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Minutes of the Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 9
th

 March 2016 

 
The meeting was held in the East Residence Seminar Room at the British Museum on Monday, 9th 
March 2016 at 11:00am.  
 
Present: 

Committee                                       British Museum                            Apologies 
Colin Renfrew (Chair)      Mafalda Raposo      Harry Bain 
Roger Bland      Ian Richardson                                Tim Pestell 
Jim Brown      Claudia Stedmond                          Carla Piper (DCMS) 
Marian Campbell                       
Hetty Gleave 
Christopher Martin 
 
New members Roger Bland and Christopher Martin were welcomed to the Committee 

 
Item 1: Trevor Austin 
 
The Committee was deeply saddened to hear of the recent passing of its former member Trevor 
Austin. It observed a minute’s silence in Trevor’s honour. 
 

Item 2: Minutes of the meeting of Monday, 18
th

 January 2016 

 
The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 

Item 3: Objects 

 
Bronze Age artefacts 

 

1. Bronze Age hoard from Pennllyn, Vale of Glamorgan (14.09) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this, and 
agreed that the hoard did not have any commercial value, however, the suggested figure, which 
was seen to account for archaeological interest, was felt to be reasonable. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £50. The National Museum Wales hopes to 
acquire.  
 
NB: In the course of the discussion about this item, the Committee observed that many of the cases 
that come before it are deemed by the provisional valuer to have no commercial value, but that in 
most instances the valuer will nonetheless suggest a monetary figure to account for archaeological 
interest or as a nominal amount to reward the interested parties. The Committee felt that it would 
be desirable to request that provisional valuers do not put a speculative figure on archaeological 
value, and allow the Committee to allocate such a figure itself. The purpose of this would be to 
ensure that all such cases are dealt with in the same manner.    
 
2. Bronze Age hoard from Pentyrch, Cardiff (14.10) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this and 
noticing in particular the presence of a recognisable socketed axehead, felt that the valuation was 
accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £50. National 
Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
3. Bronze Age gold sheet fragment from Wedhampton area, Wiltshire (2014 T527, DENO-

8DE07C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £55-60. The Committee examined the gold sheet fragment in 
light of this and felt that its appeal was slightly overestimated given its very small size. The 
Committee recommended £50. Wiltshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
4. Bronze Age gold ring from Ropley, Hampshire (2015 T225, HAMP-032C65) 



The provisional valuer suggested £540. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this and 
commented that the suggested parallel (TimeLine Auction 1st December, 2014, lot 553) was not a 
very close match to the subject ring, and the Committee felt the TimeLine example was more 
attractive. For that reason, it recommended £450 for the ring from Ropely. Hampshire Cultural 
Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
5. Bronze Age interlinked rings from Great Totham area, Essex (2014 T169, ESS-71DFE4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1000. The finder submitted comments regarding the provisional 
valuation, which he felt to be too low. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the rings. 
It thanked the finder for his letter, and pointed out that the earlier ring that he mentioned (2009 
T524) had actually been valued at £600, though in the end both parties waived their rewards and 
the ring was acquired by the local museum at no expense.  
 
With respect to the subject of the rings from Great Totham, the Committee appreciated the finder’s 
point about their total weight but observed that while this provided a useful indication of their size, 
the appeal of the rings on the market would rely more on their visual attraction. The Committee felt 
that the provisional valuer’s suggested figure overestimated this attraction, and it recommended 
£800. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
6. Bronze Age hoard from Llantrisant Fawr, Monmouthshire (13.15) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2000. The museum submitted comments regarding the 
provisional valuation, which it felt was too high. The Committee took account of these as it viewed 
the hoard. The Committee noted that the amount attributed to the hoard for its archaeological 
interest and appeal as an ensemble was greater than the individual values for the palstave, dirk and 
gold strip. It felt that diligence required a second provisional valuation being obtained before a 
value was recommended. Therefore the Committee asked the Secretariat to commission a second 
valuation, and agreed to return to the case when that is received. National Museum Wales hopes to 
acquire. 
 
