
MINUTES 

 

Minutes of the Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 15
th

 October 2015 
 
The meeting was held in the Binyon Room at the British Museum on Thursday, 15th October 2015 at 
11:00 am. 
 
Present 
 
Committee                                British Museum                     DCMS                         Apologies 
Ian Carradice (Chair)         Gail Hammond  Mark Caldon          Colin Renfrew 
Harry Bain                                Janina Parol  Carla Piper          Marian Campbell 
Jim Brown           Ian Richardson 
Peter Clayton 
Hetty Gleave 
Tim Pestell 
 
 

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 19
th

 August 2015 

 
Accepted as a true record of the meeting. 
 
Item 2: Objects 

 
Bronze Age artefacts 
 

1. Bronze Age gold bead from Lenborough, Buckinghamshire (2014 T472, BUC-4F6F59) 
The provisional valuer suggested £150-£170. The Committee inspected the bead in light of this, 
and noticing its very small size, felt that it would not achieve the suggested figure in an auction.  
The Committee recommended £100. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
2. Late Bronze Age gold lock ring from Rossett, Wrexham (13.06, LVPL-5DFE32)  
The provisional valuer suggested £4000-£6000. The acquiring museum submitted comments on the 
provisional valuation, which it felt to be too high.  The Committee took this into account as it 
viewed the lock ring, which it also examined alongside another lock ring, in better condition, from 
the same site (12.16). The Committee felt that it would benefit from having another provisional 
valuation, and asked the Secretariat to commission one.  This item will be considered at the next 
available meeting after that valuation is received. Wrexham Museum hopes to acquire. 

  
 
3. Late Bronze Age gold lock ring from Rossett, Wrexham (12.16, LVPL-5DFE32)  

Provisional valuer suggested £6000-8000. The acquiring museum submitted comments on the 
provisional valuation, which it felt to be too high.  The Committee took this into account as it 
viewed the lock ring, which it also examined alongside another lock ring, in worse condition, from 
the same site (13.06). The Committee felt that it would benefit from having another provisional 
valuation, and asked the Secretariat to commission one.  This item will be considered at the next 
available meeting after that valuation is received. Wrexham Museum hopes to acquire. 

 
 

 

Roman artefacts 

 

4. Roman silver finger-ring from Lichfield area, Staffordshire (2014 T737, WMID-BD943E) 
The provisional valuer suggested £15. The Committee inspected the finger-ring fragment in light 
of this and agreed that the suggested value adequately accounted for the condition of the piece. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £15. The Potteries Museum & 
Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
5. Roman silver finger-ring from Coddington, Nottinghamshire (2014 T851, SWYOR-

44888C) 
The provisional valuer suggested £380-£450. The Committee examined the ring in light of this. It 
noted the ‘ToT’ inscription and agreed that this would add to the ring’s appeal in a sale. As a 



complete example, it was felt to be worth many times that of a fragmentary ‘ToT’ ring that the 
Committee has also seen at the same meeting (2014 T737, WMID-BD943E) for which it had 
recommended £15.  However, based on the comparanda provided by the provisional valuer and 
similar rings valued by the Committee itself, the suggested range was believed to be slightly high, 
and the Committee recommended £350. Newark Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
6. Roman silver bracelets from Chelmsford district area, Essex (2014 T693, ESS-3FFB8A) - 

2nd viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £100. The Finder submitted comments on this. The Committee 
had seen the bracelets at its meeting of 8th July 2015 and recommended £100. The Finder 
challenged the valuation, which he felt to be too low. The Committee examined the bracelets again 
and considered the Finder’s challenge. It explained that the examples supplied earlier by the Finder 
from ‘Antiquities Online’ were for objects offered at retail prices (not auction hammer prices), and 
so they were higher than the market price. The Committee drew on its own experience of having 
viewed similar artefacts at coin and antiquities fairs, and felt that £100 was a fair value for both 
bracelets, given their very thin profile and plain detail.  The Committee further commented that the 
fact of them having been found as a pair contributed little additional commercial attraction. 
Finding nothing in the Finder’s submission to cause it to amend its earlier valuation, the 
Committee confirmed a recommendation of £100. Chelmsford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 

