
  
Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting –20th May 2015 

 
The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 20th May 2015 at 
11:00 am.  
 
Present: 
 
Committee                          British Museum                       DCMS 
Colin Renfrew (Chair)         Michael Lewis  Mark Caldon 
Harry Bain      Janina Parol 
Jim Brown      Susan Raikes 
Marian Campbell                 Ian Richardson 
Ian Carradice 
Peter Clayton 
Hetty Gleave 
Tim Pestell 
 
 
Item 1: Welcome 
The Chairman welcomed Susan Raikes, the head of the British Museum’s Department of Learning, 
Volunteers and Audiences, to the meeting. 
 
 
Item 2: Minutes of the meeting of Thursday, 9th April 2015 
Approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 
 
Item 2: Objects 
 
Bronze Age artefacts 
 
1. Late Bronze Age hoard (11) from Petworth area, West Sussex (2014 T454, SUSS-572124) – 
addenda to 2011 T661 
The provisional valuer suggested £5. The Committee examined the material in light of this and felt 
that it warranted a slight increase, and recommended £10. The Novium Museum, Chichester, hopes 
to acquire. 
 
2. Late Bronze Age hoard (33) from Petworth area, West Sussex (2011 T661, SUSS-71C472) 
– addenda to 2014 T454 
The provisional valuer suggested £55. The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and took 
account of the large assortment of material. It felt that the suggested value was reasonable, and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £55. The Novium Museum, Chichester, 
hopes to acquire. 
 
3. Bronze Age gold strip from Gussage All Saints, Dorset (2013 T428, DOR-AC5494) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee viewed the strip in light of this and noted 
that it was undecorated. In agreement with the provisional valuation, the Committee recommended 
£50. Priest’s House Museum, Wimborne, hopes to acquire. 
 
4. Bronze Age gold ingot from Winslow, Buckinghamshire (2013 T850, HESH-092511) 
The provisional valuer suggested £600. The Committee examined the ingot in light of this and 
considered the rationale applied by the provisional valuer, which led to a suggested value of only 
slightly more than the scrap price. The Committee cited an example being sold at retail by 
Timeline Antiquities which if the same weight as the ingot from Winslow would be offered at 
£780. The Committee felt that this represented an inflation of the market price, but that it indicated 
that the true value of the item would be above the amount suggested by the valuer. The Committee 
recommended £650. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
5. Bronze Age copper alloy palstaves (5) from Bridge, Kent (2013 T482, KENT-FE9DB2) 
The provisional valuer suggested £665. The Committee examined the palstaves in light of this and 
observed that the suggested value adequately accounted for the generally poor condition of the 



items. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £665. Canterbury 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
6. Bronze Age gold penannular ring from Kent area (2005 T282, PAS-5607C5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this and in 
agreement with the valuer, recommended £200. 
 
The Committee also read an explanation of the initial seizure of this item by Kent Police, and 
understood that the finder had not sought permission to search the land where the ring was found. 
Although the finder was not prosecuted for an offence under the Treasure Act, the fact that this 
item (and another treasure case from the same period) was seized by the police and not voluntarily 
reported cast doubt on the finder’s intentions. It was noted that for the other case arising from this 
investigation, 2005 T161, the finder had had 100% of his potential reward abated. In this instance 
the Committee recommended the same level of abatement, with the entire value of the find payable 
to the landowner, should it be possible to identify him or her. Kent County Council hopes to 
acquire. 
 
7. Bronze Age gold strip from Roche, Cornwall (2014 T39, CORN-8EC344)- 2nd viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £150, and the Committee had seen the strip at its meeting of 
9th April 2015, where it recommended a value of £150. The finder challenged the recommendation. 
The Committee took this into account as it examined the strip.  
 
The Committee regretted that the finder did not receive the provisional valuation which had been 
posted to him on 2nd March 2015. In the interest of clarity, it was pointed out that the provisional 
valuation had been conducted by Mr , not (as the finder had written) which 
is the surname of one of the Committee members. 
 
The finder’s submission contained references to some gold strips from the same period which had 
earlier been valued by the Committee, and it accepted that those provided were higher than the 
recommended figure for the piece in question. It was noted however that there were other examples 
(2005 T420, SUSS-4CD9E1, £40; 2005 T415, SOMDOR-D3E8B7, £30; 2006 T250, WILT-
34D958, £20) which were similar in form and which had been valued at less. The Committee 
explained that its recommendation for the Roche piece would be its best estimate as to the item’s 
current market value, and that it would account for the attractiveness, rarity and age of the piece.   
 
