
Minutes from the meeting of the Treasure Valuation Committee, 24
th

 April, 2009 

 

The meeting was held in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum on Friday 24
th
 April February 2009 at 

11am. 

 

Committee   Other    Apologies 
Norman Palmer (chair)  Caroline Barton (BM)     

Trevor Austin    Roger Bland (BM) 

Ian Carradice   Janina Parol (BM) 

John Cherry   Ian Richardson (BM) 

Peter Clayton   Helen Loughlin (DCMS)  

Jack Ogden     

Tim Pestell    

May Sinclair    

 

 

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Friday 27
th

 February 2009 

 

Corrections were submitted by the chairman and the minutes were passed as a true record. 

 

With regard to Item 1 of those minutes, the Committee sought clarification from the DCMS [amended IR 

18/1/13] in respect to their position that there is no limit to the number of times a case can be put before the 

TVC for its consideration.  Specifically, the TVC wished to know whether DCMS’ [amended IR 18/1/13] 

advice would apply even where the information that a party sought to adduce before TVC had been available 

to that party at an earlier date, and could reasonably have been presented earlier?   

 

The Committee recognised the paramount need to extend a fair hearing to parties but observed that an open-

ended right of resort to TVC could delay the timely despatch of business where TVC had already made a 

recommendation (or more than one recommendation) on material currently before it.  The Chairman 

identified other possible adverse effects:  

 

that a party might be less diligent in assembling its arguments than if some cut-off principle were 

known to operate,  

 

that a party might even hold material ‘in reserve’ in order to retain some ground to contest an 

uncongenial recommendation and so prolong the process, and  

 

that a party who was content with a recommendation might complain that TVC was allowing 

another party to protract the process and delay the distribution of the reward or the reception of the 

object into the public domain. 

  

DCMS agreed to consider the matter [amended IR 18/1/13].  Pending and subject to that, the Committee was 

content that the Secretariat shall decide in consultation with TVC before meetings whether new material 

information has been provided and whether the particular case should on that ground go before the TVC 

again. 

 

The Committee noted that clear guidance on this aspect of the valuation process would be most welcome in 

the anticipated revision of the Treasure Act Code of Practice.     

 

Item 2: Objects 

 

Prehistoric artefacts 

 

1. Bronze Age gold biconical bead & gold wire from Burton, Wales (07.13) 

The provisional valuer suggested £130-£150; the Committee examined the objects in light of this and felt that 

the range suggested accurately reflected the value of the items.  Agreeing with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £145. 

 

2. Late Bronze Age hoard from Llancarfan, Vale of Glamorgan (08.07) 

The provisional valuer suggested £280-£300; the Committee viewed the axes in light of this and felt that the 

higher figure was an accurate value for these items.  Agreeing with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £300. 

 

3. Middle Bronze Age hoard from Shorwell, Isle of Wight (2008 T455) 



The provisional valuer suggested £50-£100; the Committee inspected the objects in light of this.  Noting that 

the poor condition was somewhat ameliorated by the interest of the two recognizable axes, the Committee 

was minded to recommend a slightly higher figure.  It suggested £105. 

 

 

Roman artefacts 

 

4. Roman gold finger-ring from Aldborough area, North Yorkshire (2007 T335) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300; the Committee took this into consideration when viewing the object.  

Agreeing with the provisional valuer, it recommended £300.   

 

5. Roman silver bracelet from Langstone, Newport (08.02) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500; the Committee took this into consideration when inspecting the 

bracelet.  It was felt that although the silver had crystallized quite a bit, it was still an attractive piece of a 

unique type, and therefore the suggested figure was justified.  Agreeing with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £500.  

 

 

Viking artefacts 

 

6. Viking gold finger-ring from Weston Colville, Cambridgeshire (2008 T141) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2, 000-£2, 200; the finder submitted comments.  The Committee examined 

the ring in light of these and given the lack of precise market parallels for rings of this style, decided to seek a 

second provisional valuation.  The Committee furthermore felt it would be beneficial to consider this ring 

again at the next meeting, when it anticipates seeing another Viking gold ring (2008 T147).  