Roman Artefacts 

 

7. Roman silver fragment from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2013 T768, Finds from 

Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
8. Roman to Medieval silver fragment from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T408, Finds 

from Woodbridge group) 
This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
9. Roman silver ring from Collingham, Nottinghamshire (2014 T265, LVPL-D46C37) – 3rd 

viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £100. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 19th August 
2015 and recommended £60. The finder challenged this and the Committee viewed the ring again 
at its meeting of 2nd December 2015 and recommended £80. The Finder submitted a further 
challenge to the recommended valuation, which he still felt was too low. The Committee 
considered the ring again in light of this. It observed that the example provided by the Finder, from 
a recent TimeLine auction, was in much better condition and more appealing. The Committee 
found nothing in the Finder’s submission to cause it to revise its previous recommendation, and 
confirmed a recommendation of £80. Newark Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

Early Medieval Artefacts 

 
10. *Early Medieval silver ingot from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T412, Finds from 

Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
11. *Early Medieval fragment of gilded silver from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2013 T773, 

Finds from Woodbridge group) 
This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
12. Early Medieval silver fragments (4) from Brampton, Lincolnshire (2014 T342, SWYOR-

C6BBCE) 



The provisional valuer suggested £10-15. The Committee examined the group in light of this and 
in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £10. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to 
acquire. 
 
13. *Early Medieval gold disc from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T397, Finds from 

Woodbridge group) 
This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
14. *Early Medieval silver ingot from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T405, Finds from 

Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
15. *Early Medieval silver-gilt fragment from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2013 T168, Finds 

from Woodbridge group) 
This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
16. *Early Medieval silver-gilt fragment from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T266, Finds 

from Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
17. *Early Medieval silver mount from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T402, Finds from 

Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
18. *Early Medieval silver ingot from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T410, Finds from 

Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
19. *Early Medieval gold droplet from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2013 T770, Finds from 

Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
20. *Early Medieval silver-gilt fragment with garnet from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2013 

T169, Finds from Woodbridge group) 
This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
21. *Early Medieval silver wrist clasp fragment from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T409, 

Finds from Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
22. *Early Medieval gilded silver fragment from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2013 T167, Finds 

from Woodbridge group) 
This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
23. *Early Medieval silver mount fragment from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2013 T964, Finds 

from Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
24. Early Medieval gold & garnet pendant from Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney, 

Oxfordshire (2015 T139, BH-743E5E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this and 
noted that it was very small but well-made. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £200. Oxfordshire Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
25. *Early Medieval gold and garnet pendant from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T411, 

Finds from Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
26. *Early Medieval gold bracteate pendant from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T404, 

Finds from Woodbridge group) 
This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 



27. Early Medieval gold and silver ingot from Beadlam, North Yorkshire (2014 T783, 

YORYM-7706AD)  - 2
nd

 viewing  
The first provisional valuer suggested £1100. The Committee saw the ingot at its meeting of 2nd 
December 2015 and requested a second valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested £280. 
The Committee viewed the ingot again in light of this, noting that both provisional valuations were 
well-researched, and that the second valuation in particular applied a logical rationale to its 
suggestion. The Committee commented that it had valued a similar, though slightly smaller, gold 
and silver-alloy ingot from Polesworth, Warwickshire (2005 T539) at £250.  Taking all of this into 
account, the Committee recommended £400. York Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
28. Early Medieval gold artefact from Urchfont, Wiltshire (2014 T876, WILT-A28A63)   
The provisional valuer suggested £1850. The Committee inspected the piece in light of this and felt 
that the suggested figure was accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £1,850. Wiltshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

29. Early Medieval gold and garnet buckle tongue from Cold Ashton, Gloucestershire (2014 

T694, GLO-51DC59) – 2
nd

 viewing 
The first provisional valuer suggested £7000-9000. The Committee saw the item at its meeting of 
18th January 2016 and requested a second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer 
suggested £2150. The Committee examined the buckle tongue again in light of this. It pointed to an 
earlier gold and garnet buckle fragment from the Doncaster area (2004 T313; valued at £1,400) 
which was observed to be less elaborately decorated. The Cold Ashton example, though only a 
fragment of a complete buckle, was felt to possess appeal, though the damage to some of the 
garnets was also noted. Taking into account the suggestions of both valuers, the Committee 
recommended £2,750   Bristol City Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
30. Early Medieval gold finger-ring bezel from Scrayingham, North Yorkshire (2014 T747, 

