
Minutes of the Treasure Valuation Committee 

Hartwell Room, British Museum, Wednesday 12th December 2007, 11am 

 

Present: 
 

Committee   Other    Apologies 
Norman Palmer (chair)  Caroline Barton (BM)  Jack Ogden (2nd half of meeting) 

John Cherry   Roger Bland (BM)   

May Sinclair   Caroline Lyons (BM)   

Trevor Austin   Ian Richardson (BM)     

Jack Ogden   Janina Parol (BM) 

Peter Clayton   Hilary Orange (BM)  

     Stephen Hodgson (DCMS) 

     William McMyn (DCMS) 

     Rachel Stratton (DCMS) 

     Richard Dayle (DCMS) 

     Barry Ager (BM)- in attendance for item #37 

     Gareth Williams (BM)- in attendance for item #37 

 

Item 1: Minutes of the meeting of Wednesday 31st October 2007 

The minutes were passed as a true record. 

Item 2: Objects 

 

Prehistoric artefacts 

 

1 *Bronze Age base metal hoard from Langford, Essex (2006 T372) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £300. 

 

2 *Bronze Age base metal objects from Roxby Cum Risby (2006 T551) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £50. 

 

3 Bronze Age gold torc fragment from Paul, Cornwall (2006 T550) 

The provisional valuer suggested £70; the Finder’s comments were taken into account.  The 

Committee felt the provisional valuation was too low and recommended £100. 

 

4 Bronze Age hoard from Mylor, Cornwall (2005 T323) 

The provisional valuer suggested £10,000; the Committee felt that this was too high, as axes of 

this type are becoming frequent finds and have recently been seen regularly.  It was felt the 

provisional valuer’s valuation of £300-£350 per axe was too much, £250 for an axe in excellent 

condition being more realistic, taking in to account personal experience of the Committee, 

especially taking into account axes of this type being sold at artefact fairs.  The Committee 

recommended £8500 for the hoard, inclusive of the casting jet and pottery. 

 

5 Bronze Age gold composite ring from Stone, Bucks (2007 T118) – 2nd viewing 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,100; The TVC had previously recommended £600.  The 

Committee reviewed the Finder’s submission and private valuation of  £1,000- £1,1000.  The 

Committee accord respect to both of the valuers and in light of the finder’s valuation have 

increased the valuation but feel that £1,000 is too high, especially when comparing the item to a 

similar, smaller example from Sittingbourne Area, Kent (2006 T566; £400).  The Committee 

recommended £800. 

 

Roman Artefacts 

 

6 * Roman gold finger-ring from North Cornwall, Cornwall (2006 T463) 

The provisional valuer suggested £175; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and 

carefully considered the finders comments. The Committee agreed with the valuer, recommended 

£175. 



 

7 *Roman silver spoon handle fragment from Langford, Essex (2006 T608) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £100. 

 

8 Roman gold bracelet fragment from St Buryan, Cornwall (2007 T140) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and 

carefully considered the finders comments. The Committee, agreeing with the valuer, 

recommended £100. 

 

 

Early Medieval artefacts 

 

9 *Anglo-Saxon silver scabbard fitting from Goldcliff, Monmouthshire (06.21) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400; The Committee felt this was low, due to the 

attractiveness of the piece, the detail and complete head with intact eyes. The Committee 

recommended £700. 

 

10 *Anglo-Saxon silver hooked tag from East Hertfordshire area, Hertfordshire (2007 

T200) 

The provisional valuer suggested £5; the Committee felt this was slightly low and recommended 

£10. 

 

11 Anglo-Saxon silver sword pommel from Gresford, Wrexham (06.17) - Challenge, 4th 

Viewing 

The Committee previously recommended £5,500 (June TVC, August TVC).  The Committee 

considered the Finder’s submission and saw no reason to alter their valuation.  As the finders 

submission contained no further arguments or evidence to alter the Committee’s valuation they 

will not revisit this case again and state that if the finder still wishes to challenge the valuation 

further he should direct a formal appeal to the Secretary of State. 

