
Minutes of the Treasure Valuation Committee 

Hartwell Room, British Museum, Wednesday 13th February 2008, 11am 

 

Present: 
 

Committee   Other    Apologies 
Jack Ogden (chair)  Caroline Barton (BM)  John Cherry 

May Sinclair   Roger Bland (BM) Norman Palmer  

Peter Clayton   Caroline Lyons (BM) Tim Pestell 

Ian Carradice    Ian Richardson (BM) 

Norman Palmer    Paul Maley(DCMS) 

(on phone for first item)  Stephen Hodgson (DCMS) 

     Trevor Austin (expert adviser) 

 

 

Item 1: Welcome of New Committee member 
  The Committee welcomed Ian Carradice to the Committee. 

Item 2: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday 12th December 2007 

The minutes were passed as a true record. 

Item 3: Minutes of extraordinary meeting of  21st December 2007 

The minutes were passed as a true record. 

 

Item 4: Objects 

 

Prehistoric artefacts 

 
1 Bronze Age biconical gold pendant from Chichester area, West Sussex (2006 T263)- 3

rd
 viewing 

The Committee’s first provisional valuer suggested £400; the Committee initially recommended 

£400.  In light of the finder’s submission of private valuations by (£2,000-£2,500) 

and (£1000) the Committee had requested a second valuation.  The subsequent 

second provisional valuer suggested £3000.  The Committee took into account the finder’s 

valuations as well as the second provisional valuation.  The two higher valuations were felt to be 

closer to potential retail value rather than market value but the Committee agreed that in light of 

the further valuations their initial valuation of £400 was too low and recommended £1500. 

 

Iron Age Artefacts 

 

2 *Iron Age metalwork hoard from Attleborough area, Norfolk (2007 T589) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25; the Committee felt the provisional valuation was too low 

and recommended £50.  The Committee noted the provisional valuer’s comments regarding the 

items status as Treasure, and replies that the find was officially declared Treasure by the coroner 

and the Committee is content with its status as Treasure. 

 

3 Iron Age electrum torc terminal from Kings Lynn area, Norfolk (2007 T104) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600; the Committee took into account the finder’s submission 

and agrees that the provisional valuation is too low considering the Committee’s previous 

valuation of the other matching torc terminal.   The original torc terminal was in better condition 

than this terminal, with this example being fused through upon original manufacture.  The 

Committee recommended £2,200. 

 

Viking Age Artefacts 

 

4 Viking gold ring from Maunby, North Yorkshire (2007 T19) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4,000; the Committee took into account the finder’s comments 

and commended the finder’s resubmission of this item.  The Committee agree with the finder that 

comparable pieces are difficult to find but as Viking gold of wearable condition the Committee, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £4,000. 

 

Early Medieval artefacts 



 

5 *Anglo-Saxon silver-gilt dress fitting from Tarrant Hinton, Dorset (2006 T262) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-£180; the Committee inspected the find in light of this 

and, agreeing with the valuer, recommended £180. 

 

6 *Anglo-Saxon silver sword pyramid from North Hertfordshire (2007 T25) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and felt 

it was too low especially when comparing the item to a similar, more intact, example from Niton  

and Whitwell, Isle of Wight (2005 T561; £750).  This item does have a fixing missing and so the 

Committee recommended £600. 
 

7 *Early-Medieval silver anstate brooch from North Tuddenham, Norfolk (2007 T464) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £80. 
 

8 *Early-Medieval silver hooked tag from West Suffolk (2007 T527) 

The provisional valuer suggested £75; the Committee felt this was too high when compared to a 

similar, but fragmented, example from East Hertfordshire Area (2007 T200; £10).  Hooked tags 

of this type are very common and undecorated examples, such as this, are not considered 

collectable; as such the Committee recommended £40. 

 

Medieval Artefacts 

 

9 *Medieval silver brooch from Hurstbourne Priors, Hampshire (2007 T166) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; the Committee felt this was too high, as the brooch is of 

a common type, and recommended £80. 

 

10 *Medieval gold finger-ring from Newport area, Isle of Wight (2007 T460) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and 

compared it to a similar example from Condover, Shropshire(2004 T495; £400) The Committee, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £400. 

 

11 Medieval silver pendant from Stapleton, North Yorkshire (2007 T70) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,500; the Committee requested that a second valuation be 

commissioned. 

 

12 Medieval gold finger-ring from Aldborough, North Yorkshire (2007 T37) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,200- £1,500; the ring is hollow rather than solid but has a 

nice presentation and as such the Committee, agreeing with the valuer, recommended £1,500. 