The Committee noted that the strip was undecorated but accepted that its shape and the two small 
perforations present helped designate it as a worked artefact as opposed to an unworked piece of 
waste. The Committee therefore agreed that an uplift further above the bullion price was 
warranted, and recommended £200. The Royal Cornwall Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Roman artefacts 
 
8. Roman silver finger-ring fragment from Braughing, Hertfordshire (2014 T82, BH-
B63C98) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, suggested £10. Hertford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
9. Roman silver buckle-plate from Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire (2014 T604, BH-
DB142B) 
The provisional valuer suggested £30. The Committee viewed the buckle-plate in light of this. It 
was felt to be an attractive piece, despite the damage it had suffered. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £30. St Albans Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Early Medieval artefacts 
 
10. Early Medieval silver-gilt brooch fragment from Ash, Kent (2013 T727, KENT-BB9EC7) 
The provisional valuer suggested £75. The finder and landowner agreed to waive their right to a 
reward so that the brooch could go to Canterbury Museum at no expense. 
 
11. Early Medieval silver pin head from Winteringham, North Lincolnshire (2014 T536, 
NLM-9D1C77) 



The provisional valuer suggested £60-£80. The Committee examined the pin head in light of this 
and commented that the piece was relatively rare and the zoomorphic quality made it interesting, 
but that it was only a fragment, and that the lower end of the suggested range was most 
appropriate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £60. North 
Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
12. Early Medieval gold ingot from East Hendred, Oxfordshire (2014 T430, BERK-842965) 
The provisional valuer suggested £30. The Committee inspected the ingot in light of this and noted 
that the suggested value equated to 150% of the bullion value of the gold, which was consistent 
with the Committee’s valuing of undecorated ancient precious metal objects. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, recommended £30. Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
13. Early Medieval gold bulla pendant from Orlingbury, Northamptonshire (2013 T347, 
NARC-09F5D2) 
The provisional valuer suggested £300-£350. The Committee examined the pendant in light of this 
and compared it with several sold by Timeline Originals in 2009 at a retail price of £225. These 
items were smaller and lighter than the pendant from Orlingbury. The Committee had also recently 
valued a similar bulla pendant from the Uttlesford District, Essex (2013 T826, CAM-379F45) at 
£300.  Taking all of this into account, in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £300. Wellingborough Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
14. Early Medieval silver strap end from Stratford Toney, Wiltshire (2014 T369, WILT-
DB8D60) 
The provisional valuer suggested £150. The Committee examined the strap end in light of this, and 
looked at it alongside another Early Medieval silver strap end, from Kingsey, Buckinghamshire 
(2014 T606, BH-DBDB57) which it had valued at £350. The Committee felt that the Stratford 
Toney example was under appreciated by the valuer and that it featured attractive decoration. The 
Committee recommended £300. Salisbury & South Wiltshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
15. Early Medieval silver strap end from Kingsey, Buckinghamshire (2014 T606, BH-
DBDB57) 
The provisional valuer suggested £450. The Committee inspected the strap end in light of this, and 
looked at it alongside another Early Medieval silver strap end, from Stratford Toney, Wiltshire 
(2014 T369, WILT-DB8D60) which it had valued at £300. The Committee observed that the 
Kingsey example featured an attractive Trewhiddle-style decorative element and an interesting 
glass eye, but that it had suffered damage and was small in size. It was felt that the provisional 
valuation was too high, and the Committee recommended £350. Buckinghamshire County 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
16. Early Medieval copper alloy brooch with silver stud from St Ives, Cambridgeshire (2013 
T542, CAM-C37AC3) 
The provisional valuer suggested £250. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 
noted its attractive presence, but felt that the suggested value was too high given its 
incompleteness. The Committee recommended £200. The Museum of Archaeology & 
Anthropology, Cambridgeshire or The Norris Museum hope to acquire. 
 
