight and silver content. Most of the ingots seen 
by the Committee are Early Medieval in date and many of those are more distinctively Viking, 
which particularly appeal to collectors. The subject ingot was observed to be of substantial size and 
weight but the uncertainty over its dating prevented it from achieving a figure that might be 
recommended for a Viking ingot of similar size. Nonetheless the Committee felt that it possessed 
more appeal than the valuer had suggested, and it recommended £40. Windsor Museum hopes to 
acquire. 



 

Early Medieval artefacts 

 

4. Early Medieval hack silver from Brampton, Lincolnshire (2015 T278, SWYOR-910E82) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15. The Committee inspected the item in light of this. It 
explained that it often valued pieces of hacksilver and ingots of Early Medieval date and sought to 
establish a consistency in the recommended values for these pieces according to their weight and 
silver content. The very small size of this piece was felt to warrant a slight reduction in the figure 
recommended by the provisional valuer, and the Committee recommended £10. The Collection, 
Lincoln, hopes to acquire.   
 

5. Early Medieval hack gold fragment from Brampton, Lincolnshire (2015 T152, SWYOR-

DCD80F) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The Committee examined the fragment in light of this. It 
explained that it had previously valued gold fragments and ingots of Early Medieval date and that 
it sought to establish a consistency in the recommended values for these pieces according to their 
weight. The size of this piece was felt to warrant the lower figure suggested by the valuer, and in 
agreement with her, the Committee recommended £30. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire.   
 

6. Early Medieval silver strap-end from Boughton area, Buckinghamshire (2016 T149, BUC-

ECB33B) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80. The Committee examined the strap-end in light of this and 
felt that the suggested figure correctly accounted for the condition of the piece. In agreement with 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £80. Buckinghamshire County Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 

7. Early Medieval silver-gilt mount from Thetford area, Suffolk (2014 T610, SF-DBD4E8) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80. The Finder has submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee read the finder’s submission and took account of it as it viewed the 
mount.  
 
The Committee commented that the mount was pleasing and remarked on its similarity to the 
designs on button brooches of the period. It agreed that the provisional valuer’s suggested figure 
did not fully account for the appeal of the piece, but the Committee also pointed out that a 
premium in price was found in those rare Early Medieval depictions of human figures wearing 
horned helmets, which were more attractive to collectors. Nevertheless, the Committee was 
inclined to recommend a value higher than that suggested by the provisional valuer, but not in the 
region suggested by the finder. The Committee recommended £250. The British Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 

8. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from Leckhampstead, West Berkshire (2015 T213, 

BERK-A9F77D) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100-120. The Committee inspected the hooked tag in light of 
this and noted that it was small and did not feature decoration. The provisional valuer had provided 
a helpful group of similar items and the Committee noticed the remarkable similarity between the 
subject piece and the Anglo-Saxon ‘Discoid’ Hooked Tag referenced by the valuer and which 
remains unsold at the retail asking price of £70. Given that, as the valuer pointed out, the retail 
price is higher than an auction hammer priced, the Committee felt that an appropriate value for the 
Leckhampstead hooked tag would be just below this. It recommended £60. West Berkshire 
Museum hopes to acquire.    
 

9. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from Cote, Oxfordshire (2015 T518, BUC-0A7E39) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-150. The Committee viewed the piece in light of this. It 
was impressed with the size and decoration of the piece, and although the hooked tag was 
damaged, the Committee felt it could achieve the top end of the suggested range. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £150. Oxfordshire Museum Service 
hopes to acquire.    
 
10. Early Medieval silver fragments (12) from Flusco Pike, Cumbria (2015 T17, LANCUM-

E7CC69) 
The provisional valuer suggested £235. The Committee viewed the fragments in light of this. It 
noted that the items had some appeal because they were a further part of a larger (and much more 



attractive) hoard, now in the British Museum. However the Committee agreed with the valuer’s 
assessment that, on the market, the pieces would be looked upon as ‘odd bits of silver’. It felt that 
the fragments were not of great appeal to collectors and would struggle to find a buyer at the 
suggested price. The Committee recommended £150. The British Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