 

12 Anglo-Saxon gold and garnet mount from Mid Essex, Essex (2006 T440) - Challenge, 3rd 

viewing 

The Committee previously recommended £3,000 (October 2007 TVC).  The Committee took into 

account Chelmsford Museum’s challenge and the Finder’s response, but does not agree with the 

museum’s comments concerning wearability and did not see grounds to change their previous 

valuation; the recommendation of £3,000 was confirmed. 

 

13 Early Medieval silver strap-end from Milborne Port, Somerset (2007 T242) - Challenge, 

3rd viewing 
The Committee previously recommended £90.  A second provisional valuer suggested £50. The 

Committee confirmed its recommendation of £90 and replied to the Finder’s comments in his 

letter of 12th October that the strap-end they compared this item with was 2004 T384 not 2004 

T292 as quoted in the August 2007 TVC minutes. 

 

14 *Early Medieval silver-gilt coin pendant from Ware area, Hertfordshire (2007 T287) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-£80; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and 

recommended £80. 

 

Medieval artefacts 

 

15 *Medieval silver brooch from St. Brides Wentlodge, Monmouthshire (06.2) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £300. 

 

16 *Medieval silver-gilt brooch from Kelvedon, Essex (2007 T71) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £250. 



 

17 *Medieval silver finger-ring from Finchingfield, Essex (2007 T137) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250; the Committee felt this was too high when compared to a 

similar item from Lower Dean, Bedfordshire (2007 T62; £100).  The Committee recommended 

£200. 

 

18 Medieval gold annular brooch from Alby area, Norfolk (2006 T507) – 2nd viewing 

The first provisional valuer suggested £500; the second provisional valuer suggested £1,000. The 

Committee felt this was too low as the inscription is clear, readable and meaningful.  The 

Committee compared the item with a complete silver brooch from near Mildenhall, Suffolk 

(2004 T176; £1,600). The tip if the pin and one stone is missing on this item.  The Committee 

recommended £1,500. 

 

Post-medieval artefacts 
 

19 *Post-Medieval silver spoon from Littlehempston, Devon (2006 T420) 

The first provisional valuer suggested £420; The Committee requested that a second valuation be 

commissioned from an expert in antique silver. 
 

20 *Post-Medieval silver cufflinks from North of Colchester, Essex (2006 T499) 

The provisional valuer suggested £70-£80; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and 

recommended £80. 

 

21 *Post-Medieval silver pendant from Tendring, Essex (2007 T15) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-£90; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and 

recommended £80. 

 

22 *Post-Medieval silver brooch from Llantilio Pertholey, Monmouthshire (06.12) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and 

recommended £130. 

 

23 *Post-Medieval silver finger-ring from St. Brides Wentlodge, Monmouthshire (06.9) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; the Committee felt this was slightly too low and 

recommended £130.  The Committee noted that the ring is in two pieces and appears to have been in 

that condition when Dr Redknapp wrote the report, but images show the ring intact when the finder 

deposited it.  The Committee Secretariat is to contact NMGW and Mark Lodwick for comments on 

the current condition of the ring. 

 

24 *Post-Medieval silver finger-ring from Llanover, Monmouthshire (06.26) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250-£280; the Committee felt this was slightly too low and 

recommended £300.  The Committee noted that the report by Dr Redknap states that the ring is in two 

sections but the ring is in fact intact.  The Committee secretariat is to contact NMGW and Mark 

Lodwick to confirm that this was an error in the report. 

 

25 *Post-Medieval silver hooked-tag from Bishopstone, Wiltshire (2006 T238) 

The provisional valuer suggested £70-£90; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and 

recommended £90. 
 

26 *Post-Medieval silver hooked-tag from East Hertfordshire area (2007 T211) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and felt it 

was slightly low, recommending £100. 

 

27 *Post-Medieval silver-gilt dress pin from Portskewett, Monmouthshire (05.11) 

The provisional valuer suggested £80-100; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and 

recommended £80. 
 

28 Post-Medieval silver dress pin from Phillack, Cornwall (2007 T222) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and took 

into account the finder’s comments but did not feel that the scarcity of bodkins in Cornwall 

affected the value.  The Committee compared the item with similar examples from Tickenham, 



Lincolnshire (2006 T200; £100) and Newent, Gloucestershire (2006 T140; £90) recommending 

£100. 

 

29 Post-Medieval gold finger-ring from Colchester, Suffolk (2006 T639) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4,000; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and felt 

the valuation was too high and requested that this find be deferred until a second valuation had 

been commissioned. 
 

