
Minutes of the Treasure Valuation Committee Meeting – 20
th

 April 2012  

 

The meeting was held in the Board Room at the British Museum on Friday, 20
th

 April 2012 at 11am.  

 

Present 

 

Committee          British Museum        DCMS                 
Colin Renfrew (Chair)             Caroline Barton          Paul Blaker                      

Trevor Austin                           Hilary Orange 

Ian Carradice           Janina Parol  

John Cherry          Ian Richardson 

Peter Clayton          Janina Parol 

David Dykes          

Hetty Gleave 

Tim Pestell 

 

 

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Thursday, 9
th

 March 2012 – The minutes were passed as a true record 

of the meeting. 

 

Item 2: Objects 

 

Bronze Age artefacts 
 

1. Bronze Age gold ring from Welton, Lincolnshire (2011 T580) 

The provisional valuer suggested £700 - £900. The Committee viewed the ring in light of this and felt that 

the general range was correct and in accordance with similar three-banded rings seen before by the 

Committee.  In particular, the Committee pointed to an example from Sittingbourne area, Kent (2006 T566; 

Treasure Annual Report 2005/6, p. 18; PAS ID: KENT-1B0162) valued at £400, and felt that in relation 

the ring from Welton, Lincolnshire was worth £700, and recommended that amount.  The Collection, 

Lincoln, hopes to acquire.   

 

2. Bronze Age hoard from Boughton Malherbe, Kent (2011 T464) 

The provisional valuer suggested £11,000.  The Committee considered the hoard in light of this and 

commented that it was archaeological interesting.   The Committee noted that the provisional valuer’s 

itemised valuations represented only 40 out of the 352 objects and that the 312 non-itemised objects were 

valued totally at £1,980, which seemed rather low. The Committee was also concerned that some items 

which it felt were worthy of individual mention were seemingly disregarded.  Of the objects that were 

specifically valued, the Committee made the following observations: 

£300 for the large intact socketed celt  was felt to be high 

£200 each for the 10x damaged celts was also felt to be high, with £150 suggested as a more  

appropriate figure.  

 

Overall the Committee considered that a second provisional valuation should be provided before it 

recommended a valuation.  The Committee asked the Secretariat to commission for this 

purpose, and agreed to consider the case again when the valuation was provided.  Maidstone Museum 

hopes to acquire.   

 

3. Middle Bronze Age hoard from Lewes area, East Sussex (2011 T192) 

The provisional valuer suggested £15,000-£18,500.  The Committee examined the hoard in light of this 

and felt that the suggested range accorded with the Committee’s views as to the global value of the hoard.  

It was felt that the valuer had over valued the palstave axes in the hoard, which although of good size, 



would not be rare on the market.  The Committee agreed with the higher ranges of the itemised values 

suggested by the valuer for the majority of the objects; making the following deviations: 

 

Amongst palstave axes, the Committee felt that axes one and two should be valued at £300, and item three 

at £200.  Amongst the Sussex loops, the Committee recommended for item four, £2000; for item six, 

£2000; and for items eight, £1500. 

 

Taken together, this represented a figure of £3000 less than the upper end of the suggested range.  In 

agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee therefore recommended £15,500 in total.   Lewes 

Castle Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

 

Iron Age artefacts 

 

4. Iron Age (possibly) gold twisted torc wire fragment from Gwithian, Cornwall (2010 T748)- 2
nd

 

viewing 

The provisional valuer had recommended £550.  The Committee recommended £520 at its meeting of 19 

January 2012.  The finder and landowner submitted two letters challenging this, which the Committee 

considered as it viewed the item again.  The Committee assured the finder and landowner that the figure 

recommended at the meeting of 19 January 2012 was equivalent to what the Committee felt was the item’s 

open market price.  The Committee also pointed out that the Iron Age torcs mentioned by the finder and 

landowner as comparison pieces were fantastic objects of craftsmanship and design, much larger in size 

than the piece under discussion and not suitable guides for the market price of the piece from Gwithian.  

The parallels of modern gold rings were also thought to be inappropriate.   