 

 

Anglo-Saxon artefacts 
 

7. Anglo-Saxon silver-gilt dress fastener from Farnborough, Greater London (2006 T330) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250; the Committee considered the dress fastener in light of this, 

commenting that this figure was reasonable given the object’s good, heavy gilding.  Agreeing with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £250. 

 

8. Anglo-Saxon gold pendant from South East Suffolk (2008 T409) 

The provisional valuer suggested £550-£600; the Committee took this under advice when viewing the object.  

It was felt that this was a fairly accurate range for the pendant, and agreeing with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £550. 

 

 

Early-Medieval artefacts 

 

9. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from South Clandon, Surrey (2008 T495) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25; the Committee viewed the object in light of this and finding itself in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, suggested £25. 

 

10. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from Denton, Kent (2007 T578) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40; the Committee took this under consideration when inspecting the 

object and in agreement with the provisional valuer, suggested £40. 

 

11. Early Medieval silver strap end from Weston Colville, Cambridgeshire (2007 T536) 

The provisional valuer suggested £85-£90; the finder submitted comments.  The Committee took these under 

advice when viewing the object and thanked the finder for his letter.  It agreed that the strap end sported a 

nice, attractive design.  Noting that complete objects of this type are available from sources such as TimeLine 

Originals for £325, the Committee felt that a slightly higher than suggested value was appropriate.  It 

recommended £120. 

 

12. Early Medieval assemblage from North Yorkshire area (2007 T186) 

The provisional valuer suggested £175; the Committee viewed the finds in light of this.  It was felt that a 

higher figure would better maintain a consistency between the silver objects here and those ingots which have 

gone through the Treasure process before.  It was also agreed that item #72 from the report, a silver fragment 

of Late Saxon finger-ring, demanded some interest of its own, and not simply because it was offered with this 

large assemblage.  The Committee therefore recommended £275.   

 



13. Early Medieval gold setting with cloisonné from Chelmsford, Essex (2007 T149)- 2
nd

 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £60; The TVC requested a second provisional valuation (27/02/09).  

The second provisional valuer suggested £400; the museum submitted comments.  The Committee took these 

all under consideration when viewing the object.  It felt that the second valuation was slightly high, but closer 

to the Committee’s original feeling as to the worth of this object.  It recommended £375. 

 

 

14. Early Medieval silver hooked tag from West Suffolk (2007 T527)- 3
rd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £75; the TVC recommended £40 (13/02/08).  The Finder submitted a 

challenge; the TVC did not change its recommendation of £40 (6/01/09).  The Finder has submitted a further 

challenge.  The Committee examined the finder’s submission and the object again, and it felt that the 

comparanda provided by the Finder were more decorative and larger than the piece under consideration.  The 

Committee considered that its original recommended value was commensurate with similar hooked tags it had 

seen earlier in the day, and was therefore still accurate.  Finding nothing to cause it to change its 

recommendation, the Committee again recommended £40.     

 

 

Medieval artefacts 

 

15. Medieval silver dress hook from Kingsbridge, Devon (2006 T646) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; the Committee viewed the object in light of this, and finding the 

suggestion reasonable, the Committee recommended £100. 

 

16. Medieval silver finger-ring from Coberley, Gloucestershire (2007 T517) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; the Committee inspected the finger-ring in light of this and, agreeing 

with the provisional valuer, recommended £100. 

 

17. Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Hook, Hampshire (2008 T181) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60; the Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and agreed that this 

was a reasonable figure.  Agreeing with the provisional valuer, it recommended £60. 

 

18. Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Bolton, East Riding of Yorkshire (2008 T207) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60; the Committee examined the brooch in light of this and was content 

that this figure was a reasonable value. Agreeing with the provisional valuer, it recommended £60. 

 

19. Medieval silver buckle from Hambledon, Buckinghamshire (2008 T433)  
The provisional valuer suggested £20-£30; the Committee took this into consideration when viewing the 

object and found this to be an accurate value.  Agreeing with the provisional valuer, it recommended £20. 

