
 Minutes of the Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 29th January 2014  
 
The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Wednesday, 29th January 2014 
at 11:00 am.  
 
Present 
 
Committee:                            British Museum:         Apologies: 
Colin Renfrew (Chair)           Roger Bland               Mark Caldon (DCMS)            
Ian Carradice        Becky Dobson            
John Cherry                            Emma Morris 
Peter Clayton                          Janina Parol  
David Dykes         Ian Richardson 
Hetty Gleave                            
Tim Pestell                               
 
 
Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Thursday, 5th December 2013 
 
Minutes were approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 
[Roger Bland left the room, after the discussion on the Review of the Treasure Act Code of 
Practice and agenda item 57, which were held at the beginning of the meeting]. 
 
Item 2: Objects 
 
Bronze Age artefacts 
 
1. Late Bronze Age gold penannular ring from Marlborough area, Wiltshire (2013 T153, 
PAS ID: WILT-F01E84) 
The provisional valuer suggested £380-£420.  The Committee viewed the item in light of this and 
found the striping attractive.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £420.  Wiltshire Heritage Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
2. Bronze Age gold ribbon (in two pieces) from Harrold area, Bedfordshire (2013 T471, PAS 
ID: WMID-3CBCF0) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100.  The Committee viewed the ribbon in light of this and 
commented positively on the presence of decoration.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £100.  Bedford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
3. Bronze Age  hoard (16) from Faversham, Kent (2012 T660, PAS ID: KENT-30F137) 
The provisional valuer suggested £175.  The Committee examined the hoard in light of this and felt 
that the group contained interest by virtue of being a hoard, and that the suggested total value was 
therefore reasonable.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £175.  
Dover Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
4. Bronze Age gold lunula from Thwing, East Riding of Yorkshire (2012 T811, PAS ID: DUR-
A24C08) – 2nd viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £4500-£5000.  The Committee had seen the item at its 
meeting of 5th December 2013 and had recommended £5000.  The finder submitted a challenge to 
the valuation and to the proposed apportionment of reward (50% to the finder and 50% to the 
landowner).   
 
The Committee read the finder’s letter and viewed the lunula again. The Committee considered the 
finder’s concern about a potential conflict of interest from the provisional valuer,  
who is a Trustee of the British Museum Friends, a group which supports the British Museum in 
making acquisitions.  It was pointed out that when was commissioned to value the 
lunula, the Hull and East Riding Museum, rather than the British Museum, was intending to 
acquire the find.  There was therefore no question of favouring the British Museum in 
her valuation report.  In any event, the Committee noted that provisional valuers are not informed 
of the institution intending to acquire a find, and their views are impartial.  The Committee 
therefore felt it was unnecessary to commission a further valuation of its own. 



   
 
As for the value of the lunula, the Committee felt that the finder’s letter contained no relevant 
information which would cause it to depart from its earlier recommendation.  The figure 
recommended on 5th December 2013 was noted to represent a significant amount more than the 
bullion value of the pieces, and the Committee considered that the archaeological, historical and 
cultural interest in the find were represented in the figure of £5000.  The Blessington Lunula, cited 
by the finder in his letter, is a complete example in much better condition than the lunula from 
Thwing.  The Committee maintained its previous recommendation of £5000.  
 
The finder had also argued in his letter that he should receive the full recommended value of the 
lunula as a reward.  This was based on his having paid an access fee to the landowner for 
permission to detect on the land.  The Committee observed that unless the access agreement made 
specific reference to the division of rewards for items of potential Treasure, it carried no weight in 
this issue.  The Committee further observed that the finder seemed to misinterpret paragraph 73 of 
the Treasure Act 1996 Code of Practice and pointed out that if, as the finder claimed, no form of 
agreement existed between the finder and landowner, then it was standard practice for the 
Committee to recommend that 50% of the value was rewarded to the finder and 50% to the 
landowner.  The finder had not produced any documentation to support his claim to 100% of the 
value, and therefore the Committee recommended the £5000 to be split equally between the finder 
and landowner. 
 
Iron Age artefacts 
 
5. Iron Age (possibly) gold pellet from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T279, PAS 
ID: FAKL-548547) 
 
Note on finds from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T266 – 2013 T280, excluding 2013 
T274).  These items form part of the collection of   They were noticed among other 
metal detecting finds by Dr Kevin Leahy, who was cataloguing all of the material for eventual 
acquisition by North Lincolnshire Museum.  They are believed to have been made after 1997, 
which is the last time that Dr Leahy surveyed s finds.  All of the finds were considered 
by the Committee, under separate agenda items, at the meeting of 29th January 2014.   The tenant 
farmer occupying the land where these finds were made submitted comments to the Committee 
which stated that had had his permission to detect the land withdrawn by the landowner 
in the late 1980s.   
 
