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British Museum

Foreword I am delighted to introduce the PAS annual report for 2016, which  
once again has been a very exciting and busy year for the Scheme and  
its partners.

2016 marked the 20th anniversary of the Treasure Act 1996, which 
was implemented the following year – the 2017 PAS annual report will 
feature our celebrations of this occasion. An incredible number of 
Treasure finds have been acquired by museums and there have been 
major advancements in our knowledge of the past through 
archaeological finds discovered by the public and recorded with the 
PAS. I would therefore like to thank all those who have submitted 
finds for recording with the Scheme in the last year, especially those 
who have developed the skills to record their own finds on the PAS 
database through the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) funded project 
PASt Explorers: finds recording in the local community.

The PAS is a partnership project, with the British Museum and the 
National Museum Wales working with local partners to advance the 
Scheme’s aims. All the Finds Liaison Officers and two of the Finds 
Advisers (in England) are hosted and employed by local partners, and 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those involved with 
the delivery of the PAS, as well as its advisory groups and other 
stakeholders. Through the PAS Strategy 2020, and its various working 
groups, we are committed to take the Scheme forward and ensure it 
continues to thrive, in order to advance knowledge, involve local 
people in archaeology, and tell the stories of past communities.

Besides the local partners, who contribute both in cash and in kind to 
the PAS, there are others who have generously supported the Scheme. 
As mentioned above, the HLF has graciously funded PASt Explorers, 
which has enabled many people to develop the skills and expertise to 
work alongside the FLOs and other PAS staff as volunteers. This 
contribution, and the dedication of the volunteers, has been enormous. 
The Headley Trust has once again funded PAS interns, providing an 
amazing opportunity for archaeology graduates to develop finds 
identification and recording skills. I would also like to thank the 
generosity of Graham and Joanna Barker, who have supported the 
PAS with extra funding for local partners, especially (but not 
exclusively) in the north of England. In the current climate of reduced 
funding for local government, this support has been essential in 
maintaining a national scheme, and it will be important for the PAS 
to seek further funding to advance its work at both the national and 
local level. 

A recent achievement has been a revision of the Code of Practice for 
Responsible Metal Detecting in England and Wales, which has been 
agreed by the main archaeological, metal-detecting and landowner 
organisations. The Code provides an opportunity for individual 
finders to demonstrate how, if undertaken responsibly, metal-detecting 
can add value to archaeology, and lead to a better understanding of 
the past. Similarly, the PAS is working with recording schemes in 
northern Europe, especially through the North Sea Area Finds 
Recording Group, to share expertise on finds recording, best practice 
and public engagement, to advance pan-European research on the 
value of public finds for understanding the past. It is certainly an 
exciting era, and one that I hope will prove extremely fruitful. 

Image to come

Jamie Bird helping 
archaeologists survey 
the site of an Anglo-
Saxon burial he 
discovered (page 11).
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Key points IntroductionThe PAS in 2016

•  81,914 finds were recorded; a total of 1,303,504 on the PAS 
database (finds.org.uk/database) to date.

• Almost 88% of finds were discovered by metal-detectorists. 

• 90% of finds were found on cultivated land, where they are 
susceptible to plough damage and artificial and natural corrosion. 

• 99% of PAS finds were recorded to the nearest 100m (a 6-figure 
NGR), the minimum requirement for findspot information for 
Historic Environment Records. 

• New sites discovered through finds recorded by the PAS include a 
rural Roman farmstead in Shropshire, an Anglo-Saxon cemetery 
in East Yorkshire, and a medieval kiln in Cumbria. 

• Currently 740 researchers have full access to PAS data, and there 
are 10,633 registered users in total. 

• To date, PAS data has been used in 599 research projects, 
including 25 pieces of large-scale research and 125 PhDs. 

• 326,502 unique visitors visited the PAS websites and database, 
making 652,079 visits and 5,777,326 page requests. 

• Publications associated with the work of the PAS include reports in 
Britannia, Medieval Archaeology and Post-Medieval Archaeology.  

• Over 524 outreach events took place, including talks, finds days 
and exhibitions. These were attended by at least 32,569 adults and 
2,699 children in museum across the country. 

• Finds Liaison Officers had regular contact with 114 metal-
detecting clubs, attending 502 club meetings.

The Treasure Act 1996 in 2016

• 1,120 Treasure cases were reported, the largest number ever in a 
single year. It is hoped that many of these will be acquired by 
museums for public benefit. 

• 96% of Treasure finds were found by metal-detectorists. 

• Important new finds include five gold Iron Age torcs from 
Leekfrith, Staffordshire (2016 T1037), an Anglo-Saxon pendant 
from Binbrook, Lincolnshire (2016 T212) and 914 gold sovereigns 
found in a piano in Bishop’s Castle, Shropshire (2016 T969).

98 parties waived their right to a reward in 57 Treasure cases  
reported in 2015; this figure is likely to increase as cases are 
completed.1 Donations included Bronze Age basket ornaments from 
Whitchurch, Hampshire (2015 T72), a medieval piedfort from 
Kenninhall, Norfolk (2015 T108), and a 17th-century vervel from 
Wiveton, Norfolk (2015 T629).
 

 1  This is the latest year for which figures are compiled.

Anglo-Saxon pendant from 
Binbrook, Lincolnshire  
(2016 T212).

The PAS is 
delivered through 
a network of  local 
partners who are 
crucial to the 
Scheme’s success.

Portable antiquities
The Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) records archaeological finds 
found by the public, to advance knowledge, tell the stories of past 
communities and further public interest in the past. It is a partnership 
project, managed by the British Museum in England and the National 
Museum Wales (in Wales), working with at least 119 national and local 
partners across England and Wales.

The PAS consists of 40 locally based Finds Liaison Officers (FLOs), 
covering England and Wales, whose job it is to record archaeological 
finds by liaising with finders. This work is co-ordinated by a Central 
Unit (based at the British Museum) of two others, and five period 
specialists (three based elsewhere). Additionally, four posts are 
employed as part of the project PASt Explorers: finds recording in the local 
community, which is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. In 2016, 202 
volunteers (including 102 self-recorders) and 13 Headley Trust interns 
also contributed to the work of the PAS.

The PAS is funded through the Department for Digital, Culture, 
Media & Sport’s (DCMS) grant in aid to the British Museum, with 
local partner contributions. Its work is guided by the Portable 
Antiquities Advisory Group, whose membership includes leading 
archaeological, landowner and metal-detecting organisations.

