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Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 15
h
 June 2016 

 
The meeting was held in the East Residence Seminar Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 
15 June 2016 at 11:00am.  
 
 
Present 

 

Committee    British Museum DCMS            Apologies 

Hetty Gleave (chair)  Ian Richardson  Carla Piper           Roger Bland 
Harry Bain   Claudia Stedmond             Colin Renfrew 
Jim Brown 
Marian Campbell 
Chris Martin 
Tim Pestell 
 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 27th April 2016 

The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 
Item 2: Topic for discussion 

14.01 Early Medieval gold-plated mount from Ballyalton, Northern Ireland  
After receiving two valuations, for £5,000 and £1,500, and considering comments and a private 
valuation from the finder, the Committee had valued this item at £1,500 at its meeting of 4th 
February 2015.  The finder was unhappy with this valuation but did not submit any new or relevant 
information within the stated time limit. Subsequently he has made a representation to the 
Secretary of State, which included two other Early Medieval objects that had been sold at auction.  
Before responding to the finder, the Secretary of State sought clarification from the Committee as 
to whether it had taken account of the relative rarity of this object in an Irish context.  
 
The Committee reviewed the papers again. It explained that its valuation had been arrived at after a 
consideration of multiple factors, including its provenance – that is, being an Anglo-Saxon object 
in an Irish context – and the fact that the item was essentially made of copper-alloy with a thick 
gold foil coating.  The Committee observed that the level of detail in the report, coincidentally 
written while its author had been researching Early Medieval representations of fish for an 
academic paper, had perhaps given the impression that the item possessed a level of significance 
that might translate into a higher amount of money than the Committee felt it was worth. The 
Committee further noted, for the record, that the comparable items submitted by the finder to the 
Secretary of State were much different in nature to the subject item, and not relevant indicators of 
the worth of this piece. 

 

Item 3: Objects 

 
Bronze Age artefacts 

 

1. Bronze Age gold ring from North Ferriby, East Riding of Yorkshire (2015 T364, SWYOR-

B50B30) 
The provisional valuer suggested £320-350. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this. It 
noted the relative rarity of such pieces, but felt that its condition would prevent it from achieving a 
figure above the bottom end of the suggested range.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £320. East Riding of Yorkshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
2. Bronze Age gold penannular ring from Poxwell, Dorset (2015 T50, DOR-F80E39) 
The provisional valuer suggested £675-725. The Committee viewed the ring in light of this, finding 
it a substantial item, and impressive despite having a base-metal core. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £700. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
3. Bronze Age axe hoard from Legsby, Lincolnshire (2014 T588, LIN-4783D6) - 2

nd
 viewing 



The provisional valuer suggested £535. The Committee had seen the hoard at its meeting of 27th 
April 2016 and recommended £600.  One of the finders challenged this recommendation as being 
too low, and also asked for the finds to be valued individually.  The Committee looked at the hoard 
items again, and took account of the finder’s submission. It noted that the finder had provided one 
example of a socketed axe that sold for £206 including premium, the provisional valuer had cited 
other examples that had sold for much less. Observing that the prices paid in the market for such 
items represented a broad spectrum, the Committee felt that the values it had previously 
recommended were fair and reasonable. It broke down the valuations as follows: 
 

– three axes at £100 each - £300 
– two axes at £100 each, a gouge at £50, and casting waste at £0 - £250 
– one broken axe and incomplete gouge - £50 

 
The Committee confirmed its total recommendation of £600. The Collection, Lincoln hopes to 
acquire. 

 

4. Bronze Age gold torc fragment from Grimsby, Lincolnshire (2015 T204, LIN-709481) - 2
nd

 

viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £2000. The Committee had seen the torc fragment at its meeting 
of 27th April 2016 and recommended £1,500.  The finder challenged the valuation for being too 
low. The Committee viewed the torc fragment again and pointed out to the finder that the intrinsic 
value of the item, based on current gold prices, would be around £1000 (not the £677 cited by the 
valuer) so its recommendation of £1,500 was above and beyond this intrinsic value and accounted 
for the fact that it was a worked ancient artefact that would have been attractive and collectible if it 
was complete and less damaged. It was also noted that at the Timeline Auction sale of 25th 
February 2016, a complete and larger Iron Age torc was sold for £9,920 (including premium, 
which is additional to the market value), and the Committee felt that this indicated that the relative 
price of the Grimsby torc fragment had been accurately calculated. Finding nothing further in the 
finder’s submission to cause it to depart from its previous recommendation, the Committee 
recommended £1,500. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 

 

Roman artefacts 

 

5. Roman silver ring from near Ixworth area, Suffolk (2015 T999, SF-DFFF00) 
The provisional valuer suggested £90-100. The Committee examined the ring in light of this and 
observed the poor condition of the metal and the fact that the intaglio was damaged. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £100. Bury St Edmunds Museum hopes 
to acquire. 
 

