
BROOCH
Unique ID: SF5191

Object type certainty: Certain
Workflow status: Published

Large dragonesque brooch, complete apart from the end of the pin. Both head and foot are identical,
each in the shape of a 'dragon' head. The eye is made from a bold ring-and-dot, and the curled-up
snout ends in a circular lobe decorated with five punched dots (unclear on the foot due to corrosion).
The ears are formed from an oval lobe divided into two by a tall ridge; either side of the ridge are
champlevé cells for enamel. These have a keyed surface but all the enamel is now missing. The neck
and foot curve in towards a widened body which is decorated with more champlevé cells, also now
empty. A longitudinal cell wall follows the S curve of the body, with three transverse cell walls in the
centre forming four square cells. The reverse of the body is slightly hollowed. A bar runs between
the middle of the body and the chin of the head; this feature is found on other dragonesque brooches
and probably gives greater strength. The copper-alloy pin survives; the loop is made by wrapping
one flattened end into an elegant one-and-three-quarter coil spiral. The outside of the spiral is
decorated with a pair of longitudinal grooves. The rest of the pin is bent into what is probably an
original curve (to accommodate thick cloth) and about half is missing. Very dark green/brown patina.
This is a native British type, most common in the north.

Class:  dragonesque

Chronology

Broad period: ROMAN
Period from: ROMAN 
Date from: AD 50
Date to: AD 150

Dimensions and weight

Quantity: 1
Length: 63 mm
Width: 39 mm
Weight: 16.04 g

Discovery dates

Date(s) of discovery: Thursday 1st March 2001

Personal details

This information is restricted for your access level.

Materials and construction

Primary material: Copper alloy 
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Spatial metadata
Region: Eastern (European Region)
County or Unitary authority: Suffolk (County)
District: Forest Heath (District)
To be known as: SUFFOLK LAKENHEATH

Spatial coordinates

Unmasked grid reference accurate to a 0.01 metre square.

Discovery metadata

Method of discovery: Metal detector
General landuse: Cultivated land
Specific landuse: Character undetermined
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http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000041425
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000015934
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000015867