 

As the finder and landowner said that they had been assured that collectors and antiquaries would be 

prepared to pay several thousands of pounds for the piece from Gwithian, should it appear on the open 

market, the Committee requested that if the finder and landowner wished such comments to carry weight, 

they should submit evidence for this valuation in the form of a letter or email from an expert valuer, which 

clearly stated the rationale behind their suggestion and their qualifications for valuing the item.  The 

Committee noted that the finder and landowner indicated that they might seek a formal private valuation, 

but complained that they were unable to provide a private valuation as they felt it would be cost prohibitive 

to pay someone to travel from Cornwall to London to view the item in person.  The Committee suggested 

that a valuation could be sought from an expert based in London.  A list of independent experts regularly 

consulted by the Committee, some of whom are based in London, is available on the website of the 

Portable Antiquities Scheme: http://finds.org.uk/treasure/advice/people   

 

The Committee will defer considering the submission again whilst it awaits an indication from the finder 

and landowner as to whether they intend to supply further evidence as detailed above.  Either way, the 

Committee intends to consider the case again at its meeting of 20 July 2012, and would appreciate an 

answer from the finder and landowner in advance of that meeting.  Royal Institute of Cornwall hopes to 

acquire. 

 

 

Roman artefacts 

 

5. Roman (possibly) gold and silver ingot hoard (9) from Newchurch area, Kent (2009 T181) 

The provisional valuer suggested £8,400 - £8,600.  The finders submitted comments.  The Committee 

viewed the hoard in light of this, and wishes to point out to the finders the marked difference between the 

Ringlemere Gold Cup, a supreme piece of craftsmanship with stand alone appeal, and the hoard in 

question.  The Committee explained that for generic, mostly nondescript items such as the ingots in this 

http://finds.org.uk/treasure/advice/people


hoard, most of the market value would be linked to their precious metal content.  Therefore the Committee 

said that the methodology for valuing such items was to firstly determine the bullion value of the precious 

metal of the items and to apply a basic multiplier to this (to account for their age and context) and then to 

add any uplift as appropriate to account for additional factors of attraction, such as rarity or aesthetic 

appeal.     

 

The Committee had in the past felt it appropriate to apply a multiplier of 1.5 times the bullion value of the 

precious metal in an ancient, non-descript artefact in order to identify a base from which to determine its 

market value.  In this instance, 1.5 times the bullion value of the silver content of the four cakes was felt to 

be accurately calculated by the provisional valuer at £1,100.  The Committee also agreed that the valuer 

has correctly allowed for a figure of 1.5 times the bullion value of the gold in the ingots in the suggestion 

of £7500. 

 

The silver cakes were not felt to possess any additional appeal beyond that already accounted for, but the 

gold ingots were seen as attractive in their own right and worthy of an uplift of £500 each for the two of 

them.  The Committee therefore recommended a value of £9,600 for the hoard. (£1100 + £7500 +£500 + 

£500 = £9,600).  Maidstone Museum hopes to acquire. 

  

 

Early Medieval artefacts 

 

6. Early Medieval gold cloisonné panel from Acton Trussell and Bednall, Staffordshire (2011 T33) 

 The provisional valuer suggested £420 - £480.  The Committee took account of this as it examined the 

cloisonné and found the comparanda in the valuation report to be relevant and a good indication of the 

relative worth of this piece.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £450.  

The Potteries Museum, Staffordshire, hopes to acquire. 

 

7. Viking hoard from Silverdale area, Lancashire (2011 T569) 

The first provisional valuer suggested for the objects: £36,775, and for the coins: £24,805. 

The second provisional valuer suggested for the objects only: £124,000-£149,000. 

The third provisional valuer suggested for the coins only: £95,000. 

The finder submitted comments on these.  The Committee considered this information as it viewed the 

hoard.   

 

The Committee was concerned to read in the letter from the finder that the Finds Liaison Officer (FLO) to 

whom the hoard had been reported had offered comments on the provisional valuations.  The Committee 

made the point it was inappropriate for FLOs to make comments or give advice on valuations, provisional 

or otherwise.  The Committee agreed that it was appropriate for the Committee to write to Dr Roger Bland, 

the head of the Portable Antiquities Scheme, to express its concerns and to make him aware of the 

statements in this case and to ask him to show the finder’s submission to the FLO and to ask her to state 

whether the comments attributed to her were true, and whether she had any further comments.   

 

It was noted that the only point of coincidence among the two valuers who made suggestions for the 

objects was for item eight in the catalogue; for all other items the first valuer was universally lower than 

the second. Similarly, the Committee remarked on the large difference between the first valuer’s suggested 

figures for the coins, and those supplied by the third valuer.  Overall, the Committee felt that another 

valuation for the objects and coins would be important to obtain, in order to ensure the most accuracy in 

recommending a market value.  To that end, the Committee asked the Secretariat to commission 

to value both the coins and objects. Lancaster City Museum hopes to acquire. 

