
Minutes for Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 9
th

 March 2012  

 

The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Friday, 9
th

 March 2012 at 11am.  

 

 

Present 

 

Committee          British Museum        DCMS               Apologies   

Colin Renfrew (Chair)             Caroline Barton          Paul Blaker                    Ian Carradice   

Trevor Austin                           Roger Bland 

John Cherry          Caroline Lyons 

Peter Clayton          Janina Parol 

David Dykes          Ian Richardson 

Hetty Gleave 

Tim Pestell 

 

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Thursday, 19
th

 January 2012 

 

The minutes were passed as a true record of the meeting.  

 

Item 2: Objects 

 

Bronze Age artefacts 
 

1. Bronze Age gold strip from Corringham, Lincolnshire (2011 T459) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80-£100.  The Committee viewed the strip in light of this, noting from 

the PAS record that it had a mass of 1.19g.  The Committee thought the item was a pleasant example and 

in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £100. The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 

 

2. Bronze Age hoard from Matching, Essex (2010 T468) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350.  The Committee examined the hoard in light of this, noting that most 

of the commercial appeal was to be found in the complete items, such as the tanged and lugged chisel. Much 

of the material was deemed to be of archaeological interest, which the Committee felt had been properly 

accounted for by the provisional valuer in his suggestion.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £350.  Epping Forest Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

3. Bronze Age hoard from Halesworth area, Suffolk (2011 T52) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,800.  The Committee viewed the hoard in light of this, and commented 

that the axe heads were impressive and in good condition.  Although it was noted that the valuer used as a 

guide the retail prices listed in Benet’s Artefacts of England and the United Kingdom, the appeal of these 

items was felt to justify the suggested figure.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £1,800.  Halesworth Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

4. Bronze Age hoard from Halesworth area, Suffolk (2011 T53) 
The provisional valuer suggested £2,750.  The Committee took account of this as it examined the hoard, the 

most impressive item of which was deemed to be the unfinished spearhead.  It was noted that the provisional 

valuer had allocated £400 to each of the palstave axes, which the Committee felt was slightly too high, and 

for which the Committee thought £350 each was reasonable.  Otherwise the Committee agreed with the 

rationale applied by the valuer for the remaining items in the hoard.  The Committee recommended £2,500. 

Halesworth Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Iron Age artefacts 

 

5. Iron Age mirror burial from Portesham, Dorset (2010 T415) 
The first provisional valuer suggested £20,740 - £22,902 (up from a valuation of £10,000-£12,000 based on 

photographs alone).  The second provisional valuer suggested £15,000 (up from a valuation of £700 based on 

photographs alone).  The third provisional valuer suggested £1 for the denarius in the hoard.  The Committee 

was informed that the mirror had been cleaned and stabilised by archaeological conservators, but that no 

active conservation had been performed.   



 

The Committee examined the mirror burial in light of this information.  It was clear to the Committee that 

upon viewing the mirror in person, the valuers had a new appreciation of its potential on the market.  The 

Committee also remarked that any prospective buyer would consider the potential appeal of this item in a 

conserved or restored state, and would balance a decision to acquire it against the amount of time and money 

necessary to bring the item to that state.  It was noted that Iron Age mirrors are not incredibly rare, but that 

they are considered impressive works of art with market precedents.  It was felt that this mirror had the 

positive characteristics of clear, distinct decoration and association with the other artefacts from the burial, 

which added to its appeal. 

 

The suggested comparison to an Iron Age mirror from Shillington, Bedfordshire (Treasure Annual Report 

2000, pg 15) was felt to be most relevant as it bore the strongest resemblance to the mirror under discussion.  

The Shillington mirror, along with a silver brooch and other iron fragments was valued at £35,000 but was in 

a more complete state, with only the edges missing and a large crack through the centre.  As most of the 

pieces of the mirror under discussion were present, restoration to a condition similar to the Shillington 

example would, the Committee thought, likely be pursued by a potential buyer, but at some cost, with 

impossible to determine results (the thinness of the metal and the dual-sidedness of the mirror making quality 

restoration difficult) and at the sacrifice of some authenticity. With this as a guide, the Committee felt that an 

appropriate figure for the mirror, along with the other items in the assemblage, was close to the high end of 

the range suggested by the first valuer.  The Committee recommended £23,000.  Dorset County Museum 

hopes to acquire.       

