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Foreword

Hartwig Fischer
Director of the
British Museum

In July 2020, the British Museum announced that the Portable
Antiquities Scheme had recorded over 1.5 million finds. This is a
testament to the work of the Scheme throughout England and Wales,
including its Finds Liaison Officers, the Welsh Archaeological Trusts,
other PAS staff, interns and volunteers, and (of course) the finders and
landowners. The partnership nature of the Scheme is one of its
strengths, and I would like to express my gratitude to all the local and
national organisations involved, especially those represented on the
Portable Antiquities Advisory Group and employing and managing
PAS staff. We have a vision for the PAS looking to 2025 which will
help set its direction over the next few years and many exciting things
are planned. This includes the Government’s reform of Treasure law
which will have an impact on the PAS, not least because the Scheme
(working through the British Museum and Amgueddfa Cymru National Museum Wales) is integral to the working of the Treasure
Act 1996. While recognising that hobby metal-detecting is enjoyed by
many people in England and Wales, it is essential that it is practiced in
a responsible way that adds to knowledge for the widest public benefit
and that the most important archaeological finds are acquired by
public collections to be enjoyed by all. To this end we will be working
closely with DCMS and offering all the support we can.
2020 was an incredibly challenging year for all of us, but the Portable
Antiquities Scheme, thanks to its online database, national
partnership and the hard work of its staff, was able to adapt well to the
circumstances - recording almost 50,000 finds including processing
over 1,000 Treasure cases. Although it is the nature of the Scheme
that its staff like to meet with finders in person and examine their
discoveries closely ‘in the flesh’, Finds Liaison Officers were able to
record many more items than might have otherwise been possible
thanks to a number of finders providing good images, dimensions and
findspot information. Longer-term we are keen to explore some of the
benefits of digital liaison and recording, not least as part of the legacy
of the National Lottery Heritage Fund supported project, PASt
Explorers: finds recording in the local community. PASt Explorers
showed that many finders - such as our self-recorders (metaldetectorists trained to log finds directly on to the PAS database) - are
keen to contribute more to the recording process given the
opportunities and tools to do so. Also, we are aware it is not always
convenient for finders to visit Finds Liaison Officers in person, so
finding new ways to reach out is important. That said, it is essential for
the integrity of the data, and its use for academic study in particular,
that it is of the highest standard possible, and many finds need to be
seen by our team of experts for them to be properly recorded.

Bob Croft (Head of Historic
Environment, South West
Heritage Trust) examines the
findspot of an important
early medieval brooch in an
initial test pit (see page 11).
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Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who
have supported the Portable Antiquities Scheme in 2020. The
National Lottery Heritage Fund continued to support the
aforementioned PASt Explorers project. Though this project ended in
April 2021, its legacy aspects will continue to support PAS volunteers
in the future. For many years the Headley Trust has funded PAS
Interns, and I am pleased to say this will continue from 2021 for two
more years with a focus on providing opportunities for people from
disadvantaged backgrounds interested in archaeological finds.
Graham and Joanna Barker have continued to generously support the
Scheme locally, with funding directed towards areas with less
resources for recording finds and to shore-up our team of National
Finds Advisers. I would also like to thank Treasure Hunting magazine
who published the popular book Finds Identified II (published in
2020) and support the publication of this report. Also fundamental to
the funding of the PAS is the DCMS, through its grant-in-aid to the
British Museum, and the local partners who provide in-kind and cash
support for locally based PAS posts. Thank you all for helping this
wonderful Scheme to thrive and develop.
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Key points

The PAS in 2020

•

49,045 finds were recorded; at the time of publication, the PAS
database (finds.org.uk/database) held 1,545,141 objects and coins
within 992,236 records.

•

Finds made by 2,846 individuals were recorded, and over 91% of
all finds were made by metal-detectorists.

Introduction

The Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) records archaeological finds
found by the public to advance knowledge, tell the stories of past
communities and further public interest in the past. It is a partnership
project, managed by the British Museum (in England) and through
Amgueddfa Cymru – National Museum Wales (in Wales), working with
at least 98 partners across both countries.

•

Over 93% of finds (where land-use was recorded) were found on
cultivated land, where they are susceptible to plough damage and
artificial and natural corrosion processes.

•

Almost 99% of PAS finds were recorded to the nearest 100m
(a 6-figure NGR), the minimum requirement for findspot
information for Historic Environment Records.

In 2020, the PAS in England consisted of 40 locally-based Finds
Liaison Officers (FLOs), whose role it is to record archaeological finds
made by the public, supported by five period specialists (National
Finds Advisers). This work was coordinated by the Head of Portable
Antiquities and Resources Manager at the British Museum. An
Outreach Officer was also employed as part of PASt Explorers: finds
recording in the local community. 383 volunteers (including 140
detectorists who, following training, record their own finds directly
onto the PAS database) also contributed to the work of the Scheme.

•

New sites discovered through finds recorded by the PAS include a
Neolithic productive site in Hampshire, Bronze Age barrows in
Wiltshire, a potential Roman villa in Cornwall, a Roman burial
site in Cumbria, two possible Roman settlements in Oxfordshire,
and what seems to be an Anglo-Saxon burial site in Warwickshire.

The PAS is funded through the Department for Digital, Culture,
Media & Sport’s (DCMS) grant in aid to the British Museum, with
local partner contributions. Its work is guided by the Portable
Antiquities Advisory Group (PAAG), whose membership includes
leading archaeological, landowner and metal-detecting organisations.

•

Currently 337 researchers have full access to PAS data, and there
are 53,130 registered account users in total. 823 research projects
have used PAS data to date, including 57 major pieces of largescale research and 168 PhDs.

The PAS is an important part of the British Museum’s National
Strategy and has five strategic objectives (PAS Vision 2025):

•
•

•

341,358 unique visitors visited the PAS websites and database,
making 673,109 visits and 5,354,566 page requests.

•

Publications associated with the work of the PAS include reports in
Britannia, the British Numismatic Journal, Medieval Archaeolog y and
Post-Medieval Archaeolog y, and the popular book Finds Identified II.

•
•

•

•

At least 437 outreach events took place, including talks and finds
days. Through these, PAS staff had direct contact with at least
7,451 adults and 192 children.

•

Finds Liaison Officers had regular contact with 83 different
metal-detecting clubs, and engaged with many other finders via
email and social media.

Treasure Act 1996

Under the Treasure Act 1996 (finds.org.uk/treasure) finders have a
legal obligation to report finds of potential Treasure to the local
coroner in the district in which they were found, though in practice
most finders report Treasure finds via their local FLO. The success of
the Act is only possible though the work of the PAS – its staff advise
finders of their legal obligations, provide advice on the process and
write Treasure reports for coroners.

The Treasure Act 1996 in 2020

•

1,077 Treasure cases were reported. It is hoped that many of these
will be acquired by museums for public benefit.

•

Important Treasure finds include the Baddow Hoard of almost
1000 gold Iron Age coins from Essex (ESS-DBEBD6) and a
copper-alloy and silver early medieval disc brooch from Cheddar,
Somerset (DEV-1A7D5C). Several interesting finds were also made
by people digging in their gardens during the 2020 pandemic.

•
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As of May 2021, 54 parties waived their right to a reward in 35
Treasure cases reported in 2019; this figure is likely to increase as
cases are completed. Examples include a Bronze Age gold bracelet
from near Brigg, North Lincolnshire (NLM-57BC11), acquired by
North Lincolnshire Museum, where the landowner waived his
reward, and a Roman gold jewellery fitting from near Sandwich,
Kent (KENT-7C3C72), where both the finder and landowner
waived their right to reward to enable Sandwich Guildhall
Museum to acquire at no expense.

Transform archaeological knowledge through the recording and
research of public finds, to enable the stories of past peoples and
their landscapes to be told;
Sharing new knowledge about archaeological finds made within
communities, so that people might learn more about their past,
their archaeology and their history;
Promote best archaeological practice amongst finder communities,
so that the past is preserved and protected for the future;
Support museum acquisition of finds made by the public, so that
these can be saved for future generations and enjoyed by local
people;
Provide long-term sustainability for the recording of new finds, so
that these discoveries can contribute to the rewriting of our
histories.

PAS is a partnership
project working
with at least 98
organisations across
England and Wales.