LVPL-8C0D79) – 2
nd

 viewing 
The first provisional valuer suggested £10,000. The finder had submitted comments on this, which 
he felt to be too low. The Committee saw the bezel at its meeting of 2nd December 2015 and 
requested a second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested £3850. The 
Committee examined the bezel again in light of this and took account of the finder’s submission. 
The Committee stated that comparisons with the Escrick ring and the Cynefrid ring sold at 
Christie’s were unrealistic, and felt that the market for this item would be very limited due to the 
fact that it was only a fragment of the original artefact, and that it was damaged. The Committee 
felt that the lower end of the range suggested by the second valuer represented an accurate 
assessment of the ring, and recommended £3,500. Yorkshire Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
31. Early Medieval gold finger-ring from Tendring district area, Essex (2014 T939, ESS-

9CB5B8) – 3
rd

 viewing  
The provisional valuer suggested £1200-1500. The Committee saw the item at its meeting of 19th 
August 2015 and recommended £600. The Finder challenged this and the Committee reconsidered 
the case at its meeting of 2nd December 2015, where it confirmed a recommendation of £600.  The 
Finder challenged the valuation again and the Committee examined the ring again. It noted that the 
example provided by the finder was one that it had already taken account of at earlier meetings, 
along with the other information supplied by the provisional valuer and the Finder. The Committee 
found nothing in the Finder’s submission to cause it to depart from its original valuation, and once 
again confirmed a figure of £600. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
Medieval Artefacts 

 

32. Medieval silver finger-ring (incomplete) from Buckland, Hertfordshire (2014 T868, 

BH70BBF9) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £10. Hertford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
33. Medieval silver finger-ring fragment from Llancarfan, Vale of Glamorgan (14.16) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this and 
commented that in such a fragmentary state it would not command much interest in the market. 
The Committee recommended £10. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire.  
 

34. Medieval silver bar mount from Crawley, Hampshire (2015 T163, SUR-59123D) 



The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee viewed the bar mount in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £20. Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to 
acquire. 
 

35. Medieval silver brooch from near Llancarfan, Barry (14.17) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and 
commented on the appealing craftsmanship of the frame. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £25. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
36. Medieval silver mount from Wingrave area, Buckinghamshire (2015 T624, BUC-15IECE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30. The Committee examined the mount in light of this and felt 
that its small size would reduce its appeal on the market. The Committee recommended £20. 
Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
37. Medieval silver brooch from Ashton, Cote, Shifford and Chimney parish, Oxfordshire 

(2015 T328, BH-10420A) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and found 
it to be an attractive example, and recommended £50. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 
38. *Medieval silver strip (incomplete) from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T407, Finds 

from Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
39. Medieval silver-gilt ring from Caerwent, Monmouthshire (12.10, NMGW-23630A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this and noted 
that it was damaged and distorted, and that it would struggle to command attention in the market. 
The Committee recommended £40. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
40. Medieval silver-gilt scabbard chape from Wonston, Hampshire (2015 T154, HAMP-

E021B5) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee viewed the chape in light of this and 
commented on its completeness and substance. It felt that the chape would perform slightly better 
in the market than the valuer suggested, and the Committee recommended £80. Hampshire 
Cultural Trust hopes to acquire.  
 
41. Medieval silver inscribed mount from Llanbadoc, Monmouthshire (14.33) 
The provisional valuer suggested £75. The Committee inspected the mount in light of this and 
commented that aside from its incompleteness, the object was in fairly good condition, and the 
gothic lettering contributed to its appeal. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £75. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
42. Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Penllyn, Vale of Glamorgan (14.11) 

The provisional valuer £80. The Committee viewed the pendant in light of this. It noted the items 
completeness but felt that its small size would prevent it from achieving the suggested figure in the 
market. The Committee recommended £50. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
43. *Medieval silver-gilt spoon knop from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T413,  Finds from 

Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner.  
 