6. Roman silver ring from Collingham, Nottinghamshire (2014 T265, LVPL-D46C37) – 4th 

viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £100. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 19th August 
2015 and recommended £60. The finder challenged this and the Committee viewed the ring again 
at its meeting of 2nd December 2015 and recommended £80. The finder challenged this again and 
the ring was seen again at the Committee’s meeting of 9th March 2016, where the Committee 
confirmed a recommendation of £80.  The finder challenged this again. 
 
The Committee examined the ring again in light of the finder’s challenge. In response to the 
finder’s question as to why, if the provisional valuer had already taken into account the poor 
condition of the ring yet recommended £100 the Committee only recommended £80, that the 
Committee uses the provisional valuation as a starting point in its discussions but arrives at its own 
conclusion as to the value of a find, drawing on its own expertise and judgement. The Committee 
felt that this piece was slightly overvalued by the provisional valuer, and that it would not fetch 
more than £80 on the open market. The Committee commented that the two other examples cited 
by the finder (2003 T266 and 2003 T259) were in better condition than the ring from Collingham, 
which was why they had been valued higher. Finding nothing further in the finder’s submission to 
cause it to depart from its previous valuation, the Committee confirmed a recommendation of £80. 
Newark Museum hopes to acquire. 

 



Early Medieval artefacts 

 

7. Early Medieval silver pin fragment from Skirpenbeck, East Riding of Yorkshire (2016 

T103, YORYM-3BA2BB)  

The provisional valuer suggested £15-25. The Committee viewed the pin fragment in light of this 
and felt that its incomplete state and lack of decoration would prevent it from achieving a figure on 
the market above the lower end of the valuer’s suggested range. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £15. East Riding of Yorkshire Museum Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 

8. Early Medieval silver pin fragment from Skirpenbeck, East Riding of Yorkshire (2016 

T102, YORYM-3B93B7)  

The provisional valuer suggested £25-35. The Committee examined the pin fragment in light of 
this and in comparison to the earlier pin fragment found by the same finder and also viewed at this 
meeting (2016 T103), the Committee agreed that this item’s shape was more attractive. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £25. East Riding of Yorkshire 
Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
9. Early Medieval silver-gilt pin from Asfordby, Leicestershire (2015 T657, LEIC-15810D)  

The provisional valuer suggested £55. The Committee inspected the pin in light of this and felt that 
it was an attractive piece, despite the break in the shaft. The Committee recommended £60. 
Leicestershire County Council Heritage Services hopes to acquire. 
 

 
10. Early Medieval silver finger-ring bezel fragment from Binbrook, Lincolnshire (2014 

T461, NLM-66E8F9)  

The provisional valuer suggested £85. The Committee viewed the bezel fragment in light of this. It 
agreed that the stamped decoration contributed some interest to the piece but felt that its 
fragmentary state would hinder its appeal on the market. The Committee felt that the lower end of 
the range suggested by the valuer was appropriate, and recommended £70. The Collection, 
Lincoln, hopes to acquire.  
 
11. Early Medieval gold bead from Reepham, Lincolnshire (2014 T7, LIN-C18EE6)  

The provisional valuer suggested £100-120. The Committee examined the bead in light of this and 
noted that the date ascribed to the bead (Early Medieval) was speculative, but felt that this would 
not make a material difference to the likely value of the bead on the market. Finding it to be an 
attractive, solid piece, the Committee recommended £125. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to 
acquire. 
 

12. Early Medieval silver hooked-tag from Harwell, Oxfordshire (2015 T808, BERK-

F5FCAB)  

The provisional valuer suggested £135. The Committee inspected the hooked-tag in light of this 
and felt that the completeness of the piece and its decoration combined to make it more appealing 
than the valuer suggested. It compared the item to another hooked-tag from Gainsborough area, 
Lincolnshire (2013 T837; LIN-05B023) which it had valued at £150. The Harwell hooked-tag, 
being complete, was felt to possess more appeal. The Committee recommended £160. Oxfordshire 
Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
13. Early Medieval gold ingot from Preston Capes, Northamptonshire (2013 T362, BH-

720251)  

The provisional valuer suggested £700. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took the finder’s comments into 
consideration as it viewed the find. It noted that it had in the past valued a large number of Early 
Medieval ingots of this general form, most of them silver but some gold.  The figures it had 
recommended for comparably sized gold examples were slightly below the suggestion of the 
provisional valuer for this piece, however the Committee felt that he had put forward a reasoned 
argument. The Committee took account of the relative rarity of the piece, but since there were no 
signs of decoration or other interesting features (such as testing marks) on the ingot, the Committee 
felt that it could not go above the figure suggested by the provisional valuer. The Committee 
therefore recommended £700. The British Museum hopes to acquire, 