 

 

Roman artefacts 

 

6. Roman silver finger-ring from Manston, Dorset (2010 T342) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150.  The Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this.  The 

Committee drew attention to a similar ring it had previously valued (2009 T147 from Womenswold area, 

Kent; PAS Database number: KENT-E3CFD7; valued at £280).  Due to the relative condition of the ring 

from Manston, the Committee recommended £140.  Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

7. Roman silver finger-ring terminal from Leckhampstead, Berkshire (2011 T68) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10-£15.  The Committee examined the finger-ring terminal in light of this 

and agreed that the valuation was reasonable.  The Committee recommended £15.  West Berkshire Museum 

hopes to acquire.  

 

8. Roman gold gem set mount from Legsby, Lincolnshire (2011 T4) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120-£150.   The Committee took note of this as it viewed the mount, 

commenting that the item was a pleasing artefact and the valuation was well-reasoned.  In agreement with 

the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £140.  The British Museum hopes to acquire.    

 

Early Medieval artefacts 

 

9. Viking silver ingot from Denby Dale, West Yorkshire (2010 T592) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40. The Committee examined the ingot in light of this, but noted that in 

order for the valuation of this piece to remain consistent with those of the many other Viking silver ingots the 

Committee had valued previously, it was necessary to raise the suggested figure substantially.  Additionally, 

though by its nature a fairly mundane object, the Committee felt that this was a pleasing example of an ingot.  

The Committee recommended £120.    Kirklees Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

10. Viking silver finger-ring fragment from Shaftesbury area, Dorset (2010 T385) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100-£120.  The Committee took account of this as it examined the ring 

fragment.  The Committee remarked that the suggested figure adequately accounted for the fact that, 

although distorted, the object was once a ring and so retained more attraction that an equivalent piece of 

hacksilver.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £100.  Dorset County 

Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

11. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from Sevenoaks area, Kent (2011 T36) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20.  The Committee examined the hooked tag in light of this and felt the 

suggestion to be an accurate appreciation of the value of the item.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, 



the Committee recommended £20.  Sevenoaks Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

12. Early Medieval silver jewellery item from Low Risby area, North Lincolnshire (2011 T149)  
The provisional valuer suggested £18.  The Committee viewed the jewellery item in light of this and                                          

acknowledged the poor state of the item.  The Committee recommended £15. North Lincolnshire museum 

hopes to acquire.  

 

13. Early Medieval silver mount from Misson, Nottinghamshire (2011 T416) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-£120.  The Committee viewed the mount in light of this and saw that 

it was fairly worn but of good substance, and felt that the suggested range was accurate.  In agreement with 

the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £120.  Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

14. Early Medieval silver brooch fragment from Cherhill, Wiltshire (2011 T301) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15.  The Committee examined this fragment and agreed that its current 

state warranted only the suggested amount.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £15.  Wiltshire Heritage Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

15. Early Medieval gold & enamel roundel from Colchester area, Essex (2010 T169) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000 - £1,200.  The Committee took this under advice as it viewed the 

roundel.  The Committee commented on the small size of the roundel while also noting the attraction of the 

piece and the relative rarity of such items on the market.  On balance, the provisional valuation was seen to 

be well argued and in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £1,200.  

Colchester and Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Medieval artefacts 

 

16. Medieval silver mount from Ilchester area, Somerset (2010 T783) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80-£100.  The Committee inspected the mount in light of this and felt that 

the small size and imprecise design of the mount impacted negatively on its appeal. The Committee 

recommended £70.  Museum of Somerset hopes to acquire.  

 

 

17. Medieval silver-gilt stud from White Roding area, Essex (2010 T423) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-£300.  The Committee viewed the stud in light of this, noting that it 

was silver-gilt in composition, rather than gold, as suggested in the report for the coroner.  It was also noted 

that where once the stud would have been enamelled, this enamelling no longer remained.  Nonetheless, the 

Committee found it to be an attractive and interesting object, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, 

recommended £300. Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

18. Medieval silver pendant with Roman intaglio from Wimborne area, Dorset (2010 T435) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50.  The Committee took account of this as it inspected the pendant with 

intaglio.  It was commented that although the item was not especially fine, the presence of an intaglio would 

command interest on the market, owing to the relative rarity of such items.  The metallic portion of the 

pendant was thought to be crude and the overall size of the item was small.  Having regard to all of the above 

factors, the Committee recommended £80.  The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

The Committee noted that the provisional valuer did not charge for this valuation, and it thanked him for this 

service. 