44. Medieval silver strap mount from Thundridge, Hertfordshire (2014 T867, BH-712324) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150. The Committee examined the mount in light of this and 
found it to be a large and attractive item, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, 
recommended £150. Ware Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

45. Medieval silver-gilt ring from Llancarfan, Vale of Glamorgan (14.15) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this and felt 
that it was a pleasing example with a very typical 15th century design. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £600. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 

46. Medieval gold annular brooch from Berden, Essex (2014 T859, LON-8B523A) 



The provisional valuer suggested £1,500. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this. It 
noted that similar examples had come before it previously. For example a gold brooch complete 
with a sapphire from Chiddingstone, Kent (2012 T121; SUR-A704D2) was valued at £1,800. 
Taking this into consideration, in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £1,500. Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 
  
47. Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Selby area, North Yorkshire (2015 T235, YORYM-

96F498) 
The provisional valuer suggested £2,000. The Finder submitted comments regarding the 
provisional valuation, and compared the subject find to a gold reliquary cross from Winteringham, 
North Lincolnshire, sold at Sotheby’s in 1991. The Committee took this into consideration as it 
examined the reliquary pendant. It commented that the engraving was worn but attractive and 
interesting. With respect to the finder’s comparison to the Winteringham reliquary the Committee 
noted that it would be important to recognise that a gold example would attract much greater 
attention than one in silver. The Committee felt that it would benefit from a further expert opinion 
on the item and requested that the Secretariat commission a second provisional valuation, from 
Mark Bowis. The Committee will consider the item again when that valuation is received. 
Yorkshire Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval Artefacts 

 

48. *Post-Medieval incomplete silver bodkin from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T406, 

Finds from Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 

49. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Argoed, Carphilly (12.21) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee examined the dress hook in light of this and 
noted that the suggestion was consistent with the values of similar dress hooks seen by the 
Committee in the past. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 
£20. Winding House Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

50.Post-Medieval silver-gilt badge from Troed yr Aur, Ceredigion (09.11) 
The provisional valuer suggested £30. The Committee inspected the badge in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £30. Ceredigion Museum hopes to acquire. 
  
51. Post-Medieval silver-gilt pendant loop from Clanfield, Oxfordshire (2015 T340, BH-

106629) 
The provisional valuer suggested £30. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £30. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 
52. Post-Medieval silver-gilt ring fragment from Penllyn, Vale of Glamorgan (14.12) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee viewed the ring fragment in light of this and 
noted that it comprised less than 50% of a complete artefact. Despite the interest of the inscription 
the Committee felt that the suggested value was too high for such an incomplete piece. It 
recommended £30. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
53. Post-Medieval silver thimble from Moulsford, Oxfordshire (2014 T965, SUR-04A4EB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee inspected the thimble in light of this and 
noted that its surface was worn and that the suggested value as a slight overestimate. The 
Committee recommended £40. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
54. *Post-Medieval silver seal-matrix from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2013 T399, Finds from 

Woodbridge group) 

This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
55. Post-Medieval silver-gilt ring from Aber Valley, Caerphilly (13.09) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of these as it examined the ring. 
It explained to the Finder that since the item had been declared Treasure, title to it vested in the 
Crown and it would not be returned as long as a museum wished to acquire it. As for the valuation, 
the Committee felt that the example cited by the provisional valuer was less attractive than the ring 



from Aber Valley. Although the outside of the band was observed to be plain, the interior 
inscription was felt to be appealing. The Committee recommended £300. Winding House Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
56. *Post-Medieval gold puzzle ring from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2013 T771, Finds from 

Woodbridge group) 
This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 
57. Post-Medieval silver badge (fragmented) from Pentyrch, Cardiff (13.08) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600. The Committee viewed the badge in light of this and was 
impressed with the large size of the piece and its bold design. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £600. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
58. Post-Medieval gold ring from Henllys, Monmouthshire (13.17) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,800. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this, noting 
that some of the decorative enamel remained in place and that its wearability, once straightened, 
would appeal to the market. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £1,800. Pontypool Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
59. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from St. Just, Cornwall (2015 T131, CORN-661BAD) – 

2
nd

 viewing  
The provisional valuer suggested £800. The Finder had commented on this, and the Committee 
saw the ring at its meeting of 18th January 2016 and recommended £750. The Finder challenged the 
recommendation and supplied examples of posy rings sold recently at TimeLine Auctions. The 
Committee took account of this as it viewed the ring again. It thanked the finder for his submission 
but pointed out that while indeed some of the rings illustrated in the submission by the Finder 
achieved high prices, others were close to or below the recommended valuation of £750. Further, a 
search for ‘posy ring’ in the archived on the TimeLine Auction website produces results for a great 
number of rings that have been sold below the recommended value. Therefore the Committee 
reassured the Finder that it appreciated that some rings of this type can achieve figures higher than 
that recommended, but that many are also sold for less. Additionally, the Committee pointed out 
that the prices for the rings he referred to were inclusive of the buyer’s premium, which the 
Committee does not take into account as the market is determined by the hammer price only.  
 