 
14. Early Medieval silver-gilt mount from Horncastle area, Lincolnshire (2015 T550, LIN-

B75527)  
The provisional valuer suggested £1800-2400. The Committee examined the mount in light of this. 
It found the design of the ‘dummy buckle’ to be interesting but that the piece was not overly 
attractive. The valuer had suggested a wide range of potential values, though it was noted that none 
of the comparisons suggested were very similar to the piece in question and thus their use as 
indicators of potential price was limited. Nonetheless, the Committee felt that the piece would fall 
just below the middle point of the range suggested by the valuer. After a long discussion, the 
Committee recommended £2,000. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire.  
 
15. Early Medieval grave assemblage from Hollingbourne, Kent (2014 T90, KENT-21ED60)  

The provisional valuer suggested £6,255. The Committee examined the contents of the grave 
assemblage in light of this. The Committee observed that several of the larger objects had suffered 
damage, but also noted that, as is normal under the procedures of the Treasure Act, the objects had 
yet to be cleaned and conserved. Thus the Committee’s recommendation would be for the value of 
the items ‘as at the time of finding’ but with an appreciation of the potential appeal of the items 
after cleaning and conservation. With that in mind, the Committee felt that the provisional valuer’s 
suggestions for the individual pieces were too conservative and did not adequately account for their 
intrinsic appeal.  The Committee further noted that the parallels provided by the provisional valuer 
were for copper-alloy and gilded copper-alloy pieces on the market, whereas the large brooches 
and pins in this group were made of silver (albeit oxidised to varying degrees in many of the 
items).  Therefore the copper-alloy examples were felt to be less useful guides for the price of these 
pieces.  Taking all of this into consideration, the Committee recommended £10,000 for the 
assemblage. Maidstone Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 

16. Early Medieval gold aestel from Drinkstone, Suffolk (2015 T33, SF-3ABEB9)  

The first provisional valuer suggested £40,000-45,000; the second provisional valuer suggested 
£11,500. The Committee examined the aestel in light of this. Noting the disparity between the two 
suggested values, the Committee felt that it should obtain a third provisional valuation to assist it in 
arriving at a recommended value. It asked the Secretariat to commission a third provisional 
valuation, and will reconsider the case after that is received. Bury St Edmunds Museum hopes to 
acquire.  
 

 
 
[Tim Pestell left the room. Due to the similarity of cases Nos 17 and 18 he remained outside 

for consideration of case No. 18 also] 

 
17. Early Medieval silver strap-end from Deopham, Norfolk (2015 T190, NMS-9F1DB3) - 3

nd
 

viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £120. The finder provided two private valuations, which the 
Committee took account of when it saw the item at its meeting of 9th March 2016, recommending 
£220. The finder challenged this recommendation, which he felt was too low.  
 
The Committee examined the strap-end again light of the finder’s challenge. It accepted the 
finder’s point about the damage suffered by the earlier comparison it had cited from Fakenham, 
Norfolk (2010 T331; NMS-FE0C90) and acknowledged that the Deopham piece was superior. It 
also looked at this strap-end alongside another from Beoley, Worcestershire, which was at the 
same meeting (2015 T172; WAW-CB4595). The Beoley strap end was valued at £250; it was 
heavier but also more worn than the Deopham piece. Taking all of this into consideration, the 
Committee recommended £250. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
18. Early Medieval silver strap-end from Beoley, Worcestershire (2015 T172, WAW-CB4595) 

– 4
th

 viewing 

The provisional valuer had originally suggested £800 for both a silver finger-ring and this strap-
end, however the finger-ring was not a Treasure item and so when the Committee first considered 
the case on 2nd December 2015, it requested that the valuer resubmit his report to cover the strap-
end only. The provisional valuer submitted a subsequent report suggesting £250 for the strap-end 
alone. The Committee saw the strap-end at its meeting of 18th January 2016 and recommended 
£250. The finder challenged the recommended figure and the Committee considered the case again 



at its meeting of 27th April 2016, and confirmed a recommendation of £250. The finder and 
landowner challenged the recommended figure again and provided comparanda of items offered on 
the Timeline Originals website. 
 
