
Minutes of the Treasure Valuation Committee 

Trustees Board Room, British Museum, Friday 4th April 2008, 11am 

 

Present: 
 

Committee   Other    Apologies 
Norman Palmer (chair)  Caroline Barton (BM)  Jack Ogden  

May Sinclair   Roger Bland (BM)   

Peter Clayton   Janina Parol (BM)  

Ian Carradice    Ian Richardson (BM) 

John Cherry   William McMyn (DCMS) 

Tim Pestell   Trevor Austin (expert adviser) 

    

 

 

Item 1: Welcome of New Committee member 
  The Committee welcomed Tim Pestell to the Committee. 

Item 2: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday 13th February 2008 

The minutes were passed as a true record. 

 

Item 3: Objects 

 
Prehistoric artefacts 

 

1. Bronze Age hoard from Tattershall area, Lincolnshire (2006 T308) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer recommended £150; The Committee previously recommended £160.  The 

Committee took into account the finder’s submission but did not see grounds to change their 

previous valuation; the recommendation of £160 was confirmed. 
 

Roman Artefacts 
 

2. *Roman silver brooch fragment from Huckle Hill, Bedfordshire (2007 T491) 
The provisional valuer suggested £10; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, agreeing 

with the valuer, recommended £10. 

 

3. Roman gold finger-ring from North Cornwall (2006 T463) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £175; The Committee originally recommended £175.  The 

landowner’s subsequent comments were taken into account but the Committee felt that the ring, 

though pretty, is not of a wearable size and did not see grounds to change their previous 

valuation; the recommendation of £175 was confirmed. 
 

 

Viking Artefacts 

 

4. *Viking silver finger-ring from Grindale, East Riding of Yorkshire (2007 T180) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £200. 
 

5. *Viking silver neckring fragment from Stamford Bridge area, East Riding of Yorkshire 

(2007 T226) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £10. 
 

6. Viking silver finger-ring (3) & associated goods from Cumwhitton, Cumbria (2004 T255)  
The provisional valuer suggested £550 (£650 if it is a whetstone); the Committee inspected the 

find in light of this and, agreeing with the valuer, recommended £650.  The Committee stated that 

is eligible for an ex gratia reward due to the fact that he was the finder of the original 

non-Treasure finds, in line with paragraph 33 of the Treasure Act Code of Practice.  The 

Committee agreed that the provision in the Treasure Act Code of Practice that anyone engaged 



on an archaeological investigation is not eligible for a reward (paragraph 81) should be over-

ridden in this case by the provision in paragraph 33. 
 

 

Anglo-Saxon Artefacts 

 

7. *Anglo-Saxon gold pendant fragment from Corby, Northamptonshire (2006 T43) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50; The Committee felt this was low, it is a curious item, 

decorated, with the emotive element of being Anglo-Saxon. The Committee recommended £75. 
 

8. *Anglo-Saxon gold setting from Rushton, Northamptonshire (2006 T320) 

The provisional valuer suggested £90; the Committee felt this was slightly low and 

recommended £100. 
 

9. *Anglo-Saxon silver pin from near Woodbridge, Suffolk (2007 T210) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80; the Committee felt this was slightly high and compared it 

to a similar piece from Deerhurst, Gloucestershire (2004 T412; £75) and complete pins recently 

seen on the market for c. £140.  The Committee recommended £70. 
 

 

 

Early Medieval artefacts 

 

10. *Late Early Medieval silver ingot from Ringshall, Suffolk (2007 T714) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £100. 
 

11. *Late Early Medieval silver strap end from North East Suffolk (2007 T245) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200; the Committee felt this was slightly high and 

recommended £180. 
 

 

Medieval Artefacts 

 

12. *Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Cotswolds area, Gloucestershire (2006 T135) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £250. 
 

13. *Medieval silver chape from St Michael, Hertfordshire (2007 T440) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £80. 
 

14. Medieval gold mount from Dacorum area, Hertfordshire (2007 T224)  

The provisional valuer suggested £8,000.  Peter Clayton declared an interest in this case as vice 

chairman of Dacorum Museum.  He submitted written comments to the chair and left the room for the 

duration of the discussion.  Regarding the provisional valuer’s comparison with the Middleham jewel, 

the engraving is similar in that it is in a late Medieval engraved gold style but the comparison is not 

relevant as the Middleham jewel is 70 years earlier than this piece.  The Committee took note of the 

finder’s submission concerning the red enamelling and asked the Committee Secretariat to forward 

the finder’s letter to the provisional valuer, asking him to revisit the item in light of it.  The 

Committee requested that a second valuation be commissioned, with the finder’s letter being 

provided to them also. 
 

15. Medieval gold finger-ring from Diss area, Suffolk (2007 T232) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,800.  The Committee deferred this case requesting that the 

British Museum analysis report be forwarded to the finder for comment; permission of the authors of 

the report to be requested. 

 

16. Medieval gold finger-ring from Diss area, Suffolk (2007 T233) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,800.  The Committee deferred this case requesting that the 



British Museum analysis report be forwarded to the finder for comment; permission of the authors of 

the report to be requested. 

 

17. Medieval gold finger-ring from Diss area, Suffolk (2007 T234) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000.  The Committee deferred this case requesting that the 

British Museum analysis report be forwarded to the finder for comment; permission of the authors of 

the report to be requested. 