The Act allows a national or local museum to acquire Treasure for
public benefit. If this happens a reward is paid, which is normally
shared equally between the finder and landowner. Parties may waive
their right to a reward, enabling museums to acquire finds at reduced
or no cost. Rewards are fixed at the full market value, determined by
the Secretary of State upon the advice of an independent panel of
experts, the Treasure Valuation Committee (TVC). The
administration of the Treasure process takes place at the British
Museum and involves the preparation of Treasure cases for coroners’
inquests, providing the secretariat for the TVC, and handling
disclaimed cases and the payment of rewards.
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Outreach and
research

The Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) records archaeological finds
made by the public in England and Wales to advance knowledge, tell
the stories of past communities and further public interest in the past.
The Scheme is managed by the British Museum in England, with
partners hosting, managing and supporting local Finds Liaison
Officers (FLOs). The role of the FLOs is to reach-out to all who might
find archaeological material, provide them with advice on best
practice and the law, and identify and record what they find.
Advancing knowledge

Britain has a rich archaeological heritage, but the finds made by
members of the public (including metal-detectorists) are a finite
resource so especially important to record. These tell us about past
landscapes, the people who were once there, and how they lived and
worked. Most finds are discovered in the plough-soil, where
agricultural activity has brought them to the surface, but even without
an immediate (stratigraphic) context they still provided vital
archaeological information. This report shows that metal-detecting, if
undertaken responsibly, makes an important contribution to our
understanding of Britain’s past.

The PAS reaches out to
all those who might find
archaeology, and highlights
the value of responsible
metal detecting.
HESH-6359C4
The 1,500,000th find!
A lead-alloy papal bulla of
Pope Innocent IV, from
Bridgnorth, Shropshire.

1.5 million finds recorded

In July 2020, the British Museum announced that the PAS had
recorded over 1.5 million finds on its database (finds.org.uk/database);
the 1,500,000th find was a lead papal bulla of Pope Innocent IV
(1243–54) found at Bridgnorth, Shropshire (HESH-6359C4), recorded
from details and images provided by the finder. The landmark
received extensive coverage in the media, further highlighting the
important contribution metal-detecting makes to archaeology through
the work of the PAS. Some of the most important finds recorded over
the last 23 years were published in an eight-page article in BBC History
Magazine and a BBC History Extra podcast on Unburied Treasures with
Michael Lewis (Head of PAS) had over 120,000 downloads.
Roman hoards

A major publication on coin hoards marked the culmination of an
Arts & Humanities Research Council funded collaborative research
project between the British Museum and Leicester University led by
Roger Bland (British Museum), with Colin Haselgrove and David
Mattingly (both University of Leicester). Iron Age and Roman Coin
Hoards in Britain (Oxbow Books) outlines the regional and
chronological patterning of 3,302 hoards - many of the recent ones
reported as Treasure through the PAS - and considers what can be
learnt from their archaeological contexts. It discusses the reasons for
the exceptional number of late Roman hoards from Britain and
includes new investigation of the findspot of the Frome hoard. The
hoards studied by the project have been recorded on the PAS database
to aid future research (prefixed IARCH-). The project also inspired a
British Museum national touring exhibition on hoards, curated by
Eleanor Ghey in partnership with Salisbury Museum. This reached
147,944 people across five venues – Buxton Museum, Brading Roman
Villa (Isle of Wight), Peterborough Museum, Salisbury Museum and
Ulster Museum.
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PAS publications

Online talks

Every year publications by PAS staff explore aspects of the past
through the objects recorded. In 2020, roundups of important and
interesting finds from the previous year were published in countybased archaeology society journals alongside the leading scholarly
journals Britannia, Medieval Archaeolog y, Post-Medieval Archaeolog y and the
British Numismatic Journal. Academic research undertaken by PAS staff
- and in collaboration with other researchers - used PAS-recorded
finds to address diverse subjects including the mapping and
investigation of medieval markets and the typology of post-medieval
bridle fittings. Articles in magazines including BBC History, Treasure
Hunting, The Searcher and Current Archaeolog y presented PAS work to
wider audiences covering topics such as Viking-Age hoards, goldworking and the milestone of the PAS recording its 1.5 millionth find.
Books by PAS staff were also published in 2020, notably Finds Identified
II (Greenlight Publishing), the follow-up to 2018’s highly successful
Finds Identified, and 50 Roman Finds, part of the long-running 50 Finds
series produced by Amberley Publishing.

FLOs commonly give talks to various archaeology and history groups,
as well as metal-detecting clubs, and this work continued in 2020,
albeit mostly online. Some physical events did take place, including a
talk given by Kurt Adams (Gloucestershire & Avon FLO) to the
Taynton Metal Detecting Club, another by Amy Downes (South &
West Yorkshire FLO) to Kirklees Museum, and Maria Kneafsey
(Derbyshire & Nottinghamshire FLO) participated in an
‘Archaeological Roadshow’ at Cresswell Crags. Most virtual talks
focused on the work of the PAS and recently recorded finds, including
those to Cardiff University, the Lancashire Archaeological &
Historical Society, the Friends of Lincoln Museums, the Friends of
Woodstock Museums (Oxfordshire). Virtual presentations were also
made to the Surrey Archaeological Society, the Society of Antiquaries
of Newcastle upon Tyne, Oxford University Archaeology Society and
the Society of Antiquaries of London, as well as to archaeology
students at the universities of Exeter, Reading and York, and
University College London. In 2020 much training for PAS staff,
volunteers and others, transferred online, enabling the Scheme to
provide for more people than usual.

‘I have the first book in the series and it’s brilliant. The second is just as
good. If you are a detectorist, I would definitely buy this book...

PAStcast - the PAS podcast

Review of Finds Identified II.

2020 provided an ideal opportunity for some FLOs to take up new
outreach initiatives that had previously been suggested by Lauren
Speed (PASt Explorers Outreach Officer). One of these was the idea
for a PAS podcast, which was taken forward by Lucy Shipley (Devon
FLO) and Ben Westwood (Durham FLO). With the COVID
pandemic reducing opportunities for meeting with finders and
promoting the Scheme in person, it felt like the ideal time to develop
this further. So, PAStcast was born! A series of six main episodes and
a bonus episode was produced in autumn 2020, featuring guests from
across the Scheme including volunteers, members of the PAS Central
Unit and Treasure team, as well as other FLOs. The podcast was well
received, with a 5-star rating on Apple Podcasts, positive feedback
inside and outside the Scheme, and a good number of downloads. Two
further seasons of six episodes are planned for 2021.

Sharing knowledge

By recording finds on its online database, the PAS not only produces a
digital collection of archaeological finds discovered by the public, but
also seeks to make this information as widely available as possible,
such as for research and education. Our past is a shared past, so the
FLOs - based in local museums and other heritage originations - use
local connections to reach out to the wider public. During the 2020
pandemic this has been more challenging than usual, but the FLOs
have shown great versatility in meeting the public to highlight the
work of the Scheme - albeit mostly digitally.
Digital recording

Because of its online database (which allows FLOs, volunteers and
self-recorders to record finds wherever they are), the PAS was able to
adapt to this new digital world of 2020 better than many - the main
challenge being that its FLOs were not always able to meet with
finders and take in items for recording. Simon Maslin (Surrey &
Hampshire FLO), for example, created 2400 finds records in 2020, of
which some 440 were produced entirely from information and images
emailed by finders. Where possible (as the rules allowed) this was
followed up by arranging a meeting to measure and re-photograph
finds; the initial record was regarded as the starting point for the
recording process with a view to it being subsequently improved. This
‘digital recording’ was vital to processing finds during the pandemic
but was already becoming an important strategy for Simon due to
metal-detecting increasingly being organised through groups on social
media, offering no physical meetings for a FLO to attend. Whilst
FLOs would rather record finds ‘in the flesh’, digital recording offers
opportunities for the PAS to record more finds.

‘As a detectorist with an interest in archaeolog y, I have found that being
able to submit my finds to Simon Maslin via email for digital recording very
useful during the pandemic. My interest with the items that I recover and
then submit for recording, is mainly around the item’s history and its story,
rather than the with the item itself. Being able to submit my own pictures
and data has made me feel more engaged with the PAS, as I have felt that
I am actually contributing’
Tony Gard, metal-detectorist.
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‘The links made across [time] periods are great and one the great strengths
of Scheme staff’, ‘Brilliant, very engaging and easy to listen to’, ‘Really
bringing the past stories and the work of the PAS to life. Bravo!’ ‘Brilliant!
Really interesting, delving into an area of archaeolog y that I’d not
considered before’
Feedback from PAStcast listeners.

DEV-D1B964
Medieval gold finger-ring from
West Dorset featured in the
PAStCast episode on ‘love’.
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Promoting best practice

Findspot excavation of an unusual early medieval brooch

Metal-detectorists make some of the most remarkable archaeological
discoveries, but for these finds to realise their potential it is essential
that finders follow the Code of Practice for Responsible Metal Detecting in
England and Wales (2017). The Code - which has been made into a
video for online use in 2021 - outlines what people should do before
they search, while searching and once finished. Sadly, some finders
still do not follow the Code leading to archaeology being damaged
and tarnishing the reputation of those detectorists who do everything
correctly. It is also essential that the most important finds end up in
museums for all to enjoy and learn about, and FLOs working with
finders and landowners have a key role in helping make that happen.

