
MINUTES          

 
 

Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 18
th

  January 2016 

 
The meeting was held in the Coins and Medals Study Room at the British Museum on Monday, 18th 
January 2016 at 11:00am.  
 
Present 

 
Committee              British Museum   Apologies 
Colin Renfrew (Chair)             Mafalda Raposo                            Carla Piper (DCMS) 
Harry Bain              Ian Richardson 
Jim Brown              Claudia Stedmond 
Marian Campbell              
Ian Carradice 
Peter Clayton 
Hetty Gleave 
Tim Pestell 
Chris Martin (observing) 

 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 2

nd
 December 2015 

The minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 

Item 2: Objects 
 
Bronze Age artefacts 
 
1. Bronze Age ingot fragments (7) from East Devon (2013 T196, DEV-ED41D1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee examined the ingot fragments in light of this 
and noted that although they were not aesthetically pleasing, the items were substantial. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £40. Royal Albert Memorial 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
2. Bronze Age hoard (42) from Godshill, Isle of Wight (2015 T64, IOW-622CD9) 
The provisional valuer suggested £65. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and noted 
that although most of the pieces were scrap metal, collectively they combined to make a large 
amount of metalwork. The interest in such a find was felt to be underappreciated by the provisional 
valuer, and the Committee recommended £200. Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 
 
3. Bronze Age gold strip from Ropley, Hampshire (2015 T586, HAMP-5A5729) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee took account of these as it examined the find. It noted that it had 
recently seen and valued other Bronze Age gold strips (including 2014 T39 and 2014 T63) and felt 
that the Ropley piece was more appealing than the valuer had allowed.  The Committee 
recommended £250. The Committee further explained, in answer to the finder’s query, that 
ownership of the item vested in the Crown and that as Hampshire Cultural Trust wished to acquire, 
the strip could not be returned to the finder. 
 
4. Bronze Age gold penannular ring from Calbourne, Isle of Wight (2014 T593, IOW-397547) 

Provisional valuer suggested £450. The Committee viewed the penannular ring in light of this and 
commented that the suggested value was appropriate for a ring of its size and light decorative 
surface patterning. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £450. 
Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 
 
Roman artefacts 
 
5. Roman gold rings (2) and silver buckle from Murlough, Co. Down (NI 14.03) – 2

nd
 viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £3,060. The finder and landowner had supplied comments 
on the find circumstances. The Committee examined the items at its meeting of 2nd December 2015 
and requested a second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer suggested £4,230. The 



finder supplied further comments on the find circumstances. The Committee examined the finds in 
light of these. It found the larger ring to be impressive and recommended £2,500 for it, £1000 for 
the smaller ring and £30 for the silver buckle, for a total of £3,530. 
 
The Committee also considered the matter of the find circumstances. Firstly it noted that the 
representative of the took the view that the discovery was not made on 

land, and the Committee therefore accepted that the find had come from land owned by the 
National Trust.  It was further noted that the National Trust has a policy of only allowing detecting 
on its properties under special Licence Agreements, which the finder in this case did not have. 
 
The had argued in its submission to the Committee that the Finder’s share of the 
reward should be abated. It pointed to other incidents of detecting on its land without permission, 
and explained the impossibility of creating a fixed line of demarcation between its land and that of 
others. The Committee appreciated this, but it pointed out that when fencing is erected in areas 
close to a boundary, as the explained it had been here for the purposes of containing 
grazing stock, it was not unreasonable for people to assume that this was indeed a boundary line. 
On this site, where the land owned by the borders land where metal detecting is 
much more commonly permitted, it was suggested that the may wish to consider 
means of better communicating its ownership and metal detecting policy.  
 