Finding nothing further in the Finder’s submission to cause it to revise its recommendation, the 
Committee confirmed a recommendation of £750. Penlee Museum hopes to acquire. 
  
60. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Chaddesley Corbett, Worcestershire (2014 T664, 

WAW-0DC802) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £1200. The Committee saw the ring at its meeting of 2nd 
December 2015 and requested a second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer 
suggested £300. The Finder supplied comments on the discrepancy in the provisional valuations 
and the length of time the case had taken to reach this stage. The Committee took account of these 
as it considered the case. The Committee regretted that the case had taken so long to reach this 
stage of the process and agreed that it would be ideal for cases to be resolved more promptly, but 
acknowledged that the complete processing of a case through to payment of a reward requires the 
contribution of an assortment of individuals from various organisations (e.g. coroners, local 
museums, independent valuers) and it is not possible for the British Museum Treasure Department 
to insist that the work is completed within a specific time. It did however urge the Treasure 
Department to use its admittedly constrained resources to keep cases moving in a timely manner, 
and to monitor problems. 
 
As to the value, the Committee felt that while the first valuation was seen to be too high, with no 
concrete evidence to support it (thus necessitating a second valuation), the second valuation failed 
to fully appreciate the attraction of the ring. The Committee recommended £800. Worcestershire 
Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
61. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Tarrant Launceston, Dorset (2014 T520, DOR-

2334D9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3000. The Committee viewed the find at its meeting of 18th 
January 2016 and recommended £2500.  The finder challenged the recommended valuation and 
supplied evidence from recent TimeLine Auction sales. The Committee took this into 



consideration as it viewed the finger-ring again. It noted that the auction parallels provided by the 
Finder were for sales that had only just recently taken place, and the Committee pointed out that its 
recommendation would be based on the theoretical value as at the time of the finding of the ring 
(see Treasure Act Code of Practice, para. 66) so that the remarkable figures achieved by the 
Finder’s parallels could not be used to imply that the Tarrant Launceston ring was of similar value. 
Nonetheless, the Committee accepted that it needed to reconsider its earlier valuation and 
requested that the Secretariat commission a second provisional valuation, to aid in its deliberations. 
The Committee agreed to revisit the case when the second valuation is received. Dorset County 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Coins 

 

Iron Age Coins 

 

62. Iron Age silver coins (2) from Hotham, East Riding of Yorkshire (2015 T80, YORYM-

37E195) 
The provisional valuer suggested £130-200. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and, 
noting the damage, agreed with the lower end of the suggested valuation. The Committee 
recommended £130. East Riding Museum Services hopes to acquire. 
 
63. Iron Age gold coins (3) from Basildon West Berkshire (2015 T211, BERK-A92065) 
The provisional valuer suggested £950-1100. The Committee examined the coins in light of this 
and felt that the suggested valuation was accurate and well-supported. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,100. West Berkshire Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
64. Iron Age coin hoard (2) from Sellack, Herefordshire (2015 T435, HESH-AEC26C) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1600-2000. The finder submitted a private valuation from Lloyd 
Bennett. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the coins, firstly confirming for the 
finder that the provisional valuer had indeed seen the coins in person. However, the Committee 
disagreed with the provisional valuer’s view that the Sellack coins were ‘of notably less fine 
quality’ than those in the Cottam collection, and felt they were better than the valuer appreciated. 
The Committee noted that Mr Bennett’s email gave an auction estimate for the two coins at £2,700, 
and confirmed that it is the theoretical auction hammer price that the Committee equates to the 
market value. Taking all of the above into consideration, the Committee recommended £2,500. 
Herefordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
65. Iron Age gold (2), silver (1) and Roman silver (1) coins from Owlesbury, Hampshire (2013 

T896, HAMP-5E00E8) – 2
nd

 viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £3,510. The finder had supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation, and the Committee examined the coins at its meeting of 18th January 2016, where it 
requested clarification from the provisional valuer. The provisional valuer supplied further 
comments and the Finder replied to these, and supplied a private valuation from for 
£6,870 - £8,680.  
 