 

19. Medieval silver brooch from Bridekirk area, Cumbria (2008 T160) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40-£50.  The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and noted 

that the item was fairly plain and that the hoop was distorted.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £40. Senhouse Roman Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

20. Medieval gold annular brooch from Treswell area, Nottinghamshire (2011 T284) 

The provisional valuer suggested £450.  The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and noted that it 

was an attractive example but very small.  The Committee felt that the minuteness of the brooch would lower 

its appeal slightly, and recommended £420.  Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire.     

 



21. Medieval silver finger-ring from Alcester, Warwickshire (2011 T187) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200.  The Committee had regard for this as it inspected the finger-ring, 

commenting that it was of a nice size and undistorted.  The Committee felt that the suggested figure was 

closer to a retail price for such a ring (indeed the comparison suggested by the provisional valuer was of a 

ring with a retail figure attached) rather than a true market value.  On balance, the Committee recommended 

£180 for the ring.  Warwickshire Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

22. Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Sandford, North Somerset (2011 T171) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300.  The Committee viewed the finger-ring in light of this and found the 

valuation to be justified.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £300.  

North Somerset Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

23. Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Tingewick, Buckinghamshire (2011 T41) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300.  The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and noted that the 

provisional valuation had been provided based on viewing the brooch with three of the four garnet collets in 

place on the frame, while the fourth was detached and separate.  Having been provided with photographs of 

the brooch at the time of discovery and in the office of the Finds Liaison Officer, the Committee understood 

that one of the garnet collets had regrettably come detached from the frame at some point after the finder had 

handed the item in.  The Committee clarified that its valuation would reflect the value of the brooch in the 

condition in which it was discovered, that is, with four garnet collets in place.  In the event, the Committee 

felt that the detachment of the collet had a negligible impact on the overall value of the brooch, as it had been 

and remained a fragile item susceptible to such misfortune, and the fact that the collet was not lost meant it 

could be refixed with minimal effort. 

 

Overall the filigree and the garnet elements were felt to make the brooch an attractive item and the 

Committee recommended £310.  Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire.      

 

24. Medieval gold finger-ring from Thurcroft, South Yorkshire (2009 T445) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1500.  The Committee inspected the ring in light of this, commenting on 

its attraction.  Bearing in mind the recent strength in the market for medieval rings set with gemstones, the 

suggested figure seemed accurate and in agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £1500.  Rotherham Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

The Committee regretted that it had taken so long for the matter to come before it, and noted that it had taken 

17 months for the Coroner to hold an inquest and provide the paperwork to the Committee’s Secretariat.  The 

Committee felt that this was an example of how it was not able to do its job efficiently because of the delay 

in considering an item caused by other parties in the Treasure process. 

 

25. Medieval gold iconographic finger-ring from Naburn, North Yorkshire (2010 T495) 

The provisional valuer suggested £6,000 - £7,000.  The Committee viewed the ring in light of this, 

acknowledging that it is of a type and condition which would make it sought after on the market.  The 

knobbed band and the fine, emotive engraving were elements that were felt to contribute to the ring’s appeal, 

and the Committee acknowledged that this item was superior to similar examples it had valued in the past, 

for instance 2003 T553 from Wall, Staffordshire (Treasure Annual Report 2003, pg. 107; valued at £1,000) 

or more recently 2008 T269 from Beanham, Berkshire (Portable Antiquities and Treasure Annual Report 

2008, pg. 154; PAS database number: LON-C8CE96; valued at £1,750).   On balance, the Committee found 

itself in agreement with the provisional valuer, and recommended £6,000.  York Museum Trust hopes to 

acquire. 

 

26. Medieval gold brooch from Barnetby area, Lincolnshire (2011 T623) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-£1200.  The finder submitted comments on this.  The Committee took 

these into account as it viewed the brooch, noting that it was an attractive item and that the inscription along 

the outside added to its appeal.   The Committee felt that the arguments of the provisional valuation were not 

excessively detailed and asked the Secretariat to commission a second provisional valuation. 

 

With respect to the finder’s submission, the Committee noted that the information provided by the finder 

consisted of hearsay evidence based on images of the brooch, and that it was not possible to accord much 

weight to such information.  The Committee clarified that if the finder wished Mr of Wartski’s 

opinion to carry more weight, Mr should be invited by the finder to view the item in person and to 

provide his valuation in writing (on headed paper) to the finder who could then forward it to the Committee.      