Iain Sansome was detecting a familiar field in Cheddar, Somerset, in
October 2020, when he decided to investigate an unusual signal.
Consequently, he uncovered a large 9th-century disc brooch made of
copper-alloy and silver with elaborate zoomorphic Trewhiddle-style
decoration (DEV-1A7D5C); this was found face down and at first
difficult to identify without removing the object. Iain immediately
telephoned to request archaeological assistance and contacted Lucy
Shipley (Devon FLO) who was covering Somerset at the time.
Together with Bob Croft (Head of Historic Environment, South West
Heritage Trust), Lucy returned to the site with Iain, and they
conducted an exploratory intervention. It was decided that a further
follow up excavation would be worthwhile to establish the context of
the find. Iain and the landowners welcomed a small team of
archaeologists within the week, and further geophysical investigation
of the area is planned. Iain is to be congratulated for his exemplary
detecting practice, and his considerate and supportive actions were
greatly appreciated by all.

Protecting the dead

Excavation of an Anglo-Saxon
grave at Long Compton,
Warwickshire, by Anni Byard
(see BERK-5105C9) following
the discovery of grave goods; in
this case the detectorist
stopped and called for
archaeological assistance.

Excavation of the Roman lead
cistern at Rudston, East
Yorkshire (David Taylor).
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In 2020, Historic England funded a project run by Adam Daubney
Archaeology to explore grave goods found by members of the public.
A survey of FLOs showed that around four instances of in-situ grave
goods are reported to PAS every year, and in most cases the finder
follows best practice and stops digging and contacts their local FLO.
Most discoveries belong to the furnished burial tradition of the early
Anglo-Saxon period, while a minority are late Iron Age or Roman
graves. The survey also found that much larger volumes of unstratified
grave goods are reported each year to PAS, around 75% of which
Anglo-Saxon. In most cases these relate to plough-damaged
cemeteries. A three-month monitoring exercise of auction houses
revealed that while grave goods can be found for sale, the trade
appears neither to be extensive nor targeted. Overall, the project
indicates that the ongoing work of PAS and Historic England are
helping to protect the archaeological record through encouraging
reporting and recording, and by assisting when in-situ grave goods are
discovered. Nonetheless, there is also room for some reflection upon
the current procedures around what happens to grave assemblages
after initial discovery.

DEV-1A7D5C
Early medieval disc brooch
from Chedder, Somerset.

Lucy Shipley (Devon FLO) and
Amal Khreisheh (Curator,
Museum of Somerset)
removing and recording Saxon
ceramic fragments during the
excavation of the findspot of
the Chedder disc brooch.

Metal-detecting rallies

Commercial metal-detecting rallies, especially if badly organised, can
be very damaging to archaeology - finds might not be recovered with
care, they might be removed from the country without the necessary
export permissions, and might not be recorded at all. Rallies do not
provide the best circumstances for recording archaeological finds as it
is tricky to make a good record in the field; it is better that finds are
recorded after the event, with the finder taking them to his/her local
FLO. Sadly, in 2020 several large rallies took place with very few finds
being recorded. Not only is this a loss to archaeological knowledge,
but it also is very damaging to the reputation of detectorists, many of
whom have a passion for archaeology and interest in the past.

Emergency excavation at Rudston

In September 2020, Steven Scott and David Taylor were metal
detecting at Rudston, East Yorkshire. Excavating about 30cm deep
they revealed an unusual shallow cylindrical lead object. Realising the
item was in-situ, they contacted Martin Foreman (North Lincolnshire
FLO), who came out to investigate. Subsequent archaeological
excavation revealed that the object had been placed in a circular pit
cut into chalk subsoil beside a pre-existing wall. From within and
about the container, thought to be the base of a Roman cistern (NLM41D6C6), were found pottery sherds, burnt animal bones and
sandstone quern fragments. Such cisterns, necessary in this high, dry,
landscape, are not common, but this was the first found in Yorkshire,
and its form - a lead-sealed barrel - unusual. It is possible that it was
used to collect water running from the roof of a building for domestic
water supply.
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Supporting museums and the heritage sector

Late Bronze Age bar twisted
gold torc displayed in the Our
Changing Planet exhibition at
Thinktank, Birmingham
(Birmingham Museums Trust).

The partnership nature of the PAS is one of its strengths. Although
the PAS is managed and run by the British Museum (in England),
FLOs are employed locally within museums or other heritage
organisations with links across the heritage sector. This allows the
FLOs to benefit from a wide base of support and expertise, which they
utilise to good effect. Similarly, the PAS offers wider opportunities
across the sector, with various local partners benefiting from the wider
expertise of the FLOs or their skills supporting other projects
delivered locally across the country as the following case studies show.
Searching for Saxons (virtually)

Excavations of the Anglo-Saxon
cemetery at Cammeringham,
Lincolnshire

Starting in 2020, and continuing into 2021, Lisa Brundle
(Lincolnshire FLO) ran a virtual project for PAS volunteers ‘Searching for Saxons’ - as part of PASt Explorers. Its aim was to keep
current volunteers engaged with the PAS and archaeological finds
while they were unable meet in-person, and to build their skill sets and
archaeological knowledge. Through a series of talks and a workshop
run by Lisa with her colleagues at Lincolnshire County Council’s
Historic Places Team, volunteers gained an insight into online
heritage resources and early medieval burial archaeology and small
finds, equipping them with the skills they need to conduct further
research independently and as part of a research group. Using online
heritage resources like the PAS database, the Heritage Gateway, as
well as maps and place-names evidence, as well as other freely
available sources like QGIS and LiDAR, the aim was to contextualise
the landscape of an early Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Cammeringham,
Lincolnshire; a site first discovered by metal-detectorists in 2019 and
then professionally excavated in 2020. The new work sought to
explore and understand the landscape around the cemetery in the
post-Roman period and fill gaps in our knowledge.

Our Changing Planet

Peter Reavill (Herefordshire & Shropshire FLO) and Victoria
Allnatt (Staffordshire & West Midlands FLO) supported the
curatorial and exhibition team at Birmingham Museums Trust in
developing the themes and display around their major new ‘Our
Changing Planet’ gallery at Thinktank, Birmingham. Their role was
focused on developing the storylines around early history from the
last Ice Age through to the Bronze Age using their expert knowledge
of the period and the archaeology of the West Midlands region to
imbed museum objects into a new narrative. A key artefact in the
exhibition was a Late Bronze Age bar twisted gold torc which was
acquired by the museum in the 1970’s; it was found in a wetland
moor in North Shropshire or South Cheshire and has not been on
display for more than 30 years. Through the display of this regionally
important item Peter and Victoria were able to signpost other more
recent PAS discoveries from similar places, as well as discuss the
impact of current climate changes on the regional patterns of
artefact distribution.

Searching for Saxons has been great with the on-line learning opportunities
from experts particularly amazing during the lockdown, when museums,
archives and libraries have been closed
Dorothy Paterson, volunteer.
Durham History Centre

Durham County Council are currently restoring Mount Oswald
Manor House on the outskirts of the City to create the Durham
History Centre, bringing together a range of services, including
records, archives and collections, and the Archaeology Section and
Historic Environment Record who host Ben Westwood (Durham
FLO). A pilot outreach workshop was developed, with the aim of
informing stakeholders about the new centre and the resources
available, including the PAS. This was delivered virtually (due to
COVID restrictions) to a range of organisations, including schools
and local groups. By successfully engaging community groups to show
the resources available, and showcasing objects and artefacts, the
workshop demonstrated both the strengths of collaborative
relationships between related services and of online resources and
databases for connecting people with their local heritage. The positive
results of the pilot project were very well received by the Council
Committee with overall responsibility for delivery of the Durham
History Centre.
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FindSampo

Helinä Parviainen (University of
Helsinki) and Pejam
Hassanzadeh (Aalto University)
in the field testing the prototype
mobile finds reporting app of
FindSampo with Anssi
Vuohelainen (metal-detectorist)
(image: Anna Wessman).

In a four-year research project (2017–21) funded by the Academy
of Finland, the University of Helsinki, Aalto University and the
Finnish Heritage have been collaborating to develop a semantic
portal called FindSampo for sharing data about archaeological finds
made by the public in Finland. The PAS, along with other recording
schemes within the European Public Finds Recording Network
(EPFRN), has been crucial in helping guide the new programme.
This has included participating in Expert Advisory Panel meetings
in Helsinki and online and hosting a research visit to the British
Museum and local PAS Partners by Eero Hyvönen and Jouni
Tuominen (Aalto University).

