
BUCKLE
Unique ID: IOW-CE3686

Object type certainty: Certain
Workflow status: Awaiting validation

An incomplete Medieval copper-alloy composite buckle with an integral forked spacer and separate
copper-alloy sheet plates (c. 1350-c. 1450). The loop is similar to a a Meols Type 4.

The pin is missing.

The oval frame measures c. 19.5mm in length, 22.0mm in width and 2.2mm in thickness. It is
bevelled at the front externally and is flat at the rear with limited bevelling internally. It has a
triangular lip at the outside edge. The spacers are mainly obscured by the plate but may be 'L'-
shaped in plan. There is a sub-circular aperture for the missing pin loop. Both plates are plain and
undecorated. The front plate is rectangular, 20.7mm in length and 11.6mm in width, and has two
small triangular cut-outs at the attachment end. The rear plate measures 19.4mm with a width of
11.7mm and has no cut-outs but has a ragged edge. At the centre of the attachment end there is a
copper-alloy rivet through both plates. Each rivet head is flat. The thickness at the attachment end is
3.7mm.

This buckle frame and spacers have a dark green shiny patina and the plates have a lighter green
patina. The remains of a woollen girdle survive between the plates. File marks can be seen on the
frame as well as the edges of the spacers.

Overall length: 42.8mm; length of frame: 19.5mm; width of frame: 22.0mm; thickness: of frame:
2.2mm. Weight: 5.40g.

Similar buckles from London have been published and dated c. 1350-c. 1450 (Egan & Pritchard
1991: 80, fig. 49, refs: 325-330).

Egan, G. and Pritchard, F. 1991. Dress Accessories: Medieval finds from excavations in London: 3.
London: HMSO.

Class:  composite buckle

Subsequent actions

Current location of find: Finder
Subsequent action after recording: Returned to finder

Chronology

Broad period: MEDIEVAL
Period from: MEDIEVAL 
Period to: MEDIEVAL 
Date from: Circa AD 1350
Date to: Circa AD 1450
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Dimensions and weight

Quantity: 1
Length: 42.8 mm
Width: 22 mm
Thickness: 3.7 mm
Weight: 5.4 g

Discovery dates

Date(s) of discovery: Sunday 13th January 2019 -  Sunday 13th January 2019

Personal details

This information is restricted for your access level.

Other reference numbers

SMR reference number: IOW2019-7-19

Materials and construction

Primary material: Copper alloy 
Secondary material: Textile
Completeness: Incomplete 

Spatial metadata
Region: South East (European Region)
County or Unitary authority: Isle of Wight (Unitary Authority)
District: Isle of Wight (Unitary Authority)
To be known as: Isle of Wight

Spatial coordinates

Grid reference source: GPS (from the finder)
Unmasked grid reference accurate to a 0.01 metre square.

Discovery metadata

Method of discovery: Metal detector
Discovery circumstances: Club rally
Current location: Finder
General landuse: Grassland, Heathland
Specific landuse: Regularly improved

Egan, G. and Pritchard, F., 1991 Dress Accessories, c.1150-c.1450 (Medieval Finds from Excavations
in London 3) (1991) London: Stationery Office Books 80, fig. 49, refs: 325-330
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http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000041421
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000025469
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000025469
http://finds.org.uk/database/publications/publication/id/216
http://finds.org.uk/database/publications/publication/id/216

