
HARNESS FITTING
Unique ID: KENT-63851D

Object type certainty: Certain
Workflow status: Awaiting validation

A complete cast copper-alloy strap fitting or slide of possible 11th century date.

Description: It is formed from a cast circular D-shaped loop with a integral decorative 'bezel' on the
flat edge. The ring is ovoid in cross-section with a mostly flat interior face. The bezel takes the form
of a decorative male face in relief, with large beard moustache and bushy hair, perhaps intended to
look vegetative. The face has a long flat nose and large round eyes with eyebrows running straight
out of the line of the nose. The entire object is a dark orangey brown colour.

Measurements: Height: 15.79mm, Width: 14.63mm, Thickness: 10.7mm (at bezel, 3.51mm on
band) and weights 4.26g

Discussion:  Parallels for this object's form are found on the PAS database @: SUR-552D78, SF-
6FC542, SUR-35A508, HAMP-7E10A6, HAMP-5D7A36 and WILT-222C93. These are interpreted as
being c.11th century AD, in date with parallels drawn to Anglo-Scandinavian socketed hooks that
have Ringerike style decoration. This example is however decorated in an entirely different way from
these examples with its human face rather than raised cruciform as the linked examples. Dating is
therefore suggested as 11th century in date..

Find of note status

This is a find of note and has been designated: Include in MedArch

Subsequent actions

Subsequent action after recording: Returned to finder

Chronology

Broad period: EARLY MEDIEVAL
Subperiod from: Late
Period from: EARLY MEDIEVAL 
Subperiod to: Early
Period to: MEDIEVAL 
Date from: Circa AD 1000
Date to: Circa AD 1100

Dimensions and weight

Quantity: 1
Height: 15.79 mm
Width: 14.63 mm
Thickness: 10.7 mm
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https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/191299
https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/286511
https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/286511
https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/823653
https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/432998
https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/187427
https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/233649


Weight: 4.26 g

Personal details

This information is restricted for your access level.

Materials and construction

Primary material: Copper alloy 
Manufacture method: Cast
Completeness: Complete 

Spatial metadata
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