‘The PAS’s participation in the Expert Advisory Panel for FindSampo, as
well as hosting a research visit to the British Museum in 2018, greatly
assisted the development of FindSampo, as we were able to draw on
experience and best practices from PAS. As a follow-up, the Semantic
Computing Group of Aalto University are currently exploring PAS data
with a view to developing comparative research between Finnish and
English/Welsh archaeological finds data’
Suzie Thomas, University of Helsinki.
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Recording finds

Flint and stone
800,000 BC–Present

1,671 flint and stone objects were recorded by the PAS in 2020, of
which 1,356 were prehistoric. This not only shows the dominance
of flint (especially) and stone for tools and weapons in prehistory, but
also that it was a useful material later on, even in the post-medieval
period. Included are prehistoric axes, arrowheads, scrapers and
debitage, providing insights into prehistoric peoples and the places
where they lived.
Understanding lithic scatters

The main role of the PAS is
to record archaeological finds
made by the public to advance
knowledge. If undertaken
responsibly - by following the
Code of Practice for Responsible
Metal Detecting in England and Wales
(2017) - metal-detecting can
make an important contribution
to archaeology. Many of the
finds illustrated here are
interesting in their own right,
but collectively, as a digital
record on the PAS database
(finds.org.uk/database), they
are helping to transform our
understanding of Britain’s past.

WAW-656B13
Late Mesolithic microlith,
which is the earliest dated find
recorded with the PAS from
Leek Wooton and Guy’s Cliffe,
Warwickshire. Although tiny it
has been carefully worked to
shape, with fine flaking along
one side and across its base.
This retouching is an important
feature of Microliths - being
small is not enough!

LIN-3E5C9B
The introduction of
metalworking in around
2400 BC did not bring an
immediate end to the Stone
Age. Indeed, the Early Bronze
Age (see next section also)
saw the production of some
remarkable flint and stone
objects, like this barb and
tang arrowhead from Great
Gonerby, Lincolnshire.
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A problem with interpreting PAS records of flint and stone artefacts is
their uneven coverage; while detecting is wide-spread and gives a
fairly balanced picture of finds of metalwork across the country, the
pattern of lithic finds is heavily skewed by concentrations of fieldwork
- energetic field walkers producing their own hot-spots. This
conundrum can, however, be turned to advantage when we look at the
distribution pattern of finds from a single locality, such as where
fieldwalking at Leek Wooton and Guy’s Cliffe, Warwickshire, is
revealing lost prehistoric landscapes. To date, 21 worked flints have
been recorded from this place, which (as on many sites) span a wide
range of dates, from the Late Mesolithic (6,500–4,000 BC),
represented by a microlith point (WAW-656B13), to a Neolithic or
Early Bronze Age knife (WAW-115F81), dated to around 3,300–1,300
BC. As usual, scrapers (flint tools for scraping animal flesh from skins
for example) are the most common finds, with 14 examples, most of
which are not readily datable. For all these sites it is important to look
at it in context, thinking about what drew people to this location. In
this case, rich land, alongside a river, would have made for an
attractive location in all ages - good hunting in the Mesolithic and
good farming later on in time.
Kevin Leahy

OXON-D39D7A
This Neolithic object started
out as a finely polished flint
axe which was then reworked
to produce its pointed end. It
is not known why this was
done, but modified polished
axes are well known - this
example being neater than
most. It was found at
Stonesfield, Oxfordshire and
dates to 4000–2350 BC.
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Bronze Age
2350–800 BC

SWYOR-453A2D
Copper-alloy arrowhead
from Temple Bruer with
Temple High Grange,
Lincolnshire.

Finds of the Bronze Age are not common, with 828 items representing
less than 2% of the dataset recorded in 2020. More than many other
periods these items can be found buried together, sometimes in very
small groups, so finders should be especially aware of potentially
disturbing in-situ archaeology and take care to record locational
information; two items of Bronze Age metalwork in the same place are
potential Treasure, as are items that have been broken-up in antiquity.
Most Bronze Age objects found by detectorists are made of copperalloy, commonly axeheads, spearheads and other blades, but also
discovered are flint items, including beautifully worked barbed-andtanged arrowheads.
Intensifying connections

NMS-C792E9
Fragment of a late Middle
to Late Bronze Age
winged axehead with side
loop from Bressingham,
Norfolk. It is of the
Penard to Ewart Park
metalwork phases, dated
to c.1300–800 BC.

From the Stalbridge area, Dorset (SUR-68C46E), was discovered an
interesting hoard comprising a rapier (a type of bladed weapon),
palstave axehead and bracelet. Dating to the Taunton phase of the
Middle Bronze Age (c.1300–1100 BC), it exemplifies the deposits
characterising a period of intensifying connections between Britain,
Ireland and the near Continent linked to the exchange of metals. The
rapier, over half a metre long, is broken into three pieces. Its metal
hilt, an unusual survival and modelled on wooden forms, allows us to
visualize how others (of organic materials) would have looked and
hints at a lost world of Bronze Age craft. The palstave, a form of axe
used in everyday woodworking, is a high-flanged, side-looped,
mid-ribbed example of south-western type. The intact copper-alloy
Liss-type bracelet, also a rare survival and decorated with complex
geometric engraving, is of a type documented across southern
England and thought to be an import from northern France, although
this theory has been questioned.
British made bronze arrowheads

The important discovery of an incomplete copper-alloy barbed-andtanged arrowhead was made at Temple Bruer with Temple High
Grange, Lincolnshire (SWYOR-453A2D). Copying flint exemplars,
copper-alloy versions of this type are rare finds from Britain and
probably date to the Middle and Late Bronze Ages (c.1500–800 BC).
Only one example is known from a secure archaeological context, in
the Penard Hoard, Glamorgan - at the time of its discovery it was a
unique find in Britain and presumed to be an import from northern
France. The date of the Penard Hoard, c.1275–1140 BC, suggests a
Middle Bronze Age date for at least some copper-alloy examples,
including the one from Lincolnshire. In recent times further
discoveries, including five of this type documented by the PAS in
2020, and their distribution across wide parts of the country, suggest
that they were probably being made in Britain, though some could
have also been imported from the Continent.
Sally Worrell

IMAGE ?
SUR-68C46E
Copper-alloy rapier,
bracelet and palsatve
axehead and from the
Stalbridge area, Dorset.
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KENT-D6DB1B
Complete Late Bronze Age
penannular ring from Linton,
Kent, of striped or banded
appearance, perhaps using
gold plating with a copperalloy core. It dates to
c.1150–750 BC.
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Iron Age
800 BC–AD 43

Finds of the Iron Age are rare - only 951 (less than 2% of the dataset)
were recorded in 2020, and most of these were coins - but they are
amongst some of the most wonderful and archaeological significant of
the items found this year. Many are decorated with ‘Celtic’ art
motives, with their swirling shapes and forms, some also enamelled.
Chariot fittings from Hampshire

A hoard of copper fittings from a chariot or cart of Late Iron Age date
(c.100 BC–AD 100) was discovered at St Mary Bourne, Hampshire
(HAMP-D18D76). It comprised a pair of linch-pins of ‘vase-headed’
type, two bridle bits and five rein terrets of lipped type as well as an
ingot and a small decorative mount. Of the four bridle-bit elements
(each comprising an integrally cast rein ring and side link), curiously
two are unfinished, retaining casting flash, sprues and channels and
gates from pouring the molten metal. The terrets possibly form a set,
four being identical and one larger and more elaborate as the centrally
mounted element on the vehicle yoke.
Grave goods from Bedfordshire

HAMP-D18D76
Copper-alloy bridle-bit
found at St Mary Bourne,
Hampshire

An assemblage from Central Bedfordshire (BH-72C17B) of Late Iron
Age date (c.100 BC–AD 100) is part of a likely set of grave goods.
Among the copper alloy objects are a decorated bronze mirror,
represented by a handle and two pieces of bronze sheet, tweezers, and
fragments from a pin and at least two vessels; ceramic fragments also
found are from the rim of a relatively large vessel. The diversity of
these items, mainly associated with feasting and grooming, and above
all the elaborate decoration of the mirror and tweezers, suggests that
they derive from a high-status burial. The mirror like others of the
same date is decorated with curvilinear La Tène ornament, but the
presence of this ‘swirly’ style on the tweezers is exceptional.

HAMP-D18D76
Copper-alloy linch-pin
found at St Mary Bourne,
Hampshire.

BH-72C17B
Copper-alloy mirror plate
and handle from Central
Bedfordshire.
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Gallic imports

Although there is a relatively long tradition of coin production in
Britain, reaching back to at least the 2nd century BC, clear contacts
with populations in Gaul in particular are reflected in the appearance
of coins struck on the Continent that cross the Channel, although
often in limited volume. An unusual coin representing these contacts
is a silver quinarius dating to c.70–50 BC from Barham, Kent (KENT877D5A). It is of the Gallic Sequani whose tribal lands were located in
central Gaul, around the areas of modern-day Jura and Burgundy
(France). It is the first example of this type reported to the PAS and
from a region further to the east than is often seen.
Andrew Brown, Sam Moorhead and Sally Worrell

KENT-877D5A
Silver quinarius of the Gallic
Sequani from Barham, Kent.