The Committee was made aware during the meeting that wished to waive his right to a 
reward in these cases.  However, it was noted that if knowingly ignored an instruction 
from the landowner to cease detecting on this land, the Committee might regard that as cause to 
abate that portion of the reward normally due to the finder, and to recommend that it instead be 
given to the landowner.  Therefore the Committee deemed it necessary to hear further from the 
landowner and the finder in order that it might form an opinion as to the finder’s actions.  The 
Committee refrained from making a recommendation in these cases until this information had been 
received from the finder and landowner.  In the meantime, it proceeded to value the finds before it. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £55-£65.  The Committee viewed the item in light of this and felt 
that the suggested value was accurate.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £60.   
 
 
6. Iron Age (possibly) gold pellet from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T277, PAS 
ID: FAKL-543387) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £30.  The Committee examined the pellet in light of this and 
found the suggested figure reasonable.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended 
£30. 
 
 



 
 
7. Iron Age (possibly) gold wire from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T278, PAS ID: 
FAKL-545867) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £15.  The Committee inspected the gold wire in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £15. 
 
8. Iron Age (possibly) gold casting waste from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 
T280, PAS ID: FAKL-549B93) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £24.  The Committee viewed the casting waste in light of this and 
in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £24. 
 
9. Iron Age gold strip from Marlborough area, Wiltshire (2013 T152, PAS ID: WILT-
F08AB0) 
The provisional valuer suggested £450-£500.  The Committee inspected the strip in light of this 
and felt that although it was small is size, the attractive decoration would make it appealing on the 
market.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £500.  Wiltshire 
Heritage Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
10. Iron Age gold torc fragment from Ellesmere area, Shropshire (2013 T38, PAS ID: HESH-
D6AEA2) 
The provisional valuer suggested £450-£500.  The Committee viewed the torc fragment in light of 
this and found the provisional valuation to be well-reasoned.  Given its fragmentary nature, the 
Committee felt that the lower end of the suggested range was appropriate, and it recommended 
£450.  Shropshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
11. Iron Age helmet & associated objects (items 1-4) from Canterbury, Kent (2012 T726, PAS 
ID: KENT-FA8E56 and KENT-BEC6E6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £12,000.  The Committee viewed the helmet and other items in 
light of this.  It was noted that there had been other Iron Age helmets of different types seen on the 
market, as in the example cited by the provisional valuer, and that several of these were in better 
condition than the Canterbury helmet but had achieved higher figures at auction (cf. Bonham’s, 5 
Oct. 2011, Lot 77, £17,500 including premium).  The Committee also paid regard to the other 
items and agreed that their relative value was small compared with the helmet.  Given this context, 
the Committee felt that the suggested value was appropriate and recommended £12,000.  
Canterbury Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Roman artefacts 
 
12. Roman gold finger-ring from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T273; PAS ID: 
FAKL-52FC47) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £65.  The Committee viewed the broken and distorted finger-ring 
in light of this and felt that the suggested figure was accurate.  In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £65. 
 
13. Roman silver finger-ring fragment from Barton upon Humber, North Lincolnshire (2013 
T274, PAS ID: FAKL-536EF6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £0.  The Committee inspected the find and took account of the 
provisional valuation, acknowledging the limited appeal of the finger-ring fragment on the market.  



Nonetheless, as it was a recognisable object the Committee felt that it would achieve a price on the 
market, and recommended £10.  North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
14. Roman silver finger-ring fragment from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T271, 
PAS ID: FAKL-4121E4) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £8-£10. The Committee viewed the fragment in light of this and 
in agreement with the valuer, recommended £10.   
 
15. Roman silver finger-ring fragment from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T269, 
PAS ID: FAKL-40CA42) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
Provisional valuer suggested £0.  The Committee examined the fragment in light of this and as the 
item was a recognisable ancient artefact, the Committee felt it would achieve a price on the market, 
and recommended £10. 
 
16. Roman silver finger-ring from Huntingdon District area, Cambridgeshire (2013 T416, 
PAS ID: CAM-9B5942) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100.  The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this 
and noticed the presence of the intaglio.  It was felt that this ring would have a certain appeal on 
the market and the Committee recommended £110.  The Norris Museum, St Ives, Cambridgeshire 
hopes to acquire. 
 
