
SPEARHEAD
Unique ID: LVPL-B52337

Object type certainty: Certain
Workflow status: Awaiting validation

An incomplete cast copper alloy (probably bronze) socketed spear (spear head) of Middle to Late
Bronze Age dating (1500 to 800 BC).

The spearhead fragment consists of the upper part of the spear, being broken at the top of the
socket. The edges of the blade are lost. The spearhead fragment is broadly sub-triangular in plan
and profile with a distinct bi-convex shaped cross section. The lower portion of the spearhead has
been lost and the break is too high to include the cast side loops. The break at the base of the
spearhead includes the top of the socket which is sub circular in shape and positioned toward one
side of the section.

At the break the socket has an internal diameter of 6.00mm and the sockets depth is 12.17mm. The
blade (sides) of the spearhead is incomplete having been heavily abraded in the burial environment.
This damage has resulted in the loss of shape to the blade and the blunting / loss of the tip. The
spear blades cutting edges have been lost, however, the overall shape of the blade can be probably
be ascribed to being leaf-shaped. The centre of the blade is divided by an expanding (tip to base)
lozenge sectioned shaped midrib. This midrib originally expanded into the socket of the spear. The
central line of the mid-rib extends to break and is more distinct on one face. There are no visible
areas of cast or incised decoration on the spearhead.

The spearhead is a dark brown to mid green colour with an even but much corroded patina.
Abrasion, caused by movement whilst within the plough soil, has resulted in the loss of some of the
original surface and patina. There is no evidence for the preservation of organic material within the
socket.

The spearhead fragment measures 65.57mm length, has a maximum width of 23.74mm and
maximum thickness of 11.53mm. The spearhead weighs 33.1 grams

It is likely that the style of this type of spearhead can be attributed to the Middle Bronze Age;
specifically the second phase of Acton Park (2), Taunton (Cemmaes) or Pennard metalworking
traditions. These phases correspond with Needham's Period 5 (c. 1500 - 1150 BC). However, many
of the diagnostic characteristics (such as loops, peg holes and blade shape) have been lost and so a
wider date range is suggested above. Possibly Davis Group 6 of the developed side looped type.

Find of note status

This is a find of note and has been designated: Regional importance

Class:  Fragment

Subsequent actions

Subsequent action after recording: Returned to finder
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Chronology

Broad period: BRONZE AGE
Subperiod from: Middle
Period from: BRONZE AGE 
Subperiod to: Late
Period to: BRONZE AGE 
Date from: Circa 1500 BC
Date to: Circa 800 BC

Dimensions and weight

Quantity: 1
Length: 65.57 mm
Width: 23.74 mm
Thickness: 11.53 mm
Weight: 33.1 g

Personal details

This information is restricted for your access level.

Materials and construction

Primary material: Copper alloy 
Manufacture method: Cast
Completeness: Incomplete 

Please accept preferences-cookies to see this map

Spatial metadata
Region: West Midlands (European Region)
County or Unitary authority: Shropshire (Unitary Authority)
District: Shropshire (Unitary Authority)
Parish or ward: Whittington (Civil Parish)

Spatial coordinates

4 Figure: SJ3328
Four figure Latitude: 52.845319
Four figure longitude: -2.996231
1:25K map: SJ3328
1:10K map: SJ32NW
Grid reference source: From finder
Unmasked grid reference accurate to a 1000 metre square.

Davis, R., 2017 Object Datasheet no.5: A Short Guide to Early and Middle Bronze Age Spearheads
Online: The Later Prehistoric Finds Group
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http://finds.org.uk/javascript:Cookiebot.renew()
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000041426
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000043822
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000043822
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000009663
http://finds.org.uk/database/publications/publication/id/4955

