
MINUTES  

 

The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Thursday 10
th

 December 2009 at 11am.  
 

Present 

 

Committee   Other    Apologies 
Norman Palmer (Chair)  Roger Bland (BM)  May Sinclair 

Trevor Austin    Caroline Lyons (BM)   

Ian Carradice   Janina Parol (BM) 

John Cherry   Ian Richardson (BM) 

Peter Clayton   Louise Blundell (DCMS) 

Jack Ogden   Helen Loughlin (DCMS) 

Tim Pestell   Maria Mourin (DCMS) 

    Professor Ian Ralston – Scottish Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel 

 

The Committee recorded its condolences on the event of the death of May Sinclair’s husband. 

    

       

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday 30
th

 September 2009 – The TVC agreed these minutes as a 

true record of the meeting. 

 
Item 2:  Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday 25

th
 November 2009  - The TVC agreed these minutes as a 

true record of the meeting. 

 

Item 3:    Discussion about valuation of Hoard from Staffordshire  
 

The Committee was happy to learn that all interested parties in case 2009 T394, the Early Medieval Hoard of 

Anglo-Saxon metalwork from Staffordshire, have agreed to the recommended valuation.  It expressed its 

appreciation for all involved in the administration and handling of this case.     

 

 

Item 4: Objects 
 

Bronze Age artefacts 

 

1. Late Bronze Age gold bulla from Inch, nr. Downpatrick, County Down (NI08.01) 

The first provisional valuer suggested £20, 000- £30, 000; the second provisional valuer suggested £9, 000-                    

£11, 000.  The Committee took this into consideration when examining the bulla, and disagreed with the 

opinion of both the valuers that the bulla would appeal primarily to Museums.  The Committee felt, rather, that 

the piece would attract interest from collectors were it to be offered on the open market.  The Committee found 

that the fragile nature of the piece and its hollow gold construction were balanced by the quality of the 

craftsmanship, and so was minded to recommend a figure above the second valuer’s suggested value.  In 

agreement with the range suggested by the first valuer, the Committee recommended £20,000. Ulster Museum 

hopes to acquire. 

 

2. Late Bronze Age gold cup ended bracelet from Nr. Castlederg, County Tyrone (NI08.02) 
The first provisional valuer suggested £80- £120, 000; the second provisional valuer suggested £80, 000-                   

£100, 000.  The Finder/Landowner has submitted comments.  The Committee took all of this into 

consideration when viewing the object, and thanked the Finder/Landowner for his letter.  It noted the similarity 

of the suggestions of the two valuers.  The Committee noted the heavy weight of the piece, and the fact that it 

was only lightly marked, but pointed out that its state of preservation and design are standard for objects of this 

type. The Committee felt that despite a lack of recent auctions parallels provided by the provisional valuers, 

the suggestions were accurate, and it therefore recommended £95,000.  Ulster Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Iron Age artefacts 

 

3. Iron Age hoard of bowls and wine strainer from Langstone, Newport (07.24) 
The first provisional valuer suggested £3, 500; the second provisional valuer suggested £28, 000-£32, 000 and 

the third provisional valuer suggested £5, 000.  The Finder, Landowner and Museum have submitted 

comments.  The Committee inspected the items in light of this evidence and taking all of it into consideration, 

agreed that the large bowl did command a figure larger than the other two items, owing to its size and 

completeness.  The Committee felt that the second valuer’s comparison of these items to recent Greek 

examples was valid , in as much as the Iron Age bowls and wine strainer would attract similar attention on the 

market owing to their quality and the known desirability of such objects.  The wine strainer in particular was 

felt to be of good quality and evoking of a strong Celtic identity.  In respect to the two similar strainers cited in 

the Museum’s submission, the strainer under inspection was seen to be larger.  The small bowl was also felt to 



be a meaner object in comparison to the wine strainer.  The fact that these items were found and reported 

together and make up a hoard of associated pieces, was seen to also be a factor in their overall value. The 

Committee recommended £13,000 for the large bowl, £5000 for the wine strainer and £3000 for the small 

bowl, for a total of £21,000.  National Museum Wales hopes to acquire. 

 

Roman artefacts 

 

4. Roman silver finger-ring from Market Weighton, East Riding of Yorkshire (2009 T112) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; the Committee took this under advice when viewing the item, and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £100.  Hull & East Riding Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

5. Roman silver finger-ring from Womenswold area, Kent (2009 T147) 
The provisional valuer suggested £280-£300; the TVC considered this as it inspected the finger-ring, and 

believed the suggested range to be accurate.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £280.  

