
Minutes of the Treasure Valuation Committee 

Trustees Board Room, British Museum, Friday 30TH March 2007, 11am 

 

Present: 

 

Committee   Other     Apologies 
Norman Palmer (chair)  Roger Bland (BM)   Peter Clayton 

John Cherry   Caroline Barton (BM)  Jack Ogden 

Thomas Curtis   Fi Hitchcock (BM) 

May Sinclair   Stephen Hodgson (DCMS) 

Trevor Austin   Caroline Lyons (BM)  

     Janina Parol (BM) 

 

Item 1:  Minutes of the meeting of Friday 9th February 2007 

 

The minutes were passed as a true record. 

 

Item 2:  Matters arising 

 

Thanks were extended to Jack Ogden for chairing the last meeting in Prof. Palmer’s absence, and the 

new Assistant Registrars were welcomed. Sincere thanks and best wishes were also extended to 

Thomas Curtis, on the attendance of his last meeting as a TVC member. 

 

The letter received by Professor Palmer from the DCMS (concerning the potential revision to the 

Coroners’ bill which would involve extending the duty to report Treasure to parties other than the 

finder) was discussed. DCMS, based on legal advice, explained that this revision could not, at this 

stage, be introduced in a manner which would be compatible with obligations under Human Rights 

Act and so the Department could not support such a revision. Professor Palmer suggested that he 

might reply to the letter, suggesting that a suitable way ahead might be to introduce a presumption in 

favour of the finder/acquirer. The Committee agreed and Professor Palmer undertook to forward a 

draft for consultation. 

 

Item 3: Artefacts for consideration 

  

Prehistoric artefacts 

 

1*  BA base metal group from Maulden, Beds (2006 T260) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30; the Committee inspected the find in light of this and, agreeing 

with the valuer, recommended £30.  

 

2*  BA gold ornament from Charminster, Dorset (2006 T380) 

The provisional valuer suggested £300; the Committee inspected the find in light of this, and 

recommended a value of £290.  

 

3*  IA torc wires from Bawsey area, Norfolk (2006 T160) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; the Committee inspected the find in light of this, commenting 

on the fragmentary nature of the wires and, agreeing with the valuer, recommended a figure of £100.  

 

4  BA Base metal assemblage from Northampton area (2004 T242) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,500; the Committee inspected the find, and commented that the 

valuation seemed slightly low, given that there were 7 complete or near complete axes in the group. 

Having regard to this, and following discussion, a value of £1750 was recommended.  

 

 

5  BA Base metal hoard from Ramsgate area, Kent (2005 T261) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,100; the committee considered this find, noting that the values 

placed in the complete axes seemed fair, but that the values for the other items slightly low; a 



comparison was made with Copdock (2006 T11) valued at £1100, that had less complete pieces. A 

value of £1,450 was recommended. 

The letters from PC  and Kent County Council (KCC) were also carefully considered. 

The Committee felt, however, that more information was needed to make a recommendation 

concerning any potential abatement issues. It was determined that the finder should be specifically 

asked for a formal reply to KCC’s letter. It was also determined that , FLO for 

Kent, would be asked for clarification on other specific details and circumstances of the case. The 

release of the valuation, and recommendations regarding abatement, were deferred to the next 

meeting.  

 

6  BA base metal hoard from Poulton, Glos (2005 T79) – challenge – 3rd viewing 

Following provisional valuations (£1300-£1500 & £600) and a previously recommended value of 

£750, the Committee considered the finder’s challenge (including the cited comparandum) carefully, 

but saw no grounds on which to change its previous recommendation of £750.  

 

7  BA gold basket ornaments from Gilmorton, Leics (2006 T154) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500; the Committee inspected the find and discussed the finder’s 

comments. The lack of close comparanda was also commented on, the closest being the Isle of Wight 

basket earring (2005 T113) valued at £125, which was smaller, much lighter and very damaged. As 

the Gilmorton find was considered interesting, decorated and held significance in being a possible 

pair, the Committee recommended a slightly higher value of £600.  

 

Roman Artefacts 

 

8*  RB gold finger-ring from Sudbury area, Suffolk (2006 T537) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200; the Committee considered the find and the 

finder/landowner’s comments, agreeing that the twisting most likely occurred in antiquity, and on the 

rarity of gold examples. However, it was also noted that the cited comparanda (Murawski, £750) was 

only an advertised price, with no information as to whether this was reached. The Committee, 

following discussion, recommended a value slightly higher than the provisional valuation, of £230.  

 

9  RB silver snake bracelet from Warburton, Gtr Manchester (2005 T566) 

The provisional valuer suggested £500-£550; this item was deferred so that a second valuation could 

be commissioned. 

 

Early Medieval artefacts 

 

10*  Early Med silver ingot from Fyfield & Tubney, Oxon (2006 T192) 

The provisional valuer suggested £90-£100; the Committee inspected the find, and agreeing with the 

valuer, recommended a value of £95. 

 

11  Four Anglo-Saxon graves (coins and objects) from Bridge, Kent (2005 T115 a-d) 

Coins: The provisional valuer suggested a total of £4625 for the coins from all four graves; the 

Committee inspected the coins and considered these valuations carefully, agreeing with the valuer. 