The Committee considered all of this as it viewed the coins. It observed that the provisional valuer, 
in his latest comments (received 24/1/16) had appeared to confuse the relative conditions of the 
gold quarter staters at the centre of the debate - the scare (‘A’ type) and rare (‘B’ type) coins - in so 
far as his email implied that the ‘B’ type coin was in relatively worse condition, when in fact the 
opposite is the case. 
 
The Committee felt that returning to the provisional valuer for further clarification might result in 
further confusion, and so asked the Secretariat to commission a second provisional valuation. It 
agreed to consider the case again when that is received.    
 
66. Iron Age gold stater of Climping Type from West Sussex (2013 T389, PAS-2B57CA) – 2

nd
 

viewing  
The provisional valuer suggested £1500-2000. The Committee saw the coin at its meeting of 2nd 
December 2015 and recommended £1,500, with the landowner receiving the usual 50% of the 
value as his share of the reward. The landowner challenged the allocation of the reward, and 
requested that he be paid 100% of the value, since the Finder had not declared the coin as required 
under the Treasure Act. The Committee reviewed the case at its meeting of 18th January 2016 and 



pointed out that the coin had only been declared because of the good will of a member of the 
antiquities trade who had come forward, and not through any actions of the finder or landowner. It 
therefore asked whether it was appropriate to pay any reward at all to the finder or landowner, 
since, as explained in paragraph 71 of the Treasure Act Code of Practice, ‘the paramount objective 
in the payment of ex gratia rewards for finds of treasure is to encourage the reporting of finds and 
to ensure there are adequate incentives to finders’. The DCMS advised that it considered it 
important to take account of paragraph 80 of the Treasure Act Code of Practice, which provides 
that in cases of wrongdoing by a finder, the landowner may be eligible for the balance of the 
reward, provided he was not party to the wrongdoing.  
 
The Committee considered this issue again, and observed that it was curious that when coins from 
the same site emerged in the trade in 2004 (treasure case 2004 T114), the landowner disassociated 
himself from the find on the basis that the coins were not provenance and therefore did not seek a 
reward, but has appeared to have reversed his position in so far as this find is concerned. 
Nonetheless the Committee acknowledged that there was no evidence that the landowner had been 
party to the failure of the finder to report the coin and agreed that he should be allocated 100% of 
the reward in this case. However, the Committee observed that the valuation it had previously 
recommended was based on a recent edition of Spink’s Coins of England. The Treasure Act Code 
of Practice paragraph 66 stipulates that the reward should be ‘as at the time of finding of the 
object’, which in this case, was thought to have been around the time of the discovery of the 
originally partially reported group in 2000 (see report for HM Coroner).  Therefore the Committee 
deferred making a recommendation at this meeting in order to allow it time to gather information 
about the valuations of the earlier coins from this group, so that the value recommended for the 
current coin is consistent with those. Littlehampton Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Roman Coins 

 

67. Roman silver fragmented pierced coin from Woodbridge area Suffolk (2014 T399, Finds 

from Woodbridge group) 
This case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the landowner. 
 

68. Roman coin hoard (78) from Holt, Dorset (2014 T835, DOR-5D3543) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee examined the coins hoard in light of this and 
in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £40. Dorset County Museum hopes to 
acquire.   
 

69. Roman coin hoard (4) from Charley, Leicestershire (2015 T457, LEIC-A67FAF) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this. It felt 
that the value of the denarius of Julius Caesar had been undervalued and that it could achieve £50 
on the market; therefore the Committee recommended £135 for the group. Leicestershire County 
Council Heritage Services hopes to acquire. 
 