The PAS has five strategic goals, which are being taken forward by 
‘working groups’ that include PAS staff and local managers, national 
and local partners, as well as other interested parties:
• Advance archaeological knowledge, to tell the stories of past 

peoples and the places where they lived.
• Share archaeological knowledge, so that people might learn more 

about the past, and the archaeology and history of their local area.
• Promote best archaeological practice by finders, so that the past is 

preserved for future generations to learn about and enjoy.
• Support museum acquisitions of archaeological finds, so that these 

discoveries can be saved for future generations, and enjoyed by 
local people.

• Provide the PAS with long-term sustainability, so that 
archaeological finds found by the public can continue to rewrite 
our history.

Treasure Act 1996
Under the Treasure Act (finds.org.uk/treasure) finders have a legal 
obligation to report finds of potential Treasure to the local coroner in 
the district in which they were found. The success of the Act is only 
possible though the work of the PAS – its staff advise finders of their 
legal obligations, provide advice on the process and write Treasure 
reports for coroners.

The Act allows a national or local museum to acquire Treasure for 
public benefit. If this happens a reward is paid, which is normally 
shared equally between the finder and landowner. Parties may waive 
their right to a reward, enabling museums to acquire finds at reduced 
or no cost. Rewards are fixed at the full market value, determined by 
the Secretary of State upon the advice of an independent panel of 
experts, the Treasure Valuation Committee (TVC). The 
administration of the Treasure process takes place at the British 
Museum and involves the preparation of Treasure cases for coroners’ 
inquests, providing the secretariat for the TVC, and handling 
disclaimed cases and the payment of rewards.
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Outreach and 
research

The PAS is a partnership 
project which meets with local 
people and records their finds 
to better understand the past.

Distribution of Polden Hill brooches 
recorded by the PAS.

The primary aim of the Portable Antiquities Scheme is to record 
archaeological finds to advance knowledge. This is achieved by 
meeting local people and recording their discoveries, but also through 
other educational and outreach work. The PAS benefits from being a 
partnership project, working with museums and other institutions 
across England and Wales to deliver its aims and objectives, and 
involving all in archaeology. 

Advancing archaeological knowledge
The PAS online database (finds.org.uk/database) is a unique dataset, 
helping to transform our understanding of the past. Studies have 
shown that these data complement those resulting from traditional 
methods of archaeological excavation and survey, helping to shed new 
light on finds, as well as sites of human occupation. 

‘The PAS has resulted in a dramatic leap in archaeological knowledge. In 
the last 20 years archaeology has been revolutionised by two things – first 
the incorporation of archaeological investigation within the planning system, 
and second the PAS. Arguably, the two resultant flows of information have 
been largely complementary, with development-led archaeology telling us 
more about the typical and commonplace, and the PAS often telling us 
about the exceptional and extraordinary.’ 
Steve Trow, Director of Research, Historic England

The Polden Hill brooch research project
The PAS was awarded the Council for British Archaeology West 
Midlands’ Annual Grant Award to carry out research on Roman 
Polden Hill brooches. There are over 2,600 brooches of this type 
recorded by the PAS, of which 43% were found in the West Midlands. 
The research, carried out by Sally Worrell (PAS Finds Adviser), will 
contribute to understanding Roman costume and its regional 
variability, and will also highlight the PAS as an important resource 
for archaeological research. The results of this research are also being 
presented by the West Midlands FLOs to local metal-detecting groups 
to show what can be learnt from the finds they offer for recording. 
Further study is continuing thanks to a grant from the Roman Finds 
Group to study Polden Hill brooches in the South West.  

Understanding Bronze Age Metalwork in South West England
Matt Knight (University of Exeter) is working with local FLOs as he 
completes his PhD on ‘The Deliberate Destruction of Bronze Age 
Metalwork in South West England’. He is studying collections of 
Bronze Age metalwork in local and national museums, as well as finds 
recorded through the PAS, to better understand prehistoric practices. 
As part of this work Matt is testing the properties of Bronze Age 
weapons and tools, through using faithfully cast replicas and 
experiments in their destruction based on evidence seen on PAS 
material. These have been used for educational purposes and have 
also been exhibited with the original objects in museum displays. His 
ongoing research can be followed at alifeinfragments.wordpress.com

‘The material recovered through the PAS has greatly increased the number 
of Bronze Age objects known from my study region. The opportunity to 
study individual artefacts in the local and national museums alongside 
FLOs has heightened the diversity and quality of my research, and also 
enabled me to produce accurate replicas that have subsequently been used for 
academic and educational purposes.’ 
Matt Knight, Student, Exeter University

(WAW-A0CC93).
Polden Hill brooch from Warwickshire.
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Matt Knight testing the strength of a replica 
Bronze Age sword.

A PASt Explorers lithics training 
day in Taunton, Somerset.

North Sea Area Finds Recording Group
2016 saw the finds recording schemes in Denmark (DIME), England 
(PAS), Flanders (MEDEA) and the Netherlands (PAN) come together 
to form the North Sea Area Finds Recording Group. In due course, 
other areas are expected to join, including Finland, Scotland and 
areas of Germany. The aim of the Group is to share expertise and 
experiences in terms of recording and researching archaeological 
finds made by the public.

‘This year marks an important one for responsible metal-detecting in 
north-west Europe. PAN and its European colleagues are working together 
to ensure the registration and recording of public finds, for the benefit of 
research, heritage and public participation in archaeology.’
Dr Stijn Heeren, Co-ordinator, Portable Antiquities of the 
Netherlands (PAN)

Sharing archaeological knowledge
Through its partnerships with local museums and other heritage 
organisations, the PAS and its FLOs reach out to people to highlight 
the importance of recording archaeological finds discovered by the 
public. PASt Explorers: finds recording in the local community, funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, is providing new opportunities for people to 
volunteer with the PAS, learn about archaeological finds and get 
involved in archaeology. In 2016, FLOs used a variety of methods to 
share knowledge about the past and encourage public participation.  
 
Coin study days
It is mostly through PASt Explorers that the PAS provides training for 
volunteers, including finders who wish to record their own finds. Some 
PAS training sessions, however, are aimed at those already within the 
profession. An example was the coin study day for Council for British 
Archaeology (Wessex) members, organised by Katie Hinds 
(Hampshire FLO) and David Allen (Curator of Archaeology), both 
employed by Hampshire Cultural Trust. This involved a series of 
presentations looking at coins through time, interspersed with 
practical, hands-on sessions. The idea was to give handy tips for 
identification as well as some background to the change of coin design 
over time. 

Mick Aston’s Young Archaeologists
FLOs support local archaeological community groups through talks 
and training sessions, which can include groups for young people. 
Laura Burnett (Somerset FLO) organised a session for the newly 
formed Mick Aston’s Young Archaeologists. The aim was to 
encourage the children to understand the value of ‘archaeological 
finds’, how they help us learn about the past, and how archaeologists 
record them. Laura and the children discussed the different ways that 
archaeological finds can be categorised, and together created a 
timeline to gain a sense of chronology and understand which periods 
were most productive.  

