
WORKING MINUTES 

 

Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 16
th

 July 2014  
 
The meeting was held in the Board Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 16th July 2014 at 11:00 am.      
 
Present: 

 
Committee:      British Museum:     Apologies: 
Colin Renfrew (Chair)     Roger Bland      Mark Caldon (DCMS)  
Ian Carradice      Becky Dobson          
John Cherry      Janina Parol 
Peter Clayton      Ian Richardson 
David Dykes 
Hetty Gleave 
Tim Pestell 
 

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday, 21
st
 May 2014 

 

Item 2: Objects 

 
Bronze Age artefacts 

 
1. Late Bronze Age hoard from Rampside area, Cumbria (2013 T958, LANCUM-428850) 
The provisional valuer suggested £210.  The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and took note of 
the fragmentary nature of many of the items.  The Committee felt that the valuer had properly accounted for 
the attraction of the hoard, and in agreement with him, recommended £210.  The Dock Museum, Barrow-in-
Furness hopes to acquire. 
 
2. Bronze Age gold strip from Retford, Nottinghamshire (2012 T926, LVPL-34D297) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-£200.  The Committee examined the gold strip in light of this and 
commented on the small size of the piece, and felt that the provisional valuer had overestimated its appeal, 
citing an earlier Treasure find from the Bronze Age which it had valued at less.  Treasure case 2007 T8 (NMS-
BE02A4) was less attractive than the current piece but weighed twice as much, and had been valued at £45, 
while another case (2012 T66, NMS-46A4D4), again heavier and unfolded, had been valued at £50 by the 
Committee.  For the gold strip from Retford, the Committee recommended £80.  Bassetlaw Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
  
3. Middle Bronze Age hoard from Ockham, Surrey (2013 T316, SUR-B41DB6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £505.  The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this and acknowledged 
the interest of some of the pieces, but felt that the extensive corrosion and fragmentary nature would hamper 
their appeal on the market.  The Committee recommended £450.  Guildford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
4. Middle Bronze Age hoard from Wylye, Wiltshire (2012 T786, WILT-038191) 

The provisional valuer had recommended £7,600.  The Committee viewed the hoard at its meeting of 21st May 
2014 and recommended £7,600.  The finders disagreed with this valuation and submitted challenges, asking 
the Committee to review the case.   
 
The Committee thanked the finders for their letters and examined the hoard again.  The Committee noted the 
finders’ dissatisfaction with the method of valuation being carried out as a sum of the components of the 
hoard.  The Committee agreed that an acquiring museum may wish to display the hoard items together in one 
group but felt that this supposition did not contribute any further to the commercial appeal of the hoard; the 
Committee felt that were the hoard to go on the market, it would just as likely be sold as individual items or in 
small groups.  The fact that the items had come from the Wylye hoard would not generate any special interest 
beyond that of other Bronze Age hoards that have been discovered.  The Committee felt that the figures 
suggested by the provisional valuer took account of the fact that of the items’ appeal by virtue of their having 
been deposited and found together as opposed to being single finds. 
 
The Committee also noted that the first finder believed that the individual figures suggested for several of the 
artefacts to be too low, but in the Committee’s experience the suggested prices accurately reflected the current 
market for these items. 
 



The Committee found no evidence in the letters of the finders to cause it to depart from its previous 
recommendation, and it confirmed a figure of £7,600 for the hoard. 
 

 

5. Bronze Age gold lunula (2 parts) from Thwing, East Riding of Yorkshire (2012 T811, DUR-A24C08)- 

3
rd

 viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £4,500-£5,000. The Committee had seen the item at its meeting of 5th 
December 2013 and had recommended £5000. The finder had submitted a challenge to the valuation and to 
the proposed apportionment of the reward.  The Committee viewed the lunula again at is meeting of 29th 
January 2014 and confirmed a recommendation of £5000 and that the reward should be apportioned 50% to 
the finder and 50% to the landowner.  The finder no longer disputed the apportionment of reward, but 
submitted a private valuation by of £14,000 - £18,000. 
 
The Committee took account of this as it viewed the lunula again.  The Committee had previously expressed 
its agreement with the suggestion of the provisional valuer, who has noted that such items are rarely seen on 
the market.  The private valuation was felt to be considered and reasoned, and it used as a comparison a lunula 
which was believed to have been stolen from Limerick Municipal Museum in 1969 and had eventually 
emerged at Christie’s in London in 1990 where it was offered under a private treaty sale for £30,000 - 
£50,000, eventually being returned to the National Museum in Dublin for an agreed £18,000.  Unfortunately 
no photographs or dimensions of this item were immediately available. 
 