The Committee understood that the environmental effects on the beach and dunes meant that it 
may not have been a straightforward exercise for the finder to determine the boundary line. 
Nonetheless the Committee agreed that it was the finder’s responsibility to ensure that he was 
detecting on land where he had permission to do so, and the evidence suggested that had not 
happened in this instance. The Committee was therefore minded to recommend an abatement to the 
finder’s share of the reward. However, as the finder had otherwise acted responsibly in promptly 
reporting his find and reporting an accurate findspot, and as the Committee felt that the finder’s 
trespass was the result of an honest mistake rather than deliberate transgression, it recommended 
an abatement of 10% of the portion that would normally be allocated to the finder.  The finder 
would normally have been allocated 50% of £3,530 = £1,765, so a 10% reduction meant the 
Committee recommended £1,765 - £176.5 = £1,588.5 to the finder and the balance of £1,941.50 to 
the landowner. National Museums of Northern Ireland hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Early Medieval artefacts 
 

6. Early Medieval silver-gilt brooch fragment from Freshwater, Isle of Wight (2014 T811, 

IOW-C8EO77) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-50. The Committee examined the brooch fragment in light of 
this and commented that the provisional valuation adequately accounted for its appeal on the 
market. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £45. The British 
Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

7. Early Medieval gold pendant fragment from Stanstead Abbots, Hertfordshire (2014 T581, 

ESS-04A5EB) 
The provisional valuer suggested £60-80. The Committee inspected the pendant fragment in light 
of this and felt that the lower end of the suggested range was accurate. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £60. Ware Museum hopes to acquire. 
  
8. Early Medieval copper-alloy & silver strap-end from Soberton, Hampshire (2015 T399, 

HAMP-DC1AA4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-450. The Committee inspected the strap-end in light of this. 
It admired the design on one surface, but noted the extent of the corroded copper-alloy which it felt 
would limit the item’s appeal on the market. The Committee recommended £350. Hampshire 
Cultural Trust (Winchester Collections) hopes to acquire. 
 

9. Early Medieval gold & glass pendant from Calbourne, Isle of Wight (2014 T586, IOW-

05E330) 
The provisional valuer suggested £700-800. The Committee viewed the pendant in light of this. It 
took account of the incomplete state of the item and its later repair and felt that the lower end of the 
suggested range was accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £700. Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 



 
10. Early Medieval gold finger-ring from Little Munden, Hertfordshire (2015 T39, BH-

D15C9F) 
The provisional valuer suggested £850-950. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 
this. It pointed to a comparable incomplete example from Swaffham area, Norfolk (2011 T388; 
NMS-89B2B7) which it had valued at £900. The Committee felt that the Swaffham area example 
had better filigree decoration but was smaller and felt that this indicated that the upper end of the 
valuer’s suggested range was accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £950. Hertford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

11. Early Medieval gold and garnet buckle tongue from Cold Ashton, Gloucestershire (2014 

T694, GLO-51DC59) 

The provisional valuer suggested £7000-9000. The Committee viewed the buckle tongue in light of 
this. It noted that an earlier find from the same field, (2011 T235, SOM-DE9532) was thought 
likely to be part of the same ‘suite’ as the subject buckle tongue.  It felt that prudence required a 
second valuation and it asked the Secretariat to commission one, and agreed to consider the case 
again when the second valuation is received. Bristol Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

12. Early Medieval silver strap-end from Beoley, Worcestershire (2015 T172, WAW-CB4595) 

– 2
nd

 viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £250. The finder submitted comments which the Committee read 
and took into consideration as it examined the strap-end. The Committee noted that the strap-end 
was worn and felt that the provisional valuation accurately accounted for this, and was supported 
by relevant evidence of previous auction results. The finder mentioned that he had had the strap-
end valued at a coins and artefacts fair at the National Motor Cycle Museum, but without a written 
valuation, preferably containing rationale for the figure suggested, the Committee was not able to 
place any weight on the figure suggested. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £250. 
 
Medieval Artefacts 

 
13. *Medieval silver annular brooch from Whitby, North Yorkshire (2014 T647, SWYOR-

1957F3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 
noted that the valuer explained that this was within the general range for annular brooches of this 
type. The Committee was of the view that the general range for such brooches was slightly less, 
and that they were common items in Timeline Auctions. The Committee recommended £80. 
Whitby Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
14. Medieval silver-gilt annular brooch from Weston-on-Avon, Warwickshire (2014 T680, 

