
 Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 17
th

 December 2014 

 
The meeting was held in the Board Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 17th December 2014 
at 11:00 am.  
 
Present: 

Committee           British Museum     DCMS 

Colin Renfrew (Chair)              Roger Bland                            Andrew Calnan     
Harry Bain           Becky Dobson                         Paul Maley 
Jim Brown                                 Lucy Ellis                                         
Marian Campbell          Ian Richardson 
Ian Carradice 
Peter Clayton 
Hetty Gleave 
Tim Pestell 
 

 

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 29
th

 October 2014 

 

Item 2: 2012 T674 Roman gold coins from Sandridge, Hertfordshire 

 
The DCMS had written to the Chairman with a request for further information regarding the 
Committee’s recommendation of 10th September 2014 regarding the apportionment of the reward 
in this case.  
 
The Chairman shared this letter with the Committee and confirmed with the rest of the members 
that the letter did not request that the Committee reconsider and amend its recommendation and 
that it had not presented any new information which the Committee was expected to take account 
of.  Accordingly, it was agreed that the Committee should agree on a response to the letter from the 
DCMS but that it would not be reconsidering its decision. 
 
The letter of the DCMS sought to better understand the Committee’s view of the relationship 
between its recommendation in this case and those of other cases where it had recommended 
abatements of finder’s rewards.  The Chairman circulated a draft reply which the Committee felt 
was a good basis from which to start.   
 
The Committee made the following points:     

- The Committee reviews upwards of 400 cases per year and so is very familiar with the 
issues surrounding potential abatements.  Every case must be examined according to the 
particular circumstances involved. 

- In examining the past cases where abatements of finder’s rewards were recommended for 
failure to secure permission to detect, the Committee noted that the varying level of 
abatement, which ranged from 50% to 0%, depended on the culpability of the finder.  For 
instance some finders were experienced detectorists and could have been expected to 
know that they should have sought permission.  In the case with the highest level of 
abatement, an experienced detectorist had made the discovery on the site of a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument, and accepted a caution from the police.  

- The Committee does not meet the finder in person, and therefore comments from the 
Coroner or FLO or Museum officials are taken seriously. In this case these parties 
informed the Committee that the finder had made a good impression on them with his 
willingness to cooperate and to avoid requests from the media to give away sensitive 
information. 

- It is also the case that looking at a range of cases according to the percentage abatement 
only provides one perspective of their relative impact.  It was observed that the overall 
valuation in some of the historic cases was very small (less than £100) so in monetary 
terms any abatement would be considerably less than the abatement in the Sandridge case, 
which represented a penalty of £4942.50 to the finder.   

- The Sandridge Hoard was found on land entitled ‘Nomansland common’ and the 
Committee had not seen evidence that there were any signs to inform people that the land 
was privately owned. In the other cases where a finder received an abatement for failure to 
secure permission to detect, the land was either more obviously private or had signage 
which explained that metal detecting was not permitted. 



- The Committee re-iterated its view that the past case that bore the most similarity to this 
one was 2009 T125 from King’s Langley, Hertfordshire, where the Committee abated the 
finder’s reward by 10%. 

 
Overall, the Committee observed that the level of reward to the interested parties was subject to the 
discretion of the Secretary of State, and that in providing its recommendation to the Secretary of 
State, the Committee had used its discretion to the best of its ability.  The Committee felt that in 
taking consideration of all of the factors in this case, its recommendation as to the abatement of the 
finder’s reward was proportionally consistent with other abatement cases from the past, or as 
consistent as the Committee could be expected to be, given the change in membership and length 
of time between these events. 
 
The Committee therefore agreed with the response drafted by the Chairman, with the addition of 
the pertinent points above, and hoped this would help inform the Secretary of State in making his 
decision.  
 

 
 

[Roger Bland left the room] 

 

Item 3: Objects 

 
Bronze Age 
 
1. Bronze Age copper alloy hoard (47) from Bramfield area, Suffolk (2014 T60, SF-2596D4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £109.  The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and 
found the valuation to be thorough and accurate.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £109. Halesworth & District Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
2. Late Bronze Age copper alloy hoard (2) from Sutton, Herefordshire (2013 T494, HESH-

A81AA5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £125. The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £125. Herefordshire Museum Service hopes 
to acquire. 
 