Early Medieval artefacts 
 

7. Early Medieval silver rod from Norton, South Yorkshire (2014 T446, SWYOR-297E95) 
The provisional valuer suggested £20-£30. The Committee viewed the item in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, suggested £30. Doncaster Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
8. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from ‘Chelmsford district area’, Essex (2014 T582, ESS-

04C5D6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £60-£80. The Committee viewed the hooked tag in light of this 
and, noticing its small size, felt that a figure at the low end of the range was accurate. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £60. Colchester & Ipswich Museums 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 

9. Early Medieval copper-alloy strap-end with silver rivets from Rugby area, Warwickshire 

(2013 T797, WMID-D4D9F2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-350. The Committee examined the strap-end in light of this 
and commented that it was an interesting piece, however the suggested value was felt to be too 
high, given that it was composed primarily of ungilded copper-alloy and had suffered some 
damage. The Committee explained that it had seen similar examples, in silver, offered for sale 
from vendors such as Timeline Originals for a smaller amount. The Committee recommended 
£200. Warwickshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
10. Medieval gold finger-ring from Langham, Essex (2014 T697, ESS-405CEC) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this and felt 
that the suggested figure was accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £400. Colchester & Ipswich Museums Service hopes to acquire. 
 
11. Early Medieval silver-gilt terminal from Croydon Parish area, Cambridgeshire (2014 

T449, CAM-511D9F) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1000-£1500. The Committee viewed the terminal in light of this 
and questioned the relevance of several of the parallels suggested by the valuer.  The Committee 
felt that more similar items had been seen in the market, but decided that before recommending a 
valuation, it would be beneficial to have a second provisional valuation for the terminal. The 
Committee agreed to consider the case again when the second valuation is received. The Museum 
of Archaeology & Anthropology, Cambridge, hopes to acquire. 
 

  
 
 
12. Early Medieval silver hoard from ‘West Coast area’, Cumbria (2014 T518, LANCUM-

FA14C8) 



The provisional valuer suggested £1200-£1600. The Committee examined the hoard in light of 
this.  It explained that over the years it had seen a number of Early Medieval ingots of similar 
appeal and it had tried to establish consistent valuations for them based on their weight and silver 
content, but that these had fluctuated somewhat to take account of the suggestions of provisional 
valuers.  Similarly, as evidenced by the example of auction results cited by the provisional valuer 
in this case, the figures achieved by ingots in the open market have been inconsistent, with one 
achieving a figure equivalent to £1 per gram (Fig.2) and another estimated at £6- £8 per gram 
(though unsold - Fig.1). The valuer’s Fig.5 was felt to be a useful example of a sale of a collection 
of a similar group of material; those 12 items achieved a figure of £1,200 and it was observed that 
the West Coast area Hoard numbered 20 in total, and contained several pieces of more interest, 
being the fragments of arm rings.   
 
Taking all of this into account, and drawing on its previous experience in valuing Early Medieval 
silver ingots and hacksilver, the Committee recommended £2,500. The Beacon Museum hopes to 
acquire.  
 
13. Early Medieval gold coin pendant from Matching area, Essex (2013 T571, ESS-881CD6) -

2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £105, and the Committee saw the pendant at its meeting of  8th 
July 2015 and recommended £105. The Finder challenged the recommended valuation, which he 
felt to be too low.  The Committee took this into consideration as it viewed the pendant again.  It 
thanked the Finder for his letter and confirmed that the object was being valued as a pendant. The 
Committee explained that the pendant’s central design element was a coin, and that therefore the 
appeal of the coin and its condition were influential on the desirability of the pendant as a whole. 
The poor condition of the pendant would limit its appeal to collectors of jewellery, and it was felt 
that it was the numismatic element which contributed the most value.  This, it was felt, had been 
adequately assessed by the provisional valuer.  Finding nothing further in the Finder’s letter to 
cause it to adjust its previous recommendation, the Committee recommended £105. Epping Forest 
District Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
The Committee further clarified that the valuation was a recommendation made by it, a non-
departmental public body, for the Secretary of State. Neither the British Museum nor Coroners 
recommend values for items of Treasure, as the Finder implied in his letter. 
 