11. Early Medieval hooked tag from Kingston Deverill, Wiltshire (2014 T414, WILT-00B509) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200-250. The Committee examined the hooked tag in light of 
this. The valuer had helpfully provided a list of hooked tags that were sold at retail prices. In the 
Committee’s view, these indicated that the subject piece was likely to achieve a figure in the 
market slightly below that suggested by the valuer, who overestimated its appeal. The Committee 
recommended £175. Salisbury Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

12. Early Medieval silver strap-ends (4) from Husbands Bosworth, Leicestershire (2016 T98, 

LEIC-3119AD) 
The provisional valuer suggested £300. The Committee inspected the strap-ends in light of this and 
agreed that their condition would not allow for a figure above £75 each. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £300. Leicestershire Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

13. Early Medieval silver strap-end from Lew, Oxfordshire (2015 T913, BERK-475ED2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300. The Committee examined the strap-end in light of this and 
felt that the strap-end was of good size, featuring appealing decoration on one side. Accounting for 
the condition of the piece, the Committee felt a figure just below that suggested was correct. It 
recommended £275. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

14. Early Medieval silver and gold ingot from Norwell, Nottinghamshire (2014 T967, LIN-

152759) 

The provisional valuer suggested £650. The Committee inspected the ingot in light of this. The 
Committee regularly values Early Medieval ingots of silver and (to a lesser extent) gold and has 
sought to establish a consistency in its valuations based on weight and metal content. The 
suggested figure was felt to be accurate for this piece, given the intrinsic value of the gold in 
particular. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £650. Newark 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

15. Early Medieval silver-gilt mount from Kingston Deverill, Wiltshire (2015 T525, WILT-

5EF569) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-1000. The Committee examined the mount in light of this. 
It noted the absence of the stone or inlay at the apex of the triangle and the fact that it was not an 
unusual design. The Committee felt that several of the parallels provided by the valuer (such as the 
Beast’s Head Brooch Pin) were quite a departure from the item at hand and did not provide a 
useful indicator of its worth. The Committee felt that before it made a recommendation, it required 
a second provisional valuation, and asked the Secretariat to commission Peter Spencer. The piece 
will be reconsidered when that valuation is received. Salisbury Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

16. Early Medieval burial assemblage from Rollright, Oxfordshire (2015 T270, BERK-

5105C9) 
The provisional valuer suggested £2,060. The finder has submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he thought too low for one of the items (SF2). The Committee took account of 
this as it viewed the assemblage. It agreed with the finder that the suggested value for the disc-
shaped mount was too low, but felt that several of the other artefacts, including the hinges and the 
antler disc, had been overvalued. The Committee also agreed that the most appealing artefact in the 
collection was the patera. On balance the Committee felt that the valuer’s overall figure was 
slightly too optimistic, and it recommended £2,000. The Ashmolean Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
 

17. Early Medieval bed burial assemblage from Trumpington Meadows area, 

Cambridgeshire (2012 T52, CAM-A04EF7) 

The first provisional valuer suggested £80-90,000. The second provisional valuer suggested 
£73,820. The Committee examined the bed burial assemblage in light of these. Like both valuers, 
the Committee was impressed with the gold and garnet pectoral cross and agreed that it was an 
outstanding example. The vast majority of the value of the assemblage was felt to be in the cross 
and two a lesser extent the gold linked pins with garnet terminals. The remaining items were 
observed to possess little commercial appeal and were felt to add negligible financial value to the 



group, though they were of course of archaeological interest. The Committee noted, and was 
reassured to see, that the provisional valuations were reasonably close. Taking into account the 
supporting evidence provided by both valuers, and its own knowledge of the market, the 
Committee recommended £80,000. The Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge, 
hopes to acquire. 