3. Late Bronze Age gold bracelet fragment from Asfordby, Leicestershire (2014 T303, LEIC-

1F1276) 

The provisional valuer suggested £450.  The Committee inspected the bracelet fragment in light of 
this and noted the reference made to the bullion value of the gold bracelet.  The Committee felt that 
the suggested figure was appropriately higher than the bullion value which accounted for its 
identity as a part of an ancient artefact but took account of the damage it had suffered.  In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £450. Leicestershire County 
Council Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
Roman artefacts 

 
4. Roman gold finger-ring from Clyffe Pypard, Wiltshire (2014 T38, WILT-8E66D4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and 
noted that rings of this period are not uncommon on the market.  In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £350. Wiltshire Heritage Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Early Medieval artefacts 
 
5. Early Medieval silver ingot from Brampton, Lincolnshire (2013 T8, DENO-705A57) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1. The Committee viewed the ingot in light of this and in the 
context of the numerous other silver ingots of this period that it had valued previously.  Whilst it 
acknowledged that the bullion value of the piece was quite low, the Committee sought to 
recommend a figure consistent with previous valuations, according to the relative weight of the 
piece, which would account for the item being an ancient artefact and not simply a lump of silver. 
Accordingly, the Committee recommended £25.  The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire.  
 



6. Early Medieval gold object from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (2012 T952) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30.  The Committee inspected the gold object in light of this and 
noted the very small size of the piece.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £30. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
7. Early Medieval silver pyramidal mount from Gainsborough area, Lincolnshire (2013 

T838, LIN-05D862) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100. The Committee inspected the mount in light of this and 
noted that it lacked the garnet which would have once occupied the setting, as well as the strap bar.  
Nonetheless, the Committee recognised that there is an interest in items such as this on the market, 
and felt it was worth slightly more than suggested.  The Committee recommended £130. The 
Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 
 
 
8. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from Stokenchurch, Buckinghamshire (2014 T130, BH-

080300) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250.  The Committee examined the hooked tag in light of this 
and observed that its fine decoration warranted a value above that suggested.  It was noted that a 
similar example, though much heavier, was sold by Timeline Original in 2009 at a retail price of 
£850.  The Committee recommended £350. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
9. Early Medieval gold finger-ring from Castlelevington, Cleveland (2012 T536, DUR-

92E7D2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,600-£1,900.  The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light 
of this and noted that it had seen other early Anglo-Saxon wire rings previously, in silver (2004 
T299, KENT-C90BE3; 2009 T308, LON-F9DDD8) and that these had been valued at far less.  The 
Committee took account of the comparisons suggested by the valuer and commented that example 
4, which had been sold by Timeline Auctions in February 2014, was actually much more appealing 
than the Castlelevington ring.  The Committee noted the large size of the Castlelevington ring but 
felt that it was fairly unattractive and would not therefor command as much attention in the market 
as other examples.  Taking account of all of the above, the Committee recommended £1500. 
Preston Hall Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
10. Early Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Whitley, North Yorkshire (2014 T226, SWYOR-

274097) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and 
commented that it was of a substantial size and that the presence of the silver wire in addition to 
the remnants of a pin and catch plate made for an unusual and interesting design.  A similar brooch 
had been sold by Timeline Originals at a retail price of £875.  Taking all of this into consideration, 
the Committee felt that the suggested value was too low, and recommended £750. York Museum 
Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
11. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from Prees, Shropshire (2013 T306, HESH-24A9D4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £135.  The finder submitted comments and a provisional 
valuations from ValueMyStuff (£1,500) and  (£800).  The Committee paid regard 
to these as it viewed the item. 
 
It was observed that the hooked tag appeared to represent an opposing partner of another hooked 
tag recorded under the reference 2011 T791; LVPL-A65F43, which had been valued by the 
Committee at £1,100.  The Committee felt that as the current hooked tag was so similar in 
appearance and condition to its opposite pair, that there was no reason not to apply the same value 
to the latest arrival.  The Committee therefore valued 2012 T396 at £1,100. Shropshire Museum 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 
NB: The Committee asked the Secretariat to provide  with a form of words to use 
when making reference to the work he does for the Committee. 
 
