
UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT
Unique ID: SWYOR-4D00F0

Object type certainty: Certain
Workflow status: Awaiting validation

A sheet silver unidentified object of unknown date probably Medieval to Modern, about AD 1200 -
1950. The object is incomplete and is in four pieces; one main piece, two long strips and one small
piece.

The main piece is circular but folded at an acute angle along a curved line, making both faces
elliptical. It was probably originally a cone or dome which has been distorted. The edge is
incomplete, but has what appears to be a second layer in some places, perhaps originally forming a
flange to attach the foil to a larger object, or to form a backplate. It is not obvious where the
detached pieces would have joined, if they did join.

The foil has at least two concentric bands round the outer edge. The middle is filled with rocker arm
decoration and stamped ring and dot motifs in a seemingly random pattern. The detached strips
seem to have more of the border lines, and may be part of the second layer of foil.

The main piece of foil is 31.8mm long, 19.1mm wide and 16.8mm thick as it is currently bent. 1.12g.
The sheet is 0.3mm thick. One strip is 36.4mm long, 4.1mm wide and 0.4mm thick. 0.21g. It is
curved. The other is 24.1mm long, 5.6mm wide and 0.3mm thick. 0.11g. It is also curved and seems
to have one long original edge. The small fragment is 5mm square and 0.1mm thick. It is too light to
register on the scales.

The use of rocker arm decoration probably suggests a date from the 13th century onwards.
However, rocker arm is also found on 18th and 19th century thimbles, for example. Ring and dot
motifs are also a very long-lived decorative technique. It is therefore impossible to be certain that
this object is older than AD 1719. Given that no similar objects can be identified either, there is a
lack of evidence to suggest a date or function. For these reasons, it does not meet the requirements
of the 1996 Treasure Act and remains undiagnostic. It could be a decorative foil from a larger object
such as a dress accessory or button, or perhaps the top of a cane or riding crop. Compare the very
similar NMS-8001AD.

Notes:

Since this object cannot be conclusively dated to before AD 1719, it does not meet the requirements
of the Treasure Act 1996.

Subsequent actions

Subsequent action after recording: Returned to finder

Chronology

Broad period: UNKNOWN
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Period from: MEDIEVAL 
Period to: MODERN 
Date from: Circa AD 1200
Date to: Circa AD 1950

Dimensions and weight

Quantity: 4
Weight: 1.46 g

Discovery dates

Date(s) of discovery: Sunday 24th March 2019 -  Sunday 24th March 2019

Personal details

This information is restricted for your access level.

Other reference numbers

Other reference: PAS form number 3380

Materials and construction

Primary material: Silver 
Completeness: Incomplete 

Please accept preferences-cookies to see this map

Spatial metadata
Region: Yorkshire and the Humber (European Region)
County or Unitary authority: North Yorkshire (County)
District: Harrogate (District)
Parish or ward: Markington with Wallerthwaite (Civil Parish)

Spatial coordinates

4 Figure: SE2864
Four figure Latitude: 54.07117756
Four figure longitude: -1.57361603
1:25K map: SE2864
1:10K map: SE26SE
Grid reference source: From finder
Unmasked grid reference accurate to a 1000 metre square.

Discovery metadata

Method of discovery: Metal detector
General landuse: Grassland, Heathland
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