‘It was a great introductory session for our members as it got them to think 
about different periods in the past and how objects that they would come 
across in future sessions, or see in museums, might fit into that.’ 
Liz Caldwell, MAYA Group Leader and CBA’s Community 
Archaeologist of the Year 2016

Part of a cheekpiece from a Roman 
helmet, found at Zwammerdam, and 
recorded with Portable Antiquities 
of the Netherlands (PAN).

Mick Aston’s Young Archaeologists with their 
timeline of archaeological objects. 

Finding Treasure: an evening of poetry and archaeology 
Twelve poets joined Jean Atkin (writer/poet) and Peter Reavill 
(Herefordshire & Shropshire FLO) in a series of workshops held at the 
Museum Resource Centre, Ludlow. These explored some of the finds 
from the Welsh Marches giving direct access to the everyday objects 
recorded by the PAS. The poets set to their work with enthusiasm and 
produced characterful pieces, which were subsequently read to an 
attentive audience in the upstairs rooms of a pub in Ludlow – ‘Finding 
Treasure: an evening of poetry and archaeology’. This event allowed 
poets to read their work in front of images of the finds that inspired 
them, the object first being introduced by Peter. 

Promoting best archaeological practice
If practised responsibly, as outlined in the Code of Practice for Responsible 
Metal Detecting in England and Wales, metal-detecting can be beneficial 
to archaeology. Detecting can rescue finds vulnerable to agricultural 
and environmental damage, and bring to light sites otherwise at risk. 
How we ensure metal-detecting can positively impact upon 
archaeology is an ongoing debate, though it is clear the vast majority 
of finders want to pursue their hobby in a way that contributes to our 
knowledge of the past, and that helps preserve in situ archaeology.

Code of Practice for Responsible Metal Detecting
The Portable Antiquities Advisory Group has finished revising the 
Code of Practice for Responsible Metal Detecting in England and Wales (first 
produced in 2006) which has been endorsed by the main 
archaeological, metal-detecting and landowner organisations. It 
provides guidance on best archaeological practice for finders of 
archaeological objects. The Group, as part of the PAS Strategy 2020, 
is now looking how best to acknowledge the work of finders who follow 
best practice and demonstrate an archaeologically minded approach 
to metal-detecting.
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Jamie Bird explaining the 
Anglo-Saxon burial he helped 
find, following excavation.

‘The Code is an important document which sets out a responsible approach 
to metal-detecting and the role it can play in archaeology. We are keen to 
encourage more detectorists to follow the Code so we are now looking at 
ways to recognise their contribution to knowledge.’ 
Dr Mike Heyworth, Director, Council for British Archaeology

Anglo-Saxon grave from Keston
While metal-detecting in a field near Keston, London Borough of 
Bromley, Jamie Bird discovered an Anglo-Saxon (early to mid-6th 
century) shield boss and contacted David Williams (Surrey FLO) for 
guidance. Subsequent excavation by the Surrey County 
Archaeological Unit, funded by Historic England, uncovered the 
burial of a man aged about 35–45. As well as the shield, the man was 
buried with an iron spear and knife and a pair of copper-alloy 
tweezers. Jamie’s collected finds from this field are in the process of 
being recorded onto the PAS database and fieldwalking is being 
considered as Jamie’s finds suggest a larger burial ground.

Recording flint
An increasing number of finders are now recording their own 
material directly onto the PAS database, and many, such as Tom 
Redmayne from Lincolnshire, produce first-rate records. Through 
this process finders take a personal interest in researching and 
recording their own discoveries. The use of handheld GPS is 
allowing findspots of these discoveries to be precisely recorded, 
greatly adding to our knowledge of the sites searched. As part of the 
HLF-funded PASt Explorers project, training is being given on all 
aspects of finds recording, including using the PAS database, finds 
identification and photography. 

Detecting Archaeology
The 2016 PAS conference took place at the Museum of London, and 
asked the question ‘Can metal-detectorists be archaeologists?’ The 
question was designed to be thought provoking, with speakers and 
delegates rising to the challenge. All speakers (both archaeologists and 
detectorists) highlighted the enormous contribution responsible 
metal-detecting could make to archaeology, and advocated that there 
was much benefit for archaeology if archaeologists and detectorists 
worked closely together. In answer to the question, however, opinions 
were divided, though most shared similar aims. 

‘The 2016 PAS conference was well organised and thought provoking.  
The range of speakers was able to highlight the positive contribution 
responsible metal-detecting can make to archaeology, both on known sites 
under excavation and unknown sites discovered in the field. The conclusion 
that responsible detecting is archaeology reinforces the academic 
understanding of our collective past and contributes to the self-worth and 
understanding of the hobbyist.’ 
John Maloney, National Council for Metal Detecting

Supporting museums
All the FLOs have strong links with local museums, many being based 
within a museum environment and working closely with curators and 
other museum staff. Several local museums also have display spaces 
dedicated to local finds recorded through the PAS or reported as 
Treasure. The FLOs are therefore ideally placed to support museum 
acquisition of local finds, and also assist museum staff in interpreting, 
displaying and publicising them.

PUBLIC-C8395E
Mesolithic flint borer from Utterby, 
Lincolnshire, recorded by 
self-recorder Tom Redmayne.
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Volunteers cleaning coins from 
the Bredon Hoard.

Alan Bates viewing the Knutsford Hoard,  
which was displayed in the Cheshire  
Hoards exhibition.

Promoting archaeology through the Bredon Hoard
A hoard of Roman coins was found at Bredon, Worcestershire, by 
metal-detectorists in 2011. Its findspot, excavated by Worcestershire 
Archaeology and Archives Service, was found to be within a 4th-
century building. The hoard was acquired by Museums 
Worcestershire, with an Art Fund Treasure Plus grant enabling 
volunteers to be trained to clean the coins. The grant also enabled 
Debbie Fox, Curator, Museums Worcestershire, and Angie Bolton, 
Worcestershire & Warwickshire FLO, to talk to local history societies 
and metal-detecting clubs using the Bredon Hoard as an example of 
the importance of recording finds, enabling excavations of significant 
finds, and the value of volunteering.