12. Early Medieval silver ingot from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (2012 T458) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60. The museum submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation.  The Committee examined the ingot in light of this and in the context of the numerous 
other silver ingots of this period that it had valued previously.  The Committee sought to 



recommend a figure consistent with previous valuations, according to the relative weight of the 
piece, which would account for the item being an ancient artefact and not simply a lump of silver.  
Accordingly, the Committee recommended £30.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hope to 
acquire. 
 
13. Early Medieval gold mounted fish from Ballyalton, County Down (NI 14.01) 
The provisional valuer suggested £5,000-£6,000.  The Committee viewed the fish in light of this and 
noted that it consisted of gold sheet over a copper-alloy core, but that it was fairly simple in 
execution.  The Committee felt that prudence demanded it to seek a second provisional valuation 
before making a recommendation.  The Committee agreed to consider the case again when the 
second valuation is received. National Museum Northern Ireland hopes to acquire. 
 
14. Early Medieval gold & garnet biconical bead from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (2012 T762) 

The provisional valuer suggested £22,000.  The Committee examined the bead in light of this and 
commented that it was large, impressive and attractive.  It was felt that the parallels suggested by 
the valuer were not terribly similar to the bead, but the Committee accepted the valuer’s point that 
high status Anglo-Saxon items such as the bead would command a lot of attention on the market 
given that most of those discovered in recent years had been acquired by museums.  In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £22,000. Colchester & Ipswich Museum 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 
15. Early Medieval silver, gold & garnet pyramidal mount from Woodbridge area, Suffolk 

(2012 T721) 

The provisional valuer suggested £17,500. The finder and the museum made comments with 
regards to the provisional valuation and the Committee took account of these as it viewed the 
mount.  The Committee observed that pyramid mounts of this quality were not exceedingly rare, 
though it acknowledged that many of those discovered in recent years had been acquired by 
museums.  The Committee pointed out that the condition of the surface of this mount had suffered 
and felt that it was less desirable than several of the gold pyramid mounts it had valued in the past, 
for instance MME T277 (SF5196) from Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, which was valued at £20,000, 
or 2003 T310 (SOMDOR-F381A4) from Dorchester area, Dorset, valued at £22,000.  Taking all of 
the above into consideration, the Committee recommended £16,500.   Colchester & Ipswich 
Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
16. Early Medieval gold finger-ring from Whorlton, North Yorkshire (2012 T497, SWYOR-

56EA98)- 2nd
 viewing 

Provisional valuer suggested £1,400-£1,800.  The Committee had seen the ring at its meeting of 
29th October 2014 and felt that it required further information from the provisional valuer before 
making a recommendation.  The provisional valuer supplied this information and the Committee 
inspected the ring again.  As previously, the Committee noted that of the examples sold in 
Timeline Auctions suggested by the provisional valuer, her figure 3, lot 478 in the sale of 29 May 
2014, seemed closest to the ring from Whorlton. 
 
Lot 478 had sold for £600 but the Committee appreciated that the Whorlton ring was slightly larger 
and had a secure provenance.  It also understood that the valuer felt that the Whorlton ring was 
more elegant and more finely crafted than the examples in Timeline Auctions.  Nonetheless the 
Committee believed that the valuation range suggested by the valuer was too high, and it 
recommended £1,000. York Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
17. Early Medieval gold finger-ring from Stockley area, Wiltshire (2013 T787, WILT-

C90DD5)- 2
nd viewing  

The provisional valuer had suggested £9,000-£10,000.  The Committee had seen the ring at its 
meeting of 10th September 2014 and recommended £5,500.  The finders and landowner challenged 
the recommended valuation and submitted an example from Les Enluminures for consideration.  
The Committee examined the Stockley ring again in light of this and pointed out that the Les 
Enluminures example is a retail price rather than an example of a price achieved at auction, which 
is the figure that the Committee takes to indicate the market value of an item. 
 
As noted in the minutes of the previous meeting, the Committee referred to recent auction 
examples of similar Early Medieval gold rings which indicated a figure lower than that suggested 
by the provisional valuer.  Finding nothing further in the finders’ and landowner’s submission to 



cause it to amend its recommendation, the Committee confirmed a figure of £5,500. Wiltshire 
Heritage Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
18. Early Medieval silver-gilt object from Cranfield, Bedfordshire (2013 T672, BH-E811E5)- 

2
nd viewing 

Consideration of this case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the finder. 
 