17. Roman silver finger-ring from Chedworth, Gloucestershire (2013 T392, PAS ID: GLO-
30DC46) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100.  The Committee took account of this as it inspected the 
ring, and found the item to be an attractive piece of solid substance.  The Committee recommended 
£130.  Corinium Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
18. Roman silver finger-ring from South Leigh, Oxfordshire (2012 T208, PAS ID: BERK-
B2B193) 
The provisional valuer suggested £120-£140.  The Committee examined the ring in light of this 
and felt that the provisional valuation report was well-supported.  In agreement with the lower end 
of the provisional valuer’s suggested range, the Committee recommended £120.  Oxfordshire 
Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
19. Roman silver finger-ring from Kennet area, Wiltshire (2013 T445, PAS ID: WILT-
D4FD13) 
The provisional valuer suggested £120-£130.  The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of 
this and felt that the ring displayed a significant amount of wear, which would diminish its appeal 
on the market.  The Committee recommended £100.  Wiltshire Heritage Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
20. Roman gold finger-ring from Sandbach, Cheshire (2013 T319, PAS ID: LVPL-BA4936) – 
2nd viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £1,200-£1,600.  The Committee viewed the ring at its 
meeting of 5th December 2013 and recommended £1,200.  The finder wrote to the Committee to 
challenge the valuation.   
 
The Committee inspected the ring again.  It assured the finder that at its previous meeting it had 
fully considered the report by and the comparative examples cited by her.  The 
Committee accepted that ’s Fig 4 (Christie’s, April 2011, lot 362, sold for £1,600) was 
the closest parallel to the ring from Sandbach. However, it was noted that the Christie’s ring was 
set with nicolo – the Sandbach ring was scrutinised by the Committee and was determined to have 
a bezel of normal glass.  Accordingly, the Committee felt that the recommended value of £1,200 
for the Sandbach ring was an accurate reflection of its relative appeal compared to the ring sold at 



Christie’s.  The Committee confirmed a recommendation of £1,200.  Congleton Museum hopes to 
acquire.   
 
Early Medieval artefacts 
 
21. Early Medieval gold ingot from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T276, PAS ID: 
FAKL-53F954) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £150.  The Committee examined the ingot in light of this.  It 
commented that it had seen many ingots of gold from this period and attempted to value them 
consistently, relying on auction precedents where possible.  In the experience of the Committee, 
the formula used by the provisional valuer (twice the bullion price of the precious metal, plus extra) 
was too high. It drew on evidence from a recent sale of an Early Medieval gold ingot at Timeline 
Auctions (15th March 2013, Lot 854) calculated that based on the weight of the South Ferriby ingot, 
an accurate value would be £110, and recommended that figure.  
 
22. Viking gold object from Brickland, County Down (NI 13.01) 
The provisional valuer suggested £220.  The Committee took account of this as it viewed the ingot, 
noting that it was useful to have a market parallel from a recent Timeline Auction.  The Committee 
felt that the valuer’s calculation was accurate, and in agreement with him, the Committee 
recommended £220.  National Museums Northern Ireland hope to acquire. 
 
23. Early Medieval silver pin head from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T267, PAS 
ID: FAKL-4041E3) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £50.  The Committee examined the pin head in light of this and 
found appeal in the zoomorphic design, but agreed that it was an accurate price for such a small 
artefact.  The Committee recommended £50. 
 
24. Early Medieval silver pin head from Scotton, Lincolnshire (2012 T895, PAS ID: SWYOR-
74A052) 
The provisional valuer suggested £25.  The Committee inspected the artefact in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £25.  The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to 
acquire. 
 
25. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T270, 
PAS ID: FAKL-410AC3) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £50.  The Committee viewed the hooked tag in light of this, and 
in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £50. 
 
26. Early Medieval silver-gilt sword ring & rivet head from Arreton, Isle of Wight (2013 
T388, PAS ID: IOW-D7C5D2) 
The provisional valuer suggested £280. The Committee viewed the sword ring in light of this and 
found it to be an attractive piece.  It felt that the provisional valuation was slightly low, and 
recommended £300.  Isle of Wight Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 
 
27. Early Medieval silver-gilt mount from Chelmsford District, Essex (2012 T756, PAS ID: 
ESS-D6ACD5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400.  The Committee took this into account as it examined the 
mount.  It was felt that the provisional valuation report was well supported in its arguments, and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £400.  Chelmsford Museum 
hopes to acquire. 