 

The Collection, Lincoln, hopes to acquire. 

 

27. Medieval silver-gilt cosmetic instrument from Wragby, Lincolnshire (2010 T383)- 2
nd

 viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £20, and the Committee had recommended £20 at its meeting of 28 

October 2011.  The finder submitted a challenge. The Committee thanked the finder for her letter, and 

examined the instrument again.  The Committee pointed out that of the comparanda suggested by the finder, 

item 2006 T53 from Markyate, Hertfordshire (Treasure Annual Report 2005/6, pg. 114, valued at £150) was 

a superior item, but the Committee accepted that in the past, some of values attached to similar items were 

greater than that which it had set for the cosmetic instrument in question.  This was felt in part to be because 

the increased numbers of these items reported has reduced their market appeal.  Based on evidence seen at 

recent trade fairs, where examples similar to the instrument in question were seen offered for £50 (retail), a 

fair market value of £30 for this piece was felt to be more accurate.  However, the Committee felt that this 

item could benefit from having a second independent provisional valuation, and asked the Secretariat to 

commission one.  

 

The Collection, Lincoln hopes to acquire. 

  

28. Medieval silver seal matrix from Crantock, Cornwall (2011 T125)- 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer had suggested £2,000 and at its meeting of 19 January 2012, the Committee had 

recommended £2,000.  The finder submitted a challenge.  The Committee viewed the item again and 

considered the finder’s letter.  It was noted that in recommending a figure of £2,000, the Committee had 

already taken into account the local significance of the find and the fact that this was found in the very locale 

where the gentleman who may have owned the seal took his name.  The information provided by the finder 

in his most recent submission was thought to be of genealogical interest and the Committee had regard for 

the points he raised regarding media interest in the item, however the Committee again emphasised that such 

factors were encapsulated in the recommendation of £2,000.  Finding no material information which would 

enable the Committee to alter its previous decision, it recommended £2,000.   The Royal Institution of 

Cornwall hopes to acquire. 

 

Post-Medieval artefacts 

 

29. Post-Medieval silver thimble from Blyth area, Nottinghamshire (2011 T266) 
The provisional valuer suggested £45.  The Committee viewed the thimble in light of this and in agreement 

with the provisional valuer, recommended £45.  Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

30. Post-Medieval silver cufflink element from Great and Little Chishill, Cambridgeshire (2010 T111) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-£60.  The Committee viewed the cufflink in light of this and agreed 

that this was a sensible range, and recommended £50.  Royston Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

31. Post-Medieval silver-gilt hooked tag from Abbess Beauchamp & Berners Roding, Essex (2010 T557) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80.  The Committee examined the hooked tag in light of this and felt that 

the suggestion accurately accounted for the condition of the item.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, 

the Committee recommended £80.  Epping Forest Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

32. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress fitting from Abridge, Essex (2010 T425) 
The provisional valuer suggested £35.  The Committee took account of this as it viewed the dress fitting and 

agreed that the condition of the piece and its fragmentary nature were well reflected in the suggested price.  

In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £35.  Epping Forest Museum hopes 

to acquire. 

 

33. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress hook from Wold Newton, East Riding of Yorkshire (2011 T308) 

The provisional valuer suggested £180.  The Committee inspected the dress hook in light of this and noted 

that the item’s design was a variety of the three-lobed hook commonly seen by the Committee.  (See for 

instance 2011 T108 from Winterton, North Lincolnshire; PAS database number: BM-CEC4A2; valued at 

£80).  The item had a complete hook and fitting on the back, which contribute to its appeal, but owing to the 

relative commonness of this item the Committee recommended a value of £150.  Hull and East Riding 

Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

34. Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Lancashire area (2011 T261) 



The provisional valuer suggested £150.  The Committee viewed the item with this in mind, and compared the 

piece with several other seals that it had valued in the past.  For instance a similar example, with a slightly 

more elaborate field from Tywardreath, Cornwall (2009 T684; PAS database number CORN-570A11) was 

valued at £300 but in the end the acquiring museum withdrew from acquiring it.  Another superior but 

similar example from Rowington, Warwickshire (2002 T159; Treasure Annual Report 2002, pg 119) was 

valued at £400.  Having regard to this information, and taking account of a sale of similar seals by Woolley 

and Wallis several years ago, the Committee felt that a higher figure was warranted for the item in question.  