19. Anglo-Saxon silver pyramidal mount from Gainford area, County Durham (2013 T750; 

DUR-BA5975)- 3
rd

 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £5,000.  The Committee had seen the mount at its meeting of 
16th July 2014 and requested a second provisional valuation. The second provisional valuer 
suggested £365. The Committee considered the case again at its meeting of 10th September 2014 
and recommended £750.  The landowner challenged the recommended valuation. 
 
The Committee took account of this as it examined the silver pyramid mount again. The 
Committee assured the landowner that it had carefully considered the first valuer’s suggested 
parallels, but that it had disagreed with the conclusion that the valuer had arrived at from this 
evidence.  For instance, the Committee did not feel that the Gainford mount was ‘far above’ the 
example from Shouldham, Norfolk (2006 T14; NMS-A61494). The Committee found nothing 
further in the landowner’s submission to cause it to depart from its previous recommendation, and 
confirmed a figure of £750.  Bowes Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Medieval artefacts 
 
20. Medieval silver buckle from Gainsborough area, Lincolnshire (2014 T99, NLM-C8CBD0) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120.  The Committee inspected the buckle in light of this and 
was impressed with the substance of the item and presence of the pin.  Feeling that it would appeal 
to collectors, the Committee recommended £400, acknowledging that this was significantly higher 
than the valuer had suggested. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire.   
 
21. Medieval silver finger-ring from North Scarle area, Lincolnshire (2013 T920, DENO-

85FB20) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25.  The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee took account of this as it viewed the finger-ring.  It was noted that the 
ring suggested by the finder as a parallel to the one which he found was more attractive and 
wearable.  Nonetheless the Committee felt that the provisional valuation was too low for this 
object, and recommended £50.  The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 
 
22. Late-Medieval to Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Rufford area, 

Nottinghamshire (2013 T921, DENO-871506) 

The provisional valuer suggested £130. The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this 
and concurred with the valuer’s comment on the commonness of this type of ring.  In agreement 
with the valuer, the Committee recommended £130. Newark Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
23. Medieval silver finger-ring from Barnoldby le Beck area, North East Lincolnshire (2014 

T462, NLM-6754F6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200.  The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this 
and noticed that the ring was worn and felt that it would not attract much interest on the market at 
the suggested price.  The Committee recommended £170. North East Lincolnshire Museum hopes 
to acquire. 
 
24. Medieval gold finger-ring from South Derbyshire area (2013 T358, DENO-5C5DD3) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,500. The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and 
commented that the ring was attractive and in good condition.  In response to the valuer’s query as 
to whether the turquoise was a replacement stone, the Committee was of the view that the 
turquoise was likely to be original.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £1500. Derby Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
25. Medieval gold finger-ring from Bury St Edmunds area, Suffolk (2014 T1, SF-84D477) 
The provisional valuer suggested £2,500.  The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this 
and noted that the parallel suggested by the valuer was not particularly close to the ring in question, 



as it featured a thin rectangular band with external decoration and four small empty collets around 
the sapphire.  The Committee itself had valued rings more similar to the Bury St Edmunds ring on 
previous occasions, for instance a gold and garnet example from Wing area Buckinghamshire 
(2012 T474; BUC-9B5552) which was valued at £950 but weighed only 1.11g.  Another in this 
style was a gold and sapphire ring from Mowsley, Leicestershire (2012 T245; LEIC-C03C23) 
valued at £3,000, which weighed considerably more at 5.24g.  Taking all of the above into 
consideration, the Committee felt that the provisional valuation was too high, and recommended 
£2,000. Moyses Hall Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
26. Medieval gold finger-ring from Bolnhurst & Keysoe, Bedfordshire (2013 T668, BH-

E6D3F8) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10,000. The museum and the finder submitted comments on the 
provisional valuation, and the Committee took account of these as it viewed the ring.  The 
Committee found the parallels suggested by the museum to be for rings of similar date but different 
styles, and noted that the well-cut garnet and presence of two pearls enhanced the attraction of the 
Bolnhurst & Keysoe ring.  The presence of the A and M lettering and its likely meaning was also 
felt to contribute to the interest in the ring.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £10,000. The Ashmolean Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval artefacts 

 
27. Post-Medieval silver thimble from Charlton Marshall, Dorset (2013 T426, DOR-ABF786) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee viewed the thimble in light of this and 
commented on the damage that it had suffered, but noted the marks of the maker and the owner, 
and felt that their presence justified the suggested value. In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £40. Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 
  