 
28. Viking silver arm-ring from Inishargy, County Down (NI 13.03) 
The provisional valuer suggested £250.  The Committee inspected the arm-ring in light of this and 
noted the damage it had suffered.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £250.  National Museums Northern Ireland hope to acquire. 
 
29. Early Medieval gold object from Solihull area, Warwickshire (2012 T705, PAS ID: 
WMID-4241F2) 
The provisional valuer suggested £220.  The Committee inspected the item in light of this and 
commented that despite the damage suffered, the piece was attractive and appealing.  The 
Committee recommended £250.  Birmingham Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
30. Early Medieval silver bracteate from Bridlington area, East Riding of Yorkshire (2011 
T591, PAS ID: FAKL-500088) – 2nd viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £1,200-£1,600.  The Committee had recommended £1,500 at 
its meeting of 5th December 2013.  The museum had submitted a challenge to the valuation, and 
the finder had supplied comments regarding this.  The museum withdrew its comments and 
accepted the Committee’s valuation of £1,500, and the Committee therefore confirmed its earlier 
recommendation of £1,500.  The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Medieval artefacts 
 
31. Medieval silver coin brooch from Winteringham area, North Lincolnshire (2013 T284, 
PAS ID: DUR-A20215) 
The provisional valuer suggested £120.  The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and 
felt that the provisional valuation report was well-argued.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, 
the Committee recommended £120.  North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
32. Medieval silver brooch from Legananny, County Durham (NI 13.02) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50-£80.  The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and 
in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £80.  National Museums Northern Ireland 
hope to acquire. 
 
33. Medieval silver-gilt brooch fragment from South Warnborough, Hampshire (2013 T69, 
PAS ID: SUR-23E582)  
The provisional valuer suggested £20.  The finder and landowner waived their right to a reward 
prior to the meeting, so there was no need for the Committee to consider the case.  The find will go 
to Hampshire Museum Service. 
 
34. Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from St Ives, Cambridgeshire (2012 T727, PAS ID: CAM-
BF27C2) 
The provisional valuer suggested £350.  The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this, 
commenting on the attractive setting and the substance of the ring.  The Committee felt that its 
appeal warranted an uplift in the suggested figure, and recommended £400.  The Norris Museum, 
St Ives, Cambridgeshire hopes to acquire. 
 
[Peter Clayton left the room] 
 
35. Medieval silver finger-ring from Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire (2012 T320) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200.  The Committee examined the finger-ring in light of this 
and felt that the provisional valuer had accurately accounted for the appeal of the item, which was 
of a typical design.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £200.  
Dacorum Heritage Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
[Peter Clayton re-entered the room] 
 
36. Medieval silver finger-ring from Honiton area, Devon (2012 T667, PAS ID: HESH-
A784A7) 
The provisional valuer suggested £800-£1,000.  The Committee took account of this as it viewed 
the item, noting that it had valued iconographic rings such as this in the past, and that the suggested 
value was consistent with that of previous rings.  The hoop was felt to have a pleasing design, and 
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in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,000. Royal Albert 
Memorial Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
37. Late Medieval gold finger-ring from Pleshey, Essex (2012 T844, PAS ID: ESS-4A2281) 
The provisional valuer suggested £4,000.  The Committee examined the ring in light of this, 
noticing that the provisional valuer had not provided any comparable parallels.  The Committee 
referred to a similar example, slightly heavier which sold for £1400 by Timeline Auctions on 2 
December 2011, lot 856, which also featured a turquoise setting.  The ring from Pleshey, with its 
foliate decoration on the shoulders, was felt to be more attractive than the Timeline example.  The 
Committee recommended £2,000.  Chelmsford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
38. Medieval gold finger-ring from Tamworth area, Staffordshire (2013 T204, PAS ID: 
WMID-D2FF42) – 2nd viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £600.  The Committee viewed the item at its meeting of 5th 
December 2013, and recommended £700.  The finder submitted a challenge to the recommended 
value. 
 
The Committee read the finder’s letter and took note of the auction precedents provided by the 
finder.  The Committee pointed out that the source of the finder’s information, which appeared to 
be Treasure Hunting magazine, listed the results of auctions inclusive of buyer’s commission and 
VAT.  The Committee explained that it equated market value with the auction hammer price, and 
not including the buyer’s commission and VAT.  Taking account of that, the Committee felt that 
the examples provided demonstrated that the recommended value of £700 was consistent with the 
market for similar rings, and the Committee confirmed a recommendation of £700 in this case.  
The Potteries Museum, Stoke-on-Trent, hopes to acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval artefacts 
 
39. Medieval to Post-Medieval silver-gilt spoon terminal from South Ferriby, North 
Lincolnshire (2013 T266, PAS ID: FAKL-3FEA22) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £25.  The Committee examined the spoon terminal in light of this 
and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £25.   
 