The Committee examined the strap-end again, taking account of the finder and landowners’s 
submission. On this occasion the strap-end was viewed alongside another similar example from 
Deopham, Norfolk (2015 T190; NMS-9F1DB3), valued at £250. The Committee noted that the 
Deopham piece was smaller than the Beoley strap-end, but that it was less worn and benefitted 
from the presence of inlaid decorative eyes. Overall the two pieces were felt to possess the same 
appeal and the Committee therefore confirmed its valuation of £250. Worcestershire Museums 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 

[Tim Pestell re-entered the room] 
 

19. Early Medieval gold finger-ring from Binbrook, Lincolnshire (2014 T502, NLM-FC0D13) 

The provisional valuer suggested £700. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the finger-
ring.  The Committee explained that its valuation would be for the ring ‘as at the time of finding’ – 
that is, unconserved - but that it could factor into its valuation the potential for the ring after 
notional cleaning and conservation.  It felt that the provisional valuer’s rationale for the suggested 
value was sound, and that it might be possible to repair it to a wearable state but that it would not 
achieve a figure in the market beyond that suggested. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £700. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire.  
 
20. Early Medieval silver-gilt, gold and garnet buckle tongue from Cold Ashton, 

Gloucestershire (2014 T694, GLO-51DC59) – 3
rd

 viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £7,000-9,000. The Committee saw the buckle tongue at its 
meeting of 18th January 2016 and requested a second provisional valuation. The second provisional 
valuer suggested £2,150. The Committee viewed the item again at its meeting of 9th March 2016 
and recommended £2,750. The finder challenged the recommended valuation, which he felt was 
too low.  
 
The Committee considered the buckle tongue again in light of this. It pointed out firstly that 
referring to the item as a ‘gold and garnet’ buckle tongue, as the some Treasure correspondence 
had done, may have given a false impression of the composition of the artefact. As detailed in the 
report for the Coroner (which all valuers were provided with), the buckle tongue is substantially 
made of silver which had been gilded, and the gold makes up much less of the overall weight of the 
piece and is in the form of an applied gold cloisonné panel. It noted that the comparisons provided 
by the first provisional valuer were all examples of gold artefacts, which would be worth more than 
comparable silver-gilt items. These seem to have guided her towards suggesting a higher figure 
than the Committee felt appropriate. With respect to the finder’s reference to the Battle of Dyrham 
in 577AD, the Committee noted that the piece is likely to date to sometime in the following 
century, so its affiliation with the battle is extremely speculative and would not influence the 
market price of the item. The Committee remained impressed with the craftsmanship of the piece 
and its visual appeal, and felt that its recommendation was accurate. It confirmed a 
recommendation of £2,750. Bristol Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

Medieval artefacts 

 

21. Medieval silver annular brooch from Sutton Cum Lound, Nottinghamshire (2015 T489, 

LEIC-D2FC82) 
The provisional valuer suggested £15. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and felt 
that although tiny, the presence of the inscription added to its appeal. It recommended £20. 
Leicestershire County Council Heritage Services hopes to acquire.  
 
22. Medieval silver finger-ring fragment from Icklingham, Suffolk (2015 T209, SF-849DB0) 
The provisional valuer suggested £20-30. The Committee viewed the finger-ring fragment in light 
of this and noted its poor condition. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £20. Moyses Hall Museum hopes to acquire. 
 



23. Medieval silver annular brooch from Skidby area, East Riding of Yorkshire (2016 T81, 

YORYM-B91C6C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 
commented that it was very plain but that it was complete. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £30. Hull Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

24. Medieval silver finger-ring fragment from Urchfont, Wiltshire (2014 T635, SUR-99E69E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-60. The Committee felt that the suggested price was too high 
for an object in such poor condition, noting that the comparisons provided were for larger, much 
nicer examples. The Committee recommended £30. Wiltshire Heritage Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

25. Medieval silver finger-ring from Llancarfan, Vale of Glamorgan (14.14) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-200. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this. 
It felt that a closer parallel than that provided by the valuer was a ring for sale at Timeline Auctions 
on 9th September 2015, Lot 1983, which had a pre-auction estimate of £200-300 but did not sell.  
The Committee was impressed with the size and wearability of the Llangibby ring, and it 
recommended £250. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 

26. Medieval gold finger-ring from Holt, Wrexham (13.12) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-280. The Finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The museum submitted comments with regards to the 
finder’s submission. The case was deferred at the request of the finder. 
 

27. Medieval gold and garnet finger-ring from Folkton, North Yorkshire (2015 T330, 

YORYM-1C2501) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-300. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 
this. It noted that the garnet was a later addition by the finder, and that therefore the valuation of 
the item, which had to be ‘as at the time of finding’ would reflect a value of the ring without the 
stone. The Committee noted that the ring was wearable and taking into account its relative 
attraction, the Committee recommended £300. Scarborough Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
The Committee also reminded the finder that any further discoveries of potential Treasure should 
be shown to a Finds Liaison Officer in the first instance, before any alterations or enhancements 
are attempted. The Committee pointed out that if damage is done to an item of Treasure under such 
circumstances, it may warrant an abatement of the finder’s reward.   
 