Canterbury Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

6. Roman gold finger-ring from Colchester area, Essex (2008 T448) 
The provisional valuer suggested £200; the TVC examined the ring in object in light of this and found it to be 

a nice example.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended £200. Colchester and Ipswich 

Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

7. Roman gold ear-ring fragment from Chelmsford area, Essex (2008 T619) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100; the TVC took this into consideration when viewing the ear-ring 

fragment.  It also examined this object alongside another Roman find, a gold necklace from Chesterton, 

Cambridgeshire (2007 T411). The Chesterton example, which was valued at £80 at this meeting, although 

being a different type of object was nonetheless felt to coincide in desirability with the ear-ring fragment in 

question. Owing to the ear-ring’s fragmentary nature the TVC was inclined to reduce the amount of the figure 

suggested, and it therefore recommended £80.  Chelmsford Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

8. Roman gold necklace from Chesterton, Cambridgeshire (2007 T411) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50; the TVC took this into consideration when viewing the necklace.  It also 

examined this object alongside another Roman find, a gold ear-ring fragment from Chelmsford area, Essex 

(2008 T619), valued at £80. This necklace was believed to be rather unusual for the UK, which contributed to 

its attraction.  The TVC felt that the necklace in question commanded a similar level of interest to that in the 

Chelmsford area example, and it therefore recommended £80.  Peterborough Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Early Medieval artefacts 

 

9. Early Medieval silver ingot from Nettlestead, Suffolk (2009 T299) 

The provisional valuer suggested £95; the TVC took this into consideration when viewing the item.  It compared 

this ingot against similar Early Medieval silver examples that it had valued recently, and for which it also 

measurements of weight and percentage of silver content.  Drawing on those examples, according the weight and 

silver content of this piece, the TVC recommended £90.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

10. Early Saxon silver-gilt incomplete wrist clasp from Soham, Cambridgeshire (2008 T496) 
The provisional valuer suggested £130-£140; the TVC evaluated the wrist clasp in light of this and felt that it 

was similar to other fragmentary Saxon objects that fell into the same value range.  In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the TVC recommended £135. Ely Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

11. Early Medieval assemblage from North Yorkshire area (2007 T186)  
The provisional valuer suggested £110; the TVC recommended £110 (12/08/09). The Finder has submitted a 

challenge.  The TVC thanked the Finder for his submission and considered the assemblage again.  The TVC 

made reference to broadly similar examples on the Timeline Originals website at a (retail) price of £185.  Further 

research by the TVC also caused it to appreciate the attraction that a workshop hoard might command on the 

market, and the TVC saw fit to increase its recommendation to £150.  The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

12. Early Medieval silver sword fitting from Weston Colville, Cambridgeshire (2007 T188) 
The provisional valuer suggested £350; the Finder has submitted comments.  The TVC took this into 

consideration when viewing the fitting.  It recognised that this case has taken quite some time to progress to the 

valuation stage and thanked the Finder for his patience, explaining that large portions of the time in the 

administration of this case were occupied in the attempt to ascertain museum interest in the piece and in waiting 

for the coroner to hold the inquest.   

 

The TVC found this to be a small but lovely piece of good quality, although of small size and scratched. 

Comparable examples, usually larger, had been previously valued by the TVC and it was noted that the number 

of such mounts being found in recent years had resulted in a lowering of values. The TVC noted similar 

examples in Benet’s Artefacts of England & the United Kingdom (Murawski, 2003, pg. 288) priced (retail) at 



£300-£400 and in Saxon and Viking Artefacts (Mills, 2001, pg. 100) priced (retail) at £525 for fine condition.  

The TVC emphasised that it would recommend a value according to the estimated worth of this item at the time 

it was found, early 2007, and based on other parallels from that time felt that a higher figure than that suggested 

by the provisional valuer was appropriate. The TVC recommended £475.  Ely Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

13. Anglo-Saxon silver pin head from Frensham, Surrey (2009 T41) 
The provisional valuer suggested £30-£35; the Finder and Landowner have submitted comments.  The TVC took 

these into consideration when viewing the object.  The Committee felt that the pin was not well decorated and 

did not represent a very well-made example.  However given the general attractiveness of ancient artefacts from 

this period, the TVC felt a slight rise in the suggested value was in order; it recommended £40.   Guildford 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