40. Post-Medieval silver bodkin from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T268, PAS ID: 
FAKL-4086A4) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £60-£80.  The Committee viewed the bodkin in light of this and 
noted its current condition.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £60. 
 
41. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress pin from Huntingdon District area, Cambridgeshire (2012 
T600, PAS ID: CAM-634875) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80-£100.  The Committee inspected the dress pin in light of this 
and found it to be small but attractive, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended 
£100.  The Norris Museum, St Ives, Cambridgeshire hopes to acquire. 
 
42. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress pin from Chichester area, West Sussex (2012 T159, PAS 
ID: SUSS-593350) 
The provisional valuer suggested £220.  The Committee took account of this as it examined the pin, 
noting that although the pin was bent, it was otherwise in good condition.  In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £220.  The Novium, Chichester, hopes to acquire. 
 
43. Post-Medieval silver dress accessory from Derbyshire Dales area, Derbyshire (2012 T949, 
PAS ID: DENO-774DD6)  



The provisional valuer recommended £10.  Prior to the meeting the finder and landowner waived 
their right to a reward, so there was no need for the Committee to value the find.  The dress 
accessory will go to Derby Museum & Art Gallery. 
 
44. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress fastener from Letcombe Bassett, Oxfordshire (2012 T753, 
PAS ID: SUR-E68C57) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80-£100.  Prior to the meeting the finder and landowner waived 
their right to a reward, so there was no need for the Committee to value the find.  The dress 
fastener will go to Oxfordshire Museum Service. 
 
45. Post-Medieval silver dress hook from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire (2013 T272, PAS 
ID: FAKL-4162E6) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £60-£80.  The Committee examined the dress hook in light of 
this and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £80. 
 
46. Post-Medieval silver dress hook from Wix, Essex (2012 T743, PAS ID: ESS-5946C8) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200-£250.  The Committee viewed the dress hook in light of 
this and commented that it was an attractive example with good substance.  In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £250.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service 
hopes to acquire. 
 
47. Post-Medieval silver dress fastener from Whitchurch, Shropshire (2011 T840, PAS ID: 
LVPL-CA9162) 
The provisional valuer suggested £20.  The Committee viewed the fastener in light of this and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £20.  Whitchurch Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
48. Post-Medieval silver button/ cufflink from Burrough Green, Cambridgeshire (2013 T164, 
PAS ID: SF-3134C6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40.  The Committee took account of this as it viewed the button.  
It was noted that many buttons of this style had previously been seen by the Committee, and that 
the suggested value for this piece was slightly high, given the damage it had suffered.  The 
Committee recommended £30.  Ely Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
49. Late Medieval to Post-Medieval silver pendant from South Ferriby, North Lincolnshire 
(2013 T275, PAS ID: FAKL-53A6F1) 
This find is one of a series made by   A general issue regarding permission to detect 
on the land is dealt with in agenda item 5, above, and these cases will be considered again after 
receiving a response from finder and landowner. 
 
The provisional valuer suggested £100-£150.  The Committee inspected the pendant in light of this, 
commenting on its curious nature, which the Committee felt would appeal to collectors.  In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £150.   
 
50. Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Ongar area, Essex (2012 T250, PAS ID: ESS-
3DB3D6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50.  Prior to the meeting the finder and landowner waived their 
right to a reward, so there was no need for the Committee to value the find.  The seal matrix will go 
to Epping Forest District Museum.   
 
51.  Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Lichfield, Staffordshire (2012 T758, PAS ID: 
LEIC-39ECA6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50.  The finder submitted comments on the likely ownership of 
the seal matrix.  The Committee took account of this as it viewed the item.  The Committee 
considered the finder’s point, but saw no evidence to suggest that the initials ‘RP’ on the reverse 
surface indicated that the items had belonged to Prince Rupert (1619 – 1682).  It therefore felt that 
the suggested value was accurate and well-supported with recent parallels.  In agreement with the 



provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £50.  Potteries Museum, Stoke-on-Trent, hopes to 
acquire. 
 
