
BELL
Unique ID: WILT-F55632

Object type certainty: Certain
Workflow status: Awaiting validation

A complete copper alloy post medieval crotal bell dating to the AD 1600 to AD 1700.

The bell is spherical in cross section with a rectangular suspension loop at the top. In the top half of
the sphere, there are two perforations which have been cast out on either side of the loop. Around
the circumference, there is a raised ridge. The lower half of the bell has a long canal opening ending
in a perforation at each end, below the circumferential ridge. The decoration appears to be in the
form of the sun burst design. This is clearly visible on the lower half of the hemisphere but less so on
the top. The elongated petals all have radiating lines inside, creating a leaf like image. The petals
"expand" from the canal opening on one side, but on the other is plain type cross inside an irregular
three sided shield like shape. This is surrounded by the sun burst petal design. The iron pea is
present.

The bell is 32.04mm in diameter, and with the loop included, the height is 37.04mm. The bell weighs
36.56g.

Blunt "Crotal Bells" suggests that crotal bells that only have decorations on the lower hemisphere
tend to be of a later date (late 18th century to mid 19th century) and the sun burst design is not
uncommon during the post medieval period.

Subsequent actions

Subsequent action after recording: Returned to finder

Chronology

Broad period: POST MEDIEVAL
Period from: POST MEDIEVAL 
Period to: POST MEDIEVAL 
Date from: Circa AD 1600
Date to: Circa AD 1700

Dimensions and weight

Quantity: 1
Length: 43.21 mm
Height: 37.04 mm
Width: 24.83 mm
Weight: 36.56 g
Diameter: 32.04 mm
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Personal details

This information is restricted for your access level.

Other reference numbers

Other reference: SSWM 5032

Materials and construction

Primary material: Copper alloy 
Manufacture method: Cast
Completeness: Complete 

Please accept preferences-cookies to see this map

Spatial metadata
Region: South West (European Region)
County or Unitary authority: Swindon (Unitary Authority)
District: Swindon (Unitary Authority)
Parish or ward: Wroughton (Civil Parish)

Spatial coordinates

4 Figure: SU1380
Four figure Latitude: 51.51877291
Four figure longitude: -1.81403568
1:25K map: SU1380
1:10K map: SU18SW
Unmasked grid reference accurate to a 1000 metre square.
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