WAW-D42D94) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150. The finder submitted comments and a private valuation 
from Notaras Coins.  The Committee took account of this as it viewed the brooch. The Committee 
noted the small size and weight of the brooch and felt that provisional valuation was more accurate 
than the suggestion of the private valuation, which appeared to offer a retail price. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £150. Warwickshire Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
15. Medieval silver-gilt annular brooch from Bremhill, Wiltshire (2014 T444, LANCUM-

285905) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and 
noted that it was of good size and an interesting example, and in agreement with the provisional 
valuer, recommended £150. Wiltshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
16. Medieval silver finger-ring from Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire (14.08, NMGW-

02EBA6) 

Provisional valuer suggested £400. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this. In 
researching the example cited by the valuer, the Committee noted that the result of lot 1072 in 
Timeline’s Auction of 6 February 2014 was actually £230, not the £320 cited in the valuer’s report. 
The Committee suggested that the valuer had based his suggestion on this mis-quoted price, and 
felt that a lower figure was required. The ring was observed to be substantial and interesting but 
damaged. The Committee recommended £300. Haverfordwest Museum hopes to acquire. 



 
17. Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Aston, Cote, Shifford and Chimney parish, 

Oxfordshire (2014 T873, BH-745BC5)  
The provisional valuer suggested £400. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and 
noted that the parallels cited by the provisional valuer were in better condition. The subject ring 
was observed to be well-decorated but slightly distorted. The Committee recommended £350. 
Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
18. Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Carew, Pembrokeshire (15.09, NMGW-115DBC) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600-800. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 
this and found it to be substantial and wearable. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £700. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 
 
19. Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Selby area, North Yorkshire (2015 T235, YORYM-

96F498) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,000. The case was deferred to the following meeting at the 
request of the finder. York Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
20. Medieval gold emerald and ruby ring from Green Hammerton, North Yorkshire (2015 

T271, SWYOR-61ADFC) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15,000-20,000. The finder and landowner submitted comments 
with regards to the provisional valuation. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the ring, 
thanking the finder for his kind words. The Committee noted the parallel mentioned by the 
provisional valuer from Launde, Leicestershire (2013 T363, LEIC-734E08) which sold for £35,000 
(inclusive of buyer’s premium) in auction at Sotheby’s, and commented that this item had 
benefitted from the particular gemstones it contained and a generous finger-size. The Committee 
felt that the provisional valuer had suggested a fair price range for the Green Hammerton ring in 
relation to that achieved by the Launde ring, and commented that it was an attractive piece with an 
interesting inscription. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 
£18,000. Harrogate Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
21. Medieval gold mount from Thurleigh, Bedfordshire (2013 T876, BH-313738)- 4th viewing 
The first provisional valuer suggested £3500; the second provisional valuer suggested, £3000-
4000. The Committee had viewed the item three times previously, considered the finder’s earlier 
submissions, and at its meeting of 19th August 2015 recommended £4,500. The finder submitted 
further comments and a link to an article about a comparable item from Middleton, Warwickshire 
(2014 T713; WMID-BC01F1) valued by the Committee at £7,000.  The Committee took all of this 
into consideration as it examined the mount again. 
 
It confirmed that it was aware of the relative attraction of the Middleton piece to the Thurleigh 
mount, and explained that the Middleton piece was larger and almost twice the weight and featured 
a more attractive design with imagery that would appeal to the market.  The Committee felt that the 
relative valuations of £7,000 and £4,500 were fair. Finding nothing further in the finder’s 
submission or any of the earlier paperwork to cause it to depart from its previous recommendation, 
the Committee confirmed a recommendation of £4,500. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
22. Medieval gold (2) and silver (11) coins and Medieval gold finger ring from Bronington, 

Wrexham (14.01, NMGW-0BE038) – 2
nd

 viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £5,006 for the coins and £6,000 for the ring. The Museum 
and one of the Finders supplied comments. The Committee examined the coins and ring at its 
meeting of 15th October 2015, where it was in agreement with the suggested figure for the coins 
but requested a second valuation on the ring. The second provisional valuer suggested £30,000 for 
the ring, and the Museum and one of the Finders supplied further comments. 
 