17. Early Medieval silver finger-ring from Dingley, Northamptonshire (2013 T717, NARC-
3AE845) 
The provisional valuer suggested £600-£800. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 
this and found the parallels provided by the valuer to be useful indicators of the potential of this 
item on the market.  The Committee agreed that the Dingley ring was superior to the examples 
cited but not to the degree suggested by the valuer. It was also observed to be smaller than the ring 
sold at Timeline Auctions on 15 March 2012 for £420. Taking all of this into consideration, the 
Committee recommended £500. Kettering Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
18. Early Medieval silver-gilt brooch fragment from Brantingham, East Riding of Yorkshire 
(2014 T594, YORYM-863289) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1200. The Committee viewed the brooch fragment in light of 
this. It noted that a brooch fragment of similar style, though half the size, from Fransham, Norfolk 
(2007 T674, NMS-41D4B2) had been valued at £75 in 2010. However the valuer had drawn 
attention to a Timeline Auction result for another beast’s head knob on 6th February 2014 which 
resulted in a hammer price of £1,900.  The Committee felt that the piece sold by Timeline was 



more attractive and was in better condition, but accepted that it indicated a demand for artefacts of 
this type on the market. The valuer had suggested a figure for the Brantingham piece which he felt 
was proportionate to the piece sold by Timeline, and the Committee took account of this, but was 
of the opinion that a slightly lower figure would be more accurate. The Committee recommended 
£1000. Hull & East Riding Museum hope to acquire. 
 
19. Early Medieval gold pendant from Monkton, Kent (2013 T646, KENT-8EC696) 
The provisional valuer suggested £3500-£5000. The finder supplied comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee took these into consideration as it viewed the pendant and observed that 
the comparable object mentioned by the finder (and listed in the report for the Coroner), YORYM-
3F57C3 (M&ME T255) had been valued by the Treasure Valuation Committee in 2001 and 
acquired by Yorkshire Museum.  The Committee requested that information relating to the 
valuation of that case be provided for it to review when considering the current case.  The 
Committee also felt that it would benefit from a second provisional valuation for this item, and 
asked the Secretariat to commission one.  The Committee will consider the case afresh when this 
information is to hand. Canterbury Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
20. Early Medieval gold finger-ring from Boston Spa, West Yorkshire (2014 T46, YORYM-
F67716) 
The provisional valuer suggested £5500-£6500. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light 
of this and noted that it was slightly misshapen and that one of the smaller gold strands was 
broken, but felt that the ring could be mended without much difficulty. The Committee mentioned 
two other Early Medieval gold rings of similar style that it had valued recently, from Stockley area, 
Wiltshire (2013 T787, WILT-C90DD5, £5500) and Long Newton, Gloucestershire (2013 T581, 
GLO-37A922, £4000) and observed that the ring from Boston Spa was broadly comparable to 
these.  Taking account of all of the above, the Committee, in agreement with the provisional 
valuer, recommended £5500. Leeds Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
21. Early Medieval silver-gilt pendant from Winteringham, North Lincolnshire (2014 T631, 
NLM-7F954A)- 2nd viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £600-£700. The finder had submitted comments and 
comparanda. The Committee viewed the pendant at its meeting of 9th April 2015 and requested that 
the provisional valuer be asked to consider the comparanda provided by the finder and asked 
whether they would cause her to alter her valuation.  This was done and the provisional valuer 
amended her suggestion to £3000-£5000. 
 
The Committee examined the pendant again and took careful note of the parallels provided by the 
finder. It agreed that the piece was comparable to the pendant which was listed for the Timeline 
Auction at the upcoming sale on 28 May 2015 (lot 839, estimate £3000 - £5000, [sold for £2700]). 
The Committee also found the logic of the valuer’s amended report to be sound, and in agreement 
with her, it recommended £4000.  North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Medieval Artefacts 
 
22. Medieval silver annular brooch from Cambridgeshire area (2013 T115, CAM-CBF504) 
The provisional valuer suggested £15. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 
noted the absence of the pin. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £15. Ely Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
23. Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Kingsey, Buckinghamshire (2014 T605, BH-DB9C1B) 
The provisional valuer suggested £250. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this.  It 
noted that one of the examples cited as a comparison in the report, 2010 T544, WILT-378885 from 
Westbury, Somerset, had been valued at £125. The Westbury example was smaller and lighter and 
the Committee felt that the suggested value for the Kingsey brooch was in proportion to this.  In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £250. Buckinghamshire 
County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
24. Medieval silver finger-ring from Sherbourne St Elmet, North Yorkshire (2014 T469, 
SWYOR-E8F659) 



The provisional valuer suggested £135. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this 
and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £135. York Museum Trust hopes to 
acquire.  
 