28. Medieval gold annular brooch from Shrewsbury, Shropshire (2014 T103, NMGW-

C8B7F2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £385. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this. It noted 
the damage but felt that the brooch was an attractive piece. Its small size and delicate construction 
meant that it did not have the appeal of a wearable finger-ring of similar date, however the 
Committee believed that the value would be in the higher-end of the range suggested by the valuer. 
The Committee recommended £400. Shropshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
29. Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Penhow, Monmouthshire (14.21) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400-600. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this 
and noted that it had valued similar items in the past – including that cited by the provisional valuer 
– and that the suggested range was consistent with those. The piece was observed to be substantial 
in size and that the inscriptions on both sides of the central roundel contributed to its appeal. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £600. National Museum 
Wales hopes to acquire. 
 

30. Medieval gold finger-ring from Kelham Hills, Nottinghamshire (2015 T532, DENO-

E5352D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,200-2,400. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light 
of this and noted that the report for the Coroner dated the piece to the 13th century, whereas it felt 
the piece was more likely 14th Century in date. The Committee noted that the provisional valuation 
had cited the earlier date as making the ring more attractive on the market than a later example, and 
therefore the provisional valuation was felt to be slightly too high for this piece. The Committee 
recommended £2000. Newark Museum hopes to acquire. 

 



Post-Medieval artefacts 

 

31. Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring fragment from St Athan, Vale of Glamorgan (13.16) 
The provisional valuer suggested that the piece had no commercial value. The Committee viewed 
the fragment in light of this and felt that it deserved a slight uplift from the suggested value, and 
recommended £5. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
32. Post-Medieval silver cufflink from Padworth, West Berkshire (2015 T141, BH-74F159) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10-20. The Committee inspected the cufflink in light of this. It 
noted the slightly unusual design (the forearms angling upwards instead of being straight across) 
but also commented on the worn condition of the piece. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £10. West Berkshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

33. Post-Medieval silver whistle (incomplete) from Ellermer, East Riding of Yorkshire (2015 

T412, LVPL-8EE474) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-20. The Committee examined the whistle in light of this and 
took account of the small percentage of the complete piece that remained. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, it recommended £10. East Riding of Yorkshire Museum Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 

34. Post-Medieval silver toothpick/ear scoop fragment from Lower Withington, Cheshire 

(2015 T597, LVPL-C7CD93) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-30. The Committee viewed the toothpick/ear scoop fragment 
in light of this and commented that it was substantial in size, but unfortunately it was only a small 
fragment of the original piece. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £20. Congleton Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

35. Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring fragment from Wix, Essex (2014 T722, ESS-D0662D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-60. The Committee inspected the ring fragment in light of 
this and felt that the piece was worth quite a bit less than suggested, and that as a fragment it had 
little commercial appeal. The Committee recommended £15. Colchester & Ipswich Museum 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 

36. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress pin from Amesbury, Wiltshire (2015 T510, WILT-

A64FB9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £90-100. The Committee examined the dress pin in light of this. 
Alongside it the Committee viewed another Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress pin from Thelnetham, 
Suffolk (2015 T53, SF-3ACBFB) which it valued at £180, since it was of a more unusual and 
interesting design. The Amesbury pin was observed to be large, complete and attractive, though 
more common than the Thelnetham pin. The Committee recommended £130. Salisbury Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 

37. Post-Medieval silver gilt pendant from Storrington and Sullington, West Sussex (2014 

T918, SUSS-68D939) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-150. The Committee inspected the pendant in light of this 
and commented that it was attractive and possessing of charm. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, it recommended £150. Horsham District Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

38. Post-Medieval silver gilt finger-ring from Bishton Community, Newport (13.14) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-200. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this. 
It took account of the substantial wear to the surface of the ring, but noted the survival of the 
inscription which contributed to its attraction. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £120. Newport Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
39. Post-Medieval silver-gilt pendant from near Wenhaston, Suffolk (2015 T303, SF-A11BF5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £150-200. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this. 
It was felt to be a charming item but its damaged state indicated a value at the lower end of the 
range suggested. In agreement with the p rovisional valuer, the Committee recommended £150. 
Halesworth Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
40. Post-Medieval silver signet ring from St Dogmaels, Pembrokeshire (12.14) 



The provisional valuer suggested £150-200. The Committee inspected the signet ring in light of 
this and was impressed by the size and heft of the piece. However, the crude monogram was not 
felt to contribute much to the ring’s appeal, and the Committee recommended, in agreement with 
the provisional valuer, £150. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 

41. Post-Medieval silver-gilt pin from Thelnetham, Suffolk (2015 T53, SF-3ACBFB) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200-250. The Committee examined the dress pin in light of this. 
Alongside it the Committee viewed another Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress pin from Amesbury, 
Wiltshire (2015 T510, WILT-A64FB9) which it had valued at £130.  The Amesbury pin was more 
common but also large and attractive. Taking this into consideration, the Committee recommended 
£180. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire.   
 