Given the discrepancy between the provisional valuation and the private valuation, the Committee felt that it 
required a second provisional valuation for the lunula, and asked the Secretariat to commission to 
provide one.  The Committee will then consider the item again when this valuation is received. The British 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

 
Roman artefacts 

 
6. Roman silver brooch (fragment) from Rufford area, Nottinghamshire (2013 T161, DENO-1DDC38) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-£80.  The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and felt that the 
value of the piece had been overestimated when compared to the numerous small artefacts commonly seen at 
antiquities fairs.  The Committee recommended £50.  Newark Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

7. Roman gold finger-ring from Cublington area, Buckinghamshire (2013 T669, BUC-E7B767) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120.  The Committee viewed the ring in light of this and felt that its 
relatively unusual shape added to its appeal.  Indeed a ring of similar design from Brewham, Somerset (2003 
T16, Treasure Annual Report 2003, pg. 50) had been valued at £2000, but it was four times the weight of the 
present ring.  Whilst it was felt that this earlier valuation was generous, the Committee acknowledged that the 
ring from the Cublington area had been underappreciated by the provisional valuer, and recommended £250.  
Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
  
8. Roman gold finger-ring from Scaftworth area, Nottinghamshire (2013 T65, SWYOR-BACDB6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250.  The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this and noted its 
distorted shape and its missing bezel, and initially felt that the provisional valuation was too generous.  
However the Committee noted that the ring bore similarities to a finger-ring from Cawston, Norfolk that it had 
valued in the early years of the Treasure Act (PEE78; Treasure Annual Report 2000, item 22; valued at 
£1000).  The Cawston ring was also distorted but retained a garnet gemstone which made it relatively much 
more appealing than the ring under discussion.    In light of this evidence, the Committee found itself in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, and recommended £250.  Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
9. Roman gold finger-ring from Colchester, Essex (2013 T608, ESS-2C0BA6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £850-£950.  The Committee inspected the ring in light of this and noted the 
damage to the ring, agreeing that this affected its appeal on the market.  The Committee pointed out that the 
parallels provided by the valuer were all of better condition than the ring in question.  It also found a similar 
ring, also in better condition, from Denton with Wootton, Kent (2005 T276; KENT-8F44B2) that it had earlier 
valued at £1,600 and which weighed 10g compared to the 7.6g of the Colchester ring.  Having regard to all of 
the above, in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £850.  Colchester & 
Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
10. Roman gold finger-ring from Carlisle City, Cumbria (2013 T372, DUR-879173) 



The provisional valuer suggested £800-£900.  The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this and 
agreed with the comments of the valuer regarding the quality of workmanship and the wear suffered by the 
ring.  The decoration of the ring, especially on the shoulders, was believed to be attractive, but the Committee 
felt that the suggested range overestimated the appeal of this ring on the market given its light weight and the 
small glass setting.  It recommended £700.  Tullie House Museum, Carlisle, hopes to acquire. 
 
11. Roman gold finger-ring from Wistow, North Yorkshire (2013 T722, YORYM-B88CF2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,200-£1,400.  The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and 
agreed that the intaglio was an impressive size and well-carved, adding to its attraction.  However it also 
noticed the distortion of the hoop.  The Committee’s analysis of the ring compared to the parallels suggested 
by the provisional valuer led it to believe that the Wistow ring was closer in appeal to the items at the lower 
end of the scale, for instance the ring sold for £700 at Timeline Auctions in February 2014, lot 685, which 
although of smaller size featured a more decorative and undistorted hoop.  The Committee recommended £900 
for the Wistow ring.  York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
 

Early Medieval artefacts 

 

12. Early Medieval silver object from Brampton area, Lincolnshire (2013 T949, SWYOR-F26E42) 
The provisional valuer suggested £12-£15.  The Committee viewed the object in light of this and commented 
on its small size and fragmentary nature.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £12.  The 
Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 
 
13. Early Medieval silver wrist clasp from Coddington area, Nottinghamshire (2013 T227, DENO-

089A26) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25.  The Committee examined the wrist clasp in light of this and 
acknowledged that it was a small and fragmentary piece of a larger artefact.  Nonetheless it was felt to be rare 
and interesting, and the Committee recommended £30.  Newark Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
14. Early Medieval silver strap end from Uttlesford area, Essex (2013 T414, CAM-4E3706) 

The provisional valuer suggested £35.  The Committee inspected the strap end in light of this and in agreement 
with the provisional valuer, recommended £35.  The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
15. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from Lyminge, Kent (2013 T645, KENT-8EABA3) 
The provisional valuer suggested £250-£280.  The Committee examined the hooked tag in light of this and 
found it to be an attractive piece.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £280.  The British 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
16. Early Medieval silver coin brooch from Huntingdon District area, Cambridgeshire (2012 T597, 

CAM-CE2AB5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £90.  The Committee viewed the coin brooch in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £90. The Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, hopes to 
acquire. 
 
