
Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 19
th

 July 2013  

 
The meeting was held in the Board Room at the British Museum on Friday, 19th July 2013 at 11:00 am.  
 
Present: 

 
Committee:      British Museum:         DCMS:  Apologies:         

Colin Renfrew (Chair)     Roger Bland          Mark Caldon Tim Pestell 
Ian Carradice      Rebecca Dobson         Marcus Forth 
John Cherry      Lucy Ellis 
Peter Clayton                        Ian Richardson 
David Dykes      Emma Traherne 
Hetty Gleave 
 
 

The Chairman welcomed to the meeting first-time attendees Marcus Forth (DCMS Legal advisor), 

and Lucy Ellis and Becky Dobson (Assistant Treasure Registrars).   

 

 

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday 29
th

 May 2013 

 
The minutes were passed as a true record of the meeting. 
 

Item 2: Objects 
 
Bronze Age artefacts 

 
1.Bronze Age gold armlet fragment from Battlesdon, Bedfordshire (2012 T441, PAS ID: BH-

1EC018) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400-£450. The Committee inspected the armlet fragment in light of 
this, commenting that most of the parallels suggested by the valuer were for items of a different nature.  
The consensus was that the valuer had overestimated the appeal of the Battlesdon fragment, given its 
size and damaged state.  Taking account of the decoration on the piece and its academic interest, the 
Committee recommended £350.  Bedford Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

2. Bronze Age gold fragment from Buntingford area, Hertfordshire (2012 T9, PAS ID: BH-

EFD841) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80. The Committee paid regard to this as it viewed the strip, noting 
that although small and fragmentary, the piece had some presence to it and displayed fine craftsmanship.  
The Committee recommended £100.  Hertford Museum hopes to acquire. 

 
3.Bronze Age copper alloy hoard from St Buryan, Cornwall (2012 T570, PAS ID: CORN-37D710) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-£240.  The Committee examined the hoard with this in mind and 
commented that the parallels provided in the valuer’s report were of finer quality items; as the valuer 
noted, many of the pieces in the hoard from St Buryan were fragmentary and did not have a very 
attractive surface.  Nonetheless, the Committee felt that the group might command some interest in the 
market, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £200.  Royal Institute of Cornwall 
hopes to acquire. 
 
4.Bronze Age copper alloy hoard from Newport, Isle of Wight (2012 T430, PAS ID: IOW-

B3F7D1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £34.  The Committee inspected the hoard in light of this and noted 
that the items were composed of good quality metal.  For that reason, it was decided that the 
provisional valuation was slightly low, and the Committee recommended £50. Newport Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
5. Bronze Age copper alloy hoard from Selattyn & Godowen, Shropshire (2012 T150, PAS ID: 

LVPL-09B703, LVPL-09C113, LVPL-09CD58)   
The provisional valuer suggested £80, and the finder supplied comments.  The Committee took 
account of these as it viewed the hoard.  The Committee agreed that the items in the hoard were in 



poor condition and that their potential for conservation (and thus enhanced commercial appeal) would 
be very limited.   
 
In response to the finder’s queries, the Committee clarified that only in exceptional cases is there a 
premium attached for the appeal of an item belonging to a particular hoard; otherwise, as was the case 
with 2012 T150, it was legitimate to value the items separately, as the valuer had done.  It was 
furthermore noted that the comparison case cited by the finder, of 13 Bronze Age items from St. 
Ishmael (Kidwelly) Carmarthenshire (11.10), was valued at £250 and therefore, given its relative size 
compared to 2012 T150, was not disproportionate to the value suggested for 2012 T150.  In 
agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £80.  Shropshire Museum 
Service hopes to acquire. 
 
The Committee further wished to make clear to the finder that in his letter he had mistakenly referred 
to a ‘Mr Clayton’ as providing the provisional valuation.  Mr Peter Clayton, FSA, is a member of the 
Treasure Valuation Committee, appointed by the Secretary of State, and formerly a member of staff 
with B.A. Seaby Ltd, who held the Royal Warrant by Appointment to H.M. the Queen.  He had not 
seen the hoard until the meeting.  The provisional valuation for this case was in fact carried out by 

 
 
6.Bronze Age copper alloy axe and gold objects (5) from North Cove area, Suffolk (2011 T478, 