 



The Committee also discussed generally whether, in valuing a hoard, the total value of the hoard is equal 

to the sum of its parts or whether the total value of the hoard would be higher due to its size, fame, public 

interest or importance.  The Committee felt that although this was something that needed examination on a 

case-by-case basis, only in exceptional circumstances, such as in the case of the Staffordshire Hoard, 

would a premium ‘hoard value’ apply.  Whether or not such a premium should apply in the case of the 

Silverdale Hoard was not concluded at this meeting. 

.   

8. Early Medieval silver-gilt sword pommel from Lowick, Northamptonshire (2010 T702)- 2
nd

 

viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £2,500-£3,000; the second provisional valuer suggested £600.  The 

finder submitted comments and a private valuation for £5,000. 

 

The Committee considered the pommel again in light of this information, having regard to all of the 

valuations received.  It again acknowledged the interest of this relatively rare type of pommel, agreeing 

with the finder that it was similar to a pommel found in Chiswick Eyot and acquired for £800 by the 

Museum of London in 1981, though the Chiswick Eyot pommel was seen to be in much better condition.  

The Committee also mentioned as a parallel a silver-gilt sword pommel from Moudsworth, Cheshire (2003 

T139; Treasure Annual Report 2003, p. 87, valued at £4250) which, although damaged, was felt to be 

superior in design and attraction to the piece from Lowick.     

 

The Committee pointed out that, in accordance with paragraph 66 of the Treasure Act 1996 Code of 

Practice, ‘The valuation will be as at the time of finding of the object and in the condition in which it was 

found (see also paragraph 47). It is expected that the Committee will be aware of the potential value of the 

object in its conserved state, after the deduction of notional cleaning and conservation costs’.  In this 

instance the Committee appreciated that in its conserved state the pommel would command some attention 

on the market, but that the cleaning and conservation required would be substantial.   

 

Having regard to all of these factors, the Committee recommended a value of £3,750.  The British Museum 

hopes to acquire.   

 

9. Early Medieval-Post-Medieval objects from Woodbridge area, Suffolk (2009 T163 a, b, c, T333, 

T383, T384, T385, T386, 2010 T34, T75, T90, T247, T249, T412, T722, T723, T648, T649, T650, T651, 

T652, T653, T654, 2011 T196, T197, T198, T353, T354, T366, T367, T368, T412)- 2
nd

 viewing 

 

The finders requested that the Committee re-consider its recommendation for all of the Woodbridge area 

cases, taking account of the specific provenance of all the items – suggested as being ‘one of the few 

places referred to by Bede as the “Vicus Regius” of the East Anglian kings’.  The Committee considered 

the cases again in light of this submission, and noted that it had already discussed the issue of the effect of 

provenance on value.  The Committee had taken note of the interesting provenance of the site, and 

confirmed that its previous recommendations had accounted for this and remained adequate.  

 

 

Specifically regarding case 2010 T654 Anglo-Saxon gold pin from Woodbridge area, Suffolk 

The first provisional valuer suggested £1,200; the second provisional valuer suggested £450.  The finder 

submitted comments, specifically regarding the second provisional valuation.  The Committee viewed the 

pin again in light of this and noted that the finder had indicated he would be commissioning his own 

valuation, and so the Committee deferred making a recommendation until that submission is received.  It 

asked that this be received in time for the next meeting, at which time the Committee will be making a 

recommendation on the information available to it. Colchester & Ipswich Museum Service hopes to 

acquire. 



 

 

Medieval artefacts 

 

10. Medieval silver livery badge from Beal, North Yorkshire (2011 T577) 

The provisional valuer suggested £45.  The Committee viewed the badge in light of this and found it to be 

an attractive and interesting piece, and felt that it would command more attention on the market than the 

provisional valuer had allowed it.  The Committee recommended £80.  York Museums Trust hopes to 

acquire.   

 

11. Medieval silver brooch pin from Kirton in Lindsey, North Lincolnshire (2011 T559) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100 - £150.  The Committee viewed the item in light of this, noting that 

the provisional valuer had described this as a ‘pin’ and compared it to a dress pin being sold by TimeLine 

Originals.  The impression given by this was that the valuer considered the item to be an object in its own 

right, rather than a component of a larger item (a brooch) as it would have been when constructed.  In 

doing so, the valuer had suggested a price for the brooch pin that was in the Committee’s opinion more 

appropriate for the value of an entire medieval brooch. 

