
TOKEN
Unique ID: LON-1015A6

Object type certainty: Certain
Workflow status: Awaiting validation

A Late Medieval lead alloy cross and pellets token, London series, AD1425-1490. The obverse has a
eight petalled flower in the central field surrounded by a border of oblique rays. The reverse has a
central short cross pattee with a ring and dot in each angle surrounded by a border of oblique rays.
The oblique rays run in a clockwise direction upon both faces suggesting a London rather than Paris
origin. Mitchiner and Skinner (1984:94) write "a significant number of 'cross and pellets' tokens
have been recovered alongside coins of Henry VII, suggesting that they remained in use until the
beginning of the sixteenth century. But as these tokens barely entered the phase of renewed use of
tin it is unlikely that the actual manufacture of 'cross and pellets' tokens lasted beyond about 1490."
The token has a direct parallel in Mitchiner and Skinner (1984:95, No.25) The token has at one time
been folded in half and at a later date unfolded, leaving a ridged crease on the reverse and a groove
on the obverse.

Dimensions: diameter: 12.07mm; weight: 0.58g

Mitchiner and Skinner (1984:94) write "All 'cross and pellets' tokens so far inspected (English
provenance) show the ray border orientated in the same direction on both obverse and reverse of
the specimen. But several specimens illustrated by Forgeais (Paris provenance) show different
orientations of the ray border on obverse and reverse.

The dominant series of 'cross and pellets' tokens bears a dot-in-circle in each angle of the cross and
typically has a clockwise ray border and also expanded ends to the arms of the cross. Diverging from
this standard form one can observe a number of variants. Tokens bearing a single dot in each angle
of the cross normally have an anti-clockwise ray border and a cross with straight arms. Tokens made
of pewter, a late characteristic, also all have an anti-clockwise ray border. This anti-clockwise form
of ray border which is, so far as one can judge, a late evolutionary form also occurs on nearly all
tokens which have three pellets in each angle of the cross. One should emphasise that although
these observations may help to define evolutionary tendencies, they do not demarcate any exclusive
class of token."

References: Mitchiner, M. and Skinner, A. 1984. English Tokens C.1425 - 1672. In Challis, C. and
Blackburn, M. The British Numismatic Journal Volume 54 1985.

Class:  London series

Subsequent actions

Subsequent action after recording: Returned to finder

Chronology

Broad period: MEDIEVAL
Subperiod from: Late
Period from: MEDIEVAL 
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Subperiod to: Late
Period to: MEDIEVAL 
Date from: Circa AD 1425
Date to: Circa AD 1490

Dimensions and weight

Quantity: 1
Thickness: 1.06 mm
Weight: 0.58 g
Diameter: 12.07 mm

Personal details

This information is restricted for your access level.

Materials and construction

Primary material: Lead Alloy 
Manufacture method: Cast
Completeness: Complete 

Please accept preferences-cookies to see this map

Spatial metadata
Region: London (European Region)
County or Unitary authority: Greater London Authority (Greater London Authority)
District: Southwark (London Borough)
Parish or ward: Cathedrals (London Borough Ward)

Spatial coordinates

4 Figure: TQ3180
Four figure Latitude: 51.50376016
Four figure longitude: -0.11395435
1:25K map: TQ3180
1:10K map: TQ38SW
Grid reference source: Generated from computer mapping software
Unmasked grid reference accurate to a 1000 metre square.

Discovery metadata

Method of discovery: Fieldwalking
General landuse: Open fresh water
Specific landuse: Running water
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