15. Early Saxon gold and glass setting from Kings Lynn area, Norfolk (2009 T103) 
The provisional valuer suggested £5,000; the Finder has submitted comments.  The TVC took these into 

consideration when viewing the find and thanked the Finder for his letter.  It also examined the comparanda 

submitted by the Finder and that provided by the provisional valuer.  The TVC found the piece in question to be 

similar to the auction examples cited by the provisional valuer. The TVC also agreed that the pendants cited by 

the Finder, listed in the Treasure Annual Report 2003 (fig. 94.1 and 94.2, from North Downs, Kent) made up a 

large portion of the overall recommendation of that find £11,250, but that their value was also enhanced as they 

belonged to an identifiable grave group. The TVC found that the setting under examination was in the same 

category as the pendants from North Downs.  The TVC felt that this required a slight uplift in the value 

suggested by the provisional valuer, and recommended £5,750.    King’s Lynn Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

16. Viking hack gold fragment from Aldborough, North Yorkshire (2008 T315)- 2
nd

 viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £150; the TVC recommended £125 (30/09/09).  The Finder has submitted a 

challenge.  The TVC considered the Finder’s letter as it re-examined the item.  In response to the Finder’s point 

about the rarity of the piece, the TVC observed that the curatorial report by Dr Barry Ager cites two other finds 

of early medieval hack-gold that have been reported as Treasure merely for reference; Dr Ager is not seeking to 

imply that these are the only other such finds.  The TVC mentioned having seen a similar, but larger, piece of 

hack gold offered for sale on the internet for £85, the difference between the two being that the object under 

discussion had a nicely punched pattern whilst the other did not.  Given this information the TVC saw nothing 

that would cause it to amend its original recommendation, and confirmed £125.  The British Museum hopes to 

acquire. 

 

 

Medieval artefacts 

 

17. Medieval silver finger-ring from Swadlington, Derbeyshire (2008 T545) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-£40 or £150-£200 if re-shaped; the TVC viewed the finger-ring in light of 



this.  It pointed out that in recommending a valuation it always takes into consideration the potential attraction of 

an object that cleaning or reshaping (where possible) might afford.  Close inspection of this ring revealed a series 

of cracks along the side of the ring that would cause any attempt at reshaping the ring to lead to fracture.  The 

TVC therefore found itself in agreement with the provisional valuer’s first series of figures, and recommended 

£40. Derby Museum & Art Gallery hopes to acquire. 

 

18. Medieval silver annular brooch from Stratford-Upon-Avon, Warwickshire (2009 T120) 
The provisional valuer suggested at £80; the TVC considered the brooch in light of this and found it to be an 

agreeable piece.  In concurrence with the provisional valuer, it recommended £80.  Warwickshire Museum hopes 

to acquire. 

 

19. Medieval silver finger-ring from Ilam, Staffordshire (2008 T337) 
The provisional valuer suggested £150; the TVC took this under advice when viewing the ringer-ring and agreed 

that its nice inscription justified the suggested amount.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £150.  The Potteries Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

20. Medieval silver-gilt ring brooch from Staunton Harold, Leicestershire (2008 T189) 
The provisional valuer suggested £60; the Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and felt that the 

suggested figure was slightly high.  It recommended £55.  Leicestershire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

21. Medieval silver brooch from South Cambridgeshire (2008 T607) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40; the TVC examined the brooch in light of this and felt that, although it is 

missing its pin, the inscription made up for this.  The TVC recommended £50. Royston & District Museum 

hopes to acquire. 

 

22. Medieval silver terminal from Tendring area, Essex (2008 T702) 
The provisional valuer suggested £75; the TVC considered the terminal in light of this and felt that the attraction 

of this piece was accurately reflected in the suggestion.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the TVC 

recommended £75. Colchester & Ipswich Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

23. Medieval silver scabbard chape from Alkborough, North Lincolnshire (2009 T42) 
The provisional valuer suggested £50; the TVC examined the chape in light of this and found the arguments of 

the provisional valuer to be convincing.  In agreement with him, the TVC recommended £50. North Lincolnshire 

Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

24. Medieval silver cross pendant from South Leverton, Notttinghamshire (2009 T130) 
The provisional valuer suggested £100; the TVC took this into consideration when viewing the pendant and 

thought that the inscription on the piece would generate a slightly higher level of interest.  The TVC therefore 

recommended £120.  Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

25. Medieval gold finger-ring from Tendring District, Essex (2008 T235) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400-£500; the Committee examined the piece in light of this.  The TVC 

pointed out that in recommending a valuation it always takes into consideration the figure that a willing buyer 

would pay, factoring in the ease or difficulty (and the potential outlay) of any restoration that might be 

undertaken to improve its attraction.  In this case the TVC felt that the ring could be straightened with a 

minimum of effort and that therefore its distorted shape had less bearing on its worth.  The TVC found the ring 

to be attractive and felt it could be made wearable.  It recommended £550.   Colchester & Ipswich Museum 

hopes to acquire. 