 

13 Medieval gold finger-ring from Diss area, Suffolk (2007 T232) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,800.  The Committee requested analysis and curatorial input 

on this ring and further comments concerning the findspot to be requested from the finds liaison 

officer. 

 

14 Medieval gold finger-ring from Diss area, Suffolk (2007 T233) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000.  The Committee requested curatorial input on this ring 

and further comments concerning the findspot to be requested from the finds liaison officer. 

 

15 Medieval gold finger-ring from Diss area, Suffolk (2007 T234) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000.  The Committee requested analysis and curatorial input 

on this ring and further comments concerning the findspot to be requested from the finds liaison 

officer. 

 

16 Medieval silver finger-ring from Finchingfield, Essex (2007 T137) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £250; The Committee originally recommended £200.  The 

finder’s subsequent comments were taken into account but the examples quoted were not felt to 

be comparable as they are different types of ring.  Although the parallels submitted by the finder 



were not precise the Committee did reconsider their original valuation and taking in to account a 

similar example from Lache, Cheshire (2005 T526; £300) and recommended £250. 

 

Post-medieval artefacts 

 

17 *Post-Medieval silver forger’s hoard from Stockbridge, South Yorkshire (2006 T298) 

The provisional valuer suggested £65; the Committee commented that the hoard is academically 

interesting but would not raise interest as a sale item.  The Committee, agreeing with the valuer, 

recommended £65. 

 

18 *Post-Medieval gold mourning ring from Buttercambe with Bossal, North Yorkshire 

(2007 T116) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-£280; the Committee compared this item with a similar 

example from Driffield, East Riding of Yorkshire (2005 T379; £300) and commented that if the 

skull was of better design it would enhance the quality of the ring.  The Committee, agreeing 

with the valuer, recommended £280. 

 

19 *Post-Medieval gold posy ring from Buckingham, Buckinghamshire (2007 T436) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £150. 

 

20 Post-Medieval silver hawking vervel from Dalton, North Yorkshire (2006 T590) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

comparing it to a similar example from Emneth, Norfolk (2007 T305; £600), agreed with the 

valuer, recommending £500. 

 
21 Post-Medieval silver finger-ring from St. Brides Wentloodge, Monmouthshire (06.9) – 2

nd
 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; The Committee have taken into account the recent breaks 

in the ring and as such valued the item as if it was in one, fragile, piece.  The ring would have 

been unwearable and the Committee recommended £150. 

 

22 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Lavenham, Suffolk (2006 T639) – 2nd viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £4,000; the second provisional valuer suggested £2,500 (in 

present condition). The Committee took into account the finder’s comments and felt that the 

Heraldic design on the ring is desirable and overall the ring is an interesting piece.  The 

Committee recommended £2,800. 

 

23 Post-Medieval gold pendant from South West Essex (2006 T582) – 6th viewing  

The first provisional valuer suggested £1,000-£1,500, the second provisional valuer suggested 

£20,000; the third provisional valuer suggested £9000.  The Committee recommended £10,000; 

The Finder submitted a private valuation from of £12,000-£15,000; the Committee 

did not change their recommendation of £10,000. The Committee took into account the finder’s 

letter but see no further reason to alter their valuation.  The finder did not provide any further 

information since the last meeting and as such if no further information is to be put before the 

Committee then any further submissions should be addressed in the form of an appeal to the 

Minister at the DCMS. 
 

Item 5: Coins 

 

Roman coins 
 

24 Roman coin hoard (15) and silver-gilt brooch from Doncaster area, South Yorkshire (2007 

T66) 

The provisional valuer of the coins suggested £40-£50 and the provisional valuer of the brooch 

suggested £45; the Committee took into account the finder’s comments and reply that at the point of 

his e-mail the Committee had not viewed the item, it had only been provisionally valued.  The 

Committee note with concern the finder’s reference to ‘the rest of the hoard’ and reminds him that he 

is legally obliged to report any potential addenda to this Treasure hoard to the coroner within 14 

days of the day on which he realises the find might be Treasure.  The Committee recommended 



£40 for the coins and £50 for the brooch. 
 

25 Roman coin hoard (599) & associated pottery fragments from Llanvaches, Newport 

(06.14) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer recommended £16,000-£18,000; Peter Clayton stated that he had been 

told by a coin valuer that the finder of this case had commissioned them for an independent 

valuation and it has been completed.  The Secretariat has yet to receive this independent 

valuation from the finder.  The Committee decided to defer valuation, and any comment on the 

finders submission until the next TVC meeting thus giving the finder time to submit his 

independent valuation if he wishes. 