 

18. Medieval silver pendant from Stapleton, North Yorkshire (2007 T70) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £1,500; the second provisional valuer suggested £800.  The 

Committee inspected the find in light of this and looked at it in relation to iconographic rings of 

the period.  The second valuer treats the piece as a spoon terminal but it is obviously a pendant of 

three-dimensional design.  The Committee agree with the first valuer and see nothing in the 

second valuer’s submission to decline their view, recommending £1,500. 
 

 

Post-medieval artefacts 

 

19. *Post-Medieval silver seal die from Ropley, Hampshire (2007 T406) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300; the Committee felt this was slightly high, noting the 

rather poor quality of the engraving and compared it with a similar piece from Bayston Hill, 

Shropshire (2006  T599; £250).  The Committee recommended £275. 
 

20. *Post-Medieval silver dress pin from Pocklington, East Riding of Yorkshire (2007 T560) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and 

compared it with a similar item which is a complete pin in two pieces from Langenhoe, Essex 

(2003 T324; £65).  The Committee, agreeing with the valuer, recommended £50. 
 

21. Post-Medieval silver seal matrix from Shenley, Hertfordshire (2007 T404) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120, the Committee noted that the find is broken and 

compared it to complete examples in Benets, c. £100- £125.  The Committee took into account 

the finder’s comments and taking in to account the possibility of a traceable family recommended 

£140. 

 

Item 4:  Coins 

 
Iron Age Coins 

 

22. Iron Age coins (2) from Climping, West Sussex (2006 T107) 

The provisional valuer suggested £850-£1,200; the Committee inspected the find in light of this 

and, agreeing with the valuer’s top valuations, recommended £1,200. 
 

23. Iron Age coins (2) from Little Horwood, Buckinghamshire (2007 T608) 

The provisional valuer suggested £600-£800; the Committee inspected the find in light of this 

and, agreeing with the valuer’s top valuations, recommended £800. 
 

Roman coins 

 

24. Roman coin hoard from Doncaster, South Yorkshire (2005 T418) – 2
nd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-£200; the Committee previously recommended £170.  

The Committee discussed abatement issues concerning the finder.  The Committee found that the 

finders did not have permission to detect on the land but did seek retrospective permission and 

demonstrated a level of honesty in reporting the coins and taking them to the museum, knowing 

they had no permission.  As such the Committee recommend abating the finders’ share by 35%, 

with that 35% reward being reallocated in favour of the landowner.  The Committee emphasises 

that permission should always be sought prior to detecting and discourages retrospective 

applications for permission. 
 

25. Roman coins (599) & associated pottery fragments from Llanvaches, Newport (06.14) – 2
nd

 

viewing 



The provisional valuer suggested £16,000-£18,000.  The Committee took into account the finder’s 

independent valuation by  CNG (£19,818.50, inclusive of £500 for pottery and 30% 

pedigree).  The Committee disagreed with Mr valuation of the pottery feeling it is 

inappropriately high, comparing it to a similar, more complete, pot from the Gilmorton hoard sold at 

auction for £10.   The 30% pedigree premium was also felt to be too high, 10% being more 

appropriate.  It was felt that Mr valuation (reducing the pot valuation and 30% pedigree) 

was in line with the Committee’s own provisional valuation and recommended £16,000.   

 

26. Roman coins (19) from Sherfield on Loddon, Hampshire (2006 T611) – 3
rd

 viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-£150; the Committee previously recommended £125.  The 

Committee discussed abatement issues concerning the finder.  Taking into account a level of 

honesty in reporting the object, a reward will be issued to the finder but it is felt appropriate to 

abate the finder’s share by 20% due to the lack of permission, with that 20% reward being 

reallocated in favour of the landowner.  It should be obvious to all metal-detectorists that 

permission is needed to detect at all times. 
 

Medieval Coins 

 

27 Medieval silver coins (2) from Hitcham, Suffolk (2007 T715) 
The provisional valuer suggested £70; the Committee inspected the find in light of this, 

recommended £70. 

 

28 Silver Piedfort of Edward III from West Clandon, Surrey (2007 T339) 
The provisional valuer suggested £1,500-£2,000; the Committee inspected the find in light of this 

and commented that the find was difficult to value, being a rare Edward III piedfort.  The 

Committee recommended £1,800. 

 

29 Medieval coin hoard from Skipton, North Yorkshire (2006 T354) – 4th viewing 

The Committee discussed the potential allocation of the reward between Messrs  and 

 as potential joint finders/persons interested, in order to advise the Secretary of State.  To 

reach a conclusion to this matter the Committee instructed the Committee Secretariat to write to 

Messrs and  with the following question:  Was there, at the time of discovery, 

an agreement between you both concerning the sharing of a reward for items found over the 

value of £1,000, to which this Treasure case is included?  A succinct, yes or no answer is 

required from both parties, with no reference to the Huxley Hoard.  Tsol to be contacted; to 

confirm that if both parties reply in the affirmative TVC is then able to recommend a splitting of 

the reward. 
 

 

Late Submission – Additional Cases 

 

30. Viking hoard from Harrogate, North Yorkshire (2007 T2) – 3
rd

 Viewing 

Deferred- upon request of the finders, in order for them to reply the acquiring museum’s comments. 

 
 

Item 5:  Any Other Business 

 

 The Committee discussed Norfolk Treasure cases.  With Tim Pestell now on the Committee it 

was agreed that he will leave the room for the discussions of all Norfolk cases.  As such, for 

convenience all Norfolk cases will be grouped together on the Agenda, instead if being 

separated by period like the rest of the item on the agenda. 

 

 

Item 6:  Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 14
th

 May 2008, Hartwell Room, 11 am with 

all finds available from 10.15. 

 