52. Post-Medieval silver object, possible seal matrix, from High Wych, Hertfordshire (2012 
T903, PAS ID: SUSS-6893D0) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,000.  The Committee examined the item in light of this and 
found it to be an unusual piece which it felt would nonetheless appeal to certain collectors.  The 
Committee noted that the provisional valuation was speculative but felt that the suggested value 
was in the correct region.  The Committee recommended £900.  Bishop’s Stortford Museum hopes 
to acquire. 
 
53. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Moreton, Essex (2012 T75, PAS ID: LON-FB29D6) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400-£500.  The Committee examined the ring in light of this 
and noted that similar rings had achieved similar prices in sales at Timeline Auctions, and that the 
higher end of the suggested range was an accurate estimate.  In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £500.  Epping Forest District Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
54. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Redbridge area, Greater London (2011 T529, PAS 
ID: ESS-745A21) 
The provisional valuer suggested £600-£800.  The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of 
this and commented that it was an attractive piece.  Taking account of the current state of the ring, 
the Committee felt that the lower end of the suggested range was accurate, and in agreement with 
the provisional valuer, recommended £600.  Redbridge Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Item 3: Coins 
 
Roman coins:  
 
55. Roman silver denarii (2) from Hatcliffe, North East Lincolnshire (2013 T454, PAS ID: 
NLM-B94912, NLM-B96F11) 
The provisional valuer suggested £30-£40.  The Committee examined the two coins in light of this 
and in agreement with the valuer, recommended £40.  North East Lincolnshire Museum Service 
hopes to acquire. 
 
56. Roman silver coins (140) from Huntingdon area, Cambridgeshire (2012 T601, PAS ID: 
CAM-610CD2) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200-£300.  The Committee viewed the coins in light of this.  It 
was noted that there were a substantial number of coins of Postumus that featured crisp portraits 
and which were felt to have potential on the market.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £300.  The Museum of Archaeology & Anthropology, University of 
Cambridge, hopes to acquire. 
 
57. Roman silver & bronze coins from Wetherby area, North Yorkshire (2012 T196, PAS ID: 
SWYOR-740718, 5C72E1, 3C0EF4, YORYM-2449B5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1300-£1600, with the following breakdown: Batch A £400, 
Batch B £600, Batch C £250, Batch D £200.  Batch A and Batch B had been found by 
and  Batch C by  and Batch D by anonymous finders.    
submitted comments regarding the provisional valuation, and a private valuation by  
 
The Committee took account of this information as it valued the coins.  It felt that the provisional 
valuation was accurate for Batches A, C, and D.  Batch B contained the most valuable coin in the 
group, a coin of Jovian.  The Committee felt that the provisional valuer’s suggestion of £600 for 
this coin was accurate and accounted for the rarity of the coin and its attractive portrait, as well as 
the fact that it had been clipped.  The Committee commented that the private valuer,  
seemed to misunderstand the provisional valuer’s rationale, for the provisional valuer had not 
stated that ‘people only collect Emperors’.  The provisional valuer had cited an auction parallel to 
reinforce his view, whereas the private valuer did not provide any.  Further, the private valuer 
based his argument on a theoretical retail figure, which the Committee considered to be greater 
than the market value of an item.  The Committee agreed with the suggested figure of the 
provisional valuer for the Jovian coin, and recommended an additional £10 for Batch B, to account 
for the further coin and fragment.  Overall then the Committee recommended: Batch A: £400, 
Batch B: £610, Batch C: £250, Batch D: £200.  Total: £1,460. 



 
The Committee also considered the circumstances under which the coins had been found.  It was 
brought to the Committee’s attention that one of the finders had told the Finds Liaison Officer that 
heavy machinery had been used to dig out the area of the original find.  clarified in an 
email that the area of the find had merely had 8” of the topsoil taken off by a machine that removed 
large stones to enable the farmer to plant his crop.  The Committee noted that this action had been 
carried out before an archaeologist could visit the site and pointed out that the use of heavy 
machinery in such a situation had the potential to damage the archaeological context of the original 
deposit.   The Committee took the view that there was no evidence to suggest that any deliberate or 
reckless damage had been done to the archaeological context in this situation and agreed that there 
was no cause for an abatement, but was disappointed that the matter had to be discussed at all.  The 
Committee took the view that archaeological best practice had not been followed in the course of 
the discovery of these coins.   
 