HAMP-28D003
Copper-alloy Gallic semis à
l’aigle of the Lexovii from the
Lisieux region, Normandy
(France), dating to c.50–40
BC. It was found on Hayling
Island, Hampshire, and is the
first example of this type
recorded by the PAS.

BH-4FAE3D
From Cholsey, Oxfordshire,
was discovered a complete
and so-far unparalleled Late
Iron Age cast copper-alloy pin,
with its distinctive ‘swan’s
neck’ curve between head and
shaft. The head is decorated
with paired ring-and-dot
motifs on its flat faces and
hatching on its sides, visible
despite wear to the object.

GLO-FD3948
Late Iron Age copper-alloy
mount, probably a vessel
fitting, found at Sodbury,
Gloucestershire. The snout
and high crest identify it as a
boar, a favoured symbol of
virile potency and aggression
in Iron Age art.
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OXON-EC1A44
Cast copper-alloy
‘Soissons Eye Boar’ potin
of the Gallic Suessiones
from the Aisne and Oise
regions of modern-day
France, dating to c.60–20
BC. It was found at
Knitbury, Berkshire.
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Roman
AD 43–410

Roman finds dominate the PAS database, with 21,453 items being
recorded this year (so almost 45% of the dataset), of which almost
9,000 in 2020 were coins. These finds represent every part of
Roman life, including religion, dress, cooking and eating,
manufacture, commerce and trade. Highlighted here are just a few
examples that provide only a glimpse into the period.
Opulent living

A striking cast copper-alloy object from Old Basing, Hampshire
(SUR-77CBD4), consist of a flat strip with a sheath for an iron rod
behind and a convex applique or mask in front. Modelled in high
relief, the mask takes the form of the face of Oceanus, in the Roman
imagination both the divine parent of all watercourses and the
setting for the island of Britannia. He stares wide-eyed from a face
formed by seaweed fronds and framed by curling locks within which
marine life frolics. The applique may once have served as a
furniture mount, since Oceanus occasionally joins the repertoire of
Bacchic motifs which decorate costly household objects.
Mysterious religious offerings

Found near Ampleforth, North Yorkshire (YORYM-870B0E), was
discovered a group of copper-alloy objects likely to be a votive
deposit. A hollow bust with stylised features like those of 2ndcentury emperors resembles the sceptre tips known from Roman
priestly regalia assemblages from southern Britain. The horse and
rider figurine is a probable offering in the form of Mars as an
equestrian deity, a common manifestation of this god. The presence
of the key handle in the shape of horse forelimbs may be explicable
as a substitute for animal sacrifice, while the plumb bob from a
surveyor’s instrument may have been offered from equipment used
to demarcate a sacred space. These items have now been acquired
by the Yorkshire Museum for all to enjoy.

SUR-77CBD4
Copper-alloy and iron
furniture fitting from Old
Basing, Hampshire.
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YORYM-870B0E
Copper-alloy bust
from near Ampleforth,
North Yorkshire.

YORYM-870B0E
Copper-alloy horse and
rider figurine from near
Ampleforth, North Yorkshire.
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Last Roman emperor of Britain

The emperor Honorius (r.395–423) withdrew many Roman troops
from Britain after AD 402, so as to help deal with a Gothic invasion
of Italy. This resulted in Britain being less protected and in a state of
unrest. The remaining garrison responded by electing a new leader,
Constantine III (r.407–11) - an auspicious name for a British emperor,
as Constantine I had been illegally made emperor in Britain a
century earlier! However, he took the remaining army to the
Continent to establish control of Gaul and Spain. We are told by the
historian Zosimus that the disgruntled Britons then expelled the
Roman administration in around AD 409, finally cutting official
links with the Empire. Constantine, himself, failed to take Italy and
after his surrender to Honorius was executed in AD 411. Coins of
Constantine III were struck in small quantity and so are rare finds
- there were just two amongst the 15,234 coins of the Hoxne Hoard
(Suffolk). A gold solidus from Old Buckenham, Norfolk (SF-C0305E) is
only the second coin recorded as a single find with the PAS, along
with a silver siliqua from Lavenham, Suffolk (SF-DAC220).
Sally Worrell, Andrew Brown and Sam Moorhead

BH-56A298
Silver denarius of the
Roman Civil Wars (68-69),
Spanish mint, found in
Flamstead, Hertfordshire.
Anonymous issues of the
Civil Wars like this are rare
as PAS finds, with fewer
than 30 single coins being
recorded.

OXON-4391B5
Incomplete weight from
Alvescot, Oxfordshire, in
the form of a head of the
god Jupiter. It is wellpreserved and finely
modelled, with loop above
for suspension from a
steelyard and lead core
within its copper-alloy skin.

SF-C0305E
Gold solidus of Constantine
III from Old Buckenham,
Norfolk.
YORYM-98A607
Complete, but broken, gold
finger-ring from Little
Weighton, East Yorkshire. Its
cameo setting, a rare find for
Britain, bears a draped
female portrait copying that
of the empress Faustina II
(r.120-75/6), wife of Marcus
Aurelius. The ring is an early
3rd-century type.

24

25

Early Medieval
AD 410–1066

Finds of early medieval date are not common - with only 1,419 (so just
less than 3% of the total dataset) being recorded in 2020 - and therefore
are important to record. Most tend to be dress accessories (such as
brooches, strap-ends and buckles) or coins, but also horse-gear fittings
are numerous, including stirrup-strap mounts and bridle-bits. Many
are also decorated and can be well-crafted providing important insights
into trade and cultural connections.

LIN-490483
Copper-alloy die stamp for
making gold Pressblech foils
to decorate other objects; it
shows an interlace pattern in
so-called Style II. The die
was found at Whittington,
Staffordshire, and dates to
the late 6th to 7th century.

Busted brooches

It is common for early medieval brooches to be found broken and/or
fragmentary, often because they have been damaged by ploughing.
Important examples discovered this year include a ‘florid cruciform’
brooch, dating to 475–550 (LIN-E053AB), and a ‘great square headed’
brooch, of 500–525 (LIN-DBB8FA), found at Cammeringham,
Lincolnshire; both were broken and incomplete, helping to identify a
new cemetery site (see page 12). Indeed, it is unlikely that such highquality brooches would commonly be casual losses (given they were
found in one place and in such good condition, especially in terms of
wear), so are indicative of human burials also being found. As such the
further recovery of more objects from such sites raises a number of
ethical considerations (see page 10) that need addressing, as well as how
to deal with the costs of archaeological excavation.
KENT-EFA7B9
Silver penny of ‘plumed bird’
type, Series E, found at
Lyminge, Kent.

LEIC-D0ED85
Silver chatelaine (a hanger
for cosmetic implements, or
similar) decorated with an
ornate bird. It was found at
Newport, Isle of Wight, and
dates to the 6th or 7th
century and is Merovingian
(Continental) in style.

YORYM-C40725
Silver penny of King
Eadberht of Northumbria
(r.737–58) found at Cottam,
East Yorkshire.

North Sea traders

Finds of early silver pennies, often called sceattas, give a glimpse into the
vibrant trade networks of the southern North Sea and English Channel
around 670–750. Discoveries made in 2020 include a Series X struck at
the port of Ribe (Denmark) found at Offley, Hertfordshire (BH76972E), and a ‘plumed bird’ type of Series E from Lyminge, Kent
(KENT-EFA7B9), minted in the Rhine mouths area of the
Netherlands, probably at either of the ports of Dorestad or Domburg.
Many types were also issued in England: a Series H found on the Isle of
Wight (IOW-C379B5) had not travelled far from its likely mint at the
port of Hamwic (Southampton), and an example in the name of King
Eadberht of Northumbria (r.737–58) from Cottam, East Yorkshire
(YORYM-C40725), marks the northern edge of this coin-using North
Sea zone. Finds like these have helped archaeologists and numismatists
better understand the complexities of trade in the long coastal zone
from Denmark to Northumbria.
Michael Lewis and John Naylor

WMID-E521A8
Silver fish-like creature of
unknown function, but could
have been attached to a
cord, or from a drinking-horn
fitting or similar, or even the
handle of a manuscript
pointer. It has been dated to
the 9th or early 10th century
and was found at Hamstall
Ridware, Staffordshire.
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LIN-E053AB
Gilt copper-alloy florid
cruciform (three knobs would
have been joined from its
head) brooch from
Cammeringham, Lincolnshire.

LIN-DBB8FA
Gilt copper-alloy great square
headed brooch from
Cammeringham, Lincolnshire.
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Medieval
AD 1066–1540

Finds dating to the Middle Ages accounted for more than 20% of the
data recorded by the PAS in 2020 - 9,681 items, representing all parts
of medieval life. Inevitably these finds are mostly metal, of which
hammered coins are a large part (almost 3,500 of them), but also
includes 800 fragments of medieval ceramics and a small quantity of
medieval stone. In terms of quality, these finds vary considerably, both
highlighting the wealth of the elite and those of the lower social
echelons; indeed, the poorest probably did not leave anything for
detectorists to find, and much other material was likely recycled.
Medieval piety

LIN-74ACFC
Copper-alloy book clasp from
Belchford, Lincolnshire.