 

26 Roman coins (9) from Padstow, Cornwall (2006 T3) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer recommended £100-£120; The Committee previously recommended 

£120.  The Committee clarified their recommended valuation of £120; £120 for the nine coins in 

total, equalling £32 for two coins, taking into account that the Severus coin is in 

slightly better condition than that in  coins and the fact that Elagabalus coin is 

also nice, £88 is the total for coins. 
 

27 Roman coins (19) from Sherfield on Loddon, Hampshire (2006 T611) – 3
rd

 viewing  

The provisional valuer recommended £100-£150; The Committee previously recommended £125.  

The Committee decided to defer this case until the next TVC meeting, when the Chair, Norman 

Palmer, can be present. 

 

Anglo-Saxon Coins 

 

28 Anglo-Saxon silver pennies (2) from Arreton area, Isle of Wight (2007 T273) 

The provisional valuer recommended £300; the Committee took into account the finder’s 

submission and are in agreement that the Committee’s original was too low.  The finder’s slightly 

over stated the condition of the coins; coin is in good very fine condition and 

 coin is in good fine (almost very fine) condition.  The Committee recommended £250 

for  coin and £150 for coin, totalling £400. 

 

Medieval Coins 

 

29 Medieval silver pennies (9) from Bigby, North Lincolnshire (2007 T172) 

The provisional valuer recommended £500; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and 

recommended £550. 

 

30 Medieval silver coin hoard (22) from Apley, Lincolnshire (2007 T229) 

The provisional valuer recommended £4,250; the Committee noted the heavy cleaning of the 

coins and feel it diminishes the value of the coins, though the provisional valuation has taken this 

cleaned state into account.  The Committee is forced to value the coins in their cleaned condition 

and it should be noted by the finder that this may have been detrimental to the value.  The 

Committee draws the finders attention to the Treasure Code of Practice concerning cleaning of 

finds, see paragraph 47.   The Committee recommended £4,250. 

 

31 Medieval silver coin hoard (12) from Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria (2007 T370) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,400; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £1,400. 

 

Late Submission – Additional Cases 

 

32 Viking silver coins (120) and jewellery from Penrith District, Cumbria (2005 T471) 

The first provisional valuer suggested £6,000 and the second provisional valuer of the hoard, 

excluding the coins, suggested £800; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuers, recommended £6,000 for the coins and £800 for the objects, totalling 

£6,800. 
 



33 Viking hoard from Harrogate, North Yorkshire (2007 T2) – 3
rd

 Viewing 

The Committee previously recommended £1,052,800, the division of which was £280,000 for the 

bowl, £10,000 for the gold armring, £4500 for the three silver armrings, £800 for the ingot, £7,500 for 

the rest of the objects and £750,000 for the coins.  The Committee have taken into account the finders 

submission as well as the museums reply.  The Committee felt that the finder’s submission only had a 

valid argument concerning the bowl, they saw no reason to alter the recommended value on the coins 

and they fully agreed with the museum’s reply concerning the armlet.  The Committee pays due 

respect to and his long, well reasoned letter, especially his comments concerning the 

potential comparison of ivories.  The Committee feel, in agreement with the acquiring museum, that 

the comparison with manuscripts made by is not comparable in this case but they are 

inclined to take into account the recent increase in value and interest of pieces of Medieval art and 

feel that his argument concerning comparable ivories is a valid one.  It should be noted that in 

letter dated 6
th
 February 2008 they state that had spoken with Ms Sinclair, 

Ms Sinclair states that no one has spoken to her concerning this Treasure case.  The Committee 

increased the cup’s recommendation to £310,000, bringing the total to £1,082,800.  

 

Item 6:  Any Other Business 

 

 Ainsbrook- the Committee discussed the recent Time Team broadcast.  The Committee raised 

their willingness to have Time Team track one of their own Treasure cases throughout the Treasure 

Process.  Trevor Austin to potentially write again to the metal detecting magazines highlighting the 

Treasure valuation process and showing examples of provisional valuations and the Committee’s 

subsequent valuations. 

 

 Stephen Hodgson reminded the Committee that Trevor Austin’s post on the Committee is 

now vacant and notes that for Trevor to be considered for a second term Norman Palmer, as 

Chair, must write to the DCMS requesting the second term. 

 

 Stephen Hodgson announced the appointment of Tim Pestell to the Committee. 

 

Item 6:    Date of next meeting:  Friday 4
th

 April 2008, Directors Board Room, 11 am 

with all finds available from 10.15. 

 