14. Early Medieval gold sword pommel from Canons Ashby, Northamptonshire (2014 T47, 

LON-F73775) – 2
nd

 viewing  
The first provisional valuer suggested £2500-£3500; the Finder had supplied a private valuation 
from Duke’s Auctioneers of £5000-£10,000. The Committee had seen the sword pommel at its 
meeting of 19th August 2015 and requested a second provisional valuation; the second provisional 
valuer suggested £4500. The Committee took all of this into account as it examined the pommel 
again. The examples cited by the second provisional valuer were felt to provide a useful context, 
and additionally the Committee referred to a gold pommel cap of similar style that it had valued 
earlier, from Marston Maisey, Wilshire (2010 T564; WILT-B5EE27; £7,000) which was complete, 
though damaged, and heavier. After discussion, the Committee found itself in agreement with the 
top of the range suggested by the first valuer, and recommended £3500. Canons Ashby House 
(National Trust) hopes to acquire. 
 
 
15. Early Medieval silver-gilt mount from Market Weighton, East Riding of Yorkshire (2014 

T886, YORYM-C6C515) – 2
nd

 viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £6,500-£8,500. The Committee saw the mount at its meeting 
of 19th August 2015, and requested a second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer 
suggested £5,000.  The finder submitted comments on the provisional valuations. The Committee 
took account of these as it viewed the mount and remarked on the interesting design of the piece, 
which it felt would appeal to collectors.  The Committee felt that the examples provided by the first 
valuer were not close comparisons.  In agreement with the second provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £5,000. Hull & East Riding Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
 

Medieval Artefacts 

 

16. Medieval silver finger-ring fragment from Tamworth area, Staffordshire (2015 T14, 



WMID-D4CD51) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20.  The Committee viewed the item in light of this and felt that 
it would struggle to garner interest if offered for sale in the open market. The Committee 
recommended £15. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell left the room] 

 

17. Medieval silver brooch from Grimston, Norfolk (2015 T189, NMS-48A2FD) 
The provisional valuer suggested £45. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 
noticed that it was of a fairly typical type. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £45. Kings Lynn Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
[Tim Pestell returned to the room] 

 
18. Medieval silver piedfort from Filkins area, Oxfordshire (2015 T49, WILT-158D62) 

The provisional valuer suggested £515. The Finder submitted comments with regards to the 
provisional valuation, which he felt was too low. The Committee took this into consideration as it 
viewed the piedfort.  It thanked the Finder for his e-mail and observed that of the examples pointed 
by him, the first (2008 T388, valued at £1,250) was in better condition than the subject piece, while 
the third (2007 T339, valued at £1,800) was for a later piedfort, affiliated with an English king 
(albeit as Duke of Acquitaine), and so not a useful comparison. The second (2010 T107, valued at 
£800) and the fourth (2012 T740, £450) were felt to be closer comparisons to the subject piedfort, 
whose condition was believed to a limiting factor in its appeal.  In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £515. Oxfordshire Museums Service hopes to acquire. 
 

 

Post-Medieval Artefacts 

 

19. Post-Medieval silver button from Rugeley, Staffordshire (2015 T359, WMID-B44518) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee examined the button in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, suggested £10. Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to 
acquire. 
 