PAS ID: SF-BDA986) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400.  The finder has submitted comments and a letter from the 
local Historic Environment Record Officer.  The Committee took account of these as it viewed the 
hoard.  The Committee noted that the finder’s personal valuation did not provide market comparisons 
to reinforce his views, and felt that he greatly over-estimated the appeal of the items in this hoard, 
most of which were seen to be in poor condition.  The Committee pointed to a more attractive lock 
ring from the Isle of Wight that it had valued previously (2006 T95; PAS ID: IOW-EB7460; valued at 
£250) and felt that this provided a useful indication for the relative value of the items in the North 
Cove hoard.  Feeling that the provisional valuer had undervalued the two complete lock rings from the 
hoard, the Committee felt a higher total valuation was more accurate, and recommended £550.  The 
British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
7. Late Bronze Age copper alloy hoard from Burnham on Crouch, Essex (2010 T509, PAS ID: 

ESS-CC3994)  

The provisional valuer suggested £1810.  One of the finders provided comments to the Committee, 
which the Committee saw, and the Committee also viewed the response to that letter by the 
Secretariat, which it endorsed.   Upon inspection of the hoard, the Committee was impressed with the 
precise work carried out by the provisional valuer, and endorsed the suggestions made for all of the 
groups of artefacts.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1810.  
Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
Iron Age artefacts 

 
8. Iron Age copper alloy objects from Melsonby area, North Yorkshire (2011 T382, PAS ID: 

DUR-344A72)  
The provisional valuer suggested £800.  The Committee examined the objects in light of this and felt 
that the find was very close to the St Albans princely burial in terms of content and that it suffered 
destruction by incineration.  It was felt to be archaeologically interesting but of limited commercial 
appeal, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £800. The British 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
9.Iron Age silver twisted wire strands and lead fragment from Near Chichester, West Sussex 

(2011 T866, PAS ID: SUSS-D081C5) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10, and the Committee examined the wire strands in light of this.  
It felt that a nominally increased value was warranted, and recommended £15.  The British Museum 
hopes to acquire. 
 
Roman artefacts 

 
10.Roman gold plaque from Lewes, East Sussex (2011 T139, PAS ID: SUSS-0F1783) 



The provisional valuer suggested £350-£400.  The Committee examined the plaque in light of this and 
felt that the inscribed votive plaques suggested by the valuer as comparative pieces were more 
interesting due to the presence of the inscriptions.  The Committee noticed that the piece from Lewes 
had no inscription and was fragmentary in nature, and took the view that the evidence cited by the 
valuer indicated that the Lewes piece would achieve a lower figure on the market.  The Committee 
recommended £200.  Barbican House Museum hopes to acquire.  
 
11. Roman silver bracelet from Dalton area, Cumbria (2012 T627, PAS ID: PAS-A7DC11) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1800.  The Committee inspected the bracelet in light of this and 
commented that it was attractive and heavy, and that the presence of an intaglio contributed to the 
item’s appeal.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1800.  The 
Dock Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Early Medieval artefacts 
 
12. Early Medieval silver pendant from Brampton, Lincolnshire (2011 T805, PAS ID: DENO-

BD00C3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-£250.  The Committee examined the pendant in light of this.   
The Committee compared it to a smaller Thor’s Hammer pendant from Copsgrove, North Yorkshire 
which it had valued at £75 (2010 T224; PAS ID: SWYOR-489283).  Though smaller than the pendant 
from Brampton, the Committee felt this was a better parallel than the more decorated examples cited 
by the valuer.  The Committee recommended £180.  The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 
 
13. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from Thaxted, Essex (2011 T697, PAS ID: LON-585A83)- 

2
nd viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £1000; the Committee viewed the find at its meeting of 29th 
May 2013 and requested a second valuation, and more information from the first valuer.  The second 
provisional valuer suggested £350-£400, and the first valuer confirmed for the Committee the precise 
comparison piece he had been referring to in his first report. 
 
The Committee took all of this into consideration as it viewed the hooked tag, which was seen to be 
large but slightly damaged.  The Committee felt that on balance, the value of the piece was closer to 
the suggestion of the first valuer, and recommended £800.  Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
14. Early Medieval gold finger ring from North West Essex (2011 T855, PAS ID: ESS-E396B1)- 

2
nd

 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested, £18,500; the second provisional valuer suggested £50,000-
£60,000.  The Committee had seen the find at its meeting of 29th May 2013 and had recommended 
£45,000.  The Finder and Landowner submitted comments, including a valuation from 

for £55,000 - £65,000. 
 