LEIC-D0B01B
Silver brooch from Edlington
with Wispington, Lincolnshire.

An intriguing aspect of medieval material culture is that (seemingly)
everyday objects have upon them religious inscriptions. Often these
are abbreviated prayers, most commonly the Ave Maria (Hail Mary), as
on the hoop of a relatively simple 13th- to 14th-century gold fingerring from Temple Guiting, Gloucestershire (GLO-FA2F18). Similarly,
a copper-alloy book clasp from Belchford, Lincolnshire (LIN74ACFC), of 14th to 15th century date, has as upon it the
Christogram ‘IHC’ (an alternative of IHS) in black letter (Gothic)
script, composed from the first three letters of ‘Christ’ in Greek; it
might be imagined this was from a prayer book or similar, given the
popularity of Books of Hours at this time. These inscriptions contrast
with the longer, more personal, one on a silver annular brooch
(missing its pin) dating to the 13th or 14th century from Edlington
with Wispington, Lincolnshire (LEIC-D0B01B), reading (in Middle
English) ‘Eleanor, to have God always in your heart is everything /
only keeping while thy life might last’; the prayer is on both sides of
the brooch, so presumably the first part would have been on show, the
rest being between God and Eleanor, the brooch owner.
Badges of St Thomas of Canterbury

2020 marked the 850th anniversary of the dramatic murder of
Archbishop Thomas (Becket), on 29 December 1170, by four knights
loyal to King Henry II. It was an event that shocked Christendom,
and which propelled the martyrdom site and Thomas’ shrine in
Canterbury Cathedral as one of the most important pilgrimage
destinations in Europe. Pilgrim souvenirs of St Thomas are relatively
frequent discoveries, displaying great variety in form and design. Most
common are badges of Thomas’s bust (seemingly based on a reliquary
that held part of the saint’s skull), but a couple of finds recorded in
2020 stand out. One is an incomplete badge from the Thames
foreshore, City of London (LON-CA802D), that once would have
shown Thomas riding a horse; this alludes to Becket riding in triumph
from Sandwich to Canterbury upon return from exile, about a month
before his murder. The other is an ampulla, for carrying holy water (or
oil), that was also found on the Thames foreshore, but at Sands End
(SUR-8124A7). This shows Becket enthroned (on one side) and
roundels (on the other) that may have once depicted events in
St Thomas’ life. Together these finds highlight a medieval fascination
with Thomas’s cult - one that still endures to this day.

SUR-8124A7
Lead-alloy ampulla of
St Thomas from Sands End,
Greater London

LON-CA802D
Lead-alloy badge of
St Thomas on horseback
from the City of London.
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The other civil war

KENT-69BC97
Silver penny of King Stephen
from Goodnestone, Kent.

The Wars of the Roses (1455–87) and the English Civil War (1642–51)
are famous periods of strife and warfare in England. The so-called
‘Anarchy’ during the reign of King Stephen (r.1135–54), resulting from
Stephen’s disputed accession to the English throne, was equally
disruptive but is less well known; a two-decade long war ending only
with the 1153 agreement that Henry Plantagenet - the future Henry II
(r.1154–89) - would become king on Stephen’s death. The divisions
and problems caused by the Anarchy are even visible in the coinage
with different factions all issuing their own coins. Those of Stephen
himself are the most common, including a fine example of the
‘Watford type’ - named after a hoard - recorded this year from
Goodnestone, Kent (KENT-69BC97). King David I of Scotland
(r.1124–53) supported Stephen’s rival, the Empress Matilda (1102–67),
his niece and the daughter of Henry I, and he also invaded northern
England to extend his own lands. A penny found at Thorney,
Nottinghamshire (DENO-F05093), was struck at Carlisle during
David’s rule although it is in Stephen’s name; it is the first example of
its type to be recorded by the PAS. Another coin, found at Stalbridge,
Dorset (DEV-E4F8F2), is in the name of William Fitz Robert, Earl of
Gloucester (r.1147-83), another of Matilda’s supporters, which may be
from a previously unrecorded mint.
Michael Lewis and John Naylor

NMS-9AED2F
Enamelled copper-alloy
harness pendant from Upton
with Fishley, Norfolk, that has
been modified as a seal matrix.
Its legend reads + AMOR
VINCIT OMNIA (Love
Conquers All) and dates to the
late 13th or 14th century.
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DEV-E4F8F2
Silver penny of William Fitz
Robert, Earl of Gloucester
from Stalbridge, Dorset.

DEV-F9F085
Gold salut d’or of Henry VI
(r.1422–61) as King of France
(r.1422–53) struck at Auxerre
(France) and found at
Abbotskerswell, Devon. French
coins issued by English kings
are not commonly found in
Britain and this is the first
example in gold to be recorded
by the PAS for King Henry VI.

SWYOR-3BE0A6
Copper-alloy adjustable
candleholder that was found
at East Hardwick, West
Yorkshire. Its spike, tab and
shaft survive, but sadly the
socket (that held the candle) is
missing. It dates to c.1350–
1500 and could have been
owned by someone who
travelled about, such as a
merchant.
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Post-medieval
AD 1540 onwards

The PAS is selective in recorded post-medieval items, but nonetheless
10,829 post-medieval and modern objects and coins were logged in
2020. Generally speaking, the PAS does not record machine-made
objects unless they are of at least local interest, but we would still like
to see them; gold and silver items over 300 years old, as well as coin
hoards, must also be reported under the Treasure Act 1996. Postmedieval finds recorded this year encompass all types with great
variety, though dress accessories and coins dominate.

NMS-E8AA82
Silver cufflink from Weeting,
Norfolk, showing a flaming
heart and arrows.

Weighing the currency

Coin weights have been used for centuries to check that coins were not
underweight as a result of illegal clipping or forgery. In the postmedieval period, coin weights for gold denominations of British and
foreign currency were regularly used and are common finds. A wide
range were recorded by the PAS last year, and they often include a
copy of the coin’s design on them - a weight for a quarter laurel of
King James I (r.1603–25) found at Wyham cum Cadeby, Lincolnshire
(NLM-9D2FE5), is a good example. This square weight shows the
obverse bust design from the coin on one side and a crown over V.S on
the other, the letters showing us the coin was worth five shillings. Coin
weights from Antwerp (modern Belgium) are readily identifiable from
the distinctive hand design on one side and weights were made for a
wide range of European denominations. One recorded last year was
found at Bettiscombe, Dorset (DOR-F47DEB). The hand design is
flanked by the number 76, showing its year of production (1576), and
the letters K and I, the initials of the weight’s maker, although we do
not know who this is. The other side has a crowned shield enclosing
the three fleur-de-lis of France, typical of the French ecu d’or. The
discovery and recording of coin weights helps us to better understand
the circulation of gold coinage - and the various denominations, both
local and foreign issues - even when finds of these coins are quite rare.
NLM-9D2FE5
Copper-alloy coin weight for a
quarter laurel of King James I
found at Wyham cum Cadeby,
Lincolnshire.

NMS-C8D60B
Silver cufflink from Weeting,
Norfolk, probably depicting
Charles II.

LANCUM-B48ABD
Silver cufflink from near
Gisburn, Lancashire, and likely
to be later in date than the
examples above.

Beautiful buttons

17th- to 18th-century silver buttons, some of which formed cufflinks,
are common finds. Frequently discovered are ‘crown and heart’ types,
generally associated with the marriage of Charles II and Catherine of
Braganza in 1662; one found at Weeting, Norfolk (NMS-E8AA82),
shows a flaming heart pierced by two arrows. Also from Weeting is a
cufflink (almost certainly) showing the bust of Charles II (NMSC8D60B), suggesting a date of 1660-85, and from Guestwick, Norfolk
(NMS-7B5EC2), a single button from a cufflink which has upon it the
bust of Queen Anne with the legend ANNA.DE GRA (Anne, by the
Grace of God), and likely dates to 1702-14. Others are much harder to
know when they were made, including a complete cufflink from near
Gisburn, Lancashire (LANCUM-B48ABD), of similar form to many
of the ‘crown and heart’ types, but simply decorated with concentric
rings. This has been dated to c.1725-1800, which is significant as
(unlike the others described) it is not thought to be over 300 years old
(so made before 1721) and therefore not Treasure!
Michael Lewis and John Naylor

DOR-F47DEB
Copper-alloy coin weight for a
French ecu d’or produced in
Antwerp and found at
Bettiscombe, Dorset.
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WREX-B12F26
Lead-alloy figurine, probably a
child’s doll, in the form of a
woman wearing a long dress. This
example from Saighton, Cheshire,
has been linked with another
found at Higher Kinnerton,
Flintshire (LVPL-834150).