42. Post-Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Mistily, Essex (2015 T357, ESS-9B6308) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-250. The Committee inspected the pendant in light of this 
and noted the presence of the inscription, which might appeal to buyers on the market. However, 
the piece was observed to be damaged and unwearable as a pendant, and the Committee felt that 
the suggested range was too high. It recommended £150. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service 
hopes to acquire.  
 

43. Late Medieval silver reliquary pendant from Mutford, Suffolk (2014 T830, SF-0EDFA7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-300. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this, 
noting that it was confident the piece was from the late medieval period. However it was also not a 
reliquary because it could not be opened in order to access a relic. As a religious pendant of the late 
medieval period, with a strong design but suffering from damage, the Committee felt that the 
suggested value range was accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £250. Halesworth Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
44. Post-Medieval silver vervel from Aldermaston, West Berkshire (2015 T342, BH-0FB1A8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-350. The finder submitted comments regarding the 
provisional valuation. The Committee took these into consideration as it viewed the piece.  
 
It firstly pointed out that the photographs provided by the finder of several vervels and their prices 
seemed to come from Benet’s Artefacts of England and the United Kingdom. The Committee 
explained that this price guide gave estimated retail prices, not anticipated auction hammer prices, 
which are the prices the Committee associates with the market value of an item. The retail prices 
will be higher than anticipated auction hammer prices.  The finder also enclosed several 
screenshots from a Facebook post about a vervel sold by Timeline Auctions in December 2011 for 
£2,750.  The Committee explained that the vervel in question was Late Medieval in date and its 
inscription indicated that it had belonged to an important historic person (Edmund Plantagenet, 
Earl of Rutland). It was therefore not a useful indicator of the relative attraction of the subject 
vervel from Aldermaston, which was later in date and whose inscription only listed the locale of its 
owner, not the owner him (or her) self.  
 
On another note, the Committee understood the concerns of the finder that the valuation of the 
vervel was transparent and fair. It explained that the incident he cited involving the provisional 
valuation of another vervel by the same valuer had come to the Committee’s attention previously. 
It had written to the provisional valuer to express its disappointment in his failure, when 
approached by the Committee to value the vervel, to alert it to the fact he had previously valued the 
vervel and to refuse the Committee’s commission. The valuer had apologised for the oversight and 
expressed his understanding that such behaviour would undermine confidence in the fairness of the 
valuation process. 
 
Given the concerns of the finder, the Committee felt that it would be appropriate to seek a second 
independent provisional valuation, and to reconsider the case when that is received.   
 
West Berkshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
NB: for valuation, and to provide, a market appraisal using as many comparables 
as she can find. 
 
45. Post-Medieval silver hawking vervel from Hallaton, Leicestershire (2015 T215, NARC-

C41B23) – 2
nd

 viewing 



The provisional valuer suggested £550. The Committee saw the vervel at its meeting of 27th April 
2016, and recommended £600. The finder challenged the recommended valuation. The Committee 
examined the vervel again and took account of the finder’s comments. It appreciated the finder’s 
frustration at having had what he assumed was an accurate valuation from a private individual, and 
then to learn that the same person had subsequently provided a provisional valuation to the 
Committee which was lower in price. The finder admitted in his letter that he was not able to 
provide any further relevant comparisons from the market to which the Committee could compare 
the vervel. However, the Committee felt that given the circumstances and the concerns over the 
first provisional valuation, it should commission a second provisional valuation from a different 
source. The Committee agreed to reconsider the case once the second provisional valuation is 
received. 
 
Leicestershire County Council Heritage Services hopes to acquire. 
 

valuation, and to provide, a market appraisal using as many comparables 
as she can find. 
 

46. Post-Medieval gold button from Rotherhithe, Greater London (2014 T127, LON-

EDBDB1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350-450. The Committee examined the button in light of this 
and found it to be an attractive artefact. In agreement with the top end of the range suggested by 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £450. The Museum of London hopes to 
acquire.    
 

47. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Grafton area, Oxfordshire (2015 T168, WILT-

6D49E2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-600. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this 
and noted that the inscription allowed the ring to be associated with an identifiable historical 
figure. The comparisons provided by the provisional valuer were much heavier but they themselves 
sold above their pre-auction estimates. The Committee felt that the subject ring would be worth 
slightly more than suggested, and recommended £700. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to 
acquire.   
 