‘Not only being the largest hoard ever found in Worcestershire, having the 
opportunity to examine the previously unknown site through excavation and 
the immense public support and enthusiasm for the hoard, it was obviously 
important for Museums Worcestershire to acquire it.’ 
Deborah Fox, Curator, Museums Worcestershire

Cheshire Hoards exhibition
The Knutsford (LVPL-B44185) and Malpas (LVPL-DFD9E1) hoards 
were discovered by metal-detectorists from Cheshire and were jointly 
acquired by the Museum of Liverpool and Congleton Museum. They 
first went on display during 2016 at the Museum of Liverpool as part 
of the HLF-supported Cheshire Hoards exhibition. Alan Bates, the 
finder of the Knutsford Hoard, kindly agreed to share his story of the 
discovery of the hoard for a video within the exhibition and through 
the Museum of Liverpool website. This also featured Vanessa Oakden 
(Cheshire, Greater Manchester and Merseyside FLO) and Sam 
Moorhead (PAS National Finds Adviser), who discussed the 
significance of the Malpas Hoard. The local Young Archaeologists’ 
Club was also involved in celebrating the finds, having time to interact 
with the objects, and creating Roman brooches and small animations 
inspired by the hoards. Cheshire Hoards was next exhibited at Congleton 
Museum, before travelling to other local museums. A small book has 
been published by the Museum of Liverpool, supported by the HLF, 
on the hoards for distribution to schools in Cheshire.

‘The Cheshire Hoards project has provided a great opportunity for people  
to explore the intriguing history of this region in the Romano-British period. 
It’s fantastic to have the amazing finds of the Malpas and Knutsford here  
in the region, and visitors have been very excited to see objects buried in the  
first and second century AD, and wonder about why they were hoarded and 
not retrieved.’ 
Liz Stewart, Curator, Liverpool Museums

Donations to Wiltshire museums
In 2016, thirteen non-Treasure finds recorded from Wiltshire were 
donated by the finders and landowners to the Salisbury Museum, the 
Wiltshire Museum, Swindon Museum and Art Gallery, or the British 
Museum. These included a Bronze Age palstave axehead (WILT-
0323E2), a medieval harness pendant (WILT-CE5A06), and a 
post-medieval flagon concealed in a bricked up fireplace (WILT-
F77AA3). The donations to museums across the county emphasises 
the importance of the PAS in Wiltshire for further developing 
museum collections and advancing archaeological knowledge. The 
generosity of those who donated finds after recording them highlights 
the strong working relationship between detectorists and the PAS.

‘The PAS has brought together archaeologists and detectorists in their 
shared interest in our past. There are many fantastic examples of close 
collaboration, resulting in new research evidence for archaeologists and a 
deeper understanding of archaeology by detectorists. Museums in the county 
and their visitors have benefited too, with new items added to their 
collections including a concealed flagon donated to the Wiltshire Museum.’ 
David Dawson Director of the Wiltshire Museum

Cheshire Hoards at 
Congleton Museum.
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Recording finds 2016 saw 3,294 items of worked flint being added to the PAS database, 
most dating to the Stone and Bronze Ages. 154 stone objects were also 
recorded, of which 33 whetstones found this year post-date the arrival 
of metals, and eleven carved stone slingshots (e.g. GAT-24E808) are 
probably of an Iron Age date. 

Bout coupé handaxe
This handaxe from Quorndon, Leicestershire (LEIC-3464BE), has a 
very distinctive shield-shaped form and has two sharp ‘corners’ either 
side of a straight edge. It is an axe type known as a bout coupé (meaning 
‘cut end’) and dates from the Middle Palaeolithic. Such axes have 
been associated with Neanderthals. In Britain they date from between 
c. 59,000 and c. 41,000 BC and are very important finds. Some 
caution is however needed when dating such objects, as the item’s 
colour and the lack of patination give no clue to its age. It does not 
look extremely old, but this could just relate to where the axe has been 
buried, perhaps undisturbed for at least 50,000 years.

Flint dagger from Swansea
The flint dagger from Swansea Bay (NMGW-F4A584) is a remarkable 
find. Finely flaked from translucent flint it appears ghostly and 
represents the summit of flint technology. It also signifies the end  
of fine flint working in Britain. It dates from the Early Bronze Age  
(c. 2250–c. 2000 BC), a time when metal daggers were also being 
made. The shape of the Swansea find resembles that of a metal dagger 
and could represent a response to the new, and competing, material. 
The Swansea Bay dagger was found near to where Bronze Age 
trackways are eroding out of the peat and it may, like many fine 
objects, have been thrown into the water as a ritual offering. 

Kevin Leahy

Archaeological finds 
discovered by the public are 
transforming our knowledge of 
Britain’s past. These finds not 
only tell us about past peoples, 
but also how they lived and 
worked. Many recorded with 
the PAS are found in ploughed 
land, where they are especially 
vulnerable to damage, and 
help identify underlying 
previously unknown 
archaeology.

LEIC-3464BE
Middle Palaeolithic 
handaxe from Quorndon, 
Leicestershire. Axes of this 
type are rare in England. 

NMGW-F4A584
Early Bronze Age dagger from 
Swansea Bay. Notches either 
side of the butt helped secure 
leather wrapping that formed a 
hilt. Most of these daggers 
have been found in graves, but 
there are other examples 
found near water. 

Prehistoric flint  
and stone  
800,000–2100 BC
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Bronze Age  
2350–700 BC

YORYM-80ADC9
Early Bronze Age arm ring from 
Bewholme, East Yorkshire.

NMS-6DAFAC 
The Late Bronze Age 
hoard from Barton Tuft, 
Norfolk, contains a 
mixture of deliberately 
broken and miscast 
objects, including this 
chisel jammed into the 
socket of an axehead.

This year has been rich for Bronze Age objects, including 47 potential 
Treasure cases (mostly hoards) and a wide variety of non-Treasure 
finds, totalling 1,339 items. 

Gold adornment
Arm rings produced in gold are spectacular and rare items of personal 
adornment from Bronze Age Britain. An incomplete Early Bronze 
Age example, dated c. 2200–c. 1900 BC, was found at Bewholme, 
East Yorkshire (YORYM-80ADC9). This is an elaborate find, being 
decorated with five raised bands, on either side of which is an 
irregular row of punched dots. The discovery of two similar gold 
armlets during the excavation of an Early Bronze Age barrow 
cemetery near Lockington, Leicestershire, suggests the possible 
context from which the Bewholme armlet derives.

Late Bronze Age hoard
Among the 17 copper-alloy objects within a rich Late Bronze Age 
hoard from Scotforth, Lancashire (LANCUM-A5AF1B), were five 
socketed axes, three spearheads, two torc bracelets, four ring bracelets, 
two rings, a chisel, as well as surviving organic materials, including a 
possible part of a wooden haft, hazelnut shells and two flowers found 
within a socketed axe. These objects were discovered together in a pit 
with large pieces of sandstone. While all of the individual object types 
have been found in northern Britain, the quantity and diversity of 
objects make this hoard distinctive – no comparable finds from 
Lancashire or Cumbria are currently known.