The Committee took account of all of this as it viewed the ring again.  The Committee maintained the 
view that, since any attempt to connect the ring to King Raedwald himself was purely speculative, this 
alone would not influence the value heavily.  However, a greater appreciation of the cultural 
background of the ring, accompanied by the valuation from  a well-known person in 
the trade, led the Committee to the conclusion that the market value was more than it had 
recommended last time.  The Committee recommended £55,000.   Saffron Walden Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
15. Early Medieval silver brooch from Nash & Great Horwood area, Buckinghamshire (2012 

T503, PAS ID: BUC-ABA063)- 4th viewing  

The first provisional valuer originally quoted £400; the Committee considered the find at a meeting of 
23rd January 2013, and requested a second valuation.  The second provisional valuer suggested £5,500.  
The Committee considered the case again at its meeting of 27th March 2013 and asked for a third 
valuation.  The third provisional valuer suggested £10,000 - £12,000, and the Committee viewed the 
items a third time at its meeting of 29th May 2013.  Here, the Committee deferred making a 
recommendation in order to ask the first valuer for more information to support his recommendation 
of £400.  The first provisional valuer replied that he had meant to return a figure of £4000, not £400.  
The finder also supplied comments, as did the Finds Advisor Helen Geake. 
 
The Committee viewed the brooch in light of the above information.  It felt that the mistake as to the 
valuation of the first valuer was unprofessional and had caused a delay of six months while further 



valuations were sought. The Committee asked the Secretariat to write to the first provisional valuer to 
make him aware of the consequences of his mistake and the Committee’s annoyance. 
 
The Committee felt that the third provisional valuer’s comparanda were not closely comparable, since 
most were gold and the silver items were of a different nature from the brooch under discussion.  The 
third valuer had nonetheless demonstrated that single silver items can reach high values in auction.  
As to the finder’s proposal of a value of £20,000 based on a conversation he had had with Helen 
Geake, the Committee took account Ms Geake’s response to the finder, where she explained that any 
suggestion on her behalf that the Nash & Great Horwood brooch was similar to the brooches from 
Pentney (Noroflk) Hoard, was made only from an archaeological perspective and that there had been 
no suggestion that the commercial value of the Nash & Great Horwood brooch could be derived from 
the Pentney examples.  Furthermore, the Committee explained that Ms Geake had no valuation 
experience or credentials and so her view on such matters carried little weight in this context.  On 
balance, the Committee felt that the second provisional valuer’s suggestion and rationale were most 
sound, and it recommended £5,500.  Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Medieval artefacts 

 
16. Medieval silver seal matrix from Oundle area, Northamptonshire (2013 T39, PAS ID: 

LVPL-E6AA83) 

The provisional valuer suggested £75.  The Committee inspected the seal matrix in light of this and in 
agreement with the valuer, recommended £75.  Oundle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
17. Medieval silver-gilt brooch from St Michael, Hertfordshire (2012 T814, PAS ID: BH-A55524) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80.  The Committee did not need to consider this case, as prior to 
the meeting both the finder and landowner waived their right to a reward, allowing the find to go to St 
Albans Museum at no cost.  
 
18. Medieval silver buckle from Hinton St George, Somerset (2012 T842, PAS ID: SOM-38E745) 
The provisional valuer suggested £120.  The Committee viewed the buckle in light of this, noting that 
the museum report explained that the buckle was an unusual type (though some parallels did exist), 
and was not as common as the valuer implied.  For that reason, the Committee recommended £140.  
The Museum of Somerset hopes to acquire. 
 
19. Medieval gold brooch from Tetney, Lincolnshire (2013 T1, PAS ID: NLM-587343) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400.  The Committee inspected the brooch with this in mind, and 
although the piece was small, the Committee found its serpent design attractive and interesting, and a 
fine example of goldsmith’s skill. The Committee recommended £750.  The Collection, Lincoln, 
hopes to acquire. 
 