20. Post-Medieval silver cufflink from Rugeley area, Staffordshire (2014 T569, WMID-

DF40D5) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15. The Committee viewed the cufflink in light of this and felt 
that the engraving contributed more appeal to the item than accounted for in the suggested value, 
and recommended £20. Potteries Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell left the room] 

 

21. Post-Medieval silver gilt coin pendant from Bagthorpe with Barmer, Norfolk (2014 T477, 

NMS-67D827) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25. The Committee inspected the pendant in light of this and, 
noticing the presence of gilding, agreed with the provisional valuer’s assessment of the piece. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £25. Kings Lynn Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell returned to the room] 

 
22. Post-Medieval silver bodkin from Whitchurch, Buckinghamshire (2015 T161, SUR-

997F8C) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25. The Committee examined the bodkin in light of this, and 
observed that it had valued many similar artefacts of this type. In an effort to remain consistent 
with its earlier valuations, the Committee recommended £35. Buckinghamshire County Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
23. Post-Medieval silver buckle from Burghwallis, Doncaster (2014 T467, SWYOR-D53496) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee viewed the buckle in light of this and 
acknowledged that the hallmarks could be seen to enhance the appeal of the piece. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £40. Doncaster Museum hopes to 
acquire. 



 

 

24. Post-Medieval silver dress hooks (2) from Handsacre area, Staffordshire (2014 T565, 

WMID-48E9A2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee examined the dress hooks in light of this 
and noted that they were both incomplete examples, but nonetheless found their presence as a pair 
to be interesting, and recommended £60. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
25. Post-Medieval silver lace tag from Haddenham, Buckinghamshire (2014 T902, BH-

1C2626) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee inspected the lace tag in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £60. Buckinghamshire Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
26. Post-Medieval silver whistle from Yarcombe, Devon (2014 T376, DEV-FA7128) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee viewed the whistle in light of this. Taking 
account of the damage suffered by the whistle, in agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £60. All Hallows Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

27. Post-Medieval silver book fitting from Aylesbury Vale, Buckinghamshire (2013 T938, 

ESS-9C21F5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee examined the fitting in light of this and 
agreed that it might command a niche interest in the market. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £60. Buckinghamshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

28. Post-Medieval silver dress pin from Maldon District area, Essex (2014 T940, ESS-

9CC3F6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £90. The Committee inspected the dress pin in light of this and 
noted that although the shaft was broken, it still represented and impressive, if fairly common 
piece. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £90. Colchester & 
Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
29. Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Pontefract, West Yorkshire (2013 T595, SWYOR-

435884) 
The provisional valuer suggested £150. The Committee viewed the seal matrix in light of this. It 
found the provisional valuation to be thoroughly researched and well-supported, and in agreement 
with the valuer, recommended £150. Wakefield Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
30. Post-Medieval silver gilt finger-ring from Long Crendon, Buckinghamshire (2015 T166, 

BH-5C4EAE) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this 
and commented that the ring was of good size, but plain and cracked.  It was compared to a ring 
from Chilton, Buckinghamshire (2009 T757; BUC-F613F1) that the Committee had valued in the 
past at £150, and which was slightly smaller. Taking all of this into account, the Committee 
recommended £200. Buckinghamshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

31. Post-Medieval silver vervel from South Colchester area, Essex (2014 T174, ESS-728703) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400. The Committee viewed the vervel in light of this and noted 
that although it was small in size, it was an appealing find. The inscription could not be linked to a 
particular individual, but it was attributable to a local place and that contributed to its attraction.  
The Committee recommended £450. Colchester & Ipswich Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
32. Post-Medieval silver vervel from Stourport-on-Severn area, Worcestershire (2014 T563, 

WMID-F362CD) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800. The Committee examined the vervel in light of this and 
commented on the collectible nature of these items, and of this piece in particular, which featured a 
miniature shield. The Committee felt the suggested value was slightly low, and recommended 
£900. Worcestershire Museums hopes to acquire.  
 