Sally Worrell

DOR-BD9AED
Late Bronze Age bag-shaped 
chape from Hinton Martell, 
Dorset, of a type present in 
several hoards in south-east 
England. This example is 
decorated on both sides with 
closely spaced concentric 
circles around central 
perforations. 

LANCUM-A5AF1B 
Flowers and spearhead 
from the Scotforth Hoard.

PUBLIC-B21001
Copper-alloy anvils are 
rare, and were first 
produced in the later 
Middle Bronze Age. 
This example from 
Hinton Parva, Dorset, 
has a working face, a 
punching hole, a beak 
and a lengthy swage for 
forcing sheet into 
pre-made shapes.



1918

Iron Age 
800 BC–AD 43

BERK-AC74EE
Horn cap from Kingston 
Bagpiuze with Southmoor, 
Oxfordshire.

DENO-B69D3A
Iron Age pillar stone, or stela, 
from Duffield, Derbyshire. The 
object is decorated with a 
continuous, but irregular, 
pattern of horizontal grooves, 
with each face having a 
different set of carvings. 
These are very similar to 
those on the Kermaria Stone, 
from Finistère, in western 
Brittany, France. This find was 
acquired by Derby Museum & 
Art Gallery thanks to the 
Dorset Foundation in memory 
of Harry M Weinrebe.

Iron Age finds are comparatively uncommon, accounting for 1,407 
items recorded with the PAS in 2016, of which 598 were coins. The 
range of objects continues to offer significant insights into life and 
society at this time.

Leekfrith torcs
A group of early Iron Age gold continental torcs found in Leekfrith, 
Staffordshire (WMID-FD08D9), has the potential to transform our 
understanding of this region in the Iron Age, recasting the West 
Midlands as a dynamic centre with its own links to Europe. This 
hoard consists of three complete neck-sized torcs and one twisted 
bracelet – perhaps the most important find from the group. Its 
terminals are of thistle-shaped variant, and represent a very rare 
example of ‘early style Celtic art’ in Britain. With a likely date of 
between c. 400 and c. 250 BC, this is hoard represents some of the 
earliest Iron Age gold ever found. It is hoped the hoard will be 
acquired by the Potteries Museum & Art Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Harness fittings and vehicle equipment
During the late Iron Age there was an increase in both the quantity 
and variety of harness and vehicle equipment used. Finds in 2016 
include 40 terrets (of simple, miniature, flat-ring, lipped, knobbed and 
platform varieties), six linch-pins, six bridle fittings, nine strap-unions 
and a single horn-cap. The latter, from Kingston Bagpuize with 
Southmoor, Oxfordshire (BERK-AC74EE), is of particular interest, 
since horn caps are enigmatic objects, which are only found in Britain. 
Contrary to what people have suggested, such items were almost 
certainly not made to fit on the end of the axle of an Iron Age chariot, 
as none has been found in chariot burials. Other than one example, 
found at Llyn Cerig Bach, Anglesey, horn-caps have only been found 
in southern England. 

Sally Worrell and Andrew Brown

SUSS-F35BF5
Incomplete openwork and 
ornately decorated strap 
junction, dating to the Late 
Iron Age or early Roman 
period, and found at Compton, 
West Sussex. The main body 
consists of two large, 
opposing crescents 
ornamented with large circular 
cells or collets inlaid with 
probable imported red coral.

WMID-FD08D9
The Leekfrith Hoard.
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Roman  
AD 43–410

31,766 Roman items, of which 25,054 were coins, were recorded by 
the PAS last year, representing almost 40% of the PAS dataset for 
2016. As far as the objects are concerned, they reflect all parts of 
Roman life, helping to shed new light on Roman Britain.

Inscribed objects and exploitation
A Roman lead ingot cast between AD 164 and 169 was found at 
Westbury, Somerset (SOM-23F798). Its upper surface carries the relief 
inscription IMP DVOR AVG ANTONINI ET VERI 
ARMENIACORVM. The text emphasises the status of the ingot as 
imperial property, in this case of the co-emperors Antoninus (better 
known as Marcus Aurelius) and Lucius Verus. The title Armeniaci 
refers to the two emperors jointly receiving a triumphal title in AD 
164 for capture of the Armenian capital and expulsion of a Persian 
client king. This is the latest dated ingot bearing an inscription from 
the Mendip mines. The silver and associated lead from south-west 
England was a likely motivation for the Roman invasion of Britain, 
the control of metals being crucial to the imperial exchequer.

Roman diplomas are exceptional finds in Britain, and that from 
Lanchester, County Durham (DUR-C3E4FE), is one of the very few 
complete (though now broken) examples to have been discovered. It 
was issued to prove the acquisition of citizenship by an auxiliary 
soldier of British origin who had completed his service in the Classis 
Germanica (the Roman naval fleet based in modern Germany). It also 
names his commander, the consuls for the year in which it was issued, 
and the other auxiliary cohorts serving in the province (Germania 
Inferior) where his unit was stationed. Work continues on the analysis 
of the diploma which promises significant new insights into Britons 
serving in the Roman army.

SOM-23F798
Inscribed ingot from 
Westbury, Somerset, a 
product of the lead industry 
that proved valuable to the 
Romans. The object has been 
acquired by the Museum of 
Somerset.

DUR-C3E4FE
Copper-alloy diploma from 
Lanchester, County Durham, 
granting Roman citizenship to 
a Briton who served in the 
Roman navy. 



2322

Recording ancient coins
Coinage forms the largest single category of object on the PAS 
database. Some 300,000 Iron Age and Roman coins recorded to date 
continue to provide insights into the economic and social 
developments of periods under-represented by historical sources.  
A unique coin of British chieftain Caratacus (r. AD 43–50) from 
Odiham, Hampshire (FASAM-EB7789), sheds new light on Britain at 
the time of the Claudian invasion in AD 43. Similarly, two 6th-
century copper-alloy Byzantine coins (WMID-8A6A62 & DEV-
AF8681) add to a growing corpus that indicates maintained 
interaction between Britain and continental Europe following the 
Roman withdrawal around AD 410. While low denomination coins of 
the immediate post-Roman period have been classed as ‘modern’ 
losses, the PAS data now shows that many are genuinely ancient.

Sally Worrell, Andrew Brown and Sam Moorhead

NMS-DB2ED6
Copper-alloy zoomorphic 
furniture fitting in the form of a 
tigress, found at Great 
Dunham, Norfolk. A series of 
oblong recesses inlaid with 
alternating strips of silver and 
copper-alloy depict the 
stripes. Tigers, along with 
other large feline species, 
were associated with the 
Roman god Bacchus.