30 Post-Medieval gold pendant from South West Essex (2006 T582) – 5
th

 viewing 

The Committee previously recommended £10,000; the Committee took into account 

’s valuation submitted by the finder, reiterating that the possibility of a connection with 

Elizabeth I cannot be taken into account when valuing this item.  Christies lot 146, to which 

compares this pendant, has a much more grand central stone, which presumably is where 

most of the value lies and it is felt it this comparison is not strong enough to affect the valuation 

on this pendant, the Committee confirmed its recommendation of £10,000. 
 

 
Item 3: Coins 

 

Iron Age Coins 

 

31 Iron Age coin hoard (73) from Little Horwood, Bucks (2006 T640) 

The provisional valuer suggested £13,000-£14,000; The Finder and Landowner’s private valuers 

suggested £29,200-43,800 ( ) and £32,000-34,000 ( ). The Committee felt its 

provisional valuer overstates the potential market depression, it is felt that these 73 coins would 

not significantly alter the market value.  The coins are in better condition than stated and the 

Whaddon Chase coin values are underestimated, they should be £400-£500 on average. The 

Committee took into account the finders submissions and felt that  was valuing at 

retail value, which is not appropriate.  The Treasure valuation is what the finder would pay if he 

buys the item not what he would get if he sold it, hence not retail value as no retailer would pay 

the finder the same amount of money they would sell the same item for. Mr  values a lot of 

the Whaddon Chase staters as Very Fine when they are not, they are in fact in Fine condition. It 

was felt that Mr valuation was very enthusiastic; being too reliant on retail value and 

overestimating the condition of the coins.  The Committee took into account the history of the 

original hoard but felt that any historical value of the coins is highly speculative.  Mr 

valuation was done from images alone and is a careful valuation but it takes an 

average, whereas the other two valuers correctly divide the coins into types.  The Committee 

recommended £25,000, inclusive of the pottery. 

 

Roman coins 

 

32 Roman coins (9) from Padstow, Corwall (2006 T3) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100-£120; the Committee inspected the find in light of this 

and recommended £120. 

 

33 Roman coins (599) and associated pottery fragments from Llanvaches, Newport (06.14) 

The provisional valuer suggested £16,000-£18,000; the Committee inspected the find in light of 

this.  The coins are in good average condition.  The Committee recommended £16,000, inclusive 

of the pottery. 

 

34 Roman coins (19) from Sherfield on Loddon, Hampshire (2006 T611) – 2nd viewing 

The Committee previously recommended £125.  The Committee considered the Landowner’s 

challenge with regards to permission to detect on land.  The finders argument that he has the right 

to roam does not hold weight as right to roam does not equate to the right to metal-detect.  It 

appears that the finder was ignorant to his need for permission from the landowner and the 

Committee detects no dishonest intent.  The Committee secretariat will write to the landowner 

enquiring whether there are any signs on the land stating it is private land etc.. and asking 

whether the finder would, upon entering the area, be aware it is private land?  The Committee 

will make a decision concerning any potential abatement issues once the landowner has replied to 



the Committee’s question. 

 

35 Roman coin hoard (17) from Wigton, Cumbria (2002 T169) – 2nd viewing 

The Committee previously recommended £70.  The Committee decided that it cannot be proved 

that the finder intentionally detected on scheduled land; the scheduled area does divide a field, 

with the coins of this hoard being found on both sides of the unmarked divide between scheduled 

and unscheduled land.  The Committee does not see an occasion to abate in this case and 

considers the matter now closed. 

 

36 Medieval coin hoard (7) from Skipton, North Yorkshire (2006 T354) – 3rd viewing 

The  Committee previously recommended £2,200. replied to questions raised by the 

Committee concerning the issues of the potential extra finder, Mr  

 Mr can potentially appeal the coroners findings but via the Attorney General. 

 The Committee is limited in its considerations: it cannot rule on the identity of any extra 

finder or any person interested in the find, though Secretary of State has discretion to 

consider the latter.  The Committee can advise the Secretary of State generally on the 

circumstances of the find and the allocation of a reward between joint finders/persons 

interested. 