 
25. Medieval silver finger-ring from Aldwincle area, Northamptonshire (2014 T309, DENO-
352785) 
The provisional valuer suggested £135. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and 
noted that it was crudely fashioned and damaged. A figure at the lower end of the range suggested 
by the valuer was felt to be more appropriate, and the Committee recommended £120. Oundle 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
26. Medieval gold brooch from Lower Hadres, Kent (2013 T50, KENT-2AF116) 
The provisional valuer suggested £600. The Committee examined the brooch in light of this. It 
noticed that the provisional valuer had not suggested any market parallels for this item and 
acknowledged the difficulty in finding one. Nonetheless it was felt that the suggested value was 
accurate and the Committee recommended £600. Canterbury Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
27. Medieval gold pendant from Middleton, Warwickshire (2014 T713, WMID-BC01F1) 
The provisional valuer suggested £5500. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee viewed the pendant in light of this. It thanked the finder for his letter 
and confirmed that it did indeed enjoy seeing the item.  Although only the lid to a reliquary 
pendant, and therefore engraved only on one side, the Committee felt that the subject of the piece 
would appeal to collectors, especially given its display of period arms and armour. In addition to 
the parallel cited by the provisional valuer, which had sold at Timeline Auctions in March 2011, 
and the Hockley Pendant mentioned by the finder, the Committee drew attention to another 
Medieval gold pendant from the Dorton area, Buckinghamshire (2014 T363, PAS-89FB5E) which 
had been sold privately to Buckinghamshire County Museum in 2015 for £13,500. The Dorton 
item was heavier (4.32g) and featured decoration on both sides, as well as an attractive rendition of 
the Annunciation which also lent interest to the piece.    
 
Taking all of the above into consideration, the Committee recommended £7,000. Warwickshire 
museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval Artefacts 
 
28. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress hook from Bostock, Cheshire West & Chester (2014 T842, 
LVPL-B16A24) 
The provisional valuer suggested £60. The Committee examined the dress-hook in light of this and 
noted the damage it had suffered, but felt that it was an unusual and attractive type. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £60. Grosvenor Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
 
29. Post-Medieval silver hooked tag from Ellesborough, Buckinghamshire (2014 T670, BH-
A7B859) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the hooked tag. It agreed that the item 
was a nice example and felt that it had been slightly undervalued by the provisional valuer.  The 
Committee recommended £100. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
30. Post-Medieval silver-gilt pin head from Winterbourne, West Berkshire (2014 T428, 
BERK-832BA6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £130. The Committee examined the pin head in light of this and 
observed that the suggested figure was much too high given that the shaft was missing from the 
pin.  Examples of complete dress pins being fairly common, pin heads themselves had usually been 
valued at less than £100 by the Committee, for example 2006 T197 (BUC-942356) from Little 
Brickhill, Buckinghamshire, which had been valued at £80.  For the pin head from Winterbourne, 
the Committee recommended £80. West Berkshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 