FASAM-EB7789
Minim of Caratacus 
from Odiham, 
Hampshire, probably 
naming his father, 
Cunobelin.

DEV-AF8681
Follis from near 
Sidmouth, Devon, 
probably of the 
Byzantine emperor 
Tiberius II Constantine 
(r. AD 578–582) 
overstruck on a coin of 
Justin II (r. AD 565–
578) from Nicomedia. 

LIN-EE5C6A 
Elongated copper-alloy 
handle-fitting from a Roman 
basket-shaped vessel with 
opposing dog head terminals 
on either side. The object was 
found at Riseholme, 
Lincolnshire. 

YORYM-20B68C
Incomplete copper-alloy 
enamelled vessel, found in 
eight fragments, including a 
handle, base and six body 
pieces, at Eastrington, East 
Yorkshire. The handle is 
decorated with alternating 
blue and red enamel and 
bears an engraved inscription 
which reads VTERE FELIX 
(use in happiness).
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Early medieval  
AD 410–1066

Finds of early medieval date are relatively rare, accounting for just 
4,978 items in 2016. Besides coinage, most finds are personal jewellery 
and dress accessories. The fact that they are individually crafted 
makes them especially interesting and important to record.
 
Anglo-Saxon gold pendants
Early medieval goldsmiths were highly skilled craftsmen, as 
demonstrated by the exquisite nature and fabulous variety of gold 
pendants recorded in 2016. All have been reported Treasure and 
therefore may be acquired by museums. An unusually large discoid 
pendant made of beaten sheet metal was found in Burton upon 
Stather, North Lincolnshire (NLM-DD07EF). It has been decorated 
with gold wire to form a star-like shape. At its centre would have been 
a semi-precious stone, perhaps a garnet, now lost. With its garnet still 
in place, albeit badly cracked, is a rectangular pendant from Ham and 
Stone, Gloucestershire (GLO-9C3FFD). It is made of composite parts 
formed around the stone, and its edges are decorated with gold 
beading. Both items date to the 7th century.

 

NLM-DD07EF
Discoid pendant from  
Burton upon Stather,  
North Lincolnshire.

GLO-974DDE
Silver penny of King Ecgbehrt 
of Wessex (r. AD 802–839) 
with SAXON monograph on 
the obverse, found in the 
Forest of Dean, 
Gloucestershire. It was 
minted by Tideman, at a mint 
in Wessex, probably 
Winchester, in AD 828–839.

GLO-9C3FFD
Rectangular pendant from 
Ham and Stone, 
Gloucestershire.
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Cnut 1016–2016
2016 marked the 1,000th anniversary of the accession of Cnut  
(r. 1016–1035) to the throne of England. Cnut was the son of the 
Danish king Sweyn Forkbeard, who had raided England for many 
years, claiming the English kingdom himself in 1013–1014. The 
period from then until Cnut became king was a bloody one. Following 
Edmund Ironside’s (r. 1016) crushing defeat at the hands of Cnut’s 
army at Ashingdon, Essex, the kingdom was divided between the two 
men. Cnut became king of all England after Edmund died in 
November 1016. His coins are found in small numbers – 20 were 
recorded by the PAS in 2016 – including an example of his earliest 
issue, the ‘quatrefoil’ type (produced from c. 1017–1023) found in Bere 
Regis, Dorset (SOM-DF973E). This shows a left-facing bust of Cnut 
with the inscription CNVT REX ANGLORV (Cnut, King of the 
English) and was minted at Lewes, East Sussex, a minor mint, by the 
moneyer Leofwine. 

Michael Lewis and John Naylor

SOM-DF973E
Silver penny of King Cnut from 
Bere Regis, Dorset.

LIN-CC7FA4
Three hanging bowl 
escutcheons from near Louth, 
Lincolnshire. They form part 
of an assemblage from an 
Anglo-Saxon grave now 
disturbed by ploughing. All 
are decorated with trumpet-
spiral motifs and date to  
c. AD 650–700. 

LEIC-57BE78
Gold object, thought to be 
an aestel, in the form of a 
beast’s head from Melton, 
Leicestershire. It is known 
King Alfred of Wessex  
(r. AD 871–899) ordered 
that aestels be presented to 
every bishopric in his 
kingdom. It is not clear what 
aestels were, but it is 
commonly suggested they 
could have been manuscript 
pointers.
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Medieval  
AD 1066–1500

A vast number of medieval finds were recorded by the PAS in 2016, 
accounting for 19,382 items, nearly one quarter of all PAS records. 
The array of objects is just as staggering, though dominated by dress 
accessories and household items.
 
Intriguing inscriptions
Religious inscriptions are occasionally found on medieval dress 
accessories. A strap-end from Theltenham, Suffolk (SF-76CD73), 
appears to have the common Christogram IHC, though in this case 
(rather unusually) it is reversed, showing the craftsman to have 
blundered his work. An important discovery from London (LON-
3D2599) was a memorial brass, inscribed on both sides, but to 
different people: one side remembers a certain John and his wife; the 
other, the son or daughter of John Warde and his wife. The object is 
described as a ‘palimpsest’, for the brass seems to have been discarded 
and reused. Wear to the side naming John Warde suggests this was the 
side actually used, probably in a church in the City of London. 
 
Remnants of reform
Royal injunctions of the mid-16th century gave rise to iconoclastic 
damage of churches, their furniture and furnishings. A number of 
ecclesiastical items which have come to light through the PAS appear 
to have been purposefully damaged, probably prior to their 
deposition, at the time of the Reformation. Discovered at Great 
Bedwyn, Wiltshire (BERK-9D1132), was a cross terminal mount, 
which is likely to have been bent when it was pulled from the 
processional cross to which it was originally attached. Also recorded 
in 2016, found broken in two, was a mount in the form of a figure of a 
saint. It is probably from a reliquary, and was recovered near 
Whitwell, Isle of Wight (IOW-D05B58). Both items were made in 
Limoges, France, in the late-12th to late-13th century.
 

SF-76C73
Strap-end from 
Theltenham, Suffolk.

BERK-9D1132
Processional cross 
terminal from 
Bedwyn, Wiltshire.

IOW-D05B58
Mount from a 
reliquary from near 
Whitwell, Isle of 
Wight.