28. Post-Medieval silver button from Tarvin area, Cheshire (2014 T302, LVPL-1EC484) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20.  The Committee examined the button in light of this and in 
agreement with the valuer, recommended £20. Grosvenor Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
29. Post-Medieval silver dress hook from Tiverton, Cheshire West & Chester (2014 T378, 

LVPL-859AC5) 

The provisional valuer suggested £35. The Committee inspected the dress hook in light of this and 
felt that it might find some interest in the market, despite the loss of some of its decoration.  In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £35. Grosvenor Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
30. Post-Medieval silver cufflink element from Swannington, Leicestershire (2014 T188, EIC-

9A9CF8) 
The provisional valuer suggested £25. The Committee viewed the cufflink in light of this and 
concurred that such items had become quite common.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £25. Leicestershire County Council Museum Service hopes to 
acquire.  
 
31. Post-Medieval silver toilet implement from Ingleton area, North Yorkshire (2014 T426, 

LANCUM-42AAC9) 
The provisional valuer suggested £75. The Committee examined the implement in light of this and 
found it to be a pleasing example of its type, small in size but attractive as a collectible.  It was felt 
that a slight elevation in the price was warranted, and the Committee recommended £80. Craven 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
32. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Brill, Buckinghamshire (2014 T271, BH-A3F837) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,500. The Committee viewed the ring in light of this, noting 
that although it was in good condition the ring lacked much substance.  The presence of an 
inscription was felt to be beneficial, though its impact was judged to be minimal owing to its 
unclear meaning.  The Committee judged the provisional valuation to be slightly high, and 
recommended £1,450.  Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
33. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Fratton District Ward, Hampshire (2014 T232, 

HAMP-513887) 



The provisional valuer suggested £2,000. The Committee examined the ring in light of this and 
was only partially sympathetic to the notion that the reference to ‘frynde’ in the inscription would 
enhance the appeal of this ring against other posy rings on the market. The loss of the enamel and 
the light weight of the ring were also felt to indicate that the suggested value was too optimistic. It 
was further noticed that the comparisons suggested by the valuer (Bonhams sale of 11 June 2014, 
lot 120), which were both rings that had been disclaimed under the Treasure Act (2010 T220 and 
2006 T332) and which were similar to the Fratton District Ward ring, indicated to the Committee 
that the suggested value for the Fratton District Ward ring was too high. The Committee 
recommended £1500. Portsmouth City Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
34. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Hoby with Rotherby, Leicestershire (2014 T299, 

LEIC-1E0AE6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000.  The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this 
and felt that the valuer’s report was well-supported with evidence from the open market.  In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,000. Leicestershire County 
Council Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
35. Post-Medieval gold crucifix pendant from Skellow, Doncaster (2013 T807, SWYOR-

7346E4) 
The first provisional valuer suggested £5,000; the second provisional valuer suggested £800. 
Consideration of the case was deferred to the following meeting at the request of the finder.   
 
36. Post-Medieval gold wrist clasp from Kingsclere, Hampshire (2013 T918, HAMP-

841BC0)- 2
nd viewing 

The first provisional valuer had suggested £1,800 and the Committee had seen the wrist clasp at its 
meeting of 10th September 2014.  The Committee has requested a second provisional valuation and 
the second provisional valuer suggested £120. The Committee examined the clasp again in light of 
this, taking account of the fact that the frame was gold but that the rock crystal setting was very 
damaged. The Committee recommended £200. Hampshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
37. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from St Michael, Hertfordshire (2013 T661, BH-

A8FDC8)- 2
nd viewing 

The provisional valuer had suggested £3,000. The Committee had viewed the ring at its meeting of 
10th September 2014 and had recommended a value of £2,500.  The finder and landowner 
submitted challenges to the recommended value, and the Committee took account of these as it 
examined the ring again.  
 
The Committee explained that since the publication of Joan Evans’ book on posy rings in 1931, a 
large number of such rings had been discovered and many of these contained inscriptions which 
were not included in Dame Evans’ book.  That was not to say that this inscription was 
uninteresting, but the Committee felt that its original recommendation adequately accounted for the 
ring’s novel message. 
 