The Committee recommended £250.  Clitheroe Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

35. Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Backwell, North Somerset (2011 T257) 
The provisional valuer suggested £500-£600.  The finder submitted comments with regards to this.  The 

Committee took account of these as it viewed the ring.  The Committee commented on the interesting 

inscription which it felt was nicely engraved.  It was felt that any potential buyer of this ring would consider 

the possibility of repairing it so that the pieces could be joined together again, and that this was unlikely to 

require tremendous resources to achieve.  The Committee noted that rings of this type were not overly 

common on the market and that this relative rarity would generate interest on the market.  The Committee 

recommended £800.  North Somerset Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

36. Post-Medieval gold ring from Chigwell, Essex (2010 T644) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800-£1,000.  The finder submitted comments regarding this.  The 

Committee took account of this as it viewed the ring, thanking the finder for his letter.  The Committee 

pointed out that a further similar mourning ring was auctioned by Timeline Auctions on 18 March 2011 in lot 

848, where the pre-auction estimate was £400-£600 and the price realised £440.  This item, with a central 

ridge running around the band, appeared to the Committee a closer comparison to the ring from Chigwell 

than the example cited by the provisional valuer.  The price realised for the ring from the Timelines sale of 

18 March 2011 was also seen to be more consistent with valuations that the Committee had made for 

mourning rings in the past.  The Committee felt that it required further advice before recommending a value, 

and asked the Secretariat to commission a second provisional valuation.  Epping Forest Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

37. Post-Medieval gold ring from York area, North Yorkshire (2010 T656) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4,000-£5,000.  One of the finders submitted comments and paperwork 

regarding this.  The Committee paid regard to these as it viewed the ring, which was seen to be a very 

attractive example.  It was noted that the parallel cited by the provisional valuer – lot 779 from the Timeline 

Auctions sale of 23/24 June 2011, was a larger item, being three grams heavier.  The Committee further 

commented that the ring from Fisherwick, Staffordshire pointed to by the finder as a comparison 

(M&ME422, Treasure Annual Report 2001, pg. 74) was, at 42.9 grams, more than three times as heavy as 

the ring in question, and it displayed more elaborate decoration on the hoop.  Before recommending a value, 

the Committee felt that diligence required it to seek a second independent provisional valuation for this item.   

Manchester Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Item 3: Coins 

 

Iron Age coins 
 

38. Iron Age gold staters (4) from Stafford area, Staffordshire (2010 T458d – Coin 4) - 2
nd

 viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £2,550 - £3,050 for the entire group, and £600-£700 for 2010 T458d - 

Coin 4.  One of the finders had submitted comments and at its meeting of 19 January 2012, the Committee 

recommended £2,750 for the group and £650 for Coin 4.  The finder for this coin submitted a challenge and a 

valuation of a similar coin from the Searcher magazine.  The Committee viewed the coin again in light of 

this information.  It was noted that the Searcher’s valuation was perhaps appropriate for the coin it 

referenced, but that this figure did not translate directly to the coin in question (2010 T548) because of the 

2010 T548d’s condition.  The Committee felt that the condition of this coin had been described accurately in 

the provisional valuation as GVF, and that this was a critical factor in determining the value of the coin.  

Examining the coin again, the Committee was satisfied that it had properly appreciated the condition of the 

coin at its last meeting, and it confirmed a recommendation of £650.  The Potteries Museum, Stoke-on-Trent, 

hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Roman coins:  



 

39. Roman silver coin from Warburton, Cheshire (2010 T736) 
The provisional valuer suggested £5.  The Committee inspected the coin in light of this and found the 

suggestion to be accurate.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £5.  

Manchester Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

40. Roman coins (20) from Brading, Isle of Wight (2011 T181) 
The provisional valuer suggested £35.  The Committee viewed the coins in light of this and felt that the 

valuation was well thought-out and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £45.  The 

Committee noted that the finder had already generously waived his share of the reward, and it thanked him 

for the gesture.  Brading Roman Villa Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

41. Roman coin hoard (22) from Uttlesford area, Essex (2010 T670) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,100.  The Committee inspected the coins in light of this noted that some 

of the coins were badly clipped.  While the solidi were recognised as not uncommon coins, their good 

condition was remarked on and appreciated.  On balance, the valuation was seen to be well argued.  In 

agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £2,100.  Saffron Walden Museum 

hopes to acquire. 