BERK-F93AEA
Copper-alloy pendant made
from two Nuremburg
(Germany) jettons, found at
Penton Mewsey, Hampshire.
It seems likely that the object
was manufactured in the
16th century.
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Statistics

Table 1
PAS finds
recorded and
Treasure cases
reported by
geographical
area. 2

Area
Bedfordshire (inc. Luton)
Berkshire
Buckinghamshire (inc. Milton Keynes)
Cambridgeshire (inc. Peterborough)
Cheshire (inc. Warrington & Wirral)
Cornwall (inc. Isles of Scilly)
Cumbria
Derbyshire
Devon (inc. Plymouth & Torbay)
Dorset (inc Bournemouth)
Durham, Co. (inc. Darlington, Gateshead, Hartlepool, South
Tyneside & Sunderland)
Essex
Gloucestershire (inc. Bristol & South Gloucestershire)
Hampshire (inc. Portsmouth)
Herefordshire
Hertfordshire
Isle of Wight
Kent (inc. Medway)
Lancashire (inc. Oldham, Merseyside & Rochdale)
Leicestershire
Lincolnshire (inc. North & North East Lincolnshire)
London, Gtr
Norfolk
Northamptonshire
Northumberland (inc. North Tyneside)
Nottinghamshire
Oxfordshire
Rutland
Shropshire (inc. Telford)
Somerset (inc. Bath & North East Somerset, & North Somerset)
Staffordshire (inc. Stoke-on-Trent, Walsall & Wolverhampton)
Suffolk
Surrey
Sussex (East & West, inc. Brighton)
Warwickshire (inc. Birmingham, Coventry & Solihull)
Wiltshire (inc. Swindon)
Worcestershire
Yorkshire, East
Yorkshire, North (inc. Redcar & Cleveland, & York)
Yorkshire, South
Yorkshire, West
Wales (all counties)
Northern Ireland (all counties)
data not yet available
TOTAL

PAS finds
339
386
694
1,556
316
1,366
350
117
465
538
267

Treasure cases
1
11
29
25
11
3
18
6
34
31
7

639
884
1,795
119
842
329
1,123
496
1,871
4,011
499
5,206
757
146
292
1,722
157
592
2,060
662
4,048
563
706
361
1,618
364
5,584
2,137
629
269
573
0
1,597
49,045

51
30
71
7
11
16
54
10
23
50
5
104
22
10
12
42
5
31
42
27
57
6
18
16
51
15
20
53
10
6
22
0
n/a
1,077

The counties recording the most PAS finds in 2020 were East Yorkshire (5,584 finds), Norfolk (5,206)
and Suffolk (4,048). Most Treasure cases were reported in Norfolk (104), followed by Hampshire (71)
and Suffolk (57).

2
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Data downloaded 4 January 2021.
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Table 2
PAS finds
recorded
(and number
of finders
recording finds)
by recording
institution.

FLO Area
Berkshire (BERK)
Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire (BH)
Buckinghamshire (BUC)
Cambridgeshire (CAM)
Cheshire etc (LVPL)
Cornwall (CORN)
Derbyshire & Nottinghamshire (DENO)
Devon (DEV)
Dorset (DOR)
Durham (DUR)
Essex (ESS)
Gloucestershire (GLO)
Hampshire (HAMP)
Herefordshire & Shropshire (HESH)
Isle of Wight (IOW)
Kent (KENT)
Lancashire & Cumbria (LANCUM)
Leicestershire (LEIC)
Lincolnshire (LIN)
London (LON)
Norfolk (NMS)
Northamptonshire (NARC)
North Lincolnshire (NLM)
Northumberland etc (NCL)
Oxfordshire (OXON)
Somerset (SOM)
Staffordshire & West Midlands (WMID)
Suffolk (SF)
Surrey (SUR)
Sussex (SUSS)
Warwickshire & Worcestershire (WAW)
Wiltshire (WILT)
Yorkshire, North & East (YORYM)
Yorkshire, South & West (SWYOR)
Wales (NMGW etc)
Finds Advisers etc (BM etc)
Public – self recorders (PUBLIC)

PAS finds
583
1,310
274
765
820
1,364
283
850
334
5,316
390
1,003
1,009
532
324
511
908
2,101
1,339
386
4,948
929
2,541
67
1,113
1,756
1,016
4,361
1,898
547
627
1,588
1,132
1,983
1,009
77
3,051

Finders
43
48
30
33
67
20
48
111
62
51
40
84
113
53
48
112
61
71
93
78
177
66
55
19
71
124
131
170
128
48
54
54
95
113
154
21
100

Table 3
PAS finds
recorded by
government
region.4

Average
14
27
9
23
12
68
6
8
5
104
10
12
9
10
7
5
15
30
14
5
75
14
46
4
16
14
8
26
15
11
12
29
12
18
7
4
30

Government Region
North West
North East
Yorkshire
West Midlands
East Midlands
East
South West
South East & London

FLOs (FTE)
2
1.6
3
2.8
5
7.5
4.7
7.2

PAS finds
1,152
412
9,593
2,058
6,050
10,073
6,084
6,920

In 2020, most finds were made in the East (10,073), followed by Yorkshire (9,593) and then the South
East and London (6,920). Although this table shows were finds were discovered not recorded (so
therefore are not necessarily an indicator of the productivity of the region.

Table 4
PAS finds
by period,
where known/
recorded.
Table 5
Method of
discovery,
where known/
recorded.

2020
%

Stone
Age
2,614
5.47

Bronze
Age
828
1.73

Iron Age

Roman

951
1.99

21,453
44.91

EarlyMedieval
medieval
1,419
9,681
2.97
20.26

Postmedieval
10,829
22.67

Roman finds accounted for the highest number (and proportion) of items recorded (44.92%), followed
by those of post-medieval (22.67%), then medieval (20.26%), date.

2020
%

Metaldetecting

Chance find
while metaldetecting

FieldOther chance Controlled
walking/
find/
archaeological
mudlarking gardening
investigation

Building/
agricultural
work

43,707
89.12

957
1.95

3,234
6.60

24
0.05

990
2.02

129
0.26

Over 91% of all PAS finds were found by metal-detectorists - while metal-detecting, spotted by chance
(eyes only) or during archaeological works. The next most common discovery method is through
fieldwalking and mudlarking, accounting for 6.60% of all finds.

Table 6
Findspot
precision.

In 2020, finds made by at least 2,846 finders were logged onto the PAS database, though a greater
number of people would have shown finds to Finds Liaison Officers (FLOs) that were not recorded. This
(lesser total) gives an average of 17 recordable finds per finder.

4 fig

6 fig

8 fig

10 fig

12 fig

2020

563

8344

6347

31,629

6

%

1.20

17.79

13.54

67.46

0.01

Over 98% of completed PAS finds records in 2020 had at least a 6-figure NGR (National Grid
Reference - precise to 100m), with over 81% having at least an 8-figure NGR.

The institutions recording the most finds in 2020 were Durham (5,316 finds),3 Norfolk (4,948) and
Suffolk (4,361). A further 3,051 were recorded by 100 self-recorders – detectorists given training to
record their own finds. FLOs liaising with the most finders were in Norfolk (177 finders), Suffolk (170)
and Staffordshire & West Midlands (131). PAS Wales recorded finds made by 154 individual finders.

Table 7
Land use,
where known/
recorded.

Land use

2020

%

Cultivated land

29,769

93.29

Grassland/heathland

524

1.64

Woodland

111

0.35

Coastland

234

0.73

Open fresh water/wetlands

453

1.42

Other

821

2.57

Over 93% of finds (where land use was recorded) were discovered on cultivated land, where they are
vulnerable to agricultural damage and natural corrosion processes.
Michael Lewis and Ian Richardson

3
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 hough this total includes a hoard of
T
4,700 Roman coins from Langtoft,
East Yorkshire (DUR-04F54C).

