
Minutes of the Treasure Valuation Committee 

Director’s Dining Room, British Museum, Wednesday 16th May 2007, 11am 

 

Present: 

 

Committee   Other     Apologies 
Norman Palmer (chair)  Roger Bland (BM)   Trevor Austin 

John Cherry   Caroline Barton (BM)   

Jack Ogden   Fi Hitchcock (BM) 

May Sinclair   Stephen Hodgson (DCMS) 

Peter Clayton   Janina Parol (BM)  
      

Item 1:  Minutes of the meeting of Friday 30th March 2007 

 

The minutes were passed as a true record. 

 

Item 2:  Matters arising 

 

Professor Palmer, owing to his need to consult recent legal developments, confirmed that the 

letter (concerning the potential revision to the Coroners’ bill which would involve extending the 

duty to report Treasure to parties other than the finder, as discussed at the last meeting) had not 

yet been forwarded for consultation, but would be shortly.  

 

Item 3: Artefacts for consideration 

  

Prehistoric artefacts 

 

1*  Bronze Age gold penannular ring from Maidstone area, Kent (2006 T465)   

The provisional valuer suggested £200; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £200.  

 

2*  Bronze Age gold composite ring from Sittingbourne area, Kent (2006 T566) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200 for this find. The Committee inspected the ring and felt 

the valuer’s figure a little low, this item being a solid, heavy item of unusual type. The find was 

compared to the Burton, Wrexham (04.2; £750) example cited by the finder, however it was 

commented that this type of ring has become more common, which has affected market value. 

The find was also compared to Deighton, Yorkshire (2003 T404; £400), a similar triple ring. The 

Committee discussed all the considerations, and recommended £400. 

 

3*  Bronze Age metalwork from Bradfield, Essex (2006 T132) 
The provisional valuer suggested £150; the Committee inspected the find and noted that no piece 

was complete, and therefore commercial value was limited. The Committee therefore 

recommended £120 for the find. 

 

4*  Bronze Age hoard from Tattershall area, Lincs (2006 T308) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150; the Committee inspected the find and felt it to be of note 

mainly for museum display, owing to the fragmentary nature of the pieces, and so of 

archaeological rather than commercial value. The Committee therefore recommended £160. 

 

5*  Bronze Age scatter from Braintree area, Essex (2006 T406) 
The provisional valuer suggested £150; the Committee inspected the find and noted that only the 

awl, being complete, had commercial value. The Committee recommended £60. 

 

6  Bronze Age metalwork from Tendring area, Essex (2006 T131) 

The provisional valuer suggested £800; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £800. 

 

7  Bronze Age assemblage from Northampton area (2004 T242) – challenge, 2nd viewing 



The Committee carefully considered the submissions made to them, concerning the finder’s 

permission to detect on the land. Since it was felt that certain points were not yet clear enough to 

allow a final recommendation, the Treasure registrar was instructed to write to the finder and 

landowner requesting corroboration of certain details relevant to the circumstances of the refusal 

of permission to detect. The find was deferred until this information has been submitted. 

 

8  Iron Age base metal cauldron group (2005 T178) – challenge, 3rd viewing 

As the finder’s letter was a submission addressed directly to the Secretary of State and therefore 

forming an appeal rather than a challenge, the matter was referred for the Secretary of State to 

reply directly.   

 

Roman Artefacts 

 

9*  Roman silver octagonal bezel from Chirton, Wiltshire (2006 T233) 

This item was deferred at the request of the acquiring museum, who had not received details of a 

private valuation in time for the meeting. 

 

10*  Roman silver finger-ring fragment from Pentney, Norfolk (2006 T305) 

The provisional valuer suggested £35-£40; the Committee inspected the find, and agreeing with 

the valuer, recommended £35. 

 

11  Roman silver zoomorphic bracelet from Warburton, Trafford, Greater Manchester 

(2005 T566) – additional info: 2nd valuation 

Provisional valuers had suggested £500-£550 and £600; the Committee re-inspected the find, and 

felt that although the object was unusual in silver, it was not an exceptional piece, and was also 

broken. Comparisons were made with Fulbourn, Cambs (2002 T235; £500 – a complete snake 

finger-ring) and Ludford, Lincolnshire (2005 T506; £280 – a complete silver slip-knot bracelet). 

Following discussion, the Committee recommended £450. 

 

Early Medieval artefacts 

 

12*  Anglo-Saxon silver hooked tag (2006 T288) 
The provisional valuer suggested £25-£30; the Committee inspected the find, noting that it joined 

to a larger piece of the same object already held by the acquiring museum, adding value to the 

whole. The Committee therefore recommended £40. 