 

42. Roman coin hoard (9315) & pot from Shrewsbury area, Shropshire (2009 T450) 
The provisional valuer provided suggestions for both the selection of coins to be acquired by Shropshire 

Museums Service (£25,009) and by the British Museum (£1,949).  Representations regarding the 

apportionment of the reward were provided by English Heritage, the Finds Liaison Officer for Shropshire 

and Herefordshire (which contained a letter from the coroner for Shropshire) and by the Shropshire Council. 

 

The Committee first examined the coins and noted that under the corrosion the coins were attractive, and that 

the valuer had accurately accounted for their appeal.  It was noted that there were not many rare varieties 

among the coins, but that most of these had been claimed by the British Museum.  On balance, the 

provisional valuation was thought to be well argued and supported by recent evidence in the market, and the 

Committee recommended the values for the selections as suggested by the valuer: 

 

Shropshire Museums Service selection - £25,009  

British Museum selection -             £1,949         

Total -               £26,958 

 

With regard to the reward, the Committee was made aware of the circumstances behind the discovery of 

the coin hoard, that the finder had located and excavated the coins on a Scheduled Ancient Monument 

(SAM), an action which constitutes a criminal offence.  The Committee was made aware that the finder 

had received a formal caution from the police, and that this meant that the finder had admitted his 

wrongdoing.  The Committee was also made aware of the finder’s honesty and willingness to cooperate 

with officials after the matter of his offence was made clear.  In determining whether and how much to 

recommend as a reward payment to the finder for reporting his find, the Committee paid regard to 

paragraphs 31 and 79 of the Treasure Act 1996 Code of Practice (revised).  Paragraph 31 of the Treasure 

Act 1996 Code of Practice states:  

 

If there is evidence that the finder has been trespassing or that he has made his find in a ‘protected 

place’ without the written consent of English Heritage or, in Wales, of Cadw, he may expect to 

receive no reward at all or an abated reward, in accordance with the principles laid down in 

paragraph 79 and, further, he may be liable to prosecution under the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Areas Act 1979. 

 

The finder did not seek permission from anyone to search or excavate the land where this hoard was buried.  

Notwithstanding the finder’s apparent ignorance of the scheduled status of the land on which he was 

searching, the Committee considered the fact of the finder’s searching for and excavating artefacts from a 

SAM to be a serious matter.  It was seen as behaviour that would not normally be rewarded at all.  However, 

the Committee recognised that the purpose of the reward system under the Treasure Act 1996 is to encourage 

those who find items of Treasure to report them within 14 days.  This the finder did, and further, the 

testimonies of the Finds Liaison Officer and the Coroner on the helpfulness of the finder subsequent to the 

discovery, which enabled the coins to come into Crown ownership and for the precise findspot to be subject 

to an archaeological excavation, helped allow for a fuller appreciation of the situation.  The Committee found 



this to be an exceptional case, where despite the evident wrongdoing of which lead to the discovery and 

excavation of the coins, the finder had gained the support of the Finds Liaison Officer and the Coroner for 

his subsequent good behaviour.   

 

Having regard to all of the above, the Committee felt that the finder’s reward, which would normally 

constitute 50% of the value of the treasure find, should be reduced by half to 25% of the value of the find.  In 

monetary terms, as the Committee has recommended a total figure of £26,958 for the hoard, this meant the 

Committee recommended a reward of £6739.50 to the finder.       

 

While the Committee did not wish to sanction unauthorised metal detecting and metal detecting on scheduled 

ancient monuments, the Committee tried to strike a balance in rewarding the finder for subsequent good 

behaviour.  It was noted that several of the Committee members felt that the Committee was generous in the 

allocation of this figure to the finder. 

 

43. Roman coin (catalogue number 103) from Gussage All Saints, Dorset (2010 T177) 
The provisional valuer had suggested £950 for the coin in question.  The Committee viewed the coin again in 

light of this and agreed that the valuation was accurate, and recommended £950.  The British Museum hopes 

to acquire.  

 

Early Medieval coins 
 

44. Viking silver coins (fused) from Little Chesterford, Essex (2010 T790) 

The provisional valuer suggested £135.  The Committee examined the fused coins with this in mind, and felt 

that the valuation report exhibited a good rationale behind the figure suggested.  In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £135.  Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Medieval coins 

 

45. Medieval silver-gilt coin brooch from Ranceby, Lincolnshire (2010 T535) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50. The Committee inspected the coin brooch in light of this and 

remarked that the suggested value was reasonable.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £50.  The Collection, Lincoln hopes to acquire. 