20. Medieval silver finger-ring from Old Romney, Kent (2012 T754, PAS ID: KENT-EA1868) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300.  The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this, and 
disagreed with the valuer’s view that the ring was more than usually elaborate.  The ring was also felt to 
be rather light for its size, and the Committee believed that the provisional value was slightly high.  The 
Committee recommended £250.  The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
21. Medieval gold ring from Mowsley, Leicestershire (2012 T245, PAS ID: LEIC-C03C23)- 2

nd
 

viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £5000.  The Committee viewed the ring at its meeting of 27th March 
2013 and recommended a value of £3000.  The finder submitted a challenge, as well as a valuation 
from Wilkinson’s Auctioneers for £6000 - £8000.   
 
The Committee took account of the above as it inspected the ring again.  The Committee noted that it 
had previously cited a recent auction example to reinforce its view, but in light of the private valuation 
submitted by the finder, felt that diligence required it to seek a second provisional valuation.  The 
Committee asked the Secretariat to approach and enquire as to whether he would 
provide this service, and the case was deferred until the second valuation was received. Leicestershire 
County Council Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 
 
 
Post-Medieval artefacts 

 



22. Post-Medieval silver bodkin from Aston, South Yorkshire (2012 T687, PAS ID: SWYOR-

2DCE54) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40.  The Committee viewed the bodkin fragment in light of this 
and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £40. Rotherham Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
 
23. Post-Medieval gold pin from Wing area, Buckinghamshire (2012 T270, PAS ID: BUC-

591475) 

The provisional valuer suggested £220.  The Committee viewed the pin in light of this and felt that its 
gold composition made it more attractive than the more common silver examples that the Committee 
had seen in the past, and more desirable than the silver parallel quoted by the valuer.  The maker’s 
mark, though indistinct, was felt to add interest to the piece as well, and the Committee recommended 
£250.  Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
24. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress hook from Baddiley, Cheshire (2012 T655, PAS ID: LVPL-

16EEF8) 

The provisional valuer suggested £220.  The Committee examined the dress hook in light of this and 
agreed with the valuer that it was an impressive example of its type.  Finding the provisional valuation 
to be well-judged, the Committee recommended £220.  Nantwich Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
25. Post-Medieval gold composite object from South Derbyshire area (2012 T862, PAS ID: 

DENO-89D016) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150.  The finder submitted comments and information about the 
context of the find.  The Committee examined the piece in light of this and was unconvinced that the 
item was of European origin.  It nonetheless accepted that the coroner has declared the find Treasure, 
and the Committee found the provisional valuation to be acceptable.  In agreement with the 
provisional valuer, it recommended £150.  Derby Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
NB: The Committee thought it prudent to point out in the letter to Derby Museum that in the 
Committee’s opinion, the find was unlikely to be European and could date from the 19th Century or 
more recently.    
 
26. Post-Medieval gold ring from Cambridgeshire area (2012 T47, PAS ID: CAM-98BB56) 
The provisional valuer suggested £2500.  Cromwell Museum had hoped to acquire but withdrew 
before the meeting, and so the case was not discussed. 
 
27. Post-Medieval silver vervel from Knaresborough area, North Yorkshire (2012 T613, PAS ID: 
SWYOR-9CBF24) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400.  The finder had submitted a private valuation of £800 carried 
out by   The Committee examined the vervel and in comparison with similar vervels it 
had valued previously and against the comparanda provided by the two valuers.  It was felt that the 
first provisional valuation had not allowed sufficient appreciation for the attractiveness of the piece 
and the interest of its inscription being of an historic individual (Sir William Sheffield).  The example 
cited by the private valuer which achieved £550 and was of slightly better condition only carried an 
inscription of a place, which the Committee felt would not be as collectable as the vervel from 
Knaresborough.  On balance, the Committee recommended £600.  Harrogate Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 

Item 3: Coins 
 
Roman coins:  

 
28. Roman coins (3) & fragments (2) from Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire (2012 T575, PAS ID: 

WMID-CE2A90) 
The provisional valuer suggested £0.  The Committee examined the coins with this in mind and took 
the view that, although the coins were in very poor condition, the fact that a museum wished to 
acquire them meant that there was some interest in them which could be translated as a market value.  
The Committee recommended £20. Potteries Museum, Stoke-on-Trent, hopes to acquire. 
 