The finder cited as an example a finger-ring in Bill Wyman’s book (Bill Wyman’s Treasure 
Islands). The Committee took this to be the ring from near Middleham Castle, North Yorkshire, 
which was 14th or 15th century in date and believed to be associated with supporter of the 
Lancastrian kings, and therefore not a useful indicator of the value of the posy ring from St 
Michael. The Committee also pointed out that all historic objects that come before it are unique 
and many have personal inscriptions, and it believed that its original recommendation adequately 
accounted for these factors in this case. 
 
Finding nothing further in the finder or landowner’s submissions to cause it to depart from its 
original recommendation, the Committee confirmed a value of £2,500. St Albans Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
 
38. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Launde, Leicestershire (2013 T363, LEIC-734E08)- 

3
rd viewing 

The first provisional valuer had suggested £12,000; the second provisional valuer had suggested 
£15,000.  The Committee had seen the ring twice previously; at its meeting of 21st May 2014 it had 
requested further information from the provisional valuers, and when this was received the 
Committee considered the case again along with submissions from the finder and landowner, at its 



meeting of 29th October 2014.  The Committee recommended £15,000 at that meeting, but the 
finder, landowner and museum submitted further comments.   
 
The Committee examined the finger-ring again and took account of all of the submissions made.  
The Committee appreciated that the first valuer’s suggestion was in his words ‘a guess based on 
instinct’ and also noted that his opinion a change in view on the date of the ring would make only a 
negligible change in value.  This was contrasted by the second valuer’s view that an earlier date for 
the ring than that originally cited would make it more valuable, but the Committee found that her 
reference to the ring 2008 T464 was misleading because of 2008 T464 was superior in quality to 
the ring from Launde. 
 
The finder and landowner did not submit further auction evidence but argued that similar rings had 
been consistently undervalued by auctioneers and achieved figures above their estimated value at 
auction.  The Committee commented that while this was the case for the examples cited by the 
finder and landowner, it was normally the case that auction results followed their pre-auction 
estimate. 
 
The submission from the museum contained examples illustrating the above point.  However, it did 
not convince the Committee that it had judged the value of the Launde ring incorrectly.  The 
Committee confirmed a recommendation of £15,000.  
 
 
Item 4: Coins 

 
Roman coins:  

 
39. Roman coin hoard (110) from Riddlesden area, West Yorkshire (2014 T151, SWYOR-

810366) 

The provisional valuer suggested £346.  The Committee examined the coins in light of this and felt 
that several of the coins, such as the denarius of Plautilla, were attractive and could achieve slightly 
higher figures than estimated.  The Committee recommended £400. Bradford Museum & Art 
Gallery hopes to acquire. 
 
40. Iron Age gold (7) and Roman silver (28) coins from Malpas, Cheshire (2014 T89, LVPL-

DFD9E1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5,120. The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and 
noted that the overall valuation was slightly low, anticipating more interest than the valuer had 
allowed for.  The Committee recommended £5,500 for the whole hoard, which included a 
valuation of £35 for the single coin found by the second finder. National Museums Liverpool & 
Congleton Museum hope to acquire. 
 
41. Roman coins (103) and associated material from Knutsford area, Cheshire (2012 T406, 

LVPL-B44185) – 3
rd

  viewing 

The first provisional valuer had suggested £1,500-£1,700 (coins); the second provisional valuer, 
had suggested £1,500 (objects).  The Committee had seen the items at its meeting of 21st May 2014 
and recommended £3,200, which consisted of valuations of £1,600 for the coins and £1,600 for the 
objects. The finder, landowner and museum submitted a challenge to the Committee’s valuation 
and the Committee asked, at its meeting of 10th September 2014, for the case to be deferred whilst 
the brooch in the soil block was cleaned.  
 
The brooch in the soil block was excavated and entirely visible as the Committee considered the 
material again. No further items had been found in the soil block.  The Committee was satisfied 
that its earlier recommendation for the coins was correct but looking at all of the objects again, 
with the inclusion of the freshly excavated brooch, the Committee felt that an uplift of £500 was 
warranted and recommended £2,100 for these. 
 
Overall the total valuation came to £3,700.  National Museums Liverpool hopes to acquire. 
 