 

20. Medieval gold finger-ring from Harlaston. Staffordshire (2007 T628) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1, 000; the Committee considered the ring in light of this, commenting on 

its nice appearance and engraving.  It felt that a higher figure would more accurately reflect this rings value in 

relation to similar objects, and it recommended £1, 250. 

 

21. Medieval gold finger-ring from Beverley area, East Riding of Yorkshire (2007 T561)- 2
nd

 viewing  

The provisional valuer suggested £600; the TVC recommended £500 (27/02/09).  The Finder has submitted a 

challenge; the Committee examined the finger-ring again in light of this.  It thanked the Finder for his 

submission but saw nothing in it to cause the Committee to amend its earlier recommendation.  In order to 

clarify its position, the Committee noted out that its recommendation of £500 is based on the ring being very 

small and lightweight, with a minute, cracked emerald.  The examples referred to in Benet’s Artefacts of 

England and the United Kingdom by the Finder are of a finer quality.  The Committee also pointed out that 

the time elapsed since the reporting of the finger-ring to the coroner reflects the entirety of the Treasure 

process (transportation, report-writing, confirmation of museum interest, coroner’s inquest, valuation) and 

that the Committee has not indeed spent that time deciding an estimate of its value.    

 

 

Post-Medieval artefacts 

 

22. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress hook from Wentlodge, Monmouthshire (07.22) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-£40; the Finder submitted comments.  The Committee viewed the 

object in light of this and found this to be a pleasant example of a dress hook.  The presence of a maker’s 

mark added interest and importance to the piece and therefore the Committee recommended £120. 

 

23. Post-Medieval silver-gilt hooked tag from Goring by Sea area, West Sussex (2008 T203) 



The provisional valuer suggested £80; the Committee considered the object in light of this and having seen 

similar examples recently felt that this figure was accurate.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £80. 

 

24. Post-Medieval silver dress fitting from Cliffe area, Kent (2008 T513) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150; the Committee took this into consideration when viewing the object.  

It felt that the provisional valuation placed undue emphasis on the dress fitting’s resemblance to a similar 

coin, and that the market for coins is different from that of objects.  The portrait of the fitting does contribute 

to its interest, but unfortunately the piece is fragmentary.  Similar period dress fittings, in copper alloy, are 

offered through TimeLine Originals eBay website for £20.00 - £30.00.  TimeLine also offers a complete 

silver fitting of the same period but different style for £95.00.  The Committee therefore recommended £110 

for this item.    

 

25. Post-Medieval silver-gilt buckle fragment from Penrith area, Cumbria (2008 T84) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20; the Finder submitted comments.  The Committee took these into under 

advice when viewing the object.  In answer to the Finder’s concern that the object was perhaps Early 

Medieval in date, the Committee was convinced that the object had been properly identified as a Post-

medieval buckle fragment.  It mentioned that the slight bit of fabric attached to the buckle contributed to its 

interest and that the suggested value was slightly low.  Therefore the Committee recommended £40.   

 

26. Post-Medieval silver seal die from Middleton, Warwickshire (2008 T5)  

The provisional valuer suggested £40; the Committee examined the seal die in light of this and whilst noting 

that it was broken and very worn, also was of the opinion that the association of a traceable name with the 

object made it slightly more dear.  The Committee therefore recommended £60. 

 

Item 3: Coins 
 

Iron Age coins 

 

27. Iron Age gold staters (4) & gold pellet from Saxilby area, Lincs (2007 T602) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5, 500- £6, 500; the Committee examined the coins in light of this and 

found the provisional valuation to be well-argued.  It felt that the good condition of the coins warranted the 

higher figure suggested for each.  Therefore the Committee recommended the following breakdown: 

 

1. British H, 6.15g -             £1, 000 

2. British H, 5.87g -             £650 

3. British I variety, 6.24g -  £3, 500 

4. British I variety, 6.21g -  £1, 200 

5. Gold pellet, 5.22g -         £150 

                              ------------------ 

Total                                     £6, 500 

 

 

 

28. Iron Age coin hoard (26) from South of Winslow area, Buckinghamshire (2008 T570) 

The provisional valuer suggested £12, 000-£13, 000; the Committee examined the coins in light of this, and 

found that the estimate contained good recent information.  The recent demand for Celtic coins moved the 

Committee to recommend the figure at the top of this range, £13, 000.   