33. Post-medieval silver cufflink element from Eccleshall, Staffordshire (2015 T242, WMID-

D4418D) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Finder submitted comments with regards to the 
provisional valuation, which he felt to be too low. The Committee took account of these as it 
viewed the cufflink element, and acknowledged the comparison provided by the Finder (2012 T13, 
WMID-6E0A37, valued at £70) and drew attention to several more, including 2007 T638 (ESS-
9A8C94, valued at £40), 2008 T775 (NLM-B7ED56, valued at £15) which were both in poorer 
condition than the piece in question. Taking these into account, as well as the fact that under the 
Treasure Act artefacts of this type were becoming increasingly common, the Committee 
recommended £60. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
34. Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Loversall, Doncaster (2015 T181, YORYM-

EBB123) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250. The acquiring Museum submitted comments with regards 
to the provisional valuation, which it felt to be too high.  The Committee took this into 
consideration as it viewed the seal matrix. It appreciated the point made by the museum about the 
comparable items cited by the provisional valuer and sold at Timeline Auctions, but it agreed that 
the Loversall matrix was worth more than those owing to its large size and condition.  The 
Committee felt that this was also consistent with its past valuations for matrices of this period, for 
instance 2009 T694 (BH-1492D3) which was half the weight of the Loversall piece and valued at 
£225. The Committee felt that the matrix had enough appeal to achieve the suggested price in an 
auction, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £250. Doncaster Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
 
35. Post-Medieval silver bell from Totton & Eling, Hampshire (2014 T542, HAMP-B6F6D9)- 

2
nd

 viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £5. The Committee viewed the item at its meeting of 19th August 
2015 and recommended £10. The Finder challenged the recommended value, which he felt to be 
too low.  The Committee considered this as it examined the bell again. It pointed out to the Finder 
that the term ‘Treasure’ in this context is a legal definition based on the age and chemical 
composition of an artefact, and does not carry with it any assumptions about potential monetary 
worth. The Finder mentioned that there were several other bells, of different styles and shapes, that 
had been reported to the PAS and which were worth more than the Committee had recommended 
for this example, but without any specific details the Committee could not give much weight to this 
point.  It did however confirm that the previously recommended value was felt to be appropriate 
for a piece of this type in poor condition. Finding nothing further in the Finder’s submission to 
cause it to depart from its previous recommendation, the Committee recommended £10. The 
Hampshire Cultural Trust hopes to acquire. 
 

36. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Canons Ashby, Northamptonshire (2014 T485, BH-

A7461E) – 2
nd

 viewing  
The provisional valuer suggested £1000. The Committee saw the finger-ring at its meeting of 8th 
July 2015 and recommended £1,200, after reviewing evidence and a private valuation submitted by 
the Finder.  The Finder and Landowner submitted a challenge to the recommended value, and the 
landowner provided comparisons from a Sotheby’s auction on 9th July 2015.  The Committee 
examined the finger-ring again in light of this and noted that two of the rings cited by the 
landowner were dissimilar and not comparable (the Launde diamond ring and the iconographic 
ring of St Christopher) and that the third ring, lot 112, was felt to have achieved a high figure 
because of its excellent condition and identification with a particular family (Pigot). The 
Committee remained more convinced by the arguments put forth in the provisional valuation, and 
confirmed a recommendation of £1,200. Canons Ashby House (National Trust) hopes to acquire.  
 
37. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Mardon, Durham (2014 T294, DUR-0883E3)- 2

nd
 

viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £200-300. The Finder had submitted comments and 
valuations from Les Enluminures and Wartski. The Committee had seen the ring at its meeting of 
20th May 2015 and requested a second provisional valuation.  The second provisional valuer 
suggested £500. The Finder submitted further comments on the second provisional valuation, 
which he felt to be too low. The Committee took account of all of this as it viewed the ring again. 
It was appreciated that the two private valuations were much higher than those commissioned by 
the Committee, however these two valuations provided no supporting evidence to justify their 



figures, and the valuers had not seen the ring in person. The first provisional valuer had supplied a 
close example from the market, and both he and the second provisional valuer had visited the 
British Museum to see the ring.  
 