42. Roman copper alloy coin hoard (c.22,000) from Seaton, Devon (2013 T763, PAS-

D7EA4C) 
The provisional valuer suggested £17,986. The finder submitted comments regarding the 
provisional valuation. The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this. It noted that the hoard 



contained a coin which had turned out to be the one-millionth object recorded on the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme’s database, but said that this would not enhance the financial value of that coin 
or the hoard.  The Committee was not convinced that there was enough evidence to suggest that 
were the coins to come on the open market, their large number would depress prices. That being 
the case, the Committee felt that it required a second provisional valuation of the hoard before it 
made a recommendation.  The Committee agreed to consider the case again when that valuation is 
received. Royal Albert Memorial Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Early Medieval coins:  

 
43. Early Medieval silver coins (2) fused from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (2011 T706) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and 
found them to be interesting, but agreed that in their current condition the suggested value was 
correct.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £40. Colchester & 
Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
44. Early Medieval gold coin pendant from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (2012 T407) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800. The finder and the museum both submitted comments with 
regards to the provisional valuation. The Committee took account of these as it viewed the coin 
pendant.  The provisional valuer had suggested that the conversion of the coin into an item of 
jewellery would have damaged the coin in the eyes of coin collectors and would therefore make it 
less appealing to them.  The Committee however took the view that the rarity of the coin was such 
that even in its present state it would retain the interest of coin collectors as well as collectors of 
antiquities.  The Committee accepted that the condition of the coin was not of the same fineness as 
the example submitted by the finders, but felt that nonetheless it was worth much more than the 
provisional valuer had suggested.  The Committee recommended £1,500. Colchester & Ipswich 
Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

 

Post-Medieval coins:  

 
45. Post-Medieval silver coins (4) from Monkton Deverill area, Wiltshire (2013 T783, WILT-

C8E927) 
The provisional valuer suggested £350. The Committee examined the coins in light of this and 
commented that the valuer’s report was accurate and well-supported.  In agreement with him, the 
Committee recommended £350. Salisbury & South Wiltshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
[Tim Pestell left the room] 

 
Norfolk Cases: 

 
46. Bronze Age gold strip from Deopham area, Norfolk (2014 T6, NMS-6E2A74) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150.  The Committee examined the strip in light of this and 
agreed that the decorative ribbing on the surface of the strip contributed to its appeal. In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £150. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
47. Roman silver finger-ring from Deopham, Norfolk (2014 T43, NMS-79BD95) 

The finder and landowner waived their right to a reward in this case prior to the meeting, and 
Norwich Castle Museum will acquire it at no expense. 
 
48. Early Medieval silver pendant from Holt area, Norfolk (2014 T513, NMS-8E57D8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-£150. The Committee inspected the pendant in light of this 
and commented on its plain design; in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £100. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
49. Early Medieval silver strap end from Roydon, Norfolk (2013 T731, SF-A66946) 

The provisional valuer suggested £220. The Committee examined the strap end in light of this and 
observed that it was attractively engraved but suffered from some slight corrosion.  In agreement 



with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £220. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
50. Early Medieval silver brooch fragment from Flordon, Norfolk (2014 T315, NMS-3643E6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this, and, 
noting that it was a very minute fragment, recommended £40. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
51. Early Medieval silver brooch fragment from Kenninghall, Norfolk (2014 T316, NMS-

22D466) 

The provisional valuer suggested £85-£95. The Committee examined the brooch fragment in light 
of this and took notice of its small size, but felt that the engraving was appealing.  In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £95. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
52. Early Medieval silver-gilt brooch fragment from Morning Thorpe, Norfolk (2014 T434, 

NMS-8FD211) 
The provisional valuer suggested £90-£100. The Committee examined the brooch fragment in light 
of this and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £90. Norwich Castle Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
53. Early Medieval silver brooch fragment from Methwold, Norfolk (2014 T379, NMS-

EFE4B4)- 2
nd viewing 

The provisional valuer had suggested £200, the finder had supplied comments, and the Committee 
considered the case at its meeting of 29th October 2014.  It noted that the comparison referred to by 
the valuer contained an incorrect reference, and so asked for clarification from him on that matter 
as well as his thoughts on the comparison provided by the finder.  The provisional valuer 
responded and raised his suggestion to £400. 
 