   

26. Medieval gold finger-ring from Uttlesford District, Essex (2008 T505) 
The provisional valuer suggested £800-£1200; the TVC examined the ring in light of this and found it to be an 

attractive piece but that the top end of the range suggested by the provisional valuer was too high, as 

unfortunately the inscription is not very distinctive.   The TVC had also seen a similar but less elaborately 

designed ring earlier in the meeting (2008 T235 from Tendring District, Essex) and had recommended £550 for 

that piece.  Taking all of this into consideration, the TVC recommended £850 for the present finger-ring.  Saffron 

Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

27. Medieval gold finger-ring from Cherry Burton, East Riding of Yorkshire (2008 T490) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1, 000; the TVC examined the ring in light of this, having seen two similar 

examples (2008 T235 from Tendring District, Essex, £550; and 2008 T505 from Uttlesford District, Essex, £850) 

earlier in the meeting.  The finger-ring in question was felt to be a nice piece, and very well engraved, and was 

hampered only by its small size.  The TVC has valued similar rings in the past:  2004 T64 from Claxby, 

Lincolnshire (Treasure Annual Report 2004, fig. 202) was valued at £2,000 but was inscribed both inside the 

band and out.  2005 T91 from (Treasure Annual Report 2005/6, fig. 425) was valued at £3,000 but was much 

bigger (30cm diameter) and sported a double-lined inscription.  Based on the quality of the inscription and the 

enamelling of the ring in question, the Committee felt a slight increase in the suggested value was called for, and 

recommended £1150.  Hull & East Riding Museum hopes to acquire.   



 

28. Medieval gold finger-ring from Acton, Cheshire (2009 T47) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1, 500-£2, 000; the TVC took this into consideration when viewing the finger-

ring, recognising that it has valued rings of this type in the past.  Case 07.19 from Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan 

(Portable Antiquities and Treasure Annual Report 2007, fig. 234), valued at £1500, was felt to offer a good 

comparison, though the overall condition of the ring in question was felt to be slightly below that of the Rhoose 

example.  Another example referred to was 2007 T561 from Beverley area, North Yorkshire (Portable 
Antiquities and Treasure Annual Report 2007, fig. 237) valued at £500.  The TVC also felt that whether the 

stone was an amethyst or garnet, it would command an equivalent value on the market.  The TVC recommended 

£1400.  Grosvenor Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

29. Medieval gold finger-ring from Braintree District, Essex (2008 T238) 
The provisional valuer suggested £2, 000-£3, 000; the TVC examined the ring in light of this, commenting on its 

ornate design and its potential appeal.  It noted that unfortunately the stone had sunk slightly into the setting.  

The TVC compared the ring to others it had valued before, finding that it compared closely to 2002 T257 from 

Wixford, Warwickshire (Treasure Annual Report 2002, fig. 91) valued at £1,500.  The example from Braintree 

District, however, was felt to be of better quality, and the TVC recommended £2,000.  Braintree Museum hopes 

to acquire. 

 

30. Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Broxted area, Essex (2008 T574) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1, 500-£2, 000; the TVC examined the brooch with this in mind and 

commented that it was a splendid example, and suffered only the slightest of flaws in that it was missing one 

leaf.  The TVC had not valued a precisely similar item before, however case MM&E 446, a gold brooch from 

Warwick (Treasure Annual Report 2001, fig. 90), valued at £2500 was felt to have some resemblance.  The 

brooch from Broxted however is much larger and more impressive, albeit being of silver-gilt.  Owing to the very 

good quality of this item the TVC recommended £3000.   Saffron Walden Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

31. Medieval gold figurine from Tendring District, Essex (2008 T581) 
The first provisional valuer suggested £6, 000; the second provisional valuer suggested £10, 000-£15, 000.  The 

TVC took these suggestions under advice when viewing the figurine, commenting that it is a gorgeous item.  The 

comparandum suggested by the provisional valuer was admitted to be similar, but although a much larger size 

was felt not to be as nice as the example from Tendring District.  Owing to the artistic qualities of the object, and 

its  relation to similar examples in silver, the TVC recommended £18,000.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum hopes 

to acquire. 