70. Roman coin hoard (619) from Holt, Dorset (2014 T962, DOR-49090 – addenda to 2013 

T221) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-400. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 
felt that the suggested range was accurate, given the condition of the coins. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £360. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

71. Roman coins (selection) from South Petherton, Somerset (2013 T775, SOM-B7CA61) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500-600 for the group of coins that British Museum hoped to 
acquire and £180-220 for the coins that the South West Heritage Trust hoped to acquire. The 
Committee examined the two groups of coins in light of this. It commented that the suggested 
ranged were accurate for both groups, and recommended £550 for the coins that the British 
Museum wished to acquire and £200 for the coins that the South West Heritage Trust hoped to 
acquire. 
 
72. Roman coin hoard (91) from Wick, Vale of Glamorgan (14.27) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1400-1600. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this. It 
noted that the earlier examples in the hoard were more worn but that some of the later coins were 
well-preserved. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,500. 
National Museum Wales hopes to acquire.   
 



73. Roman coin hoard (1608) from Lymington area, Hampshire (2014 T287, HAMP-8C0F33) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-300 for the selection of one coin that the British Museum 
hoped to acquire and £6000-7000 for the selection that the St Barbe Museum hoped to acquire. The 
Committee examined the coins in light of this, observing that they were in much better condition 
than the group of coins of the same type from Holt, Dorset (2014 T962) that were seen at the same 
meeting. In particular, the Committee felt that the coin of Divus Victorinus was impressive, and the 
Committee agreed with the higher figure for £300 suggested for it. The Committee found good 
examples in the remainder of the hoard as well, such as the coins of Marius, and felt that the higher 
figure (£7,000) in the suggested range was justified. The Committee therefore recommended 
£7,300 for all of the coins. The British Museum and St Barbe Museum hope to acquire. 
 

74. Roman coin hoard (1857) & objects from Wold Newton, East Riding (2014 T645, DUR-

16C89F) 

The first provisional valuer suggested £35,000-40,000 for the coins; the second provisional valuer 
suggested £200 for the non-coin objects.  The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this. It noted 
that this was an unusual type of hoard, representing the largest hoard of coins of Diocletian. The 
Committee observed that the Diocletian coins from the London mint would be particularly 
attractive to collectors, as illustrated by the sale of the Lee Toone collection. The Committee felt 
that the valuer’s argument that this sale could not provide an accurate gauge of the outcome of a 
sale of much larger group led to a too cautious estimate for their worth, and it estimated that the 
436 London mint folles would average at £50 each rather than the £30 suggested, while the Trier 
coins were likely to fetch between £15-20 each rather than £10. Taken with the other coins, the 
Committee recommended a total of £44,000. It also felt that the pot, though damaged, was 
impressive, and agreed with the suggested figure of £200 for it. So the Committee recommended a 
combined total of £44,200.  York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 
 

Early Medieval Coins 

 

75. Early Medieval silver-gilt coin brooch from Puddletown, Dorset (2015 T47, DOR-

E3DFC6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £18. The Committee viewed the coin brooch in light of this and 
felt that a slight increase was required, and recommended £20. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes 
to acquire. 
 

76. Early Medieval silver-gilt coin brooch from Beenham, West Berkshire (2014 T21, BERK-

E472F3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £105. The Committee examined the coin brooch in light of this 
and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £105. Oxfordshire Museum Service 
hopes to acquire. 
 

Medieval Coins 

 

77. Medieval coin hoard (18) from Wymeswold, Leicestershire (2015 T179, LEIC-D9F14F) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-200. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and 
found the valuation to be accurate and in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £175. Leicestershire County Council Heritage Services hopes to acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval Coins 

 

78. Post-Medieval coin hoard (8) from Nether Winchenden, Buckinghamshire (2015 T142, 

BH-7487BD) 

The provisional valuer suggested £180-230. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and 
in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £205. It also agreed with the breakdown 
per finder, as suggested by the provisional valuer. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
79. Post-Medieval coin hoard (5) from Bridgenorth area, Shropshire (2014 T683, HESH-

607279) 
The provisional valuer suggested £250-350. The Finder submitted comments regarding the 
provisional valuation, which she felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it viewed 
the hoard. It thanked the finder for her letter but noted that it did not provide any evidence for the 
view that the coins should be valued at £400. The Committee felt in fact that the provisional 



valuation was an overestimate given the condition of the coins, and instead recommended for the 
coins for each finder, 