 

13*  Anglo-Saxon gold pendant from Pavenham, Bedfordshire (2006 T527) 

The provisional valuer suggested £75; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer and noting the damage to the piece, recommended £75.  

 

14  Anglo-Saxon silver sword pommel from Gresford, Wrexham (06.17) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3500; the Committee requested that the find be deferred until 

a second valuation could be commissioned.   

 

15  Viking silver finger-ring from Spofforth, North Yorkshire (2006 T312) 

Provisional valuers suggested £1000-£1200 and £250. The Committee inspected the find and the 

Bonhams comparandum cited by the valuer, noting that this example was much finer; it was also 

noted that the metal of the Spofforth ring was embrittled and therefore very fragile. In addition, 

the higher provisional value (£1000-£1200) was felt to reflect a figure nearer a retail than an 

auction price. The Committee recommended £400. 

 

Medieval artefacts 

 

16*  Medieval silver-gilt brooch from North West Essex (2006 T557) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150-£200; the Committee inspected the find, feeling this to be 

a pretty example, and displayable despite its needing work if it was to be straightened. The 

brooch was compared to an example from Mid Suffolk (2002 T49; £250) that was felt to be finer 

than this, and it was noted that brooches of this type seldom come on the market. The Committee 



therefore decided that the valuer had undervalued the item, and recommended £350. 

 

17*  Medieval silver brooch from Llanbedr Duffryn Clwyd, Denbighshire (06.11) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40-£60; the Committee inspected the find and, agreeing with 

valuer but noting that this was a small and undistinguished piece, recommended £40. 

 

18*  Medieval silver-gilt buckle from Stanton St John, Oxon (2006 T337) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120; the Committee inspected the find and, agreeing with the 

valuer and noting the thin, delicate nature of the piece, recommended £120. 

 

19  Medieval gold iconographic finger-ring from North of Colchester, Essex (2006 T445) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1000-£1500; the Committee inspected the find and, agreeing 

with the valuer and also feeling this was a wearable and therefore commercial example, 

recommended £1500. 

 

20  Medieval seal matrix from Near Arreton, Isle of Wight (2006 T375) 

One provisional valuer suggested £1500 for this find, but then increased the valuation to £3000 

on receipt of additional information provided to him directly from the finder. As it is considered 

that direct conversation or correspondence between a valuer and any interested party risks 

compromising the independence of the valuer, the Committee felt the second valuation of £3000 

had to be excluded. However, the second valuer subsequently had the same additional 

information provided via correct channels (i.e. through the Treasure registrar), and as such this 

second adjusted value could be considered.  

With respect to the additional information on the identity of the seal owner, the Committee 

noted that the subsequent information identified the seal with a place, but not in fact beyond 

doubt with a specific person, and it was further noted that Longdown is a common name across 

Hampshire and the Isle of Wight (signifying a long chalk down), and accordingly, while the seal 

may well be associated specifically with the Longdown close to the findsite, this was not the only 

possibility. 

Taking into account the three valid valuations, the Committee (agreeing with the second 

valuer) noted that the commercial value of such a piece resides mainly in the intaglio, and not in 

fact in the silver surround or inscription. However, they also felt that the damage to the back of 

the seal was slight. The Committee therefore recommended a value of £1800. 

The Treasure registrar was also instructed to write to all the provisional valuers, reminding 

them of the need to remain independent to protect the integrity of both the Treasure process and 

their valuations, and that should a finder, landowner or museum contact them directly in future, 

the Treasure registrar should be notified immediately and before any reply is made. 

 

Post-medieval artefacts 

 

21*  Post-medieval silver hat badge from Tendring area, Essex (2006 T482) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350; the Committee inspected the find in light of this, and felt 

this was an undistinguished example, and that an increased number of interesting types had come 

through the market recently. The Committee therefore recommended £300. 

 

22*  Post-medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Woodstock, Oxon (2004 T283) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-£80; the Committee inspected the find, noting that it was a 

complete example, if slightly distorted, and therefore that the valuation was slightly low. The find 

was compared to Titchbourne, Hants (2004 T199; £180) and East Dean, Hants (2006 T292; 

£150); the hooks on these examples are not quite complete, but it was noted that these items have 

proliferated on the market over the last two years, depressing their commercial value. The 

Committee discussed the find and comparanda, and recommended £110. 

 

23*  Post-medieval silver-gilt dress-hook from Woodstock, Oxon (2004 T257) 

The provisional valuer suggested £40; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing broadly with the valuer, recommended £50. 