 

32. Medieval silver-gilt brooch fragment from Elloughton-cum-Brough, East Riding of Yorkshire (2008 

T643) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40-£50; the Finder has submitted comments. The TVC took this into 

consideration when viewing the brooch, thanking the Finder for his letter.  It noted that the comparison cited in 

the curatorial report (2004 T176 from Mildenhall area, Suffolk) valued at £1600 is of much better quality than 

the piece in question; a closer comparison could be drawn with 2002 T49 from Mid Suffolk (unpublished) valued 

at £250.  Owing to its fragmentary nature, the appeal of the piece from Elloughton-cum-Brough is severely 

restricted. It is not wearable, but the presence of a stone was felt, however to demand a slight uplift in the 

suggested value.  The Committee recommended £110. Hull & East Riding Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

33. Medieval gold finger-ring from Tendring District, Essex (2008 T580) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1, 200-£1, 600; the Finder and the Museum submitted comments.   The 

Committee took these into consideration and thanked the parties for their letters.  It noted that the case cited by 

the Finder, 2005 T206 from Dunterton, Devon (Treasure Annual Report 2005-6, fig. 402) was much heavier, a 

factor which distinguished it among medieval finger-rings and justified its higher valuation.  Closer in terms of 

attraction was felt to be 2005 T214 from Bexhill, East Sussex (Treasure Annual Report 2005-6, fig. 407) valued 

at £2000. The TVC had earlier viewed two other more similar gold medieval finger rings, 2009 T47 from Acton, 

Cheshire, and 2008 T490 from Cherry Burton, East Riding of Yorkshire, valued at £1400 and £1150 

respectively.  In relation to those rings, and drawing again on its own expertise, the TVC recommended £1700.  

Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

34. Medieval silver finger-ring from Alveston, South Gloucestershire (2009 T131) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400-£600.  The Finder has submitted comments and the Museum has 

submitted comments; the Finder has submitted further comments regarding the Museum’s comments, and the 

Museum has replied again to these.  The TVC considered the advice and all of the comments submitted as it 

inspected the ring.  It acknowledged that were it possible to prove conclusively that this ring belonged to a 

named individual, its desirability would be heightened.  However, it noted that under the circumstances it is 

impossible to say that this ring has a definite link to William Spencer.  The mark ‘WS’ was not an uncommon 

one, and the TVC questioned whether the monogram read ‘WS’ or ‘WO’, or indeed whether the owner might 

have been a transient visitor to the area rather than a local notable.  The TVC furthermore admitted that the ring 

may indeed have been worn on the thumb, but in any case noted that the large size was more likely due to it 



having been worn over a pair of gloves. 

 

The TVC compared the ring in question to several other merchant’s rings it had valued in the past; 2003 T325 

from Malmesbury, Wiltshire (Treasure Annual Report 2003, fig. 197) valued at £580 was felt to be a similar but 

smaller example; 2004 T7 from Charlton Marshall, Dorset (Treasure Annual Report 2004, fig. 209) valued at 

£700 is closer in size. It pointed out that the prices of the examples supplied by the Finder are retail prices, and 

not market auction prices. The TVC recommended £700. Bristol City Museum wishes to acquire.         

 

35. Medieval gold locket from Newark area, Nottinghamshire (2008 T506) – 4
th

 viewing 
The first provisional valuer suggested £800-£1, 200; the Finder submitted comments.  The TVC requested a 

second valuation (17/06/09).  The second provisional valuer suggested £500; the finder submitted further 

comments and examples with a valuation by at £2,000. The TVC recommended £1, 600 

(12/08/09).  The Finder submitted a challenge; the TVC did not change the valuation of £1, 600 (30/09/09).  The 

Finder submitted a further challenge with two valuations, 1) at £4,000, 2)  Sotheby’s 

at £4, 000-£6, 000.  

 

The TVC took all of the above into consideration again as it viewed the object de novo.  Whilst the lower figures 

supplied by the provisional valuers commissioned by the Committee supported its original recommendations, 

those valuers had supplied little in the way of  hard and direct evidence to justify their suggestions.  Mr 

’s fluctuations in suggested price reduced the weight that the TVC felt able to place on his opinion. 

The TVC further noted that Mr s suggestion was based on his having viewed a photograph, and that he 

had similarly failed to provide comparanda.   