Medieval artefacts 

 

18. Medieval silver finger-ring (incomplete) from Holt, East Dorset (2014 T749, DOR-

A2A46B) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this and 
observed that it was only a small portion of the original piece, and that it would have slightly less 
appeal on the market than the valuer allowed it. The Committee commented that the ring appeared 
to have been heavily cleaned and that this did not add to its appeal. The Committee recommended 
£30. Priests House Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

19. Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Mattersey, Nottinghamshire (2015 T233, SWYOR-

94EC9E) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this and 
felt that it was a collectible, wearable item that had been underappreciated. The Committee had 
previously valued a number of similar ‘AGLA’ pendants. Early examples, and those that were 
especially large or attractive had warranted much higher figures (see for example 2009 T470, 
YORYM-FF8193, from Boroughbridge, North Yorkshire, valued at £500) but as the pendants 
became more common, lower valuations reflected that (see for example 2013 T623, YORYM-
662485, from Kirton, North Lincolnshire, valued at £300). Taking this into consideration, the 
Committee recommended £300. Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

20. Medieval silver pin (incomplete) from Pangbourne, West Berkshire (2014 T652, BERK-

014624) 

The provisional valuer suggested £140. The Committee inspected the pin in light of this. It 
commented that the animal’s head was difficult to see and appreciate, and that the parallel 
suggested by the valuer was not similar enough to act as a useful guide to the price of this piece. 
As an incomplete item with obscure decoration the Committee felt that it would struggle to achieve 
the suggested figure, and recommended £100. West Berkshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

21. Medieval silver badge from Chapel St Leonard, Lincolnshire (2015 T360, LIN-B38761) 
The provisional valuer suggested £150. The Committee examined the badge in light of this and 
observed that it was a collectible piece, but damaged. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it 
recommended £150. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 
 
22. Late-Medieval to Early Post-Medieval silver finger-ring from Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk 

(2015 T203, SF-2FC8A9)  

The provisional valuer suggested £100-150. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 
and noted that it was a complete piece. Although the band was thin and the Committee questioned 
the long-term wearability of the ring, it was felt to have the appeal to justify the high end of the 
suggested range. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £150. 
Moyses Hall Museum hopes to acquire.    
 

23. Medieval silver fitting from Royston, Hertfordshire (2015 T38, BH-AABF26) 
The provisional valuer suggested £250. The Committee examined the fitting in light of this and 
considered whether its function might have been as a belt fitting or possibly a book clasp. In either 
case the lack of crispness in the rendering of the figurines and the damage to the piece were felt to 
justify a slightly lower figure than that suggested. The Committee recommended £200. Royston 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
24. Medieval gold finger-ring from Calbourne, Isle of Wight (2015 T940, IOW-5E7555) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1200. The Committee viewed the ring in light of this. It noted 
that the band was thin and severely distorted but, on the other hand, it was complete and the 
decoration on the shoulders was felt to be very impressive. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £1,200. The Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 
 

25. Medieval gold brooch from Chinnor, Oxfordshire (2015 T634, BERK-2E69DF) 



The provisional valuer suggested £1650. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and 
commented on its less common square shape, its completeness and the relative attractiveness of its 
inset stones. The Committee felt a slight uplift in the median figure suggested by the valuer was 
warranted, and recommended £1,700, which was still within his range. Oxfordshire Museum 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 

26. Medieval silver seal matrix from Willingdon and Jevington, East Sussex (2014 T453, 

SUSS-53E7FE) 
The provisional valuer suggested £3000. The Committee examined the seal matrix in light of this. 
It noted that the piece was in two parts but felt that this did not significantly deter from its 
attraction and would be viewed on the market as easily repairable. The mottling on the gemstone 
was felt to detract from the quality of the engraving, but this was accounted for in the suggested 
price. In agreement with the provisional valuer the Committee recommended £3,000. Eastbourne 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

27. Medieval gold pendant from Fulletby, Lincolnshire (2013 T466, DENO-65C775) 
This case was deferred until the next meeting, at the request of the finder. 
 

Post-Medieval artefacts 
 
28. Post-Medieval silver thimble from Shute, Devon (2014 T803, DOR-B73AC5)  

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt to be too low. The museum also supplied comments. The Committee took 
account of these as it viewed the thimble. In examining the item closely, the Committee was unsure 
whether its attribution to Charles I was correct and speculated that the subject might also be either 
Charles II or Henrietta Maria or Catharine of Braganza. It observed that the item was quite 
damaged, though acknowledged that a royal subject might attract more interest than had been 
allowed for by the provisional valuer. The Committee felt that it needed to undertake further 
research on the item before recommending a figure, and deferred its recommendation to the 
following meeting. The Royal Albert Memorial Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
29. Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Exton, Hampshire (2015 T589, HAMP-5E4DB8)  

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee examined the seal matrix in light of this and 
noted that the suspension loop was not present but that it was slightly heavier than the example 
cited by the provisional valuer. The Committee recommended £60. Hampshire Cultural Trust 
hopes to acquire.   
 