 

The Committee asked the Secretariat to write to the valuer, explaining its views and asking the valuer to 

clarify whether he had valued the item as a dress pin or as a pin from a brooch, and, if the former, whether 

he wished to amend his valuation.  The Committee resolved to consider the case again once it had received 

this information from the valuer.  North Lincolnshire Museum hopes to acquire.  

 

12. Medieval silver annular brooch (incomplete) from Besthorpe, Nottinghamshire (2011 T479) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-£40.  The Committee viewed the brooch in light of this and noted 

the item’s distorted condition.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £30.  

Newark Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

13. Late Medieval/ Early Post-Medieval silver brooch from Stoke Wake, Dorset (2011 T112) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-£60.  The Committee took account of this as it examined the item, 

and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £60.  Dorset County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

14. Medieval silver annular brooch from Elm, Cambridgeshire (2010 T816) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-£60.  The Committee inspected the brooch in light of this and noted 

its poor condition and lack of pin, and recommended £45. Wisbech Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

15. Late Medieval gold Tau cross pendant from Gawcott-with-Lenborough, Buckinghamshire (2011 

T600) 

The provisional valuer suggested £450. The Committee viewed the cross in light of this and thought it to 

be an attractive piece of good substance, and felt that it was worth more than suggested.  The Committee 

recommended £550.  Buckinghamshire County Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

16. Medieval silver-gilt pilgrim badge fragment from York area, North Yorkshire (2010 T657) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250.  The Committee examined the badge in light of this.  The 

Committee found the provisional valuer’s suggestion that the badge fragment might be compared to a groat 

to be unhelpful, and in its own deliberations the Committee did not use the price of a groat as a guide in 

valuing this piece.  Nonetheless the Committee felt that the suggested figure was reasonable.  It noted by 

way of comparison that a complete silver-gilt badge of this type was offered at a retail price of £450 by 

Timeline Originals on their website on 11 June 2007.  The Committee also accepted the provisional 

valuer’s argument that the suggested value was proportionate to the value of  silver St George and Dragon 



badge from the Appleby area, Cumbria (2011 T488, PAS ID: LANCUM-619B37) which the Committee 

valued at £400.  In this case, the Committee recommended £250.  York Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

The Committee asked the Secretariat to write to the provisional valuer and say that it found his observation 

about the groat in this instance to be unhelpful, and that oblique and erroneous comments of this type are a 

distraction.  The Committee also made the point that the reason for writing to the valuer was that one of the 

interested parties noticed the comment about the groat and objected to it.  The Committee thanked the 

valuer for his services, but hoped the valuer could avoid such comments in future reports.    

 

17. Medieval silver pilgrim badge from Appleby area, Cumbria (2011 T488) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400.  The Committee inspected the badge, and found the provisional 

valuer’s suggestion that the badge fragment might be compared to a groat to be unhelpful, and in its own 

deliberations the Committee did not use the price of a groat as a guide in valuing this piece.  The 

Committee had at this same meeting valued a fragment of a silver-gilt badge of St George and the Dragon 

from the York area, North Yorkshire (2010 T657; PAS ID: DUR-84E7D7)  at £250.  The Appleby area 

badge, though not gilded, was felt to be an attractive example, and complete.  In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £400.  Penrith Museum hopes to acquire.   

 

18. Late Medieval silver-gilt badge from Branston, Lincolnshire (2011 T5) 

The provisional valuer suggested £450.  The Committee viewed the badge with this in mind, and taking 

account of the missing features, nonetheless felt that this was an attractive piece.  In agreement with the 

provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £450. The Collection, Lincoln hopes to acquire. 