 

In the face of this lack of substantial historical precedents for an object of this type the TVC was minded to rely 

heavily on its own expertise when re-examining this piece and on further research that it carried out in 

preparation of this meeting.  The TVC commented again on the fine nature of this still-working mechanism and 

claimed that as an art object it is both beautiful and of peculiar quality and interest.  On reflection the TVC 

recommended £4000.  Newark Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Post-Medieval artefacts 

 

36. Post-Medieval silver artefact from Long Crendon, Buckinghamshire (2009 T114) 
The provisional valuer suggested £25; the TVC took this into consideration when viewing the object, but 

found it to be underwhelming and recommended £20. Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

37. Post-Medieval silver cufflink element from Colchester area, Essex (2007 T495) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10; the TVC viewed the cufflink in light of this and in agreement with the 

provisional valuer, recommended £10.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

38. Post-Medieval silver button from Dunham on Trent, Nottinghamshire (2008 T775) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10-£15; the TVC viewed the button with this in mind and, in agreement 

with the provisional valuer, recommended £10.  Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

39. Post-Medieval silver button from Stokeham, Nottinghamshire (2008 T776) 
The provisional valuer suggested £30-£40; the TVC examined the button in light of this.  In relation to two 

button seen earlier, the distorted 2007 T495 from Colchester area, Essex, and the fragmentary 2008 T775 from 

Dunham on Trent, Nottinghamshire, both valued at £10, it was felt that the suggested range was accurate.  In 

agreement with the provisional valuer, the TVC recommended £30.  Bassetlaw Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

40. Post-Medieval silver dress fitting from Tendring District, Essex (2008 T236) 
The provisional valuer suggested £30-£40; the TVC viewed the object in light of this and felt that under 

examination a slightly lower value emerged as the more appropriate.  The TVC recommended £20.  Colchester 

& Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

41. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress hook from Tendring District, Essex (2008 T453) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80; the TVC viewed the dress hook in light of this and in agreement with 

the provisional valuer, recommended £80.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

42. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress fitting from Tendring District, Essex (2008 T575) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40;-£60; the TVC took this under advice when studying the object and 

found the existence of a maker’s mark to lend and interest to the piece.  The TVC was therefore minded to 

recommend a value at the top of the suggested range, and in agreement with the provisional valuer, it 

recommended £60.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

43. Post-Medieval silver thimble from Hound, Hampshire (2007 T456) 



The provisional valuer suggested £30; the TVC took this into consideration when viewing the thimble and 

found the suggested value to be slightly low, as complete examples fetch far more and thimbles have a 

specialist appeal on the market.  A comparable example (damaged though complete) was felt to be 2007 T80 

from Levedon, Essex (Portable Antiquities and Treasure Annual Report 2007, fig. 369) valued at £80.  For the 

piece in question, the TVC recommended £50. Hampshire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

44. Post-Medieval silver spoon from Chesterton, Cambridgeshire (2007 T414) 
The provisional valuer proposed a valuation of £50; the TVC examined the object in light of this and although 

it is a fragment, the TVC admitted that it might appeal to spoon collectors.  In agreement with the provisional 

valuer, the TVC recommended £50.   Peterborough Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

45. Post-Medieval silver pin from Tendring District, Essex (2009 T215) 
The provisional valuer suggested £80-£120; the TVC considered the pin in light of this, acknowledging the 

bent nature of the pin but professing that all such examples are so bent because that is how they were worn.  As 

similar pins have been seen offered at £100 in Jury Hotel Coin Fair [seen there by Committee member Peter 

Clayton] the suggested range was felt to accurate.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the TVC 

recommended £100.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

46. Post-Medieval silver deal die from Narborough, Leicestershire (2008 T268) 
The provisional valuer suggested £250; the Finder has submitted comments and included a letter from  

  The TVC considered the case before it and was convinced that the objections about the dating of 

the seal were legitimate, and that it did indeed appear to be a medieval rather than post-medieval object.  In 

light of this the TVC felt compelled to seek a second valuation from a known authority in seal matrices.  It 

asked the Secretariat to engage to provide a suggested value, which it hopes to study at 

the next meeting.  Leicestershire Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

47. Post-Medieval silver seal die from North Petherton, Somerset (2008 T669)- 2
nd

 viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £130; the TVC recommended £130.  The Finder has submitted a challenge.   

The TVC considered the seal die again and thanked the Finder for his letter.   In response to the Finder’s 

questioning of the comparison of case 2004 T302 from Bicknacre, Essex (Treasure Annual Report 2004, fig 

324) valued at £125, the TVC pointed out that in fact the Bicknacre example does have a complete top.  It also 

cited evidence from a recent Woolley and Wallis silver sale of 31 October 2007 (see 

http://www.woolleyandwallis.co.uk/cataloguepast.aspx?SaleID=123) where lot 748 (one seal matrix) sold for 

£70, lot 749 (one seal matrix) sold for £90, and lot 750 (8 seal matrices) sold for £380.  All we felt to be 

roughly equivalent to the piece in question.  The TVC was minded to confirm its recommendation of £130.  