30. Post-Medieval silver buckle from Piddlehinton, Dorset (2015 T100, DOR-9E9364)  

The provisional valuer suggested £80. The Committee inspected the buckle in light of this. The 
item appeared to the Committee to have been cleaned and if that was the case the Committee 
cautioned against it. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £80. 
Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire.    
 
31. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from West Knighton, Dorset (2015 T743, DOR-

793701)  
The provisional valuer suggested £80. The Committee viewed the dress hook in light of this and 
felt that it was accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 
£80. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
32. Post-Medieval silver thimble from Stixwold and Woodhall, Lincolnshire (2014 T814, LIN-

09A589) – 3
rd

 viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £80. The Committee saw the thimble at its meetings of 27th April 
and 15th June 2016, where it recommended £225. The Finder challenged the recommended 
valuation. The Committee viewed the thimble again and thanked the Finder for his letter. It 
understood the Finder’s point, and noted that his private valuer said that his valuation accounted 
for the risk of repair to the piece. However the Committee’s view, based on its own research and 
expertise, was that if the piece was in the market it would not in its present state command a figure 
higher than that it had previously recommended. The Committee confirmed a recommendation of 
£225. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire.   
 



33. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Quernmore area, Lancashire (2015 T157, 

LANCUM-5CECF8)  

The provisional valuer suggested £100-120. The Committee examined the dress hook in light of 
this and felt that its incomplete state and indistinct portrait pointed to a figure at the low end of the 
suggested range. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £100. 
Lancaster City Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
34. Post-Medieval silver whistle (incomplete) from Horncastle area, Lincolnshire (2014 T196, 

DENO-C41762)  
Provisional valuer suggested £120. The Committee inspected the whistle in light of this and noted 
that it was not in good condition but that it was an interesting piece which would have been high-
status in its time. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £120. The Collection, 
Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 
 
35. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from ‘Bury St Edmunds area’, Suffolk (2015 T237, SF-

2F6881)  

The provisional valuer suggested £200-220. The Finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of these as it examined the 
finger-ring. The Committee thought that it was likely that the ring related to the Drury family, 
suggested by the Finder, though it pointed out that the ring was 17th Century in date and was not a 
mourning ring for any of the family members that died circa 1450. The fact that the ring was 
wearable and that it was connected with a family whose history and connection with the area could 
be traced back some time were felt to contribute to the ring’s appeal. The Committee 
recommended £300. Moyses Hall Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

36. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Tatcham, West Berkshire (2015 T361, BERK-

AF2689)  

The provisional valuer suggested £300. The finder supplied comments and a private valuation from 
at Duke’s Auctioneers. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the 

finger-ring. It observed that Mr Medhurst had based his valuation on photographs and that he had 
not seen the ring in person. Having held the ring and examined it closely, the Committee observed 
that it was thin and distorted. Additionally it noted that the inscription did not add to its appeal and 
that the ring would struggle to command interest on the market at the price suggested by the 
provisional valuer. The Committee recommended £220. West Berkshire Museum hopes to acquire.    
 

37. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Bury St Edmunds area, Suffolk (2015 T273, SF-

60FD53)  

The provisional valuer suggested £350. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this 
and noted its fragile condition. It noted that there a Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring with the 
same inscription was sold by Timeline Auctions on 2nd December 2011 (lot 0863) and achieved a 
price of £207, including buyer’s premium. Though not made of gold, this example was in much 
better condition than the Bury St Edmunds ring, and indicated that the provisional valuation was 
slightly high. The Committee recommended £300. Moyses Hall Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