17. Early Medieval silver-gilt mount from Newbold Pacey, Warwickshire (2013 T338, WAW-7A89A7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-£300. The Committee inspected the mount in light of this and noted the 
unfortunate loss of the central stone and the relatively small amount of gilding remaining.  In agreement with 
the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £250.  Warwickshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

18. Early Medieval gold and glass pendant from Alford area, Lincolnshire (2012 T616, LIN-DAFEE5) 

The provisional valuer suggested £550-£650.  The Committee examined the pendant in light of this and 
commented on the poor condition of the glass inset, which it felt would hinder the item’s appeal on the market.  
For this reason the suggested range was believed to be too high, and the Committee recommended £500.  The 
Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 
 
19. Early Medieval silver object from Twyford area, Buckinghamshire (2013 T528, BERK-9E0A55) 
The provisional valuer suggested £900-£1000.  The Committee inspected the object in light of this and found 
it to be impressive and appealing.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £1000.  
Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 



20. Anglo-Saxon silver pyramidal mount from Gainford area, County Durham (2013 T750; DUR-

BA5975) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5,000.  The Committee inspected the pyramid mount in light of this and 
noted the attractive designs on the faces of the piece and the presence of the garnet, which contributed to its 
appeal.  The Committee felt however that the suggested price was high for a silver pyramidal mount.  It asked 
the Secretariat to commission a second provisional valuation from  and when that is received the 
Committee will consider the piece again. The Bowes Museum, Teesdale, hopes to acquire. 
 
 
21. Anglo-Saxon grave assemblage from Middleham, North Yorkshire (2011 T300) 

Finder submission: the finder and landowner are dissatisfied with the provisional valuation of the coin.  
The provisional valuer suggested £11,565.  The finders, landowner and museum submitted comments on the 
provisional valuation.   
 
The Committee examined the grave assemblage in light of the provisional valuation and submissions.  In 
recognition of the fact that the items all belonged to an Anglo-Saxon grave and were not a series of unrelated 
finds, the Committee first considered whether this fact had an effect on the market value of the individual 
items in the hoard.  After much debate, the Committee came to the view that were the assemblage to come on 
the market, most of the items would be sold separately in order to achieve the highest possible value for them, 
and therefore the overall value of the assemblage was not felt to be in need of enhancement, and the 
Committee felt that it was correct that the assemblage could be valued as a sum of its component parts. 
 
An exception was felt to be the iron sword, which, taken on its own, would have been judged to be worth no 
more than suggested by the valuer.  The Committee felt however that the finder and landowner were correct in 
their point that together with the pommel, the sword would make for an attractive acquisition for a collector.  
It was pointed out that the poor condition of the sword meant that attachment of the pommel at the hilt would 
be delicate and not robust.  The pommel itself was seen to be attractive but the Committee also noted that it 
was made of a base silver/copper-alloy with a covering layer of gold foil which formed the cap, and that this 
comprised a smaller amount of gold than in many other pommels from the period.  Having regard for all of 
these factors, the Committee felt that an accurate price for the sword and pommel together was £5,000. 
 
The provisional valuation of the coin had also been the subject of query from the finders and landowner, and it 
had been suggested that a similar coin sold for £21,000 gave a truer guide to the value of the piece in question.  
The Committee noted however that the coin suggested as a comparison was of a different type and the only 
one of that type known outside of a public collection, and its rarity resulted in a greater demand.  The coin 
from the Middleham group was observed to be of a different and less rare type, and the Committee noted that 
Spink’s Coins of England and the United Kingdom 2012 gave as a retail figure (and thus a figure higher than 
the auction hammer price) for this type of coin £6,500.  With that in mind it was felt that the provisional 
valuation of £6,750 for the thrymsa was adequate and a well-reasoned estimate. 
 