Somerset County Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

 

Item 5: Coins 

 

Iron Age coins 

 

48. Iron Age coins (840) from Dallinghoo, Suffolk (2008 T226) 

The first provisional valuer suggested £280, 000-£320, 000; the second provisional valuer suggested £229, 

435.  There is a dispute regarding the finders.  Included was an extract from the coroner’s inquest with 

statements from both finders  and   has been named as the finder 

of the hoard;  believed he should also be considered a finder.   provided an independent 

signed statement written before the inquest and one sent through his solicitor after the inquest.  made 

comments regarding this submission.  One of the Landowners also submitted comments.  Committee member 

Trevor Austin was also approached by the two gentlemen who gave him their respective version of events. 

 

The TVC first considered that it must be clear as to whom it should regard as a finder in this case before it 

recommended a value for the coins.  It considered all of the evidence submitted by the interested parties and 

the submitted portion of the transcript of the coroner’s inquest.  In particular it was concerned that the coroner 

named as ‘the initial finder’ on the verdict sheet but did not officially list   In that 

circumstance the TVC felt that it needed advice as to whether it could recommend a reward to someone not 

officially identified as a Finder, Landowner, or Occupier by the Coroner.  In thus referring the matter, the TVC 

noted that  appeared to have taken original possession of at least several of the coins with the consent 

of  and that  did not appear to contest the fact of ’s having taken such possession.   

 
 

 

   

 

 

http://www.woolleyandwallis.co.uk/cataloguepast.aspx?SaleID=123


 

 

TVC will where appropriate invite the Secretariat to write the interested parties 

and request any further information that it may require in order that at the next meeting, 26 February 2010, the 

TVC may recommend a value.   

 

Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

Roman coins 

 

49. Roman coin hoard (5) from North Dalton, East Riding of Yorkshire (2009 T164) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-£350; the TVC considered the hoard in light of this and found that the 

coins were in a slightly better condition than accounted for, and that there is a particularly fine coin of Nerva 

present in the group.  The TVC therefore recommended £390.  East Riding Museum Service hopes to acquire. 

 

50. Roman coin hoard from Saxmundham area, Suffolk (2008 T696) 
The provisional valuer suggested £800-£1, 000; the TVC considered the coins with this in mind and was 

impressed with the very fine condition of the Milan solidus and felt that its value should be £550 rather than 

the £500 suggested.  The remaining sum was made up by the siliqua and the TVC recommended £650 for 

those.  The TVC therefore recommended a total of £1100. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to 

acquire. 

 

51. Roman coin hoard (16) from Hambrook, South Gloucestershire (2008 T647) 
The provisional valuer suggested £35-£45; the TVC viewed the coins in light of this and in agreement with the 

provisional valuer, recommended £40.  Bristol City Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

52. Roman coin hoard from Swindon area, Wiltshire (2008 T594) 
The provisional valuer suggested £400-£425; the TVC examined the hoard with this in mind and found the 

coins to be in very good condition, and felt that a slight rise in the suggested value was in order.  It 

recommended £500.  Wiltshire Heritage Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

53. Roman gold solidi (8) from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (2008 T145) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4, 200-£5, 200; the TVC took this under advice when viewing the coins.  It 

commented that, aside from the two bent coins, the others were in superb condition and so felt comfortable to 

agree to the higher end of the suggested range. The TVC recommended £5200.  Colchester & Ipswich Museum 

Service hopes to acquire. 

 

54. Roman silver coin hoard (62) from Stanton area, Derbyshire (2007 T570)- NB the British Museum is 
only acquiring 2 coins)- 3

rd
 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £230-£280; the second provisional valuer suggested £120.  The Finders 

had earlier submitted comments with regard to a valuation of the entire hoard.  The TVC viewed the two coins 

in light of this, noting that it had previously valued the entire hoard at £550 (29/10/08) and that these two coins 

represented a large portion of the value therein.  Moreover, the coin from the London Mint was felt to be the 

more desirable of the two, but its attraction was also felt to be limited somewhat by the difficulty in seeing its 

biggest attribute, the London mint mark.  The TVC was minded to recommend £40 for the coin from Trier, and 

£140 for the coin from London, for a total of £180.   The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

55. Roman coin hoard (28) and copper alloy fragments (2007 T201) from Barbridge, Cheshire  
The first provisional valuer suggested £300, including coins and copper alloy fragments; the second 

provisional valuer suggested £100-£120 for the coins alone.  This case was deferred from the Agenda as the 

copper-alloy fragments were unable to be made available on the day.  The TVC will consider the coins and 

fragment together at its next meeting.  Nantwich Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