 

24*Post-medieval silver-gilt dress-pin fragment from West Hagbourne, Berkshire (2004 



T480) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, 

agreeing with the valuer, recommended £50. 

 

25*Post-medieval silver button from North of Colchester, Essex (2006 T481) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120; the Committee inspected the find, comparing it with 

numerous examples that have come through the Treasure process, valued mainly at £50-£60. As 

this example displayed the conjoined hands motive as well as the crown and hearts and was 

therefore considered to be a more unusual and interesting example, the Committee recommended 

£80. 

 

26*  Post-medieval gold mourning ring from South Essex (2006 T447) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-£400; the Committee inspected the find in light of this, 

comparing it to Firle, East Sussex (2004 T387; £135), and Kensworth, Beds (2007 T16; £150), 

both similar but slightly distorted examples. The ring was considered to be small and light, but 

wearable, and the Committee therefore recommended £280. 

 

27*  Post-medieval gold finger-ring from Boxted, Essex (2006 T480) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200-£300; the Committee inspected the find, considering it to 

be a nice example despite the slight distortion. It was thought it might also date a little earlier 

than reported to the coroner, to the early 16th century, which would make it a more commercial 

example. The find was compared to Coggeshall, Essex (2002 T130; £750) an undistorted 

example, and Wattleborough, Shropshire (2002 T129; £450), a distorted example. Following 

discussion, the Committee recommended £480.  

 

28  Post-medieval gold and enamel fede ring from Chelmsford area, Essex (2006 T567) 

The provisional valuer suggested £3000; the Committee inspected the find, noting the well-

preserved nature of the enamel, which it was felt would command a value in this range. 

Following discussion, where it was agreed that the ring would not quite support a retail price 

extrapolated from an auction price of £3000, the Committee recommended £2800. 

 

29  Post-medieval gold pendant from South West Essex (2006 T582) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1000-£1500; the Committee requested that this find be 

deferred until a second valuation has been commissioned for this find. 

 

30  Post-medieval silver dress-hook from Whaplode, Linc (2006 T55) – additional info, 2nd 

viewing 

The Committee re-inspected the find, and considered the police report in detail. Following 

discussion, it was decided that as there was no evidence to connect the named finder or the 

landowner with any breach of the Treasure Act, no abatement would be recommended, and the 

full value (£600) should be paid as a reward to these parties. 

 

 

Item 4: Coin finds for consideration 

 

Iron Age coins 

 

31  Iron Age coin hoard from South Oxfordshire (2004 T467) 

The provisional valuer suggested £4340-£5300; the Committee inspected the coins and noted 

their condition carefully. Agreeing with the valuer, £5200 was recommended. 

 

Roman coins 

 

32  New Selection of 107 Roman coins from Alton, Wiltshire (2005 T348) 

The provisional valuer suggested £750-£800; the Committee inspected the coins and, agreeing 

with the valuer, recommended £800 for this selection.  

[Note: this recommendation is to be held in reserve, to be communicated to the interested parties 

(for challenge or agreement) if the museum’s intention to acquire the entire hoard falls through.] 



 

 

 

Medieval coins 

 

33  Medieval pennies (fused) from Huggate, East Riding of Yorkshire (2006 T598) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300-£400; the Committee inspected the find, noting the 

interest it holds as a ‘story piece’ which would translate to commercial value. The Committee 

therefore agreed with the valuer, recommending £350. 

 

34  Medieval penny hoard (8) from York area (2005 T534) 

The provisional valuer suggested £270-£300; the Committee inspected the find in light of this 

and, agreeing with the valuer, recommended £320. 

 

Post-medieval coins 

 

35  Post-medieval gold unites (59) from Chipping Norton, Oxon (2005 T65) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50,000-£60,000; the Committee inspected the find and, noting 

the thorough nature of the provisional valuation, recommended £55 000. 

It was decided that a final recommendation would be deferred until advice was sought in 

consideration of whether a reward could legally be paid to the grandson of the finder, as he was 

not himself the finder. However, the Committee held that if such a reward were found to be 

payable to such a party, it should, on the information currently before the Committee, be to the 

amount of the above value, and without abatement, as the grandson’s reporting of the find in 

recent times was felt to count in his favour.  

 

36  Post-medieval fragment of Textile from Deal – Challenge, 2nd viewing 

The finder’s submission was considered, but the details of the bag’s construction were felt to be a 

matter of archaeological value only, and without effect on the overall commercial value of the 

find. The Committee therefore confirmed their previous recommendation of £25.   

 

Item 5: Date of next meeting  

 

Wednesday 27th June was confirmed, with finds available for viewing from 10.15am. The 

location was also confirmed as the Director’s Dining Room. 

 