31. Post-Medieval silver bodkin from Buckingham, Buckinghamshire (2014 T311, SUR-
365184) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee viewed the bodkin in light of this and noted 
that neither the maker’s mark nor the owner’s mark were linked to known historic individuals, but 
felt that their presence contributed to the interest of the piece. Balancing this with the severe 
distortion suffered by the piece, the Committee found the suggested value to be accurate, and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £40. Buckinghamshire County Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
32. Post-Medieval silver toothpick/ earscoop fragment from Swaffham Prior area, 
Cambridgeshire (2013 T801, LANCUM-71B962) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10. The Committee inspected the toothpick/earscoop fragment 
in light of this and observed that it was a very small piece. In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, it recommended £10. Ely Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
33. Post-Medieval silver-gilt cap badge from Chetwode, Buckinghamshire (2014 T523, BUC-
3409BD) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100-£150. The Committee examined the cap badge in light of 
this and found it to be an attractive item whose motif would appeal to collectors on the market. It 
was felt that the suggested value was too low and the Committee recommended £250. 
Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
34. Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Bradfield, West Berkshire (2014 T240, SUR-
D1E3C3) 
The provisional valuer suggested £70. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee took account of this as it inspected the seal matrix. It thanked the finder 
for his letter but found that the provisional valuation was well-argued and supported by evidence 
from the antiquities market.  The Committee also confirmed that the suggested value fell within the 
range of similar seal matrices that had come before the Committee in the past. In agreement with 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £70. West Berkshire Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
35. Post-Medieval silver seal-matrix from Offley, Hertfordshire (2014 T486, BH-7064C1) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200. The Committee examined the seal matrix in light of this 
and commented that even though it was not possible to associate the matrix confidently with a 
particular person, the engraving itself was appealing. The Committee felt that the top end of the 
range suggested by the provisional valuer was an accurate assessment of the object’s potential, and 
it recommended £220. North Hertfordshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
36. Post-Medieval silver medal from Kingsey, Buckinghamshire (2014 T607, BH-DC4584) 
The provisional valuer suggested £485. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee considered this information as it viewed the medal. It pointed out that 
similar medals could be found on the market; one was currently being sold by Daniel Fearon 
(www.danielfearon.com) at a retail price of £450 (but missing its suspension loop), and another, 
displaying more evidence of wear, was being sold by Baldwin’s (www.baldwin.co.uk) for £425. 
The Committee had also valued a nearly identical example from Fleckney, Leicestershire (2010 
T341, LEIS-78E0B3) at £300. The Committee also considered the arguments of the provisional 
valuer and accepted that the condition of the Kingsey badge warranted a value higher than the 
retail prices mentioned above. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £485. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
37. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Stoke Abbott, Dorset (2013 T568, DOR-859934) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400-£500. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation and a valuation from at Wartski for £850.  The Committee took 
account of this as it examined the finger-ring and commented that the ring was a reasonable size 
but questioned its appeal on the market, given the amount of wear that the ring exhibited and the 
prevalence on the market of rings with amorous inscriptions that are believed to command more 
interest. The Committee also noticed that Mr s valuation was based on having seen the 
ring in photographs rather than in person, and the Committee felt that it could not place much 
weight on a valuation for an object of this type if the valuer had not seen it in the flesh. In 

http://www.danielfearon.com/
http://www.baldwin.co.uk/


agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £500.   Dorset County 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
38. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Mardon, Durham (2014 T294, DUR-0883E3) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200-£300. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation and two private valuations from a) Les Eluminures (£1250) and b) 

McCarthy, Wartski (£1100). The Committee took account of this as it viewed the finger-
ring. The Committee noted that neither Mr Goepfert nor Mr McCarthy had viewed the ring in 
person which made it difficult to place too much confidence in their assessments. Nonetheless their 
suggested figures were close to one another and several times that of the provisional valuer, so the 
Committee felt that it should seek a second provisional valuation to aid in its decision making. The 
Committee agreed to consider the case again when the second provisional valuation is received. 
Auckland Castle Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Item 3: Coins 
 
Iron Age Coins 
 
39. Iron Age gold coins (2) from Chartham, Kent (2013 T928, KENT-887637) 
The provisional valuer suggested £800. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and found 
the provisional valuation to be well-supported by recent auction evidence. In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £800. Canterbury Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Roman coins: 
 
40. Roman silver denarii (3) from Kington Rural, Herefordshire (2014 T726, HESH-70C170) 
The provisional valuer suggested £25. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and noted 
that the coin fragment of Vespasian had been regarded as having no commercial value; the 
Committee thought that it possessed a notional value (£2) and added this to the valuation of the 
other two coins, which were felt to be correct. The Committee recommended £27. Kington 
Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
 
Medieval Coins 
 
41. Medieval gold and silver coins (11) from West Berkshire area (2014 T429, BERK-
83827B) 
Provisional valuer suggested £3930. West Berkshire Museum, which had hoped to acquire the 
coins, withdrew interest prior to the meeting. 
 
 
Post-Medieval Coins 
 
42. Post-Medieval silver coins (6) from Bridgemere, Cheshire (2013 T955, LVPL-FFA062) 
The provisional valuer suggested £85. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and felt 
that the valuation was accurate. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £85. Nantwich Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
43. Post-Medieval gold (10) and silver (8) coins from Taunton area, Somerset (2014 T735, 
SOM-6511E2) 
The provisional valuer suggested £7097. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and felt 
that the provisional valuation displayed a slight undervaluation of each of the coins, given their 
condition, and that a higher total figure was warranted. The Committee recommended £8,000. The 
Museum of Somerset hopes to acquire. 
  