The Committee further understood from the transcript of the Coroner’s inquest that the coins from 
Batch D had been reported anonymously, as the original finders had failed to declare them when 
they were first discovered.  The Committee was grateful for ’s efforts in urging his 
fellow finders to report their coins.  It took a critical view of the finders’ reluctance to report their 
coins, and felt that as the coins had now been deposited anonymously, there was no question of 
paying a share of the reward to the finders, and they would not profit from the finds.  Therefore the 
Committee recommended that 100% of the value of the coins in Batch D go to the landowner.  
 
York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
58. Roman gold coins from Sandridge, Hertfordshire (2012 T674, PAS ID: BH-D67AF4) – 2nd 
viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £75,900 [NB – Actually this is £78,630, because of errors of 
mathematics or attribution in the original total].  The museum, finder and landowner supplied 
comments, and the landowner supplied a private valuation by  consultant to Bonhams, 
valuing the hoard at £102,670.  
 
The Committee took account of all of this material.  It firstly discussed the issue of the finder’s 
lack of permission to detect on the land where the coins were found.  The Committee commented 
that those searching for artefacts should always ensure they have permission from the landowner 
prior to commencing their searching, and noted that in this instance the finder did not deny having 
failed to secure that permission.  The Committee pointed to paragraph 79(vii) of the Treasure Act 
1996 Code of Practice which says ‘Finders may expect to receive no rewards at all or abated 
rewards under the following circumstances: where there are reasonable grounds for believing that 
the finder was trespassing’.  
 
However, the Committee also heard that the finder was inexperienced and the representations made 
by the finder and the museum, and indeed the details included in the letter from the coroner to the 
British Museum, all indicated that subsequent to making the find the finder had behaved 
appropriately.  The Committee was therefore inclined to accept that the finder had not been 
motivated by ill intent when he failed to seek permission to search.  It was further pointed out that 
had the finder not made the discovery and reported it, the coins would never have come to light.  
The Committee therefore recommended an abatement of 10% of the reward normally due to the 
finder, with the residual amount to go to the landowner.  In terms of the overall reward this was 
expressed as a breakdown of 45% of the total value to be awarded to the finder, and 55% of the 
total value to be awarded to the landowner.  The Committee noted that it had made an identical 
recommendation in a case of similar circumstances involving Medieval silver coins from Kings 
Langley area, Hertfordshire (2009 T125), discussed at the meeting of 25th February 2011.        
 
As for the value of the coins, the Committee noted the disparity between the two valuations and 
two members of the Committee who are experts in coins of that period spent several hours 
examining each coin in detail.   It was noticed that although the provisional valuer had suggested 
an average value of £800 for the coins of Arcadius, which was higher than many of the figures 
suggested by the private valuer, he had used an average of £350 for each coin of Honorius, and the 
Committee felt that the true values of these coins were closer to the individual figures suggested by 
the private valuer.  The Committee totalled up its individual valuations for each coin, and arrived at 
a total of £98,850.   



 
Accordingly, the Committee recommended a reward of £54,367.50 for the landowner, and 
£44,482.50 for the finder.  St Albans Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
The Committee further noted that the precise valuation in this case was only possible through the 
extraordinary work of several of its members, and that this would not be possible for all large hoards 
of material in the future.   
 
Medieval coins:  
 
59. Medieval silver pennies (7) from Felixstowe area, Suffolk (2011 T180, PAS ID: SF-830E56) 
The provisional valuer suggested £70-£90.  The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and 
in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £90.  Felixstowe Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
NB – The Committee made two general points:  

- had not specified individual values for the coins in this group; given that 
they were individually catalogued and that they were of a small number, the Committee 
would expect detail of that level in valuations it receives. 
 

- Both and referred to prices listed in The Standard Catalogue 
of British Coins (2013) and Roman Coins and their Values.  The Committee pointed out 
that these were sources of retail prices of coins.  The Committee understood that the 
provisional valuers were using these guides as indicators of the relative values of coins, 
but was concerned that those in receipt of the valuations, which include the finder and 
landowner, might be confused into thinking that coins which come before the 
Committee should have an equal value to coins in the above sources.  The Committee 
stated that if and wished to refer to the above guides in their 
provisional valuations that they should make clear that those guides list retail prices, and 
that they would only use them as an indicator for arriving at a theoretical auction 
hammer price. 

 
The Committee asked the Secretariat to put these points to and  in a letter. 
 