For the other items in the assemblage, the Committee was impressed with the rationale and justification of the 
provisional valuer, and it accepted the individual suggestions that had been made.  This led to an overall 
valuation of: 
 
Item 1 – Pommel 
Item 2 – Sword (taken with the above): £5000 
Item 3 – Thrymsa: £6750 
Item 4 – Spearhead: £40 
Item 5 – Knife: £35 
Item 6 – Copper-alloy ring: £10 
Item 7 – Hanging bowl mount (Smith): £400 
Item 8 – Hanging bowl mount (Buchan): £500 
Item 9 – Hanging bowl mount (Pagluica): £480 
 
Total:  £13,215 
 
York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
 
22. Early Medieval silver ingot & white metal fragment from Carnforth area, Lancashire (2013 T14, 

LANCUM-E88AE2) 



The provisional valuer suggested £30. The finder submitted comments on the provisional valuation.  The 
Committee viewed the ingot and metal fragment in light of this.  It agreed that the provisional valuation was 
too low and inconsistent with the valuation of Early Medieval silver ingots that the Committee had seen in the 
past.  The Committee had attempted over time to ensure that these ingots were given consistent valuations in 
accordance with their weight and precious metal content.  In valuing the subject ingot by the same means, the 
Committee recommended £200.  Lancaster City Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 

23. Early Medieval gold finger-ring from St Osyth, Essex (2012 T89, ESS-FA05C2) - 2
nd

 viewing 
The first provisional valuer had recommended £3,000.  The finder had submitted comments and private 
valuations from for £8,000 and for £8,000-£12,000.  The Committee viewed the 
ring at its meeting of 21st May 2014 and asked the Secretariat to commission a second provisional valuation.  
The second provisional valuer suggested £1,800-£2,200.  The finder supplied further comments from 

 
 
The Committee took account of all of this information as it viewed the ring again.  It made the same 
observations that it had at its last meeting regarding the absence of the ring’s enamelling and its light weight, and 
additionally noted that it was well-worn, probably as a result of having been subjected to conditions of the 
foreshore, where it had been found.   
 
The discrepancy between the provisional valuations and the private valuations supplied by the finder were noted 
by the Committee, who commented that the private valuers had not assessed the ring in person but had based 
their suggestions on photographs.  The Committee felt that when seen in person, the ring was less impressive 
than it appeared in photographs. 
 
The Committee felt that the true value of the ring lay between the suggestions of the two provisional valuers, and 
recommended £2,500.  
 
Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

 
Medieval artefacts 

 

24. Medieval silver brooch from Sherbourne St John, Hampshire (2013 T295, HAMP-0F3171) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50.  The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and felt that it was 
an attractive size and had a pleasing patina.  The Committee recommended £70.  Hampshire Museum Service 
hopes to acquire. 
 
25. Medieval silver-gilt brooch from The Easters area, Essex (2011 T209, ESS-330581) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150.  The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and in agreement 
with the provisional valuer, recommended £150.  Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
26. Medieval gold brooch from Kirton, Lincolnshire (2013 T174; LIN-9A4B26) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400.  The finder submitted comments on the provisional valuation.  The 
Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and agreed that it was attractive and charming, but felt that its 
small size allowed for a difference in value between the brooch and others that the Committee had valued 
previously, for instance the example from South Cave, East Riding of Yorkshire (2012 T642; LVPL-83D8B4) 
which was larger than the Kirton example and had been valued at £750 [NB:  the finder’s submission 
erroneously ascribed a valuation of £1800 to the South Cave brooch].  The Committee also pointed to the 
uncertainty of the meaning of the inscription, which meant that its presence did not carry as much weight as it 
might otherwise have.  Having regard to all of the above, the Committee recommended £500.  The Collection, 
Lincoln, hopes to acquire.  
 
27. Medieval gold jewellery fragment from Coddington, Nottinghamshire (2013 T156, DENO-07F3C7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30.  The Committee viewed the jewellery fragment in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £30.  Newark Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
28. Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Little Bentley area, Essex (2012 T214, ESS-194F13) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-£300.  The Committee examined the ring in light of this and 
commented on the number of similar rings it had seen in the past.  The presence of an inscription was felt to 



add to the appeal of this piece, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 
£250.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 

 
29. Medieval silver-gilt dress fitting from Gayton, Northamptonshire (2012 T439, NARC-0E55A1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £75.  The finder submitted comments on the provisional valuation.  The 
Committee took account of these as it viewed the item, agreeing with the finder that it was indeed a cap badge 
and that it had greater appeal than a standard dress fastener of the same date, which the provisional valuer 
seemed to classify it as.  The cap badge was felt to be of an impressive size and featured an attractive 
rendering of St Peter.  For these reasons, the Committee recommended £300.  The British Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 

30. Medieval gold finger-ring from Tytherington, South Gloucestershire (2013 T49, GLO-E21C31)- 2
nd

 

viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £1,500-£2,000.  The Committee had viewed the ring at its meeting of 
21st May 2014 and recommended a value of £1,200.  The finder submitted a challenge to the recommended 
valuation.   
 