The Committee took all of this into consideration as it viewed the material again.  It appreciated 
the large range in suggested values for the ring and understood that the museum found this 
disconcerting, and that it took the view that a third valuation of the ring would be helpful.  The 
Committee acknowledged that under the terms of the Code of Practice, the Museum was within its 
rights to commission its own valuation, and as the Museum’s letter implied that it would seek such 
a valuation, the Committee deferred making a recommendation until that is received. The 
Committee confirmed that the Secretariat can provide a list of the provisional valuers it consults to 



the Finder, as requested, in the event that he wishes to seek his own private valuation.  Wrexham 
Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

Post-Medieval Artefacts 

 

23. Post-Medieval silver-gilt object from Hinxworth, Hertfordshire (2014 T420, BH-0619BB) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee examined the object in light of this and felt 
that the comparisons suggested by the valuer were finer than this example and that although this 
was factored into the suggested value, the Committee felt the figure was slightly high.  It 
recommended £35. Ashwell Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
24. Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Sully, Vale of Glamorgan (13.19) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and 
felt that its incomplete state would hinder its appeal on the market. The Committee recommended 
£50. National Museum Wales hopes to acquire.  
 

25. Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Chiseldon, Wiltshire (2015 T66, WILT-0228F1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £75. The Committee inspected the seal matrix in light of this and 
found it to be an appealing object with a common motif. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £75. Swindon Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 

26. Post-Medieval incomplete silver bodkin from Hammoon, Dorset (2014 T497, DOR-

FC82EC) 

The provisional valuer suggested that the value would be under £100. The Committee examined 
the bodkin in light of this and commented that bodkins were common items of Treasure which had 
come before the Committee on many occasions in the past. This example was broken and did not 
have a maker’s mark, which might have enhanced its appeal.  The Committee recommended £40. 
Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
27. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Kidwelly, Carmarthenshire (14.13, NMGW-03238B) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500-700. The Finder has submitted images and comments on 
the provisional valuation, which he felt was too low.  The Committee took this into consideration 
as it viewed the finger-ring. It explained that there were many Post-Medieval gold finger-rings on 
the market and their values ranged significantly depending on their specific characteristics. 
Generally speaking, ‘posy’ rings with inscribed messages of love (most of the examples supplied 
by the Finder were of this type) have been observed to have more appeal on the market than 
mourning rings, a category into which the Kidwelly ring falls. However exceptions do occur, and 
one of the examples supplied by the finder was observed to be a mourning ring for a Sir Robert 
Cotton, who as a named, traceable individual gave added interest to the ring. The Committee 
further observed that the prices supplied in the source consulted by the finder were inclusive of 
buyer’s premium, whilst the Committee’s recommended values were based on auction hammer 
price (the above mentioned Sir Robert Cotton ring sold for £1,700 hammer price). Taking all of 
this into consideration, the Committee was in agreement with the higher figure suggested by the 
provisional valuer, and recommended £700. Carmarthen Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
28. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Chiseldon, Oxfordshire (2015 T84, WILT-15AAB2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this 
and observed that the ring was small but attractive, and only slightly damaged. In agreement with 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £600. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 

29. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from St. Just, Cornwall (2015 T131, CORN-661BAD)  

The provisional valuer suggested £800. The Finder submitted comments and the Committee took 
these into consideration as it inspected the finger-ring. It pointed out that the provisional valuation 
contained a small typographical error and that the lot referred to as an example should have been 
lot 718, and further, that the referenced ring failed to sell at auction. The Committee felt the 
suggested figure was slightly high, and recommended £750. Penlee Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

30. Post-Medieval gold seal matrix from Ruishton, Somerset (2014 T900, SOM-19831E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,500. The Finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took account of this as it examined the seal 
matrix. It agreed with the valuer’s observation on the rarity of gold seal matrices on the market and 



therefore considered as a comparison a Post-Medieval gold seal matrix from Oxford (2013 T74; 
BERK-8D66C3) that had been reported as Treasure and was acquired by the Ashmolean Museum 
for £1,750. The Oxford example was also in fine condition and featured a recognisable coat-of-
arms, but was smaller than the Ruishton matrix.  The Committee gave considerable weight to the 
expertise of the provisional valuer in this specialist field, but felt that the suggested value was too 
low, and recommended £3,500. Museum of Somerset hopes to acquire. 
 

31. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Tarrant Launceston, Dorset (2014 T520, DOR-

2334D9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,000. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this and 
noted that the provisional valuer had not suggested any parallels in the market. The Committee 
pointed to an example of a similar ring that it had valued from Duffield, Derbyshire (2004 T72; 
DENO-756EB2) at £2,500. The Committee felt that the Tarrant Launceston ring was of similar 
appeal and it recommended a figure of £2,500. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

32. Post-Medieval silver vervel from Princes Risborough, Buckinghamshire (2015 T216, BH-

D528FA) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,000. The finder submitted comments and the Committee took 
these into consideration as it viewed the vervel. The Committee noted that the prices cited by the 
provisional valuer were inclusive of the buyer’s premium, and that it used the auction hammer 
price as a guide for the market value of a find. Nonetheless, the Committee felt that there would be 
enough interest in the likely original owner of this vervel to justify the suggested amount, and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £3,000. Buckinghamshire County Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
 
33. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Quainton, Buckinghamshire (2015 T123, BUC-

31EAC2) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,000. The Finder submitted comments on this and the 
Committee viewed the finger-ring at its meeting of 2nd December 2015 and recommended £2,300. 
The Finder submitted a challenge to this valuation along with further comments. The Committee 
read the material supplied by the finder and examined the ring again. It appreciated the efforts that 
the Finder had undertaken to demonstrate the rarity of rings of this type, the significance of the 
person associated with it, and the interest in the ring’s provenance, however the Committee took 
the view that these factors were accounted for in the previously recommended figure. The 
Committee confirmed a valuation of £2,300. 
 

34. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Mardon, Durham (2014 T294, DUR-0883E3) - 3
rd

 

viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £200-300. The Finder had submitted comments and 
valuations from Les Enluminures and Wartski. The Committee had seen the ring at its meeting of 
20th May 2015 and requested a second provisional valuation.  The second provisional valuer 
suggested £500. The Finder submitted further comments on the second provisional valuation, and 
the Committee considered these at its meeting of 15th October 2015, where it recommended a 
figure of £500. 
 
The Finder submitted a challenge to this valuation, and the Committee took account of this and all 
the previous material as it examined the ring again. The Committee understood that a 
representative of Wartski had now seen the item in person and maintained a recommended figure 
of £1,250.  The Committee was surprised by this suggested figure.  It noted that there was little 
rationale provided for the suggested figure, and was initially reluctant to place much faith in it, 
however, as it appeared to be a definite offer from a recognised buyer who had inspected the item 
personally and who saw the potential for making it complete and more saleable, the Committee 
increased its recommended valuation to £1,000.  This was felt to take reasonable account of not 
only the Wartski valuation but also those provided by the provisional valuers. Auckland Castle 
Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Coins 

 

Iron Age Coins 

 



35. Iron Age gold stater from Upham, Hampshire (2015 T15, HAMP-D53653) 

The provisional valuer suggested £180. The Committee examined the coin in light of this and 
found the suggested value to be accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £180. Hampshire Cultural trust (Winchester Collections) hopes to acquire. 
 
36. Iron Age gold (2), silver (1) and Roman silver (1) coins from Owlesbury, Hampshire (2013 

T896, HAMP-5E00E8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3,510. The Finder submitted comments on this, and the 
Committee took these into consideration as it viewed the coins. The Committee noted that the 
provisional valuation did not appear to discriminate between the ‘A’ and ‘B’ variants of the quarter 
staters and that the example cited by the valuer, (Lot 124 from Spink’s auction of 2/12/15) was for 
the less rare ‘A’ variant.  The Committee asked the Secretariat to liaise with the provisional valuer 
for clarification on this point and whether the valuer had factored the rarity of the ‘B’ type into his 
suggestion, and agreed to reconsider the case once this information is received. Hampshire Cultural 
Trust (Winchester Collections) hopes to acquire. 
 