The finder had further directed attention to the shop Berganza, of Hatton Garden, which sells Post-
Medieval posy rings. The Committee pointed out that this is a retail business and the prices 
suggested for the rings on its website are greater than the theoretical auction hammer price of such 
items. The Committee felt that there was substantial evidence from the auction market which 
indicated that the provisional valuations were closer to the true value, and cited as an example lot 
1340 from the Timeline Auction of 21st June 2013, which was a slightly smaller ring featuring 
similar decoration on the exterior of its band, and which sold for £340. In agreement with the 
second provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £500. Auckland Castle Trust hopes to 
acquire. 
 
 
Item 3: Coins 

 

Iron Age Coins 

 

38. Iron Age gold coin hoard (8) from Sulhampstead, Berkshire (2013 T640, BERK-132E61) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3145. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light of this, and 
commented that the provisional valuation was well-argued. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £3,145. West Berkshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

39. Iron Age gold staters (5) from Milton under Wycgwood, Oxfordshire (2013 T874, BH-

304361) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1500. The finders had supplied comments and a private 
valuation from Duke’s Auctioneers for £1,800 - £2,000.  The Committee had seen the coins at its 
meeting of 8th July 2015 and recommended £1,600.  Two of the finders challenged the 
recommended valuation. The Committee took account of all of this as it viewed the coins again. It 
thanked the finders for their submissions, but explained that the two examples provided were for 
retail prices, which are greater than auction hammer prices, which are what the Committee strives 
to match in its recommendations. The Committee was aware that in the TimeLine Auction sale of 
12th September 2015, lot 2584 was for a similar coin in VF condition, which sold for £380. The 
Committee found this to be a useful comparison, and for coins 1 and 2 of this hoard, it 
recommended a figure of £380 each, while coins 3 – 5 had their valuations increased to £330 each.  
This brought the overall valuation to a total of £1,750. Oxfordshire Museums Service hopes to 
acquire. 
 
 

Roman Coins 

 

40. Roman copper-alloy coins (33) from Tamworth, Staffordshire (2014 T784, WMID-778A93) 

The provisional valuer suggested £48. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and found 
the valuer’s suggestion to be accurate, for both the entire group and the individual coins. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £48. The Potteries Museum & 
Art Gallery hopes to acquire.  
 
41. Roman silver coins (5) and lead vessel from Acton, Cheshire (2014 T966, LVPL-15E376) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100. The Committee inspected the coins and vessel in light of 
this and found the suggested price to be accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £100. Nantwich Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
42. Roman coin hoard (14) from Hopwas area, Staffordshire (2014 T963, WMID-01F18E) 

The provisional valuer suggested £133. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light of this and 
commented that the assessment was accurate for both the entire group and the lots discovered by 
each finder.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £133. The 
Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
43. Roman copper-alloy coin hoard (518) from Leominster, Herefordshire (2013 T492, 

HESH-91B963) 



The provisional valuer suggested £1902. The Committee examined the coin hoard in light of this 
and expressed the view that the valuer had provided a thorough and well-argued report. After 
detailed discussion the Committee found no reason to depart from the suggested value and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,902. Leominster Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
 

44. Roman coin hoard (752) and vessel from Wareham St Martin, Dorset (2013 T822, DOR-

202CF7) – 2
nd

 viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £1046+ £50 (pot). The Committee had seen the coins at its 
meeting of 8th July 2015 and recommended £1071 for the coins and £50 for the pot.  One of the 
Finders challenged the valuation, which he felt to be too low.  The Committee examined the coins 
again and took account of this. It thanked the Finder for his letter, and explained that its 
recommendation took into consideration the condition of the coins and accounted for their 
potential after professional conservation. Finding nothing further in the Finder’s submission to 
cause it to depart from its previous recommendation, the Committee confirmed a recommendation 
of £1121. Of the value of the coins, £5 was attributed to the two coins found by the second finder. 
Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

 

Medieval coins: 
 
45. Medieval gold coin (1) and silver (14) coins from Bronington, Wrexham (13.23, NMGW-

0CD272) 
The provisional valuer suggested £3339. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and 
found it to be very precise and well supported with recent auction precedents. In agreement with 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £3,339. Wrexham Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
 