[Tim Pestell, Susan Raikes and Michael Lewis left the room] 
 
Item 4: Norfolk Cases 
 
44. Early Medieval gold bracteate and armlet from Holt area, Norfolk (2013 T628, LVPL-
511952 & LVPL-5146E4)- 3rd viewing 



The provisional valuer had suggested for the bracteate, £4,000 and for the armlet, £8,000 (£12,000 
total). The Committee had seen the items at its meeting of 4th February 2015 and recommended 
£12,000. The finders and landowner submitted a challenge and the Committee considered the case 
again at its meeting of 9th April 2015 and confirmed a valuation of £12,000.  The finders and 
landowner challenged the decision again and the Committee read and considered their submission 
as it examined the items again.   
 
The Committee observed that the latest submission made reference to a recent auction of an Early 
Medieval gold bracteate by Timeline Auctions on 12th February 2015 (lot 998) for a hammer price 
of £8,800.  The Committee accepted that this example was smaller than the bracteate from the Holt 
area and felt that its sale indicated that the Holt bracteate, despite the damage it had suffered, could 
achieve a higher figure at auction. The Committee recommended a figure of £5,500 for the 
bracteate. 
 
With respect to the armlet, the Committee read and considered the arguments made by the finders 
and landowner and understood that the interested parties felt that the provisional valuation was too 
low. It agreed that there was a dearth of evidence from the open market with which to compare this 
artefact, but pointed out that the provisional valuation was supported by the valuer’s years of 
experience and his current and ongoing work in this field. Furthermore the experience and 
expertise of the Committee’s own members guided it towards the figure suggested by the valuer. 
The Committee therefore recommended £8,000 for the armlet. 
 
The total recommended figure was £13,500. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
45. Medieval gold brooch from West Norfolk area, Norfolk (2014 T148, NMS-F42931) 
The provisional valuer suggested £2000. The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and 
agreed that it was attractive and a fairly rare example to have survived in its complete state in the 
ground. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £2000. Norwich 
Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
46. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Kenninghall, Norfolk (2014 T323, NMS-0D2960), 
addenda to 2014 T324, T325, T326 
The provisional valuer suggested £3000-£4000. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of 
this and found it to be very attractive. Its small size was felt to be a consideration but it was noted 
that the valuer had accounted for this. In agreement with the lower end of the provisional valuer’s 
estimate, the Committee recommended £3,000. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
47. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Kenninghall, Norfolk (2014 T324, NMS-CFF3F5), 
addenda to 2014 T323, T325, T326 
The provisional valuer suggested £600-£800. The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of 
this and commented that the ring was worn but that it had an interesting inscription. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £600. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
48. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Kenninghall, Norfolk (2014 T325, NMS-CF8A96), 
addenda to 2014 T323, T324, T326 
The provisional valuer suggested £600-£800. The Committee inspected the ring in light of this and 
noted the small diameter of the ring, which would factor in its appeal on the open market. 
Nonetheless it was felt to be an interesting example and in agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £600. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
49. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Kenninghall, Norfolk (2014 T326, NMS-CE74F5), 
addenda to 2014 T323, T324, T325 
The provisional valuer suggested £700-£1000. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the 
finger-ring, and found that the rationale employed by the provisional valuer was sound, and in 
agreement with him, it recommended £700. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell re-entered the room] 
 
Item 5: British Museum Cases 
 



50. Late Bronze Age hoard (33) from Cherry Burton, East Riding of Yorkshire (2013 T583, 
YORYM-958D05) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1035. The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and 
agreed that some of the smaller fragments had no commercial value. The values suggested for the 
other items were felt to be largely correct, although the Committee thought that the presence of the 
more complete socketed axes would contribute to a slightly higher total valuation for the hoard.  
The Committee recommended £1,050. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
51. Roman coins (catalogue number 9 & 20) from Claverley, Shropshire (2013 T849, HESH-
0916B3) 
The provisional valuer suggested £25 for the two coins. The Committee viewed the coins in light 
of this and in agreement with the valuer, recommended £25. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
52. Medieval silver coins (2) from Langdon, Kent (2013 T54, KENT-6AB814) 
The provisional valuer suggested £135. The Committee inspected the coins in light of this, and 
agreed that the suggestion adequately accounted for the current state of the fragmentary coins. In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £135. The British Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
[Roger Bland joined the meeting] 
 
Item 6: Any other business 
 
Transfer of Portable Antiquities and Treasure to Learning, Volunteers & Audiences 
Department 
The Committee was shown a letter from the Deputy Director of the British Museum to the 
Chairman, explaining the transfer of the Portable Antiquities and Treasure (PA&T) section from 
the Department of Britain, Europe and Prehistory (BEP) to the Department of Learning, Volunteers 
and Audiences (LVA). The Committee appreciated the information, and reiterated the point it had 
made at its last meeting that while it has no direct say in the British Museum’s management of 
these Schemes, it wished to have it known that in its view the functioning of the Treasure Act and 
the Committee’s work under that law are made possible by a well-supported Portable Antiquities 
Scheme.  
 