 

19. Medieval silver-gilt mount from Brandsby, North Yorkshire (2010 T559) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-£400.  The Committee examined the mount in light of this.  The 

Committee found the small item to be colourful and appealing in shape, and in agreement with the 

provisional valuer, recommended £350.  York Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

20. Medieval silver-gilt boar badge from Stillingfleet, North Yorkshire (2010 T471) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000.  The Committee viewed the badge in light of this and 

commented on the fine detail present on the piece, and gave credit to the finder for not attempting to clean 

the badge at all.  The Committee also had regard to the minutes and notes of a previously valued boar 

badge from South Leicestershire (2009 T480; PAS ID: LEIC-A6C834; valued at £2250).  The Committee 

noted that the Stillingfleet badge was heavier and larger than that from South Leicestershire, but that the 

South Leicestershire piece had benefitted from its provenance, having been found at the location of the 

Battle of Bosworth Field.  The Committee had also previously valued a silver-gilt boar badge from 

Chiddingly, East Sussex (Treasure Annual Report 2000; pg. 83, valued at £3600) which when found was 

the only known precious metal example of its type.  This was subsequently acquired by the British 

Museum.  The Stillingfleet badge did not share the exclusivity of the Chiddingly badge, but was felt to 

compare nicely in terms of attraction.  The Committee also drew attention to another boar badge that had 

been sold by the dealer AngloAntiquities for £4000 in 2007, though this was a complete example and felt 

to be more appealing than the Stillingfleet badge.  On balance, and taking account of the above, the 

Committee recommended £2000. York Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

 

21. Medieval silver-gilt crucifix from Stamford Bridge area, East Riding of Yorkshire (2010 T799) 

The provisional valuer suggested £75.  The finder submitted comments on the provisional valuation. 

The Committee viewed the item in light of this and pointed out that the comparison suggested by the finder 

was twice the size of the item he had found, but that otherwise it shared the same degree of completeness.  

The Committee felt that it was necessary to have the information of a second provisional valuation, and 



determined to reconsider the case when one had been provided.  East Riding Museums Service hopes to 

acquire. 

 

22. Medieval silver pendant with Roman intaglio from Wimborne area, Dorset (2010 T435)- 2
nd

 

viewing 
The provisional valuer had suggested £50.  The Finder submitted a challenge, and a private valuation of £170. 

The Committee took account of this information as it viewed the pendant again.  It took the view that the 

private valuation was too high, given the small size of the piece, but having re-appraised the pendant, the 

Committee felt that the item was worth slightly more than it had recommended at the previous meeting.  The 

Committee recommended £110.  The British Museum hopes to acquire.    

 

 

Post-Medieval artefacts 

 

23. Post-Medieval silver thimble from Walberton, West Sussex (2011 T438) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25.  The Committee paid regard to this as it viewed the thimble and in 

agreement with the valuer, recommended £25. Littlehampton Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

24. Post-Medieval silver bell from Long Ashton, North Somerset (2010 T798) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25.  The Committee viewed the bell in light of this and found it to be in 

a poor condition, and so recommended £20.  North Somerset Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

25. Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress pin from Dalwood, Devon (2009 T362) 
The provisional valuer suggested £60-£80.  The Committee examined the pin with this in mind and found 

the valuation to be justified.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the Committee recommended £70.  

Royal Albert Memorial Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

26. Post-Medieval silver-gilt clothes fastener from Ashchurch, Gloucestershire (2011 T168)  

The provisional valuer suggested £60.  The Committee inspected the clothes fastener in light of this and 

although small in size, the Committee felt that the item was attractive, and recommended £70.  

Tewkesbury Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

27. Post-Medieval silver bodkin from Norwell, Nottinghamshire (2011 T498) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-£80.  The Committee viewed the bodkin in light of this and noticed 

the break but commented on the fine engraving.  In agreement with the provisional valuer, it recommended 

£70.  Newark Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

28. Post-Medieval silver vervel or hawking ring from Wellington area, Herefordshire (2011 T395) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500.  The Committee viewed the vervel with this in 

mind and noted that silver vervels of this type which can be traced to a specific family carry interest on the 

market – witness a medieval silver vervel in very fine condition from Beccles, Suffolk, linked to the De 

Vere family, which was sold at Timeline Auctions on 16 March 2012 for £1500, against a pre-auction 

estimate of £400 - £600.  The Wellington area vervel, though less ancient, was likely to be connected to a 

particular family.  The Committee felt that the valuation was well supported, and that it also corresponded 

with values that the Committee had recommended for similar vervels (for instance, 2009 T523 from 

Fransham, Norfolk; PAS ID: NMS-092867; valued at £500).  In agreement with the provisional valuer, the 

Committee recommended £500.  Hereford Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

29. Post-Medieval silver-gilt finger-ring from Sleaford area, Lincolnshire (2011 T403) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,200.  The Committee examined the ring in light of this and 

commented on the item’s impressive size.  Believing the suggested figure to be accurate, the Committee, in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £1200. The Collection, Lincoln hopes to acquire. 