 
37. Iron Age gold stater of Climping Type from West Sussex (2013 T389, PAS-2B57CA) – 2

nd
 

viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1500-2000, and the Committee viewed the stater at its meeting 
of 2nd December 2015. It had recommended a value of £1,500, with no money allocated to a Finder 
(as the Finder is unknown) and the Landowner receiving the usual 50% as a reward. The 
Landowner challenged this recommendation and requested that the entirety of the value be paid to 
him as a reward, referencing paragraphs 79 and 80 of the Treasure Act Code of Practice. 
 
The Committee considered the matter again. It acknowledged that it had previously been of the 
view that since it was highly probable that the coin came from land, it would 
recommend that 50% of the value be paid to him as the Landowner as a reward, according to the 
usual allocation. On reviewing the case, the Committee considered again the objectives of paying 
rewards, which according to paragraph 71 of the Treasure Act Code of Practice which are ‘to 
encourage the reporting of finds and to ensure that there are adequate incentives to finders while at 
the same time discouraging wrong behaviour’.  Since this coin was not reported through the actions 
of the Finder or the Landowner, but through a dealer who, having purchased the coin, reported it to 
the British Museum, the Committee was potentially minded to take the view that no reward needed 
to be paid. The Committee felt that it required clarification from the DCMS as to whether this was 
a legitimate recommendation to make. Therefore the Committee deferred from making a 
recommendation until advice is received from the DCMS.  
 
Littlehampton Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
NB – The Secretariat was also advised to share with the DCMS the outcome in the previous cases 
from the same site. 
 
 
Roman Coins 

 

38. Roman copper-alloy coin hoard (7) from Droxfield, Hampshire (2014 T114, HAMP-

4BA1D0) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15. The Committee examined the coin hoard in light of this and 
in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £15. Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to 
acquire. 
 
39. Roman silver coin hoard (6) from Sherwood, Kent (2015 T135, KENT-70B424) 
The provisional valuer suggested £44. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and felt 
that two of the coins had been undervalued for the condition that they are in. The Committee 
recommended a value of £25 for the coin of Domitian and £50 for the coin of Marcus Aurelius. In 
total, the recommended valuation was £94. Tunbridge Wells Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
40. Roman silver coin hoard (7) from Little Smeaton, North Yorkshire (2014 T975, SWYOR-

309C12) 



The provisional valuer suggested £270. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and found 
the suggested figure to be accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £270. Doncaster Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

 

 

Norfolk cases 

 

41. Early Medieval silver strap-end from Thetford, Norfolk (2015 T87, WILT-88A4AB) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1200-1500. The Committee examined the strap-end in light of 
this and observed that it was about a third larger than the typical examples seen on the market, with 
attractive zoomorphic decoration and the retention of most of the original niello. It noted that the 
first comparison cited by the valuer was slightly smaller but felt that this had been appreciated by 
the valuer. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,350. The 
British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

Any Other Business 

Disappointment with valuations – At the meeting with the provisional valuers in December 2015, 
it was observed that many interested parties are disappointed with the provisional and 
recommended valuations for their finds, but there was a feeling that a better understanding of the 
nature of valuations and the expense of having items valued privately might lead to a better 
appreciation of the figure that is eventually established. The Committee was reminded that some 
information to this effect is made available to finder and landowners, but thought it would be 
worthwhile to examine the letters sent to interested parties to consider whether they could be 
improved on.  These letters were included in the papers for the meeting, along with a flow-chart 
explaining the valuation process which is always sent to Finders and Landowners. Committee 
members were also invited to visit the Portable Antiquities website Treasure page: 
https://finds.org.uk/treasure to which interested parties are routinely referred for more information. 
The Committee resolved to examine these items outside of the meeting and to forward any advice 
for revision to the Secretariat.  

Departure of Ian Carradice and Peter Clayton – 

This was the last meeting of Ian Carradice and Peter Clayton. Ian had served on the Committee for 
8 years, and Peter for 10. The Committee acknowledged that their invaluable contributions would 
be much missed, and it thanked them for the many years of helpful service. 

The DCMS has announced that their successors will be Roger Bland and Chris Martin, whose 
terms will begin at the next meeting. Chris was welcomed at this meeting as an observer.  

 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 9th March 2016, in the East Residence Seminar 
Room. 

 

 

https://finds.org.uk/treasure


Provisional valuations: 
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