The Committee considered the ring again in light of this.  It thanked the finder for his letter but felt that it 
contained no new evidence to cause it to depart from its recommendation of the previous meeting. By way of 
clarification, the Committee pointed out that the comment of the provisional valuer that ‘signet rings from this 
period in good condition tend to fetch in the region of £4000 - £6000’ did not necessarily mean that this 
particular ring would achieve that result if it was in better condition.  The Committee confirmed a 
recommendation of £1,200.  Bristol City Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
31. Medieval gold pendant from Tamworth area, Staffordshire (2013 T710, WMID-115B76)- 2

nd
 

viewing 
The first provisional valuer had suggested £2,500.  The finder had provided comments on the first provisional 
valuation, expressing the opinion that the pendant was worth more than suggested by the first valuer. The 
Committee viewed the pendant at its meeting of 21st May 2014 and requested a second provisional valuation.  
The second provisional valuer suggested £1,650. 
 
The Committee examined the pendant again in light of this.  It felt that the second provisional valuation was 
well-reasoned, but found his use of a posy ring as a guide to the market appeal of the pendant to be puzzling.  
The Committee again commented that the pendant from Stagsden, Bedfordshire (2008 T660; BUC-96EBF1), 
was also not a close parallel, but felt it worth noting that when the item was disclaimed, it eventually sold at 
auction for a figure much higher than that recommended by the Committee.   
 
The pendant from the Tamworth area was felt to be small but very attractive and it was observed that the 
absence of the back plate would not hamper its appeal on the market unduly, because if it was worn the lack of 
a back plate would not be noticeable.  The inscription and suspension loop also added to the attraction of the 
piece.  For these reasons the Committee arrived at the view that the first provisional valuer had adequately 
appreciated the appeal of the piece, and in agreement with him, the Committee recommended £2,500.  The 
Potteries Museum & Art Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent, hopes to acquire. 
 
 

Post-Medieval artefacts 

 
32. Post-Medieval silver knuckle guard from Alwington, Devon (2012 T730, DEV-D44F21) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30.  This item was not considered as the finder and landowner waived their 
right to a reward in order that the Museum of Barnstaple could acquire the item at no cost. 
 
33. Post-Medieval silver ferrule from Winteringham, North Lincolnshire (2013 T419, DUR-ACD512) 
The provisional valuer suggested £30.  The Committee examined the ferrule in light of this and observed that 
it was an interesting piece, featuring an attractive engraving.  The Committee recommended £40.  North 
Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
34. Post-Medieval silver cufflink element from South of Colchester, Essex (2013 T257, ESS-E9DC63) 
The provisional valuer suggested £25.  The Committee inspected the cufflink element in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £25.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to 
acquire. 



 
35. Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Colchester District, Essex (2013 T89, ESS-E53F52) 

The provisional valuer recommended £50.  The Committee viewed the seal matrix in light of this and noted its 
coarse quality and damaged condition, and commented that the provisional valuation was accurate.  In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £50.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 
36. Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Mistley, Essex (2012 T707, ESS-CD0475) 
The provisional valuer suggested £75.  The Committee examined the seal matrix in light of this and felt that 
the suggested valuation adequately accounted for the damage to the item and its potential on the market.  In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £75.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 

37. Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Gussage All Saints, Dorset (2013 T137, DOR-0D2272) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100.  The Committee inspected the seal matrix in light of this and noted the 
damage to the item.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £100.  Dorset 
County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
38. Post-Medieval silver-gilt hooked-tag from Buckden, Cambridgeshire (2012 T617, CAM-DB9295) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80.  The Committee viewed the hooked tag in light of this and pointed out 
that it had suffered some slight damage which the valuer had not fully accounted for in his valuation.  The 
Committee recommended £70.  The Norris Museum, St Ives, hopes to acquire. 
 
39. Late Medieval to Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Froxfield, Hampshire (2013 T747, 

HAMP-102466) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40.  The Committed inspected the finger-ring in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £40.  Hampshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
40. Post-Medieval silver finger-ring from Shottesbrooke, Windsor & Maidenhead (2013 T565, SUR-

3144B1)   
The provisional valuer suggested £40.  This item was not seen by the Committee as the finder and landowner 
both waived their right to a reward in order for the Maidenhead Heritage Trust to acquire the ring at no 
expense. 
 
41. Post-Medieval silver vervel from Bruen Stapleford, Cheshire (2013 T536, PUBLIC-A42D62) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,200.  The Committee viewed the vervel in light of this and felt that the 
suggested value was an accurate reflection of the item’s worth, and that it accorded well with previous 
recommendations by the Committee for other vervels and those sold at auction.  In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,200.  Grosvenor Museum, Chester, hopes to acquire. 
 
42. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Wing area, Buckinghamshire (2013 T567, BUC-834314) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500.  The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this and felt that 
the valuation was well-supported.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 
£500.  Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
43. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Whittington, Lancashire (2012 T859, LANCUM-F2B345) 
The provisional valuer suggested £800.  The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this and 
commented that the valuer had provided little evidence to support her suggestion; indeed, she admitted that the 
suggested figure was speculative.  Nonetheless the Committee found the suggested price to reasonably account 
for attraction of the ring, which in its undamaged state would have been more appealing.  The presence of the 
coloured enamel was felt to contribute to the item’s interest, but the Committee felt that it would be very 
difficult to straighten the ring without causing further damage to its decoration.  In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £800.  Lancaster City Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
44. Post-Medieval gold seal matrix from Oxford, Oxfordshire (2013 T74, BERK-8D66C3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,500.  This item was deferred from the agenda to allow for the finder to 
commission a private valuation. The Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, hopes to acquire.  
 
 
Item 3: Coins 

 



Iron Age coins: 

 

45. Iron Age silver units (4) and copper alloy brooch fragment from Hotham, East Riding of Yorkshire 

(2013 T935, YORYM-E885E4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,640.  This item was not seen by the Committee, as prior to the meeting 
the museum which had hoped to acquire the items withdrew its acquisition interest.  
 

Roman coins:  
 
46. Roman silver coin (cat # 2) from Gillingham, Dorset (2013 T145, DOR-72E953) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20.  The Committee viewed the coin in light of this and commented that 
although this Minerva type is common, this particular issue is very rare and more desirable to collectors of 
Domitian's coins than the valuer had accounted for. Taking into account also the condition of the coin, the 
Committee recommended £60. The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

47. Roman silver coins (8) from Rufford area, Nottinghamshire (2013 T160, DENO-09DF76) 
The provisional valuer suggested £66.  The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and noted that their 
condition was fairly poor and that the valuer had accurately accounted for their attraction on the market.  The 
Committee agreed with the total recommended by the provisional valuer (£66), as well as with the breakdown 
provided for each coin. 
These were as follows: 
 
1 - £35 
2 - £3 
3 - £2 
4 - £3 
5 - £2 
6 - £3 
7 - £8 
8 - £10 
  
Newark Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
48. Roman copper-alloy coin hoard (50) from Everton, Nottinghamshire (2011 T154, DENO-8BA994) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80.  The Committee examined the coin hoard in light of this and 
commented that the suggested value was an accurate reflection of the value of the coins, which were observed 
to be in poor condition.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £80, and also 
agreed with the valuation of the three distinct groups found by the two finders.  This meant that the 
recommended value for the coins found by finder 1 was £50, for the coins found by finder 2 was £20, and for 
the third group found by finder 1 was £10. Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 
49. Roman silver (9) and copper-alloy coins (9) from South of Colchester area, Essex (2012 T729, ESS-

CB7EF0) 
The provisional valuer suggested £167.  The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and found the 
suggested values for the individual coins to be accurate.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £167.  It also agreed with the individual values suggested for each coin, and 
recommended those figures as well.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
[Ian Carradice left the room] 

 

50. Roman silver coins (27) and coin fragment from Low Side Quarter area, Cumbria (2013 T480, 

LANCUM-3A83C7) 

The provisional valuer suggested £425.  The Committee examined the silver coins in light of this and noted 
that the highest valued coin was that of Otho, which the Committee agreed was an accurate reflection of the 
interest seen in the market for these coins.  The suggestions made for the remaining coins in the hoard were 
felt to be accurate, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £425.  
Senhouse Roman Museum, Maryport, hopes to acquire. 
 
[Ian Carradice re-entered the room] 

 



51. Roman copper-alloy coin hoard (465) from Marlborough area, Wiltshire (2013 T438, WILT-

276D83) 

The provisional valuer suggested £530.  The Committee examined the coin hoard in light of this and noted that 
the condition of the coins dictated their relatively low per coin value.  In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £530.  Wiltshire Heritage Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
52. Roman copper-alloy coin hoard (1200+) and pottery from Malmesbury area, Wiltshire (2012 T652, 

WILT-032C93) 
The provisional valuer suggested £9,110.  The Committee inspected the coin hoard in light of this and 
commented that the valuer had done a fine job in producing a detailed report on the rationale behind his 
suggested values.  The Committee concurred with the valuer’s assessment that the coins from the London mint 
would be of more interest to British collectors and thus would achieve more when sold on the market.  In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £9,110.  It also agreed with the suggested 
value for the small group of seven coins to be acquired by the British Museum (£250). Athelstan Museum, 
Malmesbury, hopes to acquire the remaining coins.   
 