29. Roman silver coins (16) from South Oxfordshire area (2012 T510, PAS ID: BERK-3E4286) 



The provisional valuer suggested £138.  The Committee inspected the coins in light of this.  It agreed 
with the valuer that the ‘Hippo’ coin from the Reign of Philip I (coin no. 8 in the catalogue) was the 
most interesting, but thought it should be valued at £60, and that the first coin in the catalogue was 
worth £12.  The valuer’s suggestions for the other coins were felt to be fair, and the Committee 
recommended a total of £162.  Oxfordshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 
 
30. Roman silver coins (13) from Stoke on Trent area, Staffordshire (2012 T131, PAS ID: 

WMID-64EEF07) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400-£430.  The Committee viewed the coins in light of this.  It was 
felt that the valuer had performed a careful breakdown and that the valuation adequately accounted for 
the attraction and state of conservation of each coin.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £415, and adopted the itemisation as described in the valuer’s report.  The 
Potteries Museum, Stoke-on-Trent, hopes to acquire.   
 
31. Roman copper alloy & silver coin hoard (45) from St Blazey, Cornwall (2012 T172, PAS ID: 

CORN-E0E652) 
The provisional valuer suggested £580-£650.  The Committee examined the coin hoard with this in 
mind and concurred with the view that the coin of Laelian would command the most interest.  It was 
felt that the valuer had taken account of this in his report, and in agreement with the valuer, the 
Committee recommended £600.  The Royal Institute of Cornwall hopes to acquire. 
 
32. Roman coins (61) from Frome II, Somerset (2012 T732, PAS ID: WILT-D4D963)  

The provisional valuer suggested £800-£1000, and the finder submitted comments on this.  The 
Committee viewed the coins in light of this.  It thanked the finder for his letter, and looked back on 
the valuations of the first two groups of coins from this hoard.  The Committee noted that the original 
group of coins had a higher valuation per coin owing to the presence of several rarities among it; 
without these, the average value per coin was very similar to the average value in the second 
instalment of the hoard.  In comparison with the first two groups of coins, it was noted that the third 
group (those currently under discussion) contained some examples that were in much worse condition, 
including four that were unidentifiable to a mint, and one described as ‘possibly a coin’ in the report 
for the coroner.  These poor coins brought down the per coin average for this group. 
 
Overall it was felt that the valuer had adequately accounted for the condition of the coins in arriving at 
his suggestion, and in agreement with the valuer, the Committee recommended £1000.   Museum of 
Somerset hopes to acquire.  
 
Medieval coins 
 
33. Medieval silver coins (4) from Arundel area, West Sussex (2012 T900, PAS ID: SUSS-

AF9B55) 
The provisional valuer suggested £45.  The Committee inspected the coins in light of this and found 
the valuation to be well judged. In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £45.  Horsham Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
34. Medieval silver pennies (7) from Rock, Worcestershire (2012 T500, PAS ID: WAW-1EF9A3)  
The provisional valuer suggested £303, and the finder submitted comments.  The Committee took 
account of these as it viewed the coins.  It noted that some of the coins appeared to have been cleaned 
(a practice discouraged by the Treasure Act 1996 Code of Practice) but it was impossible to say when 
and by whom.  The Committee explained to the finder that only exceptional finds like the 
Staffordshire Hoard carried a ‘hoard premium’ which caused the value of individual pieces to be 
increased above their normal market value.   
 
The Committee found it helpful that the valuer had itemised the values assigned to each coin, as it 
allowed for an examination of the group on a coin-by-coin basis.  It felt that the valuer’s assessment 
was conservative in the case of a few coins, and the Committee itself valued the coins at: 
 
1 – £70 
2 – £35 
3 – £60 
4 – £15 
5 – £30 
6 – £60 



7 –£60. 
 
The total value recommended was therefore £330.  Worcestershire County Museum/ Worcester City 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
35. Medieval silver piedfort from Thurlaston, Leicestershire (2012 T740, PAS ID: LEIC-675187) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400-£500.  The Committee viewed the piedfort in light of this and 
noted that a similar piedfort from Shropshire (2010 T107, PAS ID: HESH-E6B5A5) had been valued 
by the Committee at £800, but was in better condition than the piece from Thurlaston.  In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £450.  Leicestershire County Council 
Heritage Service hopes to acquire. 
 
Post-Medieval coins 
 
36. Post-Medieval silver coins (4) from Thirveton, Devon (2011 T638, PAS ID: DEV-2D45D0) 

The provisional valuer suggested £64.  The Committee did not need to consider this find, as prior to 
the meeting all parties waived their right to a reward, allowing for it to be acquired by the Royal 
Albert Memorial Museum at no cost. 
 