46. Medieval gold (2) and silver (11) coins and Medieval gold finger ring from Bronington, 

Wrexham (14.01, NMGW-0BE038) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5,006 for the coins and £6,000 for the objects. The Finder 
submitted comments on the provisional valuation, and the Museum submitted a response to those, 
which the Finder replied to in turn. The Committee took all of these submissions into account as it 
viewed the coins and finger ring.  It found the valuation for the coins to be precise and well-
researched, and agreed with the valuer’s suggested figure.  As for the ring, the Committee noted 
that it was a fine example, though differed from the example supplied by the finder, which was 
sold for £25,000 (including premium) at Christie’s on 12th May 2010, lot 90. Before making a 
recommendation on a value of the ring, the Committee felt that it would benefit from a second 
provisional valuation. It asked the Secretariat to commission one and agreed to consider the case 
again when that is received. Wrexham Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

  
 

 

Post-Medieval Coins 

 

47. Post-Medieval (civil war) coin hoard (37) from Wheaton Aston area, Staffordshire (2015 

T126, WMID-480382) 

The provisional valuer suggested £624. The Committee examined the coin hoard in light of this 
and found the valuer’s suggestion to be thoroughly broken down by coin. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £624. The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery hopes 
to acquire.  
 

Item 4: Norfolk Cases 

 

[Tim Pestell left the room] 
 
48. Iron Age gold coin hoard (5) from Runhall, Norfolk (2014 T819, NMS-F5AAEE) 



The provisional valuer suggested £1900. This case was deferred from this meeting but the museum 
has confirmed it wishes to acquire one of the coins, and this will be considered by the Committee 
at the following meeting. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
  
49. Iron Age gold staters (4) from Runhall, Norfolk (2014 T370, NMS-D8C40D) 
The provisional valuer suggested £5400. The Museum withdrew interest in acquiring the coins, so 
the case was withdrawn from the meeting. 
 

50. Early Medieval copper-alloy strap-end with silver rivets from North Pickenham, Norfolk 

(2015 T5, NMS-2A8C26) 

The provisional valuer suggested £700-£800. The Museum submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation, which it felt to be too high. The Committee took account of this as it examined the strap-
end and noted that three of the four examples from previous auctions which were cited by the 
valuer were of silver strap-ends rather than copper-alloy, and pointed out that the silver pieces 
would be worth much more than a comparative copper-alloy piece. Nonetheless, the North 
Pickenham strap end was observed to be of substantial size, many times heavier (and several times 
longer) than the pieces cited, and the Committee considered the degree to which this would 
enhance its value. The Committee felt that it would benefit from the advice of a second provisional 
valuation, and asked the Secretariat to commission one. It agreed to reconsider the case when that 
valuation is received. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

 
 
51. Medieval copper-alloy and gold brooch from Great Witchingham, Norfolk (2014 T660, 

NMS-197839) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1500-£2000. The Committee examined the brooch in light of 
this and considered it to be an attractive piece which compared favourably with the examples 
provided by the valuer. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 
£2,000. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
52. Medieval gold finger-ring from South Creake, Norfolk (2015 T187, NMS-D8493A) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4000. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this 
and noted that it was damaged and the hoop was hollow, and that it was smaller than other rings 
the Committee has seen in the market – in addition to those cited by the valuer the Committee also 
referred to lot 4 of the Sotheby’s sale of 9th July 2015, which sold for £6,250 but included a buyer’s 
premium.  Taking all of this into account, the Committee recommended £3,800. Norwich Castle 
Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
[Jim Brown left the room] 

 
53. Medieval gold pendant cross from Holt area, Norfolk (2014 T515, NMS-8D82BB) 

The first provisional valuer had suggested £250-350; the Finder and Landowner had submitted 
comments on the provisional valuation, which they felt to be too low. The Committee had seen the 
cross at its meeting of 19th August 2015 and requested a second provisional valuation. The second 
provisional valuer suggested £1000. The Committee took account of all of the above as it 
examined the cross again, and commented on its attraction. It was felt that the second valuation 
demonstrated a much better appreciation of the quality of the cross, and in agreement with the 
second provisional valuer, it recommended £1,000. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell and Jim Brown returned to the room] 
 
