
STRAP END
Unique ID: ESS-D2F964

Object type certainty: Certain
Workflow status: Awaiting validation

Fragment of copper alloy strap end, probably of Thomas class B1.This fragment represents the split
end and upper portion of the shaft. This object is very worn and corroded and has been treated since
discovery. The object is now subtriangular in plan and subrectangular in section. Both of the sheets
of the wedge shaped split end survive intact, as do the two rivet holes to both sheets. One set of rivet
holes are clear, whilst the opposing pair are blocked with the remains of the copper alloy rivets. One
rivet may survive complete between the two sheets, but the presence of post depositional organic
material between the sheets makes it impossible to tell. The shank of the other rivet is entirely
missing. The shaft extends for only 11.2mm, and is flattened to its reverse. It is just possible to see
the remains of a transverse raised moulding at the top of the shaft, beneath where the strap end
splits. Otherwise the shaft is too worn and corroded to see any other decoration. The shaft break is
diagonal and very worn, suggesting damage occurred in antiquity. The object now has a post
treatment patina of dark green and is encrusted in places with post depositional organic matter. The
strap end has a surviving length of 24.3mm, is 13.24mm wide at the split end, 7.1mm wide across
the shaft, 2mm thick at the shaft and weighs 3.64g.

Originally this strap end would have tapered to a stylised zoomorphic terminal. This type of strap
end dates from the 8th or 9th centuries and was popular up to and throughout the 11th century. See
the Finds Research group Datasheet 32, figure 2, number 13 for other examples.

Class:  Thomas Class B, Type 1

Subsequent actions

Subsequent action after recording: Returned to finder

Chronology

Broad period: EARLY MEDIEVAL
Period from: EARLY MEDIEVAL 
Date from: AD 750
Date to: AD 1100

Dimensions and weight

Quantity: 1
Length: 24.3 mm
Width: 13.24 mm
Thickness: 2 mm
Weight: 3.64 g

Personal details

This information is restricted for your access level.
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Materials and construction

Primary material: Copper alloy 
Manufacture method: Cast
Completeness: Incomplete 

Spatial metadata
Region: Eastern (European Region)
County or Unitary authority: Essex (County)
District: Castle Point (District)
To be known as: Canvey Island

Spatial coordinates

Grid reference source: From a paper map
Unmasked grid reference accurate to a 0.01 metre square.

Discovery metadata

Method of discovery: Other chance find
Discovery circumstances: Part of a collection discovered over some 30 years
General landuse: Coastland
Specific landuse: Inter-tidal

Thomas, G., 2003 Late Anglo-Saxon and Viking-age strap-ends 750-1100. Part 2 Finds Research
Group 700-1700 Figure 2 , number 13
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http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000041425
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000019687
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000019459
http://finds.org.uk/database/publications/publication/id/1072