48. Post-Medieval silver seal-matrix from Buriton, Hampshire (2015 T736, HAMP-38D344) 
The provisional valuer suggested £750. The Committee inspected the seal matrix in light of this, 
commenting that it was an attractive piece and noting that the valuer had taken into account the 
association of the piece with a known person from history. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £750. Winchester Museum hopes to acquire.   
 

49. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from St Dogmaels, Pembrokeshire (12.15) 
The provisional valuer suggested £700-800. The museum submitted comments regarding the 
provisional valuation, which it felt to be slightly too high. The Committee took account of these as 
it inspected the ring. It acknowledged the loss of enamelling pointed out by the museum, but felt 
that the posy written on the interior, which the valuer suggested was a biblical reference, conveyed 
a certain attraction. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £750. 
National Museum Wales hopes to acquire.   
 

50. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Colehill, Dorset (2014 T499, DOR-FCAFBE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £700-900. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 
this, commenting on the attractive colour of the ring. It also examined, at the same meeting, a 
finger-ring from St Dogmaels, Pembrokeshire (12.15) which was similar in size but featured more 
appealing exterior decoration. It was felt that the St Dogmaels ring, which the Committee had 
valued at £750,  was slightly superior to the Colehill ring. In agreement with the lower end of the 
range suggested by the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £700. Priest’s House 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

51. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan (14.30) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1500-1600. The museum submitted comments regarding the 
provisional valuation. The Committee took these into consideration as it viewed the finger-ring. 
The Committee observed that the ring featured a fairly common inscription (though not in this 
exact rendering) but felt it was done attractively. The plain exterior of the ring was noted, as well 



as its reasonable weight. The Committee recommended £1,500. National Museum Wales hopes to 
acquire.  
 

52. Post-Medieval silver thimble from Stixwold and Woodhall, Lincolnshire (2014 T814, LIN-

09A589) – 2
nd

 viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £80. The finder submitted comments on the provisional valuation 
and a private valuation from Paul Moore of £800 - £1000. The Committee saw the thimble at its 
meeting of 27th April 2016 and acknowledged that there may be a niche market for items such as 
this and felt it needed to conduct further research before recommending a value. It deferred making 
a recommendation until it was able to study the issue further. 
 
At this meeting, the Committee examined the piece again. Having looked into the thimble market 
in more detail, the Committee expressed the view that were this piece in good condition, it was 
possible that it could demand prices in the region of those suggested by the private valuer. It was 
noted to be an interesting piece and one that would appeal to collectors, but its damaged condition, 
which might make repair tricky, was felt to be was sufficiently poor not to warrant a high 
valuation. The Committee recommended £225. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire.   
 

 

Item 4: Coins 

 

Iron Age Coins 

 

53. Iron Age coin hoard (2) from Sellack, Herefordshire (2015 T435, HESH-AEC26C) – 2
nd

 

viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £1600-2000. The Committee saw the coins at its meeting of 9th 
March 2016 and recommended £2,500. The finder challenged the recommended valuation and the 
Committee considered the issue again. The Committee thanked the finder for his email and a 
further email from the dealer Mr  clarifying his opinion. Nonetheless it was the 
Committee’s view that the highest bid for these two coins, from either a collector or dealer, would 
be £2,500. It noted that this was lower than Mr s suggestion but also higher than the 
suggestion of the provisional valuer. The Committee therefore confirmed a recommendation of 
£2,500. Herefordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

54. Iron Age gold stater of Climping Type from West Sussex (2013 T389, PAS-2B57CA) – 4
th

  

viewing  
The provisional valuer suggested £1500-2000. The Committee had considered this case three times 
previously, and determined, with advice from the DCMS, that the entirety of the value of the coin 
should be paid as a reward to the landowner, since the finder was unknown and had not reported 
their find as required under the Treasure Act 1996. However the Committee had pointed out that 
the valuation should be ‘as at the time of finding of the object’ which in this case was thought to be 
around the time of the originally partially reported group in the year 2000.  Therefore the 
Committee felt it important to estimate the value of this coin at that time.  
 
Consulting papers from the valuation of the original group of Climping Type Staters from the same 
site, acquired by the British Museum in 2002, the Committee noted that these coins were valued at 
£700 each at the time. It therefore felt that this was the appropriate valuation of the subject coin, 
and recommended £700. Littlehampton Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 

Roman Coins 

 

55. Roman silver coin (catalogue # 6) from Saxmundham area, Suffolk (2015 T93, SF-

883AC2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40. The Committee examined the coin in light of this and 
observed that it was very worn. In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £30. The 
British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 

Early Medieval Coins 
 
56. Early Medieval silver coin from Cranfield, Bedfordshire (2014 T079, BH-B404F7) 



The provisional valuer suggested £110. The Committee inspected the coin in light of this and felt 
that the suggested figure was slightly low. It recommended £130. Bedford Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 