4

 his is based on where the finds are made
T
and does not include PUBLIC records.
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Portable Antiquities Scheme partners

Finds Liaison Officers’ contacts

Amgueddfa Cymru –
National Museum Wales

Lancashire Museums
(Lancashire County Council)

The Salisbury Museum

Ashmolean Museum (University of Oxford)

Leeds Museums & Galleries
(Leeds City Council)

University of Nottingham Museum

Barnsley Museums
(Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council)

Tullie House Museum & Art Gallery

Leicester City Council

Verulamium Museum
(St Albans City & District Council)

Berkshire Archaeology
(Reading Borough Council)

Leicestershire County Council

Yorkshire Museum (York Museums Trust)

Lincolnshire County Council

Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery
(Birmingham Museums Trust)

Manchester Museum
(University of Manchester)

Wakefield Museums & Castles
(Wakefield Council)

Borough Council of Wellingborough

Market Hall Museum
(Warwickshire County Council)

Bradford Museums & Galleries
(Bradford Metropolitan District Council)
Bristol Museum & Art Gallery
(Bristol City Council)
Cadw
Calderdale Museums (Calderdale
Metropolitan Borough Council)
Cambridgeshire County Council
Clywd-Powys Archaeological Trust
Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service
(Colchester Borough Council)
Corby Borough Council
Cornwall Archaeological Unit
(Cornwall Council)
Cornwall Council
Danum Gallery, Library and Museum
(Doncaster Council)
Daventry District Council
Department of Digital, Culture,
Media & Sport
Derbyshire County Council
Derby Museums
Devon County Council
Discover Bucks Museum
Dorset Council
Durham County Council
Dyfed Archaeological Trust
East Sussex County Council
Great North Museum (Newcastle)
Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust
Gloucestershire County Council
Gwynedd Archaeological Trust

Welsh Government: Culture & Sport
Division
West Berkshire Council

Milton Keynes Council

West Cheshire Museums

Museum of Cornish Life
Museum of London

West Midlands Archaeological Collections
Research Unit

Museums Sheffield

West Northamptonshire Council

Museums Worcestershire

West Sussex County Council

National Museums Liverpool

West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory
Service

New Forest National Park Authority
Norfolk Historic Environment Service
(Norfolk County Council)
Norfolk Museums Service
(Norfolk County Council)

Winchester City Council
Wiltshire Archaeological & Natural History
Society
Wiltshire Museum

Northampton Borough Council

Wycombe Museum

Wrexham County Borough Museum

North Northamptonshire Council

Nottinghamshire County Council
Oxfordshire Museums Service
(Oxfordshire County Council)
Peterborough City Museum & Art Gallery
(Peterborough City Council)
Potteries Museum & Art Gallery
(Stoke-on-Trent City Council)
Rotherham Museums & Galleries
(Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council)
Royal Albert Memorial Museum
(Exeter City Council)
Rutland County Museum
(Rutland County Council)
Sheffield Museums Trust

Portable Antiquities Advisory Group
Amgueddfa Cymru –
National Museum Wales
Association of Local Government
Archaeological Officers
Council for British Archaeology
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

Federation of Independent Detectorists

Institute of Archaeology
(University College London)

Surrey County Council

Kirklees Museums & Galleries
(Kirklees Council)

38

National Farmers Union

Suffolk County Council

The British Museum
The Collection Lincoln

Helen Fowler
+44 (0)1223 728571
helen.fowler@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Ian Bass & Alex Whitlock
+44 (0)7557 030768 / +44 (0)7814 296173
ian.bass@lancashire.gov.uk/
alex.whitlock@lancashire.gov.uk

Cheshire, Greater Manchester & Merseyside

Leicestershire & Rutland

Heather Beeton
+44 (0)151 478 4259
heather.beeton@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk

Megan Gard
+44 (0)1572 758131
mgard@rutland.gov.uk

Cornwall

Lincolnshire

Tasha Fullbrook
+44 (0)1326 564027
finds@museumofcornishlife.co.uk

Lisa Brundle
+44 (0)1522 552361
lisa.brundle@lincolnshire.gov.uk

Derbyshire & Nottinghamshire

London

Meghan King
+44 (0)1332 641903
meghan@derbymuseums.org

Stuart Wyatt
+44 (0)20 7814 5733
swyatt@museumoflondon.org.uk

Devon & Somerset

Norfolk

Lucy Shipley & Maria Kneafsey
+44 (0)7398 455972 / +44 (0)1823 347457 /
finds@swheritage.org.uk

Helen Geake, Garry Crace &
Andrew Williams
+44 (0)1362 869294 / 869289
helen.geake@norfolk.gov.uk
garry.crace@norfolk.gov.uk
andrew.williams@norfolk.gov.uk

Cambridgeshire

Benjamin Westwood
+44 (0)3000 267011
benjamin.westwood@durham.gov.uk

The British Museum

The Box Plymouth (Plymouth City Council)

Lancashire & Cumbria

Durham

South Yorkshire Archaeology Service

Kettering Borough Council

Jo Ahmet
+44 (0)3000 410053
flo@kent.gov.uk

Institute of Archaeology
(University College London)

Hull & East Riding Museum
(Hull City Council)

Kent County Council

Kent

Arwen Wood
+44 (0)1296 325227
+44 (0)7955 430589
finds@buckscountymuseum.org

Historic England

Society for Museum Archaeology

Swindon Museum & Art Gallery
(Swindon Borough Council)

Buckinghamshire

Ciorstaidh Hayward Trevarthen
+44 (0)1305 228254
finds@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

South West Heritage Trust

Sussex Archaeological Society

Lewis Ferrero
+44 (0)1983 821000 ext 5866
lewis.ferrero@iow.gov.uk

Dorset

Royal Commission on the Ancient &
Historical Monuments of Wales

Isle of Wight Council

Isle of Wight

Matthew Fittock
+44 (0)1727 819379
matthew.fittock@stalbans.gov.uk

Department for Digital, Culture,
Media & Sport

Southampton Museums
(Southampton City Council)

Herefordshire Museum Service
(Herefordshire Council)

Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire

Teresa Gilmore & Victoria Allnatt
+44 (0)121 348 8225 / +44 (0)7766 925351 /
+44 (0)7518 530904
teresa.gilmore@birminghammuseums.org.uk
victoria.allnatt@birminghammuseums.org.uk

Country Land & Business Association

National Council of Metal Detecting

Hampshire Cultural Trust

Staffordshire & West Midlands

Peter Reavill
+44 (0)1743 254748
peter.reavill@shropshire.gov.uk

Arts Council England

Shropshire Museums Service
(Shropshire Council)

Hampshire County Council

Herefordshire & Shropshire

Philip Smither
+44 (0)1635 519397
philip.smither1@westberks.gov.uk

Wiltshire Council

North Lincolnshire Museum
(North Lincolnshire Council)

Nottingham Museums
(Nottingham City Council)

Berkshire

PAS Cymru Advisory Board (Wales)
Amgueddfa Cymru –
National Museum Wales
Cadw
The British Museum
Welsh Government: Culture and Sport
Division

Essex

Carolina Lima
+44 (0)1206 282931 / +44 (0)7717 676518
carolina.lima@colchester.gov.uk
Gloucestershire & Avon

Kurt Adams
+44 (0)117 922 2613
kurt.adams@bristol.gov.uk
Hampshire

Jenny Durrant / Simon Maslin
+44 (0)1962 678180
flo@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

Suffolk

Anna Booth & Philip Hughes
+44 (0)1284 741241 / 741312
anna.booth@suffolk.gov.uk
phil.hughes@suffolk.gov.uk
Surrey

Simon Maslin
+44 (0)1483 404999 / +44 (0)7968 832740
simon.maslin@surreycc.gov.uk
Sussex

Jane Clark
+44 (0)1273 405731
flo@sussexpast.co.uk
Warwickshire & Worcestershire

Susheela Burford
+44 (0)1299 250416
susheela.burford@worcestershire.gov.uk
Wiltshire

Sophie Hawke
+44 (0)1722 332151
pas@salisburymuseum.org.uk
Yorkshire (North & East)

Rebecca Griffiths
+44 (0)1904 687668
rebecca.griffiths@ymt.org.uk
Yorkshire (South & West)

Amy Downes
+44 (0)113 535 0173
amy.downes@wyjs.org.uk
Wales

Northamptonshire

Ellie Cox
+44 (0)1604 367249
eleanore.cox@westnorthants.gov.uk
Newcastle & Northumberland

Andrew Agate
+44 (0)191 208 5031
andrew.agate@twmuseums.org.uk
North Lincolnshire

Martin Foreman
+44 (0)1724 297055
martin.foreman@northlincs.gov.uk

Adelle Bricking, Mark Lodwick,
George Whatley & Susie White
+44 (0)2920 573226 / +44 (0)1978 297466
adelle.bricking@museumwales.ac.uk
mark.lodwick@museumwales.ac.uk
george.whatley@museumwales.ac.uk
susie.white@museumwales.ac.uk
Jersey

+44 (0)1534 833141
Perry Mesney
perry.mesney@jerseyheritage.org

Oxfordshire

PAS Central Unit (British Museum)

Edward Caswell
+44 (0)1865 300557
edward.caswell@oxfordshire.gov.uk

+44 (0)20 7323 8611
mlewis@britishmuseum.org
Treasure (British Museum)

+44 (0)20 7323 8243/8546
treasure@britishmuseum.org
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For further information about the
Portable Antiquities Scheme or the
Treasure Act 1996, visit finds.org.uk
Learning and National
Partnerships
The British Museum
Great Russell Street
London WC1B 3DG
mlewis@britishmuseum.org
+44 (0)20 7323 8611
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