Item 5: British Museum Cases 

 

54. Roman silver coin (catalogue number 6 only) from Thruxton, Hampshire (2014 T599, 

GLO-9D7F36) – 2
nd

 viewing  
The provisional valuer suggested that the coin had no commercial value. The Committee had 
viewed the coin at its meeting of 19th August 2015 and recommended £10. The Finder challenged 
the recommended valuation, which he felt to be too low. The Committee took this into account as 
it examined the coin again. It thanked the Finder for his letter but pointed out that it was guided by 
its terms of reference in the Treasure Act 1996 Code of Practice, which did not include a provision 
for recommending a value above that which could be expected to be paid in a sale between a 
willing buyer and a willing seller. It was also noted by the Committee that its previous valuation 



represented an uplift on the value suggested by the provisional valuer, whose opinion it was that 
the coin did not possess any commercial value. Finding no evidence in the Finder’s submission to 
demonstrate that the coin was worth more than previously decided, the Committee confirmed a 
recommendation of £10. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

[Tim Pestell left the room] 

 

55. Medieval coin hoard (catalogue numbers 15, 16 and 17 only) from Burnham Market, 

Norfolk (2014 T10, NMS-D13346) 

The provisional valuer suggested £190. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and felt 
that the valuation was well-supported with recent auction evidence. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £190. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell returned to the room] 

 

56. Medieval gold pendant with gem setting from Sherfield English, Hampshire (2014 T504, 

HAMP-53CCA3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800. The Committee inspected the pendant in light of this and 
commented that it was an attractive piece, although suffering from some damage. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £800. The British Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
Item 6: Any other business 

 

Meeting with provisional valuers 

The Committee was reminded that the provisional valuers will be invited to attend a short meeting 
on the 2nd of December 2015 at 11:00am.  This will provide an occasion for the valuers to meet the 
members of the Committee.  The Secretariat suggested these possible topics of discussion: 
 
 - Introduction of new Committee members and new valuers 
 - Summary of the work of the Committee (number of cases dealt with) 
 - Clarification of terms of reference for provisional valuations, specifically: 
  - explaining that it is helpful to cite a few, relevant comparanda 
  - requesting that the tone of the narrative match the suggested figure 
  -that suggested ranges should be relatively precise. Wide ranges are unhelpful 

- Provision of a sample valuation that the Committee finds helpful;  e.g. 
valuation of 2013 T876 

 - Opportunities for questions 
 
Committee members are encouraged to submit any further specific topics for discussion to the 
Secretariat prior to the meeting. 
 
Terms of Committee members  

The Secretariat updated the Committee on the status of several members whose terms are due to 
expire in 2016.  Peter Clayton’s term will expire in February 2016, marking 10 years of service on 
the Committee, which is the limit for public appointments.  Ian Carradice’s second term will expire 
in February 2016, which will mark eight years of service on the Committee, and he confirmed that 
he will not be seeking reappointment. Tim Pestell’s second term also expires in February 2016 but 
he had confirmed a willingness to be reappointed for two more years, if the DCMS permit it. The 
Secretariat confirmed that the Chairman had requested that the DCMS public appointments team 
begin a process for recruiting replacements for Peter and Ian. 
 
Janina Parol 
The Secretariat informed the Committee that Janina Parol, who had served as an Assistant Treasure 
Registrar since January 2007, would be leaving the British Museum for a new career. The 
Committee thanked her for her time working with it.    
 

Meeting dates in 2016 
The Secretariat said it would liaise with the Chairman to suggest dates for meetings in 2016.  
 

 

Item 7: Next meeting  



 

Wednesday, 2nd December 2015, Board Room. 
Meeting with valuers – 11:00 – 11:30 
Valuation Meeting – 11:30 onwards 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Provisional Valuations 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 