1. Ann Chadwick - £130 
2. Gwynne Chadwick - £50 
3. Sheila Scott £40 

  
for a total of £220. Shropshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
80. Post-Medieval coin hoard (7) from Coxhoe, County Durham (2015 T413, DUR-8F6A60) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-1200. The Committee examined the coin hoard in light of 
this and felt that the suggested range was accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £1,000. Durham University Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
81. Post-Medieval gold (4) and silver (1) coins from Loggerheads, Staffordshire (2014 T562, 

WMID-E19714) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3500-4000. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 
noted that most of the value in the hoard was contained in the gold coins, and that the expanded 
range for the group was accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £3,750. The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Norfolk cases 

 

82. Early Medieval silver-gilt pinhead from Congham, Norfolk (2015 T868, NMS-EB71AA)  
The provisional valuer suggested £300. The Committee viewed the pinhead in light of this and 
commented that the comparison cited was not very similar, and that the valuer had overestimated 
the appeal of the item. The Committee recommended £200. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 

83. Early Medieval silver-gilt artefact from near King’s Lynn, Norfolk (2015 T224, NMS-

816603)  
The provisional valuer suggested £600. The Committee examined the artefact in light of this and 
observed that although it displayed attractive workmanship, it did not have the attraction of being a 
complete item, and would always be regarded as a fragment were it to be sold on the market. It 
also noted that the parallel provided by the valuer was not a very close representation of the item 
under discussion. The Committee therefore felt that this had been overvalued, and recommended 
£200. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
84. Early Medieval silver strap-end from Deopham, Norfolk (2015 T190, NMS-9F1DB3) - 2

nd
 

viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £120. The Committee saw the strap end at its meeting of 2nd 
December 2015 and recommended £100. The Finder challenged the recommended valuations and 
submitted private valuation from TimeLine Auctions and Paul Murawski for £300 -£500. The 
Committee examined the strap end again and took account of this. It felt that there was some merit 
in the Finder’s submission and agreed that the value should be higher than originally 
recommended, though the suggestions of the private valuers were believed to be too high. The 
Committee noted that it had earlier valued a similar strap end from the Fakenham area, Norfolk 
(2010 T331; NMS-FE0C90) at £220 and felt that the current example was of equal appeal. 
Therefore the Committee recommended £220. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
85. Iron Age coin hoard (24) from North Norfolk area, Norfolk (2015 T501, NMS-DA0078) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10,000-10,500. The Committee examined the coins in light of 
this and noted that the Norfolk Wolf staters in particular are commercially attractive. In agreement 
with the lower figure suggested by the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £10,000. 
Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

86. Early Medieval silver pierced penny from Barwick, Norfolk (2014 T776, NMS-03F3CA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-70. The Committee examined the coin in light of this and 
observed that the suggestion seemed generous for an incomplete coin, but accepted that it was a 
rare example and would command a certain interest in the market. In agreement with the lower 
figure suggested, the Committee recommended £50. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 



87. Early Medieval coin hoard (3) from South Norfolk area, Norfolk (2014 T769, NMS-

88D191) 

The provisional valuer suggested £8000-10,000. The Committee examined the coins in light of 
this. It felt that the provisional valuation was accurate and backed-up by the evidence cited.  The 
Committee observed that the second and third coins would achieve figures towards the higher end 
of the range suggested by the valuer. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £9,500. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Any Other Business 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Portable Antiquities Scheme funding – The Committee requested that at the next meeting 
Michael Lewis update it on the future funding situation of the PAS. 

Provisional valuations - The Committee made several observations regarding provisional 
valuations, and asked the Secretariat to convey these requests to the valuers.  

- it would prefer it if provisional valuations could suggest a range of values (with 
approximately a 10% range), as with pre-auction estimates.  

- for object cases, and for cases involving coins with individual valuations of more than 
£500, if valuers are providing a parallel from the market, they should also supply a 
copy of the page from the catalogue or webpage. 

- if a valuer thinks that a find has no commercial value, he or she should simply state 
that in the report, and not speculate on a figure for ‘archaeological value’ or make a 
suggestion for a nominal reward. The Committee can do that itself. 

 

Next Meeting: 

Wednesday, 27 April 2016 in the East Residence Seminar Room at the British Museum 

 

 



 

Provisional valuations: 
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