 

Post-Medieval coins 

 

46. Post-Medieval silver coins (6) from Sheepy, Leicestershire (2010 T282) 
The provisional valuer suggested £70.  The Committee took this under consideration as it viewed the coins, 

and found that the report contained a well-balanced argument for the way in which the coins would likely be 

offered for sale on the market.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £70.  

Leicestershire County Council Heritage Services hopes to acquire. 

 

47. Post-Medieval silver coins (2) from Wells area, Somerset (2011 T274) 

The provisional valuer suggested £590.  The Committee examined the two silver coins in light of this and 

found much agreement with the contents of the valuation report.  The Committee commented that the figure 

of £170 was agreeable for the first coin (the groat) but that the figure suggested for the second coin was 

slightly high, and should be reduced to £400.  In total, then, the Committee recommended £570.  The 

Museum of Somerset hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Item 4: Norfolk Cases   [Tim Pestell Left the Room] 

 

48. Bronze Age hoard from Aylesham area, Norfolk (2011 T231) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1000.  The Committee inspected the axes in light of this and felt that the 

valuation was well-reasoned, citing fitting comparisons on the market.  In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, the Committee recommended £1,000.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

49. Bronze Age hoard (191) from Attleborough area, Norfolk (2010 T240)- 3
rd

  viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £750 and the Committee had recommended £650 at its meeting of 20 

July 2011.  The finder submitted a challenge to this and the Committee confirmed a recommendation of £650 

at its meeting of 22 September 2011.  The finder submitted a further challenge. The Committee examined the 



hoard again in light of this, noting that the finder felt that £285 assigned by the Committee for the 181 

fragmentary pieces did not equate to their actual value.  The Committee thanks the finder for his letter and 

the evidence from eBay that he had submitted.  It pointed out that of the 181 fragmentary pieces in the hoard 

which the Committee had categorised as having minimal value, there were some more substantial pieces 

whose relative attraction would be balanced by other small undiagnostic fragments and that £285 for the 

group was still felt to be a reasonable figure.  The Committee was confident in its recommendation and 

confirmed that it did not feel a further independent assessment was necessary, but welcomed the finder to 

arrange one and to submit it if he wished.  The Committee confirmed a recommendation of £650 for the 

hoard.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire.     

 

50. Medieval silver brooch from Northwold area, Norfolk (2010 T362) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80.  The Committee examined the brooch in light of this and felt that the 

suggested price was slightly high, and it recommended £70.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

51. Medieval silver seal matrix (incomplete) from Stratton Strawless, Norfolk (2010 T779) 
The Finder and Landowner waived their shares of the reward prior to the Committee meeting. 

 

52. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress fitting from Swannington, Norfolk (2011 T319) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150.  The Committee viewed the fitting in light of this and found it to be 

an attractive piece, so in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £150.  Norwich Castle 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Item 5: Any Other Business 
 

Update on the review of the Treasure Valuation Committee – The Committee was sent parts 1 and 2 of 

the Review document prior to the meeting for its perusal. 

 

The Committee’s initial views were that the first part was straightforward and as expected.  With regards 

to Part 2 of the Review, the Committee agreed with most of the content of the recommendations, and was 

happy for a fuller description of the membership of the Committee to be published in future Treasure 

Annual Reports.  The Committee also recalled that it had previously agreed that to publish the minutes of 

its meetings, once all the cases discussed therein were concluded, and taking care not to include personal 

details of valuers or parties involved.  Finally, it was generally considered a good idea to publish the 

minutes of a meeting with the provisional valuers in August 2007, but the Committee wished to have this 

document distributed to members in advance of publication for their review.  On the issue of valuers, the 

Committee felt that it would be useful to consider having another meeting with the pool of valuers to 

discuss current practice and ensure that all were working with the same understanding of the system. 

 

Update on ITV’s television programme: ‘The Top 50 Finds’ – The PAS and the British Museum have 

now agreed to work with ITV on a programme about the Top 50 Finds made by members of the public in 

the last 15-20 years.  The programme will be broadcast in six episodes from 16-22 July, 2012.  Committee 

members will recall that ITV filmed some footage of the Committee for the pilot programme in 2011, but 

that this was not used.  It may be that ITV will request access to a Committee meeting again, depending 

how the stories develop. 

 

Item 6: Date of Next Meeting – Friday, 20 April 2012 in the Board Room at the British Museum 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  