 

Item 3: Coins 
 

Roman coins:  

 

30. Roman silver siliquae (11) from Frome area, Somerset (2011 T233) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-£350.  The Committee viewed the siliquae in light this and felt that 

the valuation was accurate, so in agreement with the valuer, recommended £325.  The Museum of 

Somerset hopes to acquire. 

 

Medieval coins 
 

31. Medieval silver denier coins (fused), (5) from Isley cum Langley, Leicestershire (2010 T518) 

The provisional valuer suggested £45.  The Committee examined the fused coins and was of the opinion 

that the rationale for the valuation was sound and in agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended 

£45. Castle Donnington Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

32. Byzantine gold coin pendant from Bedale, North Yorkshire (2010 T298) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150.  The Committee viewed the pendant in light of this and in 

agreement with the provisional valuer, recommended £150.  York Museum Trust hopes to acquire. 

 

 

Item 4: Norfolk Cases [Tim Pestell left the room] 

 

33. Early Medieval gold finger-ring from Swaffham area, Norfolk (2011 T388) 

The provisional valuer suggested £850-£950.  The finder submitted comments on the provisional valuation 

and the Committee considered these as it viewed the ring. The Committee took note of the damage 

suffered by the ring and that it was incomplete, with most of it being comprised of the bezel.  By way of 

comparison, the Committee pointed to a similar style ring from the West Yorkshire Hoard, (2008 T553, 

Portable Antiquities and Treasure Annual Report 2008, pg. 114, entry 183 – item 2 therein; PAS ID: 

SWYOR-F86A02) which was complete and wearable, and had been valued at £5500.   

 

The Committee noted that the finder mentioned a suggested value for the ring that had been provided by a 

local jeweller.  The Committee clarified for the finder that if the finder wished for this (or any other private 

valuation) to be properly considered by the Committee, the finder should submit the valuation in the form 

of a letter or e-mail from the valuer, giving their name and qualifications for valuing the item, and clearly 

stating the justification for the amount suggested.   The Committee deferred making a recommendation on 

the valuation until this had been communicated to the finder and he had been given the opportunity to 

supply any valuation information.  The Committee wished to consider the case again at its meeting of 20 

July 2012 and asked that the finder either submit any valuation information in advance of that meeting, or 

accept that his previously submitted comments would not have much influence on the Committee’s 

decision.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 

 

The Committee further requested of the Secretariat that when receiving such submissions from interested 

parties, that the Secretariat make it clear to those parties that valuation information should be submitted in 

a form that may be properly considered by the Committee.  Further, if suggestions are made by interested 

parties to a private value that has been obtained or has been sought, the Committee wishes that this 

evidence is supplied before it recommends a value to the Secretary of State.   

 

34. Early Medieval silver penny from Mildenhall area, Suffolk (2011 T632) 



The provisional valuer suggested £480.  The Committee examined the penny in light of this and, finding it 

to be an attractive example, recommended £500.  Norwich Castle Museum hopes to acquire. 
 

[Tim Pestell re-entered the room] 

 

Item 5: Any Other Business:   

 

Appointment of Vice-Chair to the Committee – The Committee discussed the possibility of appointing a 

Vice-Chair to the Committee.  It was clarified that the previous holder of that position, Jack Ogden, had 

been officially appointed to the role by the Minister.  The Committee felt that rather than initiate the 

appointment process for this position, it simply made sense to have plans in place for someone to chair the 

Committee in the event that Lord Renfrew was unable to attend a meeting.  Lord Renfrew suggested that 

such a person might be designated on a year-on-year basis, and suggested that Ian Carradice would be an 

appropriate member to take up this task for the coming year.  Ian Carradice accepted this proposition and 

the rest of the Committee was unanimous in its support.  It was then understood that for the period from 

April 2012 to April 2013, should the Chair be unavailable for a meeting, Ian Carradice will stand in and 

chair said meeting.     

 

Other points raised: 

The Committee asked the Secretariat to thank the caterers for their contribution over the last five years. 

 

The Committee asked the Secretariat to remind curators and Finds Liaison Officers to include weight in 

reports for coroner. 

 

The Committee took the view that as a general rule, when considering scrap silver or scrap gold from the 

Roman or Early Medieval period, it is appropriate to value them at 1.5 times the bullion value, and then to 

add any appropriate figure for additional aesthetic value, if present.    

 

 

Item 6: Date of Next Meeting – 23rd May 2012 in the Hartwell Room at the British Museum 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 