The communique from the Deputy Director also explained that Dr Roger Bland, the Keeper of the 
Department of BEP, had announced his retirement. The Chairman gave thanks to Dr Bland on 
behalf of the Committee for all the help he had provided, in a plethora of ways, over the years. He 
had been seconded to the DCMS from the British Museum and helped to draft the original 
Treasure Act 1996 and its accompanying Code of Practice, which among other things set out the 
work of the Committee. As Keeper of the Department of PA&T, Dr Bland had also directed the 
Treasure Secretariat in the work it performed for the Committee and gave invaluable advice to the 
Committee itself. 
 
Dr Bland founded the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) in the late 1990s. Whilst it appreciated 
that there were a large number of people involved in the PAS, the Committee attributed the 
majority of its success to Dr Bland. It was further acknowledged that a large part of this success 
could be measured in the scale of the increase in the reporting of Treasure finds and their 
acquisition by museums, which was felt to be a direct function of the work of the PAS and its 
Finds Liaison Officers.  
 
Dr Bland had worked extremely hard since founding the PAS to secure funding to ensure its 
continued functioning. The Committee was concerned that any further cuts to the budget of the 
PAS could seriously disrupt its operation and have a negative impact on the administration of the 
Treasure Act and hoped that the PAS would continue to be supported when Dr Bland had departed. 
The Committee wondered whether it might be possible to raise more funds to support the Scheme 
at a regional level. 
 
The Committee again expressed its deep gratitude to Dr Bland for his championing of PA&T for 
more than 15 years, and wished him all the best in the future. 
 
Dr Bland responded, thanking the Committee for its kind words. He told the members that when 
the Treasure Trove Reviewing Committee (the predecessor of the TVC), was created in the late 



1970s it was very strongly resisted by the British Museum who saw this as something imposed on 
it by the Treasury, and it was therefore treated with suspicion by some within the museum at the 
time. Dr Bland explained that this feeling had changed over the years and that the British Museum 
is now very appreciative of the work of the Treasure Valuation Committee and the role it plays in 
ensuring finds are reported and can be acquired by museums around the country.  The huge 
number of cases dealt with by the Committee is testimony to the hard work of its members and is 
much more than many other governmental non-departmental public bodies.  Dr Bland said that the 
expertise brought by the Committee members is key in underpinning the Treasure process by 
giving legitimacy to the government’s decisions. He felt that one of the biggest reasons for the 
success of the Treasure Act is that people who find objects that museums wish to acquire are given 
a fair compensation, which in turn encourages them and their acquaintances to report more.  The 
increasing number of reported finds every year shows that more people are being encouraged, and 
that the Committee is trusted with providing fair valuations.  Accordingly, he thanked the 
Committee for its hard work in maintaining its high standard of service. 
 
Treasure Guidance for Coroners – At the last meeting the Committee asked the Secretariat to 
liaise with the Chief Coroner’s Office for an update on the progress of proposed guidance on 
Treasure for Coroners. 
 
The Chief Coroner’s Office confirmed that Andrew Haigh, Coroner for South Staffordshire and 
Treasure representative on the Coroners Society of England and Wales, had supplied draft 
standardised letters and forms for the administration of Treasure to the Chief Coroner’s office for 
review. The Chief Coroner will go over these with the goal of circulating the standardised forms 
and letters to all coroners, along with a guidance note, later this summer. 
 
Revised Code of Practice – Committee acknowledged that the planned review of the Treasure Act 
1996 Code of Practice remained overdue. It was explained that the All-Party Parliamentary 
Archaeology Group may make representations to the Secretary of State to hopefully encourage 
progress. 
 
Date of next meeting is 8 July 2015 
 
 
 
 



Provisional Valuations: 
 
1.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 




