CLOTH SEAL

Unique ID: CAM-2A7245

Object type certainty: Certain
Workflow status: Awaiting validation

A small lead or lead-alloy artefact of uncertain function and date, probably Medieval to Modern. This
object is probably or possibly incomplete but this is uncertain. The artefact has a weight of 1.14g
and consists of a thin, 0.9mm, sub-oval lobe of white metal. This lobe has a width of 11.9mm and
length of c.13.4mm. An integral sub-rectangular tab projects out from the lower edge, thus
increasing the length to 17.6mm. This solid tab has a width of 4.3mm and similar thickness to the
rest of the artefact, possibly being marginally thicker. One top corner is twisted and folded back on
itself. The terminal appears to be straight edged with no obvious break.

The reverse surface is flat and undecorated, showing evidence of an old fold/bend line.

The upper surface is decorated with relief detail, probably with use of a punch-stamp tool. A hollow
lozenge is formed, that fills most of the lobe, by a line decorated with closely set diagonal
depressions. This represents twisted rope. The field within the lozenge contains a bird, probably a
cockrell, left. A small area of damage has occurred to the left of the lobe, on the left corner of the
lozenge. Apart from this small area of missing material and a couple of bent areas no other damage
is identifiable. Thus the function of this item remains uncertain. One possibility is that this may be
the remains of a cloth or bag seal. Compare with PAS records SUR-6A96A8 & NARC-B31093.

Subsequent actions
Subsequent action after recording: Returned to finder
Chronology

Broad period: POST MEDIEVAL
Period from: POST MEDIEVAL
Period to: MODERN

Date from: Circa AD 1600

Date to: Circa AD 1800

Dimensions and weight
Quantity: 1

Length: 17.6 mm

Width: 11.9 mm

Thickness: 0.9 mm
Weight: 1.14 g

Discovery dates

Date(s) of discovery: Thursday 17th November 2016 - Monday 6th March 2017



Personal details
This information is restricted for your access level.
Materials and construction

Primary material: Lead
Completeness: Incomplete

Spatial metadata

Region: Eastern (European Region)

County or Unitary authority: Cambridgeshire (County)
District: East Cambridgeshire (District)

Parish or ward: Bottisham (Civil Parish)

Spatial coordinates

4 Figure: TL5462

Four figure Latitude: 52.23465911

Four figure longitude: 0.25371427

1:25K map: TL5462

1:10K map: TL56SW

Grid reference source: Centred on field

Unmasked grid reference accurate to a 1000 metre square.

Discovery metadata

Method of discovery: Metal detector
General landuse: Cultivated land
Specific landuse: Character undetermined
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