 The matter of Huxley hoard is not relevant to this case and cannot be taken into account 

 

The Committee has been advised by  that it is beyond their remit to decide upon matters of 

additional finders.  The Committee concluded that the matter of a potential extra finder is one 

for the Minister not the Committee, they cannot advise on who is and who is not a finder; 

recommending only on matters of rewards to finders and landowners.   

 

In response to a subsequent formal request by the Sectretary of State that the Committee submit 

advice on the matter of a potential person interested in the find the Committee decided on the 

following action: 

Committee Secretariat to write to Messrs  and asking for a detailed summery 

of the find circumstances and comments regarding whether Mr  was involved in 

any of the discovery. Who found which coins? Any further evidence concerning the discovery 

of the coins that either party feels is relevant should be put in writing.  It is to be brought to 

their attention that the Huxley bracelets are not to be discussed, this matter concerns the coins 

alone.  Upon receipt of replies from Messrs and the Committee will 

formulate advice for the Secretary of State, who will make the decision on Mr 

potential status as a person interested in the find. 

 

Harrogate 
 

37 Viking hoard from Harrogate, North Yorkshire (2007 T2) 

One provisional valuer suggested £496,000 for a) the bowl, b) the gold armlet, c) the hack silver and 

d) the 617 coins. The second provisional valuer suggested £216,800-£221,100 for 1) silver gilt cup, 2) 

gold armring, 3) silver pennanular armring, 7) silver armring, 18) silver armring of two wires twisted 

together, 26) silver large ingot and balance of silver hoard (excl. coins).  The third provisional valuer 

suggested £850,000 for the 617 coins.  The forth provisional valuer suggested £665,420 for the coins. 

The letter from the finder’s solicitor was put before the Committee.  Valuation was deferred, to be 

discussed at an extraordinary meeting within a week and half of the TVC date (12/12/2007), giving 

the Committee secretariat the opportunity to forward the British Museum curatorial reply to the 

finders submission to the finder and landowner for transparency and to anticipate any subsequent 

reply.  The Committee recommended that the Committee secretariat contact the British Museum to 

obtain their estimate of conservation costs for the hoard and contact to obtain a verbal 

estimate of conservation costs for the Harrogate bowl.  Committee secretariat to also contact 

requesting a further break-down of the objects he has valued. All parties to be notified of the 

extraordinary meeting of the Committee and given the opportunity to raise any objections. 

 

 

Item 4:    Any Other Business 

 



Spending Review’s Potential Impact on the Portable Antiquities Scheme: 

Roger Bland updated the Committee, mentioning that MLA have proposed that the PAS 

budget be frozen at this years level, equating in the loss of five posts.  The Committee noted 

the potential impact this would have on Treasure administration. 

Norman Palmer noted that there has been no reply to the Committee’s letter to the MLA Chief 

Executive concerning MLA’s upcoming funding decision. 

Trevor Austin stated that the NCMD have also written a letter voicing their concern on this 

matter. 

Stephen Hodgson commented that thirty three e-mails from independent metal-detectorists 

have also been received. 
 

Coroners Bill: 

Stephen Hodgson informed the Committee that the Coroners Bill has been removed from the 

Government’s legislative programme for 2007/08.  Changes to the Treasure Act will not, 

therefore, be made in this upcoming year. 
 

New Committee Member Appointments: 

Stephen Hodgson updated the Committee, concerning the two Committee vacancies.  

Interviews were held and recommendations were submitted to the Minister two months ago, 

a response has yet to arrive. 
 

Completion of TVC Term of Trevor Austin: 

Stephen Hodgson reminded the Committee that this meeting is the last in Trevor Austin’s 

term,.  The Minister will make any decision concerning re-appointment following receipt of 

an application to re-appoint from the Chairman. Norman Palmer voiced the importance of a 

metal-detecting representative on the Committee. 

 

2008 TVC Dates: 
The following dates were confirmed as future TVC meeting days for 2008, in the Harwell 

Room: 

 

Wednesday 13th February 

Friday 4th April 

Wednesday 14th May 

Friday 27th June 

Wednesday 6th August 

Friday 19th September 

Wednesday 29th October 

Friday 12th December 
 

Item 5:    Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 13
th

 February, Hartwell Room, 11 am with 

all finds available from 10.15. 

 