Item 6: Norfolk Cases 

 
37. Bronze Age hoard from Hempnall, Norfolk (2012 T722, PAS ID: SF-2D55E2)  

The provisional valuer suggested £1700, and the finder submitted comments, including a copy of 
correspondence he had had with the local Historic Environment Record (HER) Officer regarding the 
valuation.  The Committee considered the find in light of these.  The Committee pointed out that 
whilst a finder is entitled to ask the Committee to consider any documents in support of a valuation 
they feel are relevant, the HER Officer was not a recognised valuer of finds and his opinion in this 
regard carried little weight, while his attempt to equate rarity in the archaeological record with value 
was felt to be unsupported.   
 
Nevertheless, the HER Officer had pointed to a past case seen by the Committee from Rothley, 
Leicestershire (2009 T278, PAS ID: LEIC-A6BB51) which the Committee had valued at £5375.  In 
reviewing its past minutes, the Committee saw that it had allocated £5000 of that overall valuation to 
the mould and the remainder to the axes in the hoard.  In light of this, the Committee felt that 
diligence required it to seek a second provisional valuation of the hoard from Hempnall, and asked the 
Committee to approach  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire.    
 
38. Bronze Age gold bead from Salthouse, Norfolk (2013 T20, PAS ID: NMS-AEC678) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600-£650.  The Committee viewed the bead with this in mind and 
in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £600.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 

39. Early Medieval gold pendant from Foxly, Norfolk (2012 T704, PAS ID: NMS-4198A8)  

The provisional valuer suggested £1800-£2000, and the museum submitted comments.  The 
Committee viewed the pendant in light of these, and acknowledged that the setting was made of glass, 
which the valuer appeared to have overlooked and assumed that the setting was composed of garnet, 
leading to what the Committee felt was an overestimation of the value of the find.  Otherwise, the 
provisional valuation was reasonable.  The Committee recommended £1400.  Norwich Castle 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

40. Early Medieval silver possible bell (2 fragments) from West Acre, Norfolk (2013 T80, PAS 

ID: NMS-A8C3C1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20.  The Committee viewed the fragments in light of this, noting 
their incomplete and indefinite nature.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £20.  The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

41 Anglo-Saxon silver pin from Scoulton, Norfolk (2012 T695, PAS ID: NMS-2EACE1) 

The provisional valuer suggested £35.  The Committee examined the pin with this in mind and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £35.  The British Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
42. Early Medieval silver-gilt pin head from Grimstone area, Norfolk (2012 T467, PAS ID: 

NMS-4829F3) 



The provisional valuer suggested £45.  The Committee inspected the pin head in light of this and 
acknowledged that the item was very typical of its kind.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 
Committee recommended £45.  Norwich Castle Museum. 
 
43. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from Oxborough, Norfolk (2012 T874 PAS ID: NMS-

E36C91) 
The provisional valuer suggested £90.  The Committee viewed the hooked tag with this in mind and 
observed that it was a common find.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £90.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
44. Early Medieval gold disc pendant from Oxborough, Norfolk (2012 T346, PAS ID: NMS-

515C15) 

The provisional valuer suggested £450.  The Committee inspected the disc pendant in light of this and, 
whilst noting the damage, concurred with the valuer’s view that it would be of interest on the market, 
as it was felt to be a substantial piece.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 
recommended £450.  King’s Lynn Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
45. Early Medieval silver mount from Pulham St Mary, Norfolk (2012 T67, PAS ID: NMS-

664877)- 2
nd

 viewing 
The first provisional valuer suggested £1200-£1600.  The Committee viewed the item at its meeting 
of 29th May 2013, and asked for a second valuation.  The second provisional valuer suggested £90, 
and the finder, landowner and museum submitted comments. 
 
The Committee took account of all of these as it viewed the mount.  In reviewing the provisional 
valuations, the Committee noted that many of the parallels cited by the first valuer sold for much less 
than the suggested amount, and it was difficult to see how such a high figure had been arrived at, 
based on these.  Of the comparisons suggested, the closest in terms of appeal was felt to be the Saxon 
silver-gilt beast head mount sold by Timeline Auctions in March 2012 for £550.  It was also noted 
that the second valuer had not suggested any parallels that the Committee might use to guide its 
discussion.  Taking account of all of the above, the Committee recommended £550.  Norwich Castle 
Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
46. Medieval silver brooch from Deopham, Norfolk (2012 T482, PAS ID: NMS-D84CF2) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50.  The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this, and in 
agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £50.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire.   
 
