
FINGER RING
Unique ID: LANCUM-ED5E96

Object type certainty: Certain
Workflow status: Published

A Viking gold ring ring which consists of a double-banded hoop made from a slightly concavo-convex
strip with the ends drawn into wires at the back of the hoop, which are then tightly wound round a
constricted section of the strip; diameter, 24 mm (max); height at front, 13 mm. The bands are very
slightly apart at the front and sides. They are both incised with a median groove decorated above
and below with two rows of small, punched, apex-to-apex triangles, creating slightly raised lozenge
shapes, although the spacing of the punches is irregular in places.

The form of the ring is closely comparable with two Viking examples also of gold in the collection of
the British Museum, with only two coils each from Saddleworth Moor (Greater Manchester) and
Ireland, although they are made of rods rather than a strip (registration nos. MME 1915,12-6,1 and
1849,3-1,27 respectively). The form is further paralleled by a distinctive type of coiled silver armring
made in Ireland in the late 9th/early 10th centuries and developed from a simpler Viking type (J.
Sheehan, 1991-2, 'Coiled arm-rings - an Hiberno-Viking silver armring type', Journal of Irish
Archaeology, 6, pp. 41-53; the description of the Saddleworth ring as silver in the caption to pl. 6 is
incorrect. Thanks are due to Prof. J. Graham-Campbell for this reference). A further example of this
type was recently reported as Treasure (ref. 2007 T19)

Surface metal analysis conducted at the BritishMuseum indicated an approximate gold content for
the ring of 83-86%, a silver content of 11-14%, and a copper content of 2-4%. The ring weighs 13.68
grams. The ring from Sedbergh would therefore qualify as Treasure under two of the stipulated
criteria of the Treasure Act: it is more than 300 years old and the precious metal content exceeds
10%.

B.M. Ager

Class:  Saddleworth Moor

Subsequent actions

Current location of find: Kendall Museum or Dales Countryside Museum
Subsequent action after recording: Acquired by museum after being declared Treasure

Treasure details

Treasure case tracking number: 2008T147

Chronology

Broad period: EARLY MEDIEVAL
Subperiod from: Late
Period from: EARLY MEDIEVAL 
Subperiod to: Late
Period to: EARLY MEDIEVAL 
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Date from: AD 900
Date to: AD 1100

Dimensions and weight

Quantity: 1
Length: 25.09 mm
Width: 23.21 mm
Thickness: 1.69 mm
Weight: 13.7 g

Discovery dates

Date(s) of discovery: Friday 1st February 2008

Personal details

This information is restricted for your access level.

Other reference numbers

Other reference: 50 Finds from Cumbria
Treasure case number: 2008T147

Materials and construction

Primary material: Gold 
Manufacture method: Cast
Completeness: Complete 

Spatial metadata
Region: North West (European Region)
County or Unitary authority: Cumbria (County)
District: South Lakeland (District)
To be known as: Sedbergh Area

Spatial coordinates

Grid reference source: From a paper map
Unmasked grid reference accurate to a 0.01 metre square.

Discovery metadata

Method of discovery: Metal detector
Current location: Kendall Museum or Dales Countryside Museum
General landuse: Cultivated land
Specific landuse: Character undetermined
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http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000041431
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000013244
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000012934