LON-3D2599
Memorial brass from 
London.
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Foreign gold
Coins imported from continental Europe are regularly recorded by 
the PAS, with almost 200 examples added in 2016. The most 
commonly found are silver coins, Low Countries sterlings from 
around the end of the 13th century and Venetian soldini – or 
‘galyhalpens’ as they were nicknamed – from the late 14th century, 
illustrating the importance of the trade between England and these 
areas. Finds of denominations in gold are much rarer. It is known 
from documentary sources and hoards that continental gold coinage 
always circulated, although it did not have a substantial impact until 
Tudor times. Only a single foreign medieval gold coin was recorded 
by the PAS last year, a zecchino of Venice struck for Doge Francesco 
Foscari (r. 1423–1457), found at Gate Helmsley, North Yorkshire 
(LVPL-522A86). The obverse of the coin shows the Doge kneeling in 
front of St Mark, the two holding a banner between them. On the 
reverse is Christ holding the Gospels, his right hand raised in 
benediction. It is the first medieval Venetian gold coin recorded by 
the PAS, and is therefore a significant find. 

Michael Lewis and John Naylor

LVPL-522A86
Gold zecchino of Doge 
Francesco Foscari from Gate 
Helmsley, North Yorkshire.

HAMP-4E0317
Silver seal matrix of Peter of 
Barastre, an ecclesiastic 
from northern France, who 
has chosen his namesake St 
Peter for the seal’s motif. The 
object was found at 
Wherwell, Hampshire, and 
dates to the 13th century.

YORYM-BA035A
Zoomorphic padlocks, such 
as this in the form of a horse, 
from Pickering, North 
Yorkshire, are not uncommon 
finds. The lock is essentially of 
‘barrel’ type with a barbed-
spring mechanism, unlocked 
using a squeeze key.

BUC-976454
The coins of Norman and 
Plantagenet kings are much 
rarer finds than those of later 
medieval date. This beautiful 
silver penny of Henry I  
(r. 1100–1135) was found at 
Chearsley, Buckinghamshire. 
It was minted in London by 
the moneyer Blacman.

PUBLIC-364487
Shown on this lead-alloy 
pilgrim’s badge from London is 
the martyrdom of St Thomas 
(Becket) of Canterbury. Such 
badges would have been 
bought by pilgrims to St 
Thomas’ shrine at Canterbury, 
and touched on holy relics.
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Post-medieval  
AD 1500 onwards

The PAS is selective in recording post-medieval material, though a 
significant number of post-1540 finds were still logged in 2016, 
totalling 18,742 items. These discoveries can shed important new light 
on how people lived and worked in our most recent past.
 
Ewerby Hoard
Found near to Ewerby, Lincolnshire (LIN-F454C4), in 2016 was the 
largest and wealthiest Civil War coin hoard from the county. 1,201 
silver coins were discovered, of a variety of denominations, mostly 
shillings and sixpence pieces, covering the reigns of Henry VIII to 
Charles I (1532–1643), along with Scottish and Irish coins. At the time 
it was deposited, in c. 1641–1643, its value would have been £26 1s 3d. 
Pottery sherds also recovered from the findspot suggest the hoard was 
dispersed by modern agricultural activity.  
 
Ashcott dog collar
Dog collars are rare but intriguing discoveries. An example from 
Ashcott, Somerset (SOM-DAD21E), would have been riveted around 
the neck of a large hunting dog. Its neatly engraved inscription 
indicates that in 1676 it was owned by Samuel Birch of Shilton, near 
Burford, Oxfordshire. The detailed inscription and accompanying 
coat of arms identify the owner, who was a former Civil War major, 
ejected church minister (for breaching the law on non-conformist 
preaching), and founder of a successful school. Presumably during a 
trip visiting Somerset acquaintances, sometime between 1676 and 
Birch’s death in 1680, the collar, or perhaps even the dog, was lost.
 
Michael Lewis, Laura Burnett and Robert Webley

FAKL-31AF67
Fragment from a 
monumental brass from 
Keyham, Leicestershire. The 
two women are depicted 
wearing head-dresses 
dating to around the early 
16th century. Engraving on 
the reverse suggests this 
brass reused an earlier one. 

LIN-F454C4
Civil War coin hoard from 
Ewerby, Lincolnshire.

LVPL-B1BABE
Contemporary copy of a 
James II guinea using a 
Charles II reverse. The coin 
was found at Whatley, 
Somerset, near some caves 
used by forgers. It appears 
to be a silver coin that has 
been gilded.

SOM-DAD21E
Dog collar from Ashcott, 
Somerset.
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Statistics Area PAS finds Treasure cases
Bath & NE Somerset 273 1
Bedfordshire 369 9
Berkshire 664 10
Buckinghamshire 1,362 23
Cambridgeshire 683 15
Cheshire 284 13
Cornwall 2,680 7
Cumbria 729 7
Derbyshire 480 7
Devon 840 17
Dorset 1,210 31
Durham, Co. 960 2
Essex 744 55
Gloucestershire 1,200 12
Hampshire 2,693 62
Herefordshire 468 5
Hertfordshire 553 5
Isle of Wight 1,569 23
Kent 1,462 62
Lancashire 579 10
Leicestershire 1,165 17
Lincolnshire 7,740 68
London, Gtr 1,417 17
Manchester, Gtr 1,090 0
Merseyside 27 1
Norfolk 17,495 130
Northamptonshire 650 13
Northumberland 491 4
Nottinghamshire 1,127 18
Oxfordshire 4,961 35
Rutland 184 4
Shropshire 818 15
Somerset 2,393 36
Staffordshire 952 32
Suffolk 4,814 81
Surrey 538 10
Sussex, E 376 15
Sussex, W 948 21
Tyne & Wear 164 1
Warwickshire 600 12
West Midlands 42 2
Wiltshire 5,313 46
Worcestershire 670 12
Yorkshire, E 2,389 34
Yorkshire, N 2,680 63
Yorkshire, S 456 4
Yorkshire, W 549 9
Wales 445 40
Northern Ireland 0 3
data not yet available 1,618 1
TOTAL 81,914 1,120

The counties recording the most PAS finds were Norfolk, Lincolnshire and Wiltshire.  
Most Treasure cases were reported in Norfolk, Suffolk and Lincolnshire.

Table 1
PAS records 
and finds, and 
Treasure cases, 
by geographical 
area (2016).2

2  Data downloaded 
4 January 2017.
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Table 2
PAS records 
by period, 
where known/
recorded (2016).

Table 6
Number of 
unique visitors, 
visits and page 
views on the 
PAS websites 
and database 
over the last 
five years.

Table 3
Method of 
discovery, 
where known/
recorded (2016).

Table 4
Findspot 
precision 
(2016).

Table 5
Land use, 
where known/
recorded (2016).