38. Post-Medieval silver medal from Redbourn, Hertfordshire (2015 T793, BH-620E40)  

The provisional valuer suggested £380. The Committee examined the medal in light of this. It 
noted that the valuer’s report was well-supported by a recent auction precedent and that his 
rationale made sense. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 
£380. Redbourn Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
39. Post-Medieval silver vervel from Aldermaston, West Berkshire (2015 T342, BH-0FB1A8)-

2
nd

 viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £250-350. The Committee saw the vervel at its meeting of 
15th June 2016 and requested a second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer 
suggested £250-350. The Committee examined the vervel again. It also looked at the vervel 
alongside two others that were being considered at the same meeting (2015 T215, NARC-C41B23, 
£600; and 2016 T73, NMS-236202, £600) and considered their relative appeal. Compared to the 
others, this vervel was observed to be very thin and was broken The Committee felt that the second 
valuer in particular had provided a report that was well-supported with evidence from sales of other 
vervels in the market. It also noticed that both valuers had reached the same conclusion. In 
agreement with their suggestions, the Committee recommended £300. West Berkshire Museum 
hopes to acquire.   



 

40. Post-Medieval silver hawking vervel from Hallaton, Leicestershire (2015 T215, NARC-

C41B23) – 3
nd

 viewing 
The first provisional valuer suggested £550. The Committee saw the vervel at its meeting of 27th 
April 2016 and recommended £600. The Finder challenged this and the Committee viewed the 
vervel again at its meeting of 15th June 2016, where it requested a second provisional valuation. 
The second provisional valuer suggested £500-550. The finder supplied comments on this. 
 
The Committee took all of this into consideration as it examined the piece again. It was encouraged 
to see that the two valuers had independently arrived at the same conclusion. The Committee 
looked at the vervel alongside two others that were being considered at the same meeting (2015 
T342, BH-0FB1A8, £300; and 2016 T73, NMS-236202, £600). It felt that the Hallaton example, 
being larger, less damaged and more robust than 2015 T342, was of greater appeal. This had been 
recognised by the provisional valuers, though the Committee maintained that its appeal was 
slightly greater than the high end of the suggested range. The Committee recommended £600. 
Leicestershire Museums Service hopes to acquire.   
 

41. Late Medieval - Early Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Holt, Wrexham (13.12) – 2
nd

 

viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-280. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 15th June 
2016 but finder had requested that the case be deferred, so a recommendation was withheld. The 
finder and museum supplied comments on the case; the finder arguing that the finger-ring could be 
Roman in date and that it should therefore be valued more highly, and also arguing that he should 
be eligible for a reward. The museum defended the Late Medieval dating of the ring and pointed 
out that the find appeared to have come from an archaeological excavation and questioned the 
finder’s eligibility for a reward.  
 
The Committee considered the submissions and viewed the ring. It confirmed that there was no 
evidence to suggest that the ring was anything other than suggested in the report for the Coroner. 
 
The Committee noted that paragraph 81 of the Treasure Act Code of Practice states:  

Rewards will not be payable when the find is made by an archaeologist or anyone 
engaged on an archaeological excavation or investigation. In cases of uncertainty 
archaeologists are recommended to require any individuals for whom they are 
responsible, or to whom they have given, or for whom they have sought, permission to 
search, to sign a statement waiving their right to a reward. If there is doubt as to whether 
the finder was an archaeologist (or a person engaged on an archaeological excavation or 
investigation) the Treasure Valuation Committee shall decide. 

 
The Committee understood that for the purposes of receiving a reward for the find, the finder 
would not classify himself as an ‘archaeologist’ or someone ‘engaged on an archaeological 
excavation or investigation’, though it seemed clear that the item would not have been found had it 
not been for the fact that it was discovered in the course of an organised "excavation" by the local 
history society. In order to decide whether the Finder should be entitled for a reward therefore, the 
Committee  felt it required further information, specifically: 
 
- evidence from the  Landowner of his understanding of the nature of the arrangement with the 
Finder at the time of the discovery of the ring and any agreements with the Finder 
- further details from  the Holt Local History Society in relation to  information about the 
investigation it had undertaken, its aims and remit. 
- It also asked the museum to supply a copy of the Coroner’s Acknowledgement of Report of Find. 
 