57. Early Medieval gold tremissis pendant from West Mersea area, Essex (2015 T345, ESS-

5D63D4) 
The provisional valuer suggested £500. The Committee inspected the coin pendant in light of this. 
It noted the slight distortion and cracking but felt that otherwise it was a very attractive piece, with 
copious amounts of detail. The Committee discussed the item’s relative appeal to both collectors of 
coins and collectors of ancient jewellery, and agreed that it was likely to command more on the 
open market than had been suggested by the valuer. It recommended £600. Colchester & Ipswich 
Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
 

58. Early Medieval hoard (coins & objects) from Watlington, Oxfordshire (2015 T759, SUR-

4A4231) 
The first provisional valuer suggested £1,374,780 for the coins and the objects; the second 
provisional valuer suggested £1,000,000-1,250,000 for the coins only; the third provisional valuer 
suggested £4,130 for the objects only. The museum, finder and landowner supplied comments but 
did not challenge the provisional valuations. 
 
The Committee acknowledged the exceeding rarity of the coins found in this hoard which were 
likely to constitute the bulk of the market value in this case. The Committee was aware of a hoard 
of Early Medieval coins from Herefordshire (2015 T499) which, though thought to have been 
found in the spring/summer of 2015, had only recently been the subject of a Coroner’s inquest and 
been declared ‘Treasure’. 

  Since some of the coins in the 
Watlington Hoard were also represented in the ‘Herefordshire’ Hoard, the provisional valuers for 
the Watlington Hoard had been made aware of the Herefordshire coins but, because the case was 
not yet in the public domain, had not made reference to the Herefordshire Hoard in their reports. 
 
The Committee felt that such was the importance of the two hoards they should be valued at the 
same time. Specifically, the Committee needed to be clear in its recommendation for the 
Watlington Hoard as to what effect, if any, the known existence of the Herefordshire coins had on 
those from Watlington.  
 
Therefore the Committee asked that the same provisional valuers who had valued the Watlington 
Hoard be asked to value the Herefordshire Hoard, and then to re-assess their provisional valuations 
for the Watlington Hoard. Further, the Committee asked that the valuers on the relationship in 
value between the coins of exceptional quality and rarity in the hoard and those of lesser 
importance.  
 
The Committee understood the desire to have the Watlington Hoard valued and processed as soon 
as possible and expressed a willingness to hold a special ‘extraordinary’ meeting to specifically 
consider the two hoards, if necessary. 
 
The Ashmolean Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Medieval Coins 

 

59. Medieval coins (2) from Beeson, Stokenham, Devon (2014 T335, DEV-A0CF78) 
The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and felt that 
the provisional valuation adequately reflected the poor condition of the coins. In agreement with 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £20. Plymouth Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

60. Medieval coin hoard (2) from Brockham, Surrey (2015 T992, SUR-6626E6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £70. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this, 
commenting that one of the examples was in better condition than the other and warranted a slight 
uplift in price. The Committee recommended £80. Dorking Museum hopes to acquire. 
 



61. Medieval silver coin brooch from Thirlby, North Yorkshire (2014 T619, DUR-977A16) 

The provisional valuer suggested £75. The Committee examined the coin brooch in light of this felt 
that the suggested value was slightly low, the coin being an attractive example. It recommended 
£85. York Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 
 

62. Medieval gilded coin brooch from West Ashton, Wiltshire (2015 T878, WILT-983BC7) 
Provisional valuer suggested £105. The Committee viewed the coin brooch in light of this, 
commenting that the suggested value adequately accounted for the relative rarity of the piece and 
its condition. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £105. 
Wiltshire Heritage Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

63. Medieval silver-gilt coin from Stoke-cum-Ebony, Kent (2015 T132, KENT-6FD00D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-600. The Committee inspected the coin in light of this. It 
noted that the coin was fairly rare but not highly sought after, and felt that the gilding would have 
an affect on the value it would achieve on the market. In agreement with the lower end of the range 
suggested by the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £400. The British Museum 
hopes to acquire.  
 
64. Medieval gold coins (2) from Dunton area, Buckinghamshire (2015 T831, BUC-890223) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,100. The Committee examined the coins in light of this. It 
observed that the coins were slightly distorted, and commented that the provisional valuation report 
was well argued. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £3,100. 
Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval Coins 

 

65. Post-Medieval silver coins (5) from Alwington Devon (2013 T923, DEV-884963)  
Provisional valuer suggested £120. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and observed 
that the valuation report was well-supported and accurate. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £120. Museum of North Devon & Barnstable hopes to 
acquire. 
 
 
Item 5: Next Meeting 

 
The next meeting will be held in the East Residence Seminar Room at the British Museum on 
Wednesday, August 3rd, at 11:00am. 
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