 

Roman coins  

 

29. Roman coin hoard (243) from Newton Abbott, Devon (2007 T209) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-£150; the Committee viewed the coins in light of this and noted that 

this range was accurate given their condition.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee 

recommended £125. 

 

30. Roman coin hoard (1470) from Milton Keynes area, Buckinghamshire (2006 T631)- 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £29, 100; The TVC requested additional information regarding the valuation 

(27/02/09).  The provisional valuer provided said information; the Committee inspected the coins again in 

light of this and was of the opinion that the figures assigned to ‘Chi-Rho’ coins and those of the ‘Poeminius 

Revolt’ were perhaps lower than to be expected.  The Committee therefore felt that diligence required it to 

seek a second provisional valuation for these coins.   

 

31. Roman silver coins (49) & 1 copper alloy brooch fragment from Ugthorpe, North Yorks (2007 T416) 



The provisional valuer of the coins suggested £500-£700; the provisional valuer of the brooch suggested £25.  

The Finder & Landowner have jointly submitted comments; the Committee viewed the coins in light of these.  

It noted that the valuation submitted by the Finder and Landowner suggests a retail price, and pointed out that 

the ex gratia reward is in fact equivalent to the hammer price.  The Committee felt that the range suggested 

was accurate given the condition of these coins, and finding itself in agreement with the provisional valuer, 

recommended £600. 

 

It agreed with the provisional valuer of the brooch that it was only of nominal value, and therefore could only 

recommend £10 for it. 

 

 

Medieval coins 

 

32. Medieval silver pennies (39) from Haughton, Nottinghamshire (2008 T28) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350-£450; the Committee considered the coins in light of this and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £400. 

 

33. Medieval silver coin hoard from Baschurch, Shropshire (2007 T545)  

The provisional valuer suggested £15, 000-£20, 000; The Finder & Landowner jointly submitted comments.  

The Committee examined the coin hoard in light of these.  It thanked both parties for their submissions and 

pointed out that values of coins such as these are well-documented, are less reliant on their historic 

background and moreso on other factors, including rarity.  The fact that these coins add significantly to the 

number of known examples of that mint does not therefore increase their value.  The Committee found the 

provisional valuation to be well-argued and the figure to be reasonable.  Agreeing with the provisional 

valuation, the Committee recommended £17,500.   

 

 

Post-Medieval coins 

 

34. Post-Medieval James I shilling from Rutland area, Rutland (2007 T240) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20-£25; the Committee took this into consideration when viewing the coin, 

and finding itself in agreement, recommended £20. 

 

35. Post-Medieval silver coins (8) from Ambleside, Cumbria (2007 T722) 

The provisional valuer suggested £180-£220; the Committee took this under advice when examining the 

coins.  It found the suggested figure to be accurate and in agreement with the provisional valuer, 

recommended £200. 

 

36. Elizabethan coin hoard (11) from Preston area, Lancashire (2007 T241) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400-£500; the Committee inspected the coin hoard in light of this and felt 

that that valuation was well-argued.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended 

£450. 

 

 

Item 4: Norfolk Cases 

 

[Dr Pestell left the room] 

 

37. Roman gold brooch from Gunthorpe, Norfolk (2007 T236)- 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £750; The TVC recommended £550 (27/02/09).  The Finder submitted a 

challenge, and the Landowner verbally expressed his agreement with the Finder.  The Committee took these 

under advice when viewing the object again.  It maintained that the condition of the brooch detracted from its 

desirability, but after further research and taking note of the submission by the Finder and Landowner, 

acknowledged that the rarity of the object in this context (the UK) made up for this.  It therefore 

recommended £750.   