47. Medieval silver mount from Witchingham, Norfolk (2012 T635, PAS ID: NMS-F60A83) 

The provisional valuer suggested £140.  The Committee inspected the mount with this in mind and 
was impressed with the size of the mount and its stylish rendering, which the Committee felt would 
translate to interest in the market.  The Committee recommended £180.  Norwich Castle Museum 
hopes to acquire.  
 
48. Medieval silver seal matrix from Sustead, Norfolk (2012 T637, PAS ID: NMS-DFA0E5) 
The provisional valuer suggested £600.  The Committee examined the seal matrix in light of this and 
agreed with the valuer’s view that the device on the matrix was difficult to recognize and not terribly 
attractive.  The Committee felt that the market value was slightly lower than the suggested sum, and 
recommended £550.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
49. Iron Age coin hoard from South West Norfolk (2012 T71, PAS ID: NMS-076680)  

The provisional valuer suggested £2500-£3000.  The finder submitted a private valuation from 
for £3000 - £3500.  The Committee took account of both of these as it viewed the 

coins.  It was noted that the valuations were similar with the exception of coin 41, for which the 
private valuer suggested £800 - £1000 against the provisional valuer’s suggestion of £400 - £500.  
The Committee was more persuaded by the comparison for this coin cited by the provisional valuer, 
and in agreement with his overall recommendation, the Committee recommended £2500.  Norwich 
Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
NB – The Committee wished to remind that his provisional valuation reports are circulated 
to all interested parties, not all of whom may appreciate that Spink’s standard catalogue is a guide that 
lists retail price rather than a theoretical auction hammer price.  It was suggested that if 



references Spink’s in his valuation reports he makes it clear that his suggested figure is derived from 
this retail price and does not equate to it.    
 
50. Iron Age coin & Roman silver coins (3) from Mattishall, Norfolk (2012 T488, PAS ID: NMS-

2B7C33)  

The provisional valuer suggested £100-150.  The Committee took this into account as it viewed the 
coins, and agreed that the coin of Mark Antony was the most interesting in the group.  In agreement 
with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £150.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to 
acquire. 
 
51. Roman silver coins (8) from Bandeswell, Norfolk (2010 T763, PAS ID: NMS-E7D253) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80-£120.  The Committee inspected the coins with this in mind and 
found the valuation reasonable, and the itemisation accurate.  The Committee recommended a total of 
£100 and adopted the individual values suggested in the text of the provisional valuation report.  
Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
52. Roman gold and silver coins (7) from Norwich area, Norfolk (2012 T343, PAS ID: NMS-

281332) 

The provisional valuer suggested £880.  The Committee examined the small hoard in light of this and  
commented that the solidus gave the hoard most of its attraction.  In agreement with the provisional 
valuer, the Committee recommended £880.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
53. Roman silver coins (59) from South Norfolk (2012 T810, PAS ID: NMS-A00F04) 

Provisional valuer suggested £2200-£2500.  The Committee viewed the coins in light of his and noted 
the presence of several coins, including the denarii of Augustus and the ‘tribute pennies’ which were 
popular in the market.  It was felt that the condition of the coins warranted a figure at the top end of the 
suggested range.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £2500. 
Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 
Item 4: Any Other Business:   
 
Dates of meetings in 2013 – The Committee members present selected dates for meetings in 2014.  
As several agendas in 2013 were quite heavy, it was decided to increase the number of meetings in 
2014 from 6 to 7. 
 
The dates selected were: 
 
29 January (Wednesday) 
13 March (Thursday) 
28 May (Wednesday) 
16 July (Wednesday) 
10 September (Wednesday) 
29 October (Wednesday) 
17 December (Wednesday) 
 
 
Expense of provisional valuations – A brief paper was circulated by the Secretariat on the situation 
of the funding for the support services of the Committee, highlighting the cost of provisional 
valuations over recent years and drawing attention to the fact that the British Museum (which receives 
money from the DCMS to carry out the function) has asked for this cost to be reduced if possible.  
The Committee was asked to consider the paper in advance of a larger discussion at a subsequent 
meeting. 
 
Item 5: Date of Next Meeting  - Wednesday, 25th September 2013 at 11:00am  in the Board Room 
at the British Museum 
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