The Committee had made recommendations on similar examples in the past; one from Hunstanton 
area, Norfolk (2009 T53, NMS-013F85) valued at £500 and one from Kilham, East Riding of 
Yorkshire (2003 T193; YORYM-EC2251) valued at £350.  The Committee agreed with the 
valuer’s view that the example cited by the finder as having sold at Timeline Auctions in February 
2014 (lot 1024) for £1,900 was both finer than the brooch fragment under consideration and was 
also an aberration.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £400. 
Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
54. Early Medieval gold pin head from Sedgeford, Norfolk (2014 T132, NMS-6F4832)- 2

nd
 

viewing 
The first provisional valuer had suggested £1,000-£1,500. The Committee viewed the pin head at 
its meeting of 29th October 2014 and requested a second provisional valuation.  The second 
provisional valuer suggested £420.  The finder supplied two letters to the Committee regarding the 
valuation process and the suggested figures. 
 
The Committee took account of all of this as it viewed the pin head again. It agreed that the parallel 
suggested by the second valuer did not more closely resemble the pin head from Sedgeford than 
those examples provided by the first valuer. The Committee acknowledged the difficulty in finding 
a precise market parallel but felt that the value of the item was in between the two suggested 
figures, and recommended £800. 
 
In addressing the finder’s concerns, the Committee confirmed that both provisional valuers had 
viewed the object in person and so their assessments were based on first-hand observation.  They 
also both had access to the report prepared by Erica Darch and Helen Geake.  Both consultants 
have served as expert valuers for the Committee for more than ten years.  The Committee further  
explained that the expert valuers with whom it consults are independent from one another and are 
asked not to work with one another when commissioned by the Committee to provide a valuation.  
Consequently, their opinions do sometimes vary substantially. Were the values to consistently 
coincide with one another for objects such as this, for which there are no exact parallels on the 
market, the Committee would suspect their collusion, and their usefulness to the Committee would 
be compromised.  Finally, the Committee also pointed out that Tim Pestell, a member of the 
Committee and also the curator of Archaeology at Norwich Castle Museum, is never present for 
the discussion of values of any items found in Norfolk.     



 
 
55. Medieval silver seal matrix from Horsham St Faith & Newton St Faith, Norfolk (2014 

T214, NMS-6D6B16) 
The provisional valuer suggested £750. The Committee examined the seal matrix in light of this 
and felt that the valuer’s report was well-argued.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £750. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
56. Iron Age gold staters (44) from South Norfolk (2012 T863, NMS-397D42)- 2

nd
 viewing 

The provisional valuer had suggested £7,000-£10,000.  The finder and landowner had supplied a 
valuation from for £19,500. The Committee had viewed the coins at its meeting of 29th 
October 2014 and recommended £10,000.  One of the finders submitted a challenge to the 
recommended valuation. 
 
The Committee considered the finder’s arguments and the comparanda that was submitted and 
examined each of the coins again.  It maintained that s valuation, based on retail prices, 
was too high, but accepted that the coins would be more desirable on the open market than it had 
appreciated and that the original recommended valuation was too low. The Committee 
recommended £12,500 for the hoard. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
57. Roman silver coin hoard (54) from South Norfolk area (2014 T94, NMS-0F1E88) 

The provisional valuer suggested £732. The finder submitted comments on the provisional 
valuation. The Committee viewed the coin hoard in light of this and also noted that the coin hoard 
was an addendum to an earlier hoard of 59 denarii from the same place (2012 T810) and that the 
earlier hoard had been valued at £2500.  The Committee felt that it required a second valuation in 
order to better inform its discussion, and asked the Secretariat to commission one.  The Committee 
agreed to consider the case again when the second valuation is received. Norwich Castle Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell re-entered the room] 
 
British Museum cases: 

 

58. Roman coin (catalogue # 163) from Lenham area, Kent (2012 T140, KENT-B85592) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20. The Committee examined the coin in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £20. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

Item 5: Meeting dates in 2015 

 

The following dates and rooms have been reserved for meetings in 2015: 
 

4 February – Board Room  
8 April – Board Room 
20 May – Hartwell Room 
8 July – Board Room 
19 August – Hartwell Room 
14 October – Hartwell Room 
2 December – Board Room 
 

 

Item 6: Any Other Business:   

 

Provisional Valuer Meeting: The Committee suggested that it would be useful to have another 
meeting with its pool of provisional valuers, sometime in the second half of 2015.  This meeting 
could take place in the first hour of a normal Committee meeting. 
 

 

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, 4 February 2015 at the British Museum, at 11:00am. 
 
 



Provisional valuations: 

 

1.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 