Item 6: Norfolk Cases [Tim Pestell left the room] 
 

56. Late Saxon silver finger-ring from Swaffham area, Norfolk (2009 T101) 
The provisional valuer suggested £40-£50; the TVC examined the ring in light of this and in agreement with the 

provisional valuer, recommended £40.  The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

 

57. Anglo-Saxon silver-gilt disc brooch fragment from Aldborough area, Norfolk (2008 T611)- 2
nd

 

viewing-  

Richard Falkiner valued this item at £100; The TVC recommended £100 (17/06/09).  Subsequent to the 

meeting, it was revealed that the complementary fragment of the brooch mentioned in the provisional 



valuation (2002 T31) was valued at £600 by the TVC.  The TVC requested to see this object again and 

consider this new evidence; it did so and recommended £400 (30/09/09).  The Finder has submitted a 

challenge.  

This case was deferred from the agenda in order to allow the Finder more time to provide supporting evidence 

for her challenge.  The British Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

58. Early Medieval silver-gilt knob from Hunstanton, Norfolk (2009 T53) 

The first provisional valuer suggested £700-£800; the TVC recommended £700 (17/06/09).  The Museum 

submitted a challenge; the TVC requested a second valuation (12/08/09).  The second provisional valuer 

suggested £120.  The Finder submitted comments regarding the second provisional valuation.  The TVC 

considered this material as it viewed the knob again, agreeing that the second valuation was lower than it 

anticipated the value to be.  The comparandum from TimeLine Originals provided by the Finder, however, was 

noted to be offered at a retail price (not a market value) and it is slightly larger and of better quality.  The piece 

from TimeLine was also marketed as ‘Rare Irish Viking’ and the TVC felt this attributed certain emotive 

qualities to it.   In light of all this, the Committee recommended a proportionate downward adjustment in value, 

and recommended £500. 

 

59. Post-Medieval silver sheet knife cap end from Postwick, Norfolk (2009 T166) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25; the Finder has submitted comments. The TVC considered the knife cap 

end in light of this and thanked the Finder for his letter. It conceded that a collector of militaria may regard the 

piece with a certain amount of interest and that the suggested value was slightly low.  The TVC therefore 

recommended £40. Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

60. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress hook from Blakenham area, Norfolk (2008 T613)- 3
rd

 viewing 
The provisional valuer suggested £50; the TVC recommended £80.  The Finder submitted a challenge and the 

TVC recommended £120 (12/08/09).  The Finder has submitted a further challenge, and the Museum responded 

to this challenge.  The TVC considered the dress hook again in light of this.  It cited a recent similar example, 

case 2007 T211 (Portable Antiquities and Treasure Annual Report 2007, fig.) valued at £100.  The examples 

mentioned by the Finder were seen to be less relevant.  For instance, from the Treasure Annual Report 2005-6, 

the Finder listed a series of items, many of which (e.g. figs. 650, 651, 652, 653) were of a different type from the 

piece under discussion.   The TVC therefore found nothing to cause it to amend its recent recommendation, and 

confirmed at £120.   Norwich Castle hopes to acquire. 

 

[Tim Pestell re-entered the room] 

 
Item 7: Any other business 
 

Upcoming meeting dates: The TVC set the following dates for its meetings in the next calendar year: 

 

26 February (Friday)  

14 April (Wednesday) 

9  June (Wednesday) 

12 August (Thursday)   

1 October (Friday) 

26 November (Friday) 
 

 

Future Annual Reports: The Parliamentary Journal Office has informed the Secretariat that the current 

combination within the annual report of both the Portable Antiquities Report and the Treasure Annual Report 

2007, is inoperable, in that there is a specific requirement to lay the annual Treasure Report before Parliament, 

but no such requirement for the annual Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) Report.  As such the Office advised 

the Secretariat to produce two separate documents in the future. The DCMS is in contact with the Office and 

hopes that a modification of the title or presentation of the report will allow for future joint publication.  All 

considered that the current joint publication and presentation of the reports is the most efficient and desirable 

approach. The TVC considered whether would it help to have the TVC adopt the PAS portion of the report as an 

official appendix to its work, but will wait until further clarification is received from the Parliamentary Journal 

Office.   

 

New valuer for seal matrices: John Cherry recommended approaching Richard Linenthal, FSA, to act as an 

expert valuer for seal matrices.  The Committee agreed that this was a sound recommendation and asked that he 
be added to the pool of valuers and consulted where appropriate. 

 

 
 

Date of Next Meeting:  26 February 2010, 11:00am. Hartwell Room, The British Museum 