When the above information is received, the Committee will consider the case again. Wrexham 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
42. Post-Medieval gold hat badge from Quernmore, Lancashire (2014 T380, LANCUM-

371FC5)  

The provisional valuer suggested £700-800. The Committee viewed the hat badge in light of this 
and was impressed with its size and substance, and the design showing David and Goliath, 
discernable despite the damage to the piece. The suggested value was felt to be well-argued and 
accurate and in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £750. 
Lancaster City Museum hopes to acquire.   



 

43. Post-Medieval gold signet ring from ‘Thorp Arch’ West Yorkshire (2015 T606, SWYOR-

585CD7)  
The provisional valuer suggested £1,400. The Committee examined the signet ring in light of this. 
It noted that the valuer had not suggested any market parallels but it pointed to a sale at Christie’s 
on 7 November 2006, Lot 161, of a ring of similar style but much larger and in better condition. 
That ring had been estimated at £2,000-3,000 and sold for £5,760. The Committee felt on this basis 
that the Thorp Arch ring would achieve a higher price than suggested, and recommended £2,000. 
Leeds Museum hopes to acquire.   
 

44. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Tideham, Gloucestershire (2015 T947, GLO-0645B1) 

– 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,600. The Finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee took account of the Finder’s submission as it viewed the ring. It agreed 
that the parallels suggested by the valuer were lighter in weight but felt that they were still relevant 
guides, and that the overly large size of the Tideham ring did not necessarily add to its appeal. The 
Committee felt that the valuer’s suggested price adequately accounted for the condition of the ring, 
the quality and content of the inscription, and maker’s mark. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £2,600. Dean Heritage Centre hopes to acquire.  
 

 
Coins 

 

 

Roman Coins 

 

45. Roman coin hoard (25) from Eccleshall, Staffordshire (2015 T583, WMID-485295) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and noted 
that they made up a typical 3rd century hoard in average condition and that the valuer correctly 
attributed most of the value to the coin of Divus Victorinus. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, and his attribution per finder, the Committee recommended £50. The Potteries Museum 
hopes to acquire.  
 

46. Roman coin hoard from North Moreton, Oxfordshire (2014 T976, BERK-982961) 

The provisional valuer suggested £130-190. The Committee examined the coins in light of this. It 
concurred with the valuer’s point about the relative value of the two silver siliquae and felt that 
£100 for the pair was correct. The remaining coins were seen to have little commercial value and 
so in agreement with the lower figure suggested by the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £130. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

47. Roman coin hoard (449) from Freshwater, Isle of Wight (2015 T591, IOW-B1D013) 
The provisional valuer suggested £450. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this. It 
disagreed with the valuer’s assessment of the condition of the coins as ‘poor’ and noted that with 
cleaning they would likely be worth much more than he had suggested. Several of the coins were 
observed to be of highly collectible emperors. The Committee requested that the Secretariat 
commission a second provisional valuation, and agreed to reconsider the case when that is 
received. Brading Roman Villa Museum hopes to acquire.   
 

48. Roman coin hoard (6) from Pamphill, Dorset (2015 T194, DOR-1B3ECD) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3800-4480. The Finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, and a private valuation from of CNG on one of the coins (Theodosius 
miliarense, £3000-4000). The Committee took this into account as it viewed the coins. It noted that 
the finder’s concern had been partially resolved by the revised valuation provided by the valuer but 
that his private valuation maintained a higher value for the second miliarense, of Theodosius. The 
Committee’s view was that while this coin was more rare than the first, unpublished varieties of 
this nature were not of such rarity in themselves as to warrant such a high figure. Therefore, in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £3,800. Dorset County 
Museum hopes to acquire.   
 
 



 
Medieval Coins 

 

49. Medieval coin brooch from near Chichester, West Sussex (2014 T911, SUSS-393F48) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee examined the coin brooch in light of this, 
noting that it was a rare coin but that its condition would not allow it to achieve a figure greater 
than the suggested amount. Similarly its qualities as an artefact had little commercial appeal. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £10. The Novium, 
Chichester, hopes to acquire.  
 