Stone 
Age

Bronze 
Age

Iron 
Age

Roman Early 
medieval

Medieval Post-
medieval

Total

2016 2,733 1,339 1,407 31,766 4,978 19,382 18,742 80,347
% 3.4 1.67 1.75 39.53 6.2 24.12 23.33

Roman finds accounted for the highest proportion of finds recorded, followed by medieval, then 
post-medieval finds.

Metal-
detecting

Chance find 
while metal-
detecting

Field-
walking

Other  
chance find/
gardening

Controlled 
archaeological 
investigation

Building/
agricultural 
work

2016 69,548 2,261 3,228 2,940 2,633 1,225
% 84.99 2.76 3.94 3.59 3.22 1.5

Almost 88% of PAS finds and 96% of Treasure cases were found by metal-detectorists, either while 
metal-detecting or spotted ‘eyes only’.

4 fig 6 fig 8 fig 10 fig 12 fig

2016 709 20,488 21,012 37,080 16

% 0.89 25.83 26.5 46.76 0.02

99% of completed records had at least a 6-figure National Grid Reference, which is the minimum level 
of precision need for public finds to contribute to archaeological knowledge. 

Land use 2016 %

Cultivated land 40,574 89.58

Grassland/heathland 1,768 3.9

Woodland 135 0.3

Coastland 328 0.72

Open fresh water 1,489 3.29

Other 999 2.21

Almost 90% of finds were discovered on cultivated land, where they are vulnerable to agricultural 
damage and natural corrosion processes.

Year Unique visitors Number of visits Page views
2012 543,534 800,080 4,836,783

2013 505,793 767,340 4,775,018

2014 499,481 789,253 5,214,822

2015 361,368 680,949 5,647,064

2016 326,502 652,079 5,777,326

Web usage shows that while the number of unique visitors and individual visits has decreased, visitors 
are spending longer time on the PAS websites and database.

Michael Lewis, Ian Richardson and Stephen Moon

Toy carriage in lead-alloy, 
dating to the 17th century, 
found in Amsterdam, and 
recorded with Portable 
Antiquities of the Netherlands.
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 1  Berkshire (East)
David Williams
07968 832740
info@berkshirearchaeology.org.uk

 2  Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire
Philippa Walton
01727 751826
phillippa.walton@stalbans.gov.uk

 3 Buckinghamshire
Arwen James
01296 325227
07955 430589
ajames@buckscountymuseum.org

 4  Cambridgeshire
Helen Fowler
01223 728571
helen.fowler@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

 5  Cheshire, Greater Manchester & 
Merseyside
Vanessa Oakden & Ben Jones
0151 478 4259
vanessa.oakden@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
ben.jones@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk

 6  Cornwall
Anna Tyacke
01872 245170
anna.tyacke@royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk

  7  Derbyshire & Nottinghamshire
Alastair Willis
01332 641903
alastair@derbymuseums.org

  8  Dorset
Ciorstaidh Hayward Trevarthen
01305 228254
c.h.trevarthen@dorsetcc.gov.uk

9  Durham
Benjamin Westwood
03000 267011
benjamin.westwood@durham.gov.uk

10  Essex
Sophie Flynn
01206 506961
sophie.flynn@colchester.gov.uk

  11  Gloucestershire & Avon
Kurt Adams
0117 922 2613
kurt.adams@bristol.gov.uk

  12  Hampshire
Katie Hinds
01962 826722
katie.hinds@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

13  Herefordshire & Shropshire
Peter Reavill
01743 254748
peter.reavill@shropshire.gov.uk

14  Isle of Wight
Frank Basford
01983 821000 ext 5866
frank.basford@iow.gov.uk 

15  Kent
Jo Ahmet
03000 410053
jo.ahmet@kent.gov.uk

16  Lancashire & Cumbria
Stuart Noon
01772 532175
stuart.noon@lancashire.gov.uk

17  Leicestershire & Rutland
Wendy Scott
0116 305 8325
wendy.scott@leics.gov.uk

18  Lincolnshire
Adam Daubney
01522 552361
adam.daubney@lincolnshire.gov.uk

19  London
Stuart Wyatt
020 7814 5733
swyatt@museumoflondon.org.uk

  20  Norfolk
Julie Shoemark & Garry Crace
01362 869289
julie.shoemark@norfolk.gov.uk
garry.crace@norfolk.gov.uk

  21  Northamptonshire
Eleanore Cox
01604 367249
elcox@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

  22  Newcastle & Northumberland
Andrew Agate
0191 208 5031
andrew.agate@twmuseums.org.uk

  23  North Lincolnshire
Martin Foreman
01724 297055
martin.foreman@northlincs.gov.uk

  24  Oxfordshire & West Berkshire
Anni Byard
01865 300557
anni.byard@oxfordshire.gov.uk

  25  Somerset & Devon
Laura Burnett & Wil Partridge
01823 347457
01392 665005
finds@swheritage.org.uk

  26  Staffordshire & West Midlands
Teresa Gilmore & Victoria Allnatt
0121 348 8225 / 07766 925351
teresa.gilmore@birminghammuseums.org.uk
victoria.allnatt@birminghammuseums.org.uk  

  27  Suffolk
Anna Booth & Alex Bliss
01284 741241
anna.booth@suffolk.gov.uk
alex.bliss@suffolk.gov.uk

  28  Surrey 
David Williams
07968 832740
david.williams@surreycc.gov.uk

  29  Sussex
Edwin Wood
01273 405731
flo@sussexpast.co.uk

  30  Warwickshire & Worcestershire
Angie Bolton
01905 25371
abolton@worcestershire.gov.uk

  31  Wiltshire
Richard Henry
01722 820544
richardhenry@salisburymuseum.org.uk

  32  Yorkshire (North & East)
Rebecca Griffiths
01904 687668
rebecca.griffiths@ymt.org.uk

  33  Yorkshire (South & West)
Amy Downes
01924 305359
amy.downes@wyjs.org.uk

  34  Wales
Mark Lodwick & Susie White
02920 573226
01978 297466
mark.lodwick@museumwales.ac.uk
susie.white@museumwales.ac.uk 

PAS Central Unit
020 7323 8611/8618
info@finds.org.uk

Treasure
020 7323 8243/8546
treasure@britishmuseum.org

PASt Explorers
020 7323 8293
pastexplorersoutreach@gmail.com

99%
Finds recorded to 
the nearest 100m.

40
Finds Liaison Officers

35,268
People attending 
outreach events in 2016

576
Research projects  
have used PAS data

All information correct at time of print.
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For further information about the 
Portable Antiquities Scheme or  
Treasure Act, visit finds.org.uk

Learning and National 
Partnerships
British Museum
London WC1B 3DG
info@finds.org.uk
+44 (0)20 7323 8611/8618
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