 
60. Medieval silver coins (25) from Loughborough, Leicestershire (2012 T586, PAS ID: 
LEIC-4A3194) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-£1,300.  The Committee examined the coins in light of 
this and noted that the finders wished to have their coins valued separately.  It was felt that the 
suggested values were slightly low, and the Committee recommended the following breakdown: 
 

- £80 
- £102 

- £125 
- £995 

Total - £1302. 
 
Leicestershire County Council Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval coins:  
 
61. Post-Medieval silver coins (2) from Thortonbridge, North Yorkshire (2013 T252, PAS ID: 
YORYM-A717F7) 
The provisional valuer suggested £157.  The Committee examined the coins in light of this and 
commented that the provisional valuation was precise and well-supported.  In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £157.  York Museums Trust hopes to acquire. 
 
62. Post-Medieval silver coins (14) from Bronington, Wrexham (12.13) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-£1,400.  The Committee viewed the coins in light of this 
and commented on the high quality of some of the examples.  It was felt that the suggested range 
was slightly low, and the Committee recommended £1,600.  Wrexham County Borough Museum 
hopes to acquire. 



 
63. Post-Medieval silver coins (13) from Chardstock, Devon (2012 T242, PAS ID: SOM-
C4FFB7) 
The provisional valuer suggested £700-£900.  The Committee inspected the coins in light of this 
and felt that the higher end of the suggested range was accurate.  In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £900.  Royal Albert Memorial Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
64. Post-Medieval gold (10) and silver (7) coins & vessel from Holy Island, Northumberland 
(2012 T19, PAS ID: NCL-B02245) 
The first provisional valuer suggested, £15,700-£24,300 for the coins; the second provisional 
valuer suggested £250 for the vessel.  The finder has submitted comments about the provisional 
valuation and a private valuation by  Spinks, of £30,650.   
 
The Committee took account of this as it viewed the coins and jug.  It noted that the private 
valuation was from a respected source and was well conducted, and therefore carried weight in the 
discussion of the value of the coins.  The largest point of departure was for the scudo of Clement 
VII from the Ancona mint, for which the provisional valuer offered a speculative figure without 
evidence from the market.  The private valuation offered justification for the high figure (£15,000-
£20,000) that he had suggested for the scudo of Clement VII and the Committee found this 
argument more convincing.  In turn, the Committee felt that the entirety of the private valuation 
was more accurate, and recommended that figure, £30,650, for the value of the coins.   
 
The jug was seen to be an attractive piece and was made more interesting by the fact of it having 
been the container of the hoard of coins.  In agreement with the second provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £250 for the jug. 
 
The overall recommendation of the Committee was therefore £30,900. The Society of Antiquaries, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne, hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Item 4: Any Other Business:   
 
Review of the Treasure Act Code of Practice – The Committee members had been given a copy 
of the working draft of the Consultation paper for the review of the Treasure Act 1996 Code of 
Practice.  The DCMS is currently in the process of revising the draft and preparing it for public 
consultation, and made it clear that it would appreciate any point the Committee might have 
regarding the current contents of the draft, or indeed, anything that was felt to be missing. 
 
The most prominent issue for consultation is a proposed extension of the definition of Treasure.  
One suggestion is to have the definition extended to archaeological finds of any material that are 
judged to be of national significance.  The Committee members discussed this proposal and there 
was broad support for the idea of ensuring that significant finds which currently fell outside the 
definition of Treasure be captured and acquired for public benefit.  However, the Committee 
wondered how it would work in practice, and predicted that some finders might question how they 
were to know when an item they had found was of national significance.  It was explained that it is 
envisioned that the process of reporting finds of potential Treasure will likely follow the same 
pattern as currently, where more than 95% of Treasure finds are reported by Finds Liaison Officer 
(FLO) on behalf of finders.  If a finder showed an item to a FLO which the FLO suspected was of 
national significance, the FLO could liaise with colleagues at national museums for their views.  
The ultimate recommendation as to national significance would likely come from a specialist 
committee, perhaps the Treasure Valuation Committee or a subgroup thereof.  It is expected that 
there would be a handful of such finds every year, based on informal study of PAS data and export 
licensing reports.   
 
The Committee also noticed that there was an intention to clarify the status quo regarding division 
of rewards when an occupier (other than the landowner) is present but not part of any agreement 
with the finder and landowner.  It was agreed that it would be good to clarify the occupier’s 
position in such circumstances.  
 
The Committee was invited to submit any further comments it might have to the Secretariat, who 
will work with the DCMS to see that the consultation document is properly revised. 
 



Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Friday, 14th March 2014 in the Board Room at 
the British Museum, at 11:00am. 
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