 

With respect to the Finder’s letter, the Committee pointed out that if the Finder is aware of criminal activity 

(finds of potential Treasure going unreported) this should be reported to the authorities.   

 

38. Anglo-Saxon silver-gilt mount from East Walton, Norfolk (2008 T693) 

The provisional valuer suggested £480-£500; the Finder, Landowner and Museum submitted comments.  The 

Committee took these under advice when examining the mount.  It emphasised that finders should be 

discouraged from cleaning or tampering with objects, and so sought to make clear to all parties that with 

respect to the provisional valuer’s comment ‘were it to be cleaned, it would no doubt carry a higher 



valuation’, that when recommending a value the Committee does take into consideration the condition an 

object or coin would be in after cleaning.  After deliberation the Committee decided in this case that diligence 

required it to seek a second provisional valuation before recommending a value.   

 

39. Anglo-Saxon gold sword scabbard boss from Griston, Norfolk (2008 T634) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2, 000; the Finder submitted comments.  The Committee viewed the 

scabbard boss in light of this and commented on the exceptional craftsmanship demonstrated by this piece.  

The fold behind the garnets, and the curvature of these stones made for further interest, as did the stylistic 

parallel to items found at Sutton Hoo.   

 

In addressing the points raised in the Finder’s letter, the Committee noted that it had taken into consideration 

the Finder’s experience, the ‘excitement’ of Dr Pestell, and the rarity and connection of the style with that of 

Sutton Hoo.  It pointed out that the damage to this case is of a different nature from that of the Ringlemere 

Cup; the Cup was crushed but whole and could be straightened, whereas this piece is not wholly repairable.  It 

also stated the provisional valuation was provided by one of the most experienced experts in the country, and 

the likeliest person to be aware of the value of such items.  Nevertheless, it recognised that in such cases it is 

useful to have a second professional opinion to consider.  The Committee therefore requested a second 

provisional valuation of the scabbard boss.   

 

40. Medieval silver brooch from Snetterton, Norfolk (2008 T479) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-£120; the Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and felt that 

although fragmentary it possessed a certain touch of class that made it slightly more valuable.  It therefore 

recommended £130. 

 

41. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress hook from Blakeney area, Norfolk (2008 T613) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50; the Committee examined the dress hook in light of this.  Having seen 

very similar object before it at this meeting, Treasure case 2008 T203 from Goring by Sea, the Committee 

was minded to recommend that same value for this item.  It therefore recommended £80.   

 

42. Post-Medieval silver incomplete hawking vervel from Wersham, Norfolk (2008 T692) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500; the Committee inspected the vervel in light of this.  It felt that the 

valuation cited comparanda which were more elaborate and possessed inscriptions that could be associated 

with named families.  This vervel was fragmentary in nature, and lacking in distinction.  Given these factors, 

and in the absence of any palpable association with a person or place, and the increasing frequency with 

which vervels appear on the market, the Committee recommended £375. 

 

43. Late Saxon silver pennies (5) from Wymondham, Norfolk (2007 T685) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-£500; The Museum submitted comments. The Committee took these 

under advice when viewing the pennies, and found that the letter from the museum made strong arguments.  It 

felt that more weight had to be given to the poor condition of the coins, however, the Committee noted that 

the coin at the top of the stack was a good example.  It therefore felt inclined to stay within the lower range of 

the suggested value, and recommended £300. 

 

 

Item 5: AOB 

 

Helen Loughlin briefed the TVC on the status of the search for a third provisional valuer for the Ringlemere 

Claw Beaker (Treasure Case) The international valuer felt unable to perform the valuation and suggested one 

of his colleagues in London, who in fact is a member of the normal pool of experts consulted by the 

Committee.  This expert had previously been asked to value the beaker, but has been unable at the time.  The 

Committee agreed to request the valuation from this expert again, with the proviso that the expert be informed 

that ‘Given the prior involvement of other valuers with this item, we would be grateful for a completely 

independent valuation from you.’ 

 

Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday, 17 June 2009, 11:00am. Hartwell Room, The British Museum 