50. Medieval coin hoard (3) from Hunmanby, North Yorkshire (2015 T862, SWYOR-

313B9B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £74. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 
commented that the valuation report was accurate and well-supported. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, it recommended £74. Scarborough Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

51. Medieval coin hoard (4) from Husbands Bosworth, Leicestershire (2016 T132, LEIC-

2032FB, LEIC-20097D, LEIC-6CEBD0, LEIC-6CE010) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,700. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this. It felt 
that the valuer was largely accurate for most of the coins, but that coin three (the silver penny from 
York in the valuation report) had been slightly undervalued at £600. The Committee felt that an 
uplift of £200 was warranted and so recommended an overall sum of £2,900. Leicestershire 
Museums Service hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell left the room] 

 
Norfolk Cases 

 
52. Early Medieval gold bulla pendant from Snetterton, Norfolk (2015 T392, SF-71F723) 
The provisional valuer suggested £165. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this and 
commented that although it was damaged and distorted, it still possessed an attraction slightly 
above that implied in the suggested price. The Committee recommended £200. The British 
Museum hopes to acquire.   
 

53. Early Medieval gold mount from Sculthorpe, Norfolk (2015 T230, BUC-925F98) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1000-1200. The Museum supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation, which it felt was too high. The Finder also supplied comments in support of the 
valuation or a higher figure. The Committee took these into account as it viewed the piece. It 
reassured the Finder that his comments as well as those of the Museum would be considered. The 
Committee felt that it required further information before recommending a value and asked the 
Secretariat to commission a second provisional valuation. It agreed to reconsider the case once that 
valuation is received. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

54. Post-Medieval silver hawking vervel from Erpingham, Norfolk (2016 T73, NMS-236202)  
The provisional valuer suggested £500-550. The Committee examined the vervel in light of this 
and was grateful for the detailed and thorough valuation report. It also viewed the vervel alongside 
two others valued at the same meeting (2015 T215, NARC-C41B23, £600; and 2015 T342, BH-
0FB1A8, £300).  All three artefacts were observed to be of the same type, ring-shaped with the 
inscription of a place name on their outside face, and the size, condition and visual appeal of the 
Erpingham vervel was felt to be commensurate with 2015 T215. Therefore the Committee felt a 
slight uplift in the suggested value was warranted, and recommended £600. Norwich Castle 
Museum hopes to acquire.     
 
[Tim Pestell re-entered the room] 

 
Any Other Business 

Herefordshire Hoard and Watlington Hoard valuations: The Secretariat updated the 
Committee on the latest progress towards valuing these two hoards of Early Medieval material.  
 



The Committee agreed that it wished the two valuers of the coins in the Watlington Hoard to first 
value the Herefordshire Hoard, and then to re-submit their valuations for the Watlington coins. The 
Committee felt that it should be possible for the valuers to value the Herefordshire coins from 
images, as it was recognised that access to the hoard may be difficult owing to its status as 
evidence in an active police investigation. 
 
Once the Secretariat is in receipt of the Herefordshire coin valuations and the Watlington coin re-
valuations, it will liaise with the Committee as to whether the Watlington case will be considered 
at the next scheduled meeting (21st September 2016) or whether a special meeting is required.  
 
 
Treasure Act Code of Practice Review: Church of England exemption: The Committee 
considered the request of the DCMS to agree, should an exemption to report finds of Treasure 
found on Church of England (CoE) consecrated land be passed as part of the review of the 
Treasure Act Code of Practice, to value such items in the event of a later decision by the CoE to 
sell them. The Committee understood that such cases would be very rare and agreed that it did not 
have an objection to performing this function, but that it should be made clear in the guidance that 
the valuation is not for the purposes of determining a reward.  
 
The Committee also heard that it is hoped that the DCMS will be able to publish the public 
consultation by the end of 2016. 
 
Letters to 

The Secretariat provided drafts of two letters for the Committee’s approval, to send to the two 
valuers above encouraging them to supply more comparanda in their valuation reports. The 
Committee agreed these were appropriate and also requested that all valuers be reminded to avoid 
disparaging terminology in their reports, and to use the phrase ‘intrinsic metal value’ instead of 
scrap value. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 21st September 2016, East Residence Seminar Room, British Museum 
 



Provisional valuations 
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