 
Early Medieval: 

 

53. Early Medieval silver coins (66) and silver ingots (4) from York area, North Yorkshire (2012 T341, 

YORYM-BC3AB2) 

The provisional valuer had suggested £120,935.  The Committee had viewed the coins and ingots at its 
meeting of 21st May 2014 and recommended £120,975.  The acquiring museum submitted a challenge and the 
finder submitted comments.   
 
The Committee took account of these as it viewed the hoard again.  The Committee noted that the museum felt 
that some of the coins had been valued too highly compared to similar examples from the Vale of York Hoard 
(2007 T2; SWYOR-AECB53) and that scarcity of the coins had become less marked with the discovery of the 
Vale of York Hoard and the current hoard.  In response to these concerns, the Committee observed that the 
price of these coins had increased in the years between when the Vale of York Hoard was valued and the 
present day.  As to the relative scarcity of the coins, the Committee observed that although the discovery of the 
Vale of York Hoard in particular had increased the numbers of coins of these types known, they were not 
available on the market and so the demand among collectors still remained high.  The Committee also pointed 
out that the provisional valuation accurately reflected the substantial reduction in market value for fragmentary 
coins as against their value when whole, and that the provisional valuer had provided a precise breakdown for 
each such coin.  For these reasons, the Committee believed that the sum suggested by the provisional valuer 
reflected the current market for the coins.  The Committee felt that its original recommendation was accurate, 
and confirmed a figure of £120,975.  York Museums Trust hopes to acquire.  
 
 
Medieval coins:  

 
54. Medieval silver coins (11) from Bruern, Oxfordshire (2013 T260, SUR-0E4653) 
The provisional valuer suggested £90.  The Committee examined the coins in light of this and in agreement 
with the provisional valuer, recommended £90.  Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
55. Medieval silver coins (10) from Betley, Staffordshire (2013 T558, WMID-0719F2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £375.  The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and found the 
suggested value to be well-supported by the recent sales cited in the valuer’s report.  In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £375.  The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent, 
hopes to acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval coins:  
 
56. Post-Medieval silver coins (12) from Newton Abbot, Devon (2012 T865, DEV-CAFCF6) 

The provisional valuer suggested £267.  The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and concurred with 
the assessment of the coins’ condition offered by the valuer.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £267.  Newton Abbot Town & Railway Museum hopes to acquire. 
  
[Tim Pestell left the room] 

 



Norfolk Cases: 

 
57. Bronze Age gold penannular ring fragment from South Norfolk area, Norfolk (2013 T760, NMS-

B6E498) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25-£30.  The Committee examined the ring fragment in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £25.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire.  
 

 

58. Bronze Age gold penannular ring from Fincham area, Norfolk (2014 T3, NMS-ACBFA4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600.  The Committee examined the ring in light of this.  It noted that it had 
valued an earlier ring from the Isle of Wight (2004 T286; IOW-0EAD26) at £400 but that the Isle of Wight 
ring was slightly lighter and damaged.  For that reason, the Committee felt that the suggested value was 
correct, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £600.  King’s Lynn Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
  
 

59. Early Medieval silver strap-end from Tharston, Norfolk (2013 T630, NMS-C179C1) 
The provisional valuer suggested £380.  The Committee inspected the strap-end in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional value, recommended £380.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 

60. Medieval/ Post-Medieval silver needle from Sandringham, Norfolk (2013 T377, NMS-AE0D46) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30.  The Committee examined the needle in light of this and found it to be 
an unusual item and in fairly good condition.  It recommended £50.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
[NB – subsequently donated by the finder and landowner] 
 
61. Medieval gold finger-ring from North Norfolk area, Norfolk (2013 T198, NMS-ED74C3) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,500.  The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and found the 
provisional valuer’s comments to be accurate.  The ring was seen to feature attractive engraving, and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,500.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes 
to acquire. 
 
62. Post-Medieval silver-gilt vervel from Colney, Norfolk (2013 T172, NMS-F2EEC6) 
 The provisional valuer suggested £2,350.  The finder supplied comments on the provisional valuation, which 
he felt to be too low.  The Committee examined the vervel in light of this, and found the comparison provided 
by the finder (2004 T316; BH-9487C5; from Little Gaddesden, Hertfordshire) to be useful.  The Little 
Gaddesden vervel had sold in auction for £3840 in 2007.  The Committee noted that the Little Gaddesden 
vervel had a clear royal connection, whereas that from Colney was one step removed from royalty.  The 
Colney vervel was seen to benefit however from its link to a specific individual, Charles Brandon.  Taking 
account of this, the Committee felt that the provisional valuation was too low, and recommended £3,000. 
Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
63. Post-Medieval gold mourning ring from Carleton Rode, Norfolk (2014 T5, NMS-6AA818) 
The provisional valuer suggested £3,000.  The Committee examined the mourning ring in light of this.  It 
noted the parallel cited by the provisional valuer but also pointed to other examples sold at Timeline Auctions; 
lot 598 in the sale of 19 March 2010 for £1,500, lot 895 in the sale of 9 September 2010 for £1,400, and lots 
1408 and 1409 from the sale of 5 October 2012 which both sold for £600, which indicated that the suggested 
value for the ring was high.  The Committee found the presence of a hallmark and the fact that the ring was 
dated to be factors which might generate interest on the market.  It recommended £2,200.  Norwich Castle 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
64. Roman copper alloy coin from Barton Bendish, Norfolk (2013 T790, NMS-979601) 
The provisional valuer suggested no commercial value for the coin, but the Committee felt that although it was 
in poor condition, there could be some interest for it in the open market.  The Committee recommended £10. 
Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

65. Early Medieval silver sceattas (12) from Downham Market area, Norfolk (2012 T401, NMS-0A0E22) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,460.  The Committee inspected the sceattas in light of this and 
commented that the provisional valuation had been precisely worked out and an accurate total value arrived at.  



The Committee acknowledged that the ‘porcupine’ variety of these coins were among the more common and 
felt that the suggested value took account of this.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £1,460.  King’s Lynn Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
 

66. Early Medieval silver coins (23), silver brooches (4) and silver strap ends (2) from South Norfolk 

(2012 T319, NMS-972E58)  
The provisional valuer suggested £10,175.  The Committee examined the coins and other items in the hoard in 
light of this.  It felt that the suggested values of the coins were well-supported by the evidence of the recent 
auction results referred to by the valuer.  The objects in the hoard were also seen to be correctly appraised by 
the valuer.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £10,175.  Norwich Castle 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
[Tim Pestell returned to the room] 

 

67.  Post-Medieval silver Ewer from Kingston Russell, Dorset (2013 T476, DOR-D03CB6) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £22,000.  The finders submitted comments and a private valuation from 
 of  for £60,000.  The Committee had examined the ewer at its meeting of 

21 May 2014 and abstained from making a recommendation whilst further information was sought from the 
provisional valuer which explained the reasoning behind his suggestion.  The provisional valuer subsequently 
provided that information. 
 
The Committee viewed the ewer again in light of this.  It noted that the provisional valuer mentioned the sale 
of a Charles I silver flagon at Christies on 28th November 2012 (Lot 767) for £23,750, inclusive of buyer’s 
premium.  This item was felt to provide a fairly close parallel to the Kingston Russell ewer, in form and 
function.  Though the silver flagon was an ecclesiastical piece, which would have limited its appeal, it was of 
very good condition.   
 
The Committee returned to a point made at the previous meeting, in that it felt that the closest parallel 
provided by the private valuer was for a wine goblet sold at Christie’s on 2 June 2009 (Lot 179) for £17,000.  
The goblet featured the marks of a known craftsman and was in very good condition, but it was only 1/3 of the 
weight of the Kingston Russell ewer and a more common survival from the period.  The silver basin and dish 
cited by the private valuer were believed to be less useful as guides to the price of the ewer, as they were much 
larger and featured arms which identified them with specific personalities (presumably their owners). 
 
Taking account of all of the above, the Committee was more convinced by the rationale of the provisional 
valuer.  It was puzzled by the fact that the private valuer had chosen to omit reference to the Charles I silver 
flagon sold in November 2012, which, of the various items cited as parallels, the Committee thought served as 
the best guide for the price of the Kingston Russell ewer.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £22,000.  Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

Item 4: Any Other Business:   

 
Iron Age cauldrons from Chiselden, Wiltshire – (2005 T178) – The Committee had been reminded at the 
meeting of 5th December 2013 that when a valuation was put on this case in Spring 2007, provision had been 
made for a future valuation of new material discovered during the course of conservation.  The Committee 
was informed that conservation work on the cauldrons had now ceased for the foreseeable future, and the 
Cauldrons could be made accessible to the Committee for viewing.  The Committee asked the Secretariat to 
seek from the DCMS specific instructions as to what it wished the Committee to do.    
 

Appointment of new members to the Committee – The Chairman informed the Committee that 
recommendations for the appointment of three new members of the Committee were finalised by the DCMS 
Public Appointments office, who would be asking the Minister for his decision shortly.  It is hoped an 
announcement will be forthcoming soon.   
 

 
Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 10th September 2014 in the Board Room at the 
British Museum, at 11:00am. 
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