Palm cup: The provisional valuers suggested £3-£4,000 and £5,000; the Committee inspected and 

considered the find, and in particular the Bonhams 2006 sale comparanda. As this lot of mixed grave 

goods, containing a very similar cup, failed to reach its reserve of £4,000, and as this lot also 

contained a large Coptic bronze bowl that was also felt to be significant, a value of £3250 was 

recommended. 

Pendant: The provisional valuers suggested £2,200-£2,500 and £1,200; the committee inspected the 

find in light of these, and noted that the comparandum in the higher valuation was a much finer 

example. £2000 was recommended following discussion. 

Other items: The value of these items was considered in light of their condition and their ‘group 

value’, and a total of £125 was recommended, bringing a total for all the objects and coins from the 

four graves to £10,000. 

 

12  Anglo-Saxon silver disc mount from Selby District, N Yorks (2006 T37) - additional info, 2nd 



viewing 

Previous valuers had suggested £2,400-2,600 and £450; a third provisional valuer then suggested 

£450. The Committee re-inspected the find, alongside all three valuations. It was agreed that while 

this was not the most attractive object, and therefore the third valuers positioning of the find at the 

lower end of the scale was justified, it was certainly an interesting piece, and as such a value of £600 

was recommended. 

 

13  Anglo-Saxon silver pyramid mount from Harrold, Bedfordshire (2006 T241) – challenge – 

2nd viewing 

Following an original recommendation of £1100 (based on a provisional valuation of £1000-1200) 

the museum’s challenge was considered and the find re-inspected. The Committee agreed that 

several of these items had been seen in recent times; Flaxton (2002 T265) valued at £1,500 was again 

cited as a finer example. The Headbourne Worthy example (2003 T335) valued at £850 was also 

noted; however the Harrold piece was felt to be finer than this, despite not having its apex stone. The 

Committee confirmed its previous valuation of £1,100.  

 

Medieval artefacts 

 

14*  Med silver Brooch from Cholsey, Oxon (2004 T342) 

The provisional valuer suggested £220; this was felt to be a fine, delicate example, and so the 

Committee recommended a value of £240. 

 

15*  Med silver-gilt annular brooch from Codford, Wiltshire (2006 T237) 

The provisional valuer suggested £60-80; the Committee inspected the find and, agreeing with the 

valuer, recommended a value of £70. 

 

16*  Med silver annular brooch from Great Durnford, Wilts (2006 T129) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120; the Committee inspected the find and, considering this to be 

a slightly insubstantial, undecorated example, recommended a value of £100. 

 

17*  Med silver-gilt container from Tarrant Valley, Dorset (2005 T505) 

The provisional valuer suggested £200; the Committee inspected and discussed the find, agreeing that 

this item was difficult to value. However, it was felt to have fine decoration and thus be slightly 

undervalued, despite a lack of clear function. A value of £300 was recommended. 

 

18*  Med silver finger-ring from Codford, Wilts (2006 T236) 

The provisional valuer suggested £250; the Committee inspected the find and, agreeing with the 

valuer, recommended £250. 

 

19*  Med silver-gilt iconographic ring fragment from Thornbury, South Glos (2006 T555) 

The provisional valuer suggested £100; the Committee inspected the find and, agreeing with the 

valuer, recommended £100. 

 

 

20*  Med silver Finger-ring from Buckingham, Bucks (2006 T528) 

The provisional valuer suggested £50-£60; the Committee inspected the find and discussed both the 

object and the finder’s comments. It was acknowledged that the finder provided no comparanda to 

support a raised valuation. However, it was felt that while the gilding was rubbed, the find was 

interesting and with a stamped mark, and as such a value of £80 was recommended. 

 

21*  Med silver finger-ring from Pulham, Dorset (2005 T570) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350; the Committee inspected and discussed the find, and felt that 

it was a large and impressive piece. The inscription was considered to be clear with fine decoration, 

and a value of £400 was recommended.  

 

22*  Med silver finger-ring from Winterslow, Wiltshire (2006 T64) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150; the Committee inspected the find and agreed with the valuer, 



recommending £150. 

 

23*  Med silver pendant cross from Orford area, Suffolk (2006 T113) 

The provisional valuer suggested £350; the Committee inspected the find and considered the finder’s 

comments. It was confirmed that the Farndon example (2003 T214) cited by the finder was in fact 

valued at £900 rather than the stated £1300, and that Farndon was a finer piece with a sharper 

inscription. In light of this, and another, plainer example from Timberland (2003 T248) valued at 

£300, it was considered that the Orford area example was still slightly undervalued, and a 

recommendation of £600 was made. 

 

24* Med silver seal matrix from Manston, Dorset (2005 T319) 

The provisional valuer suggested £400; the Committee inspected the find, and considered that while 

it was not the most interesting gem or inscription, and the gem had been pushed back into the setting, 

it was not a common category of seal and in good condition, and would therefore be of interest to a 

collector. Following discussion a value of £500 was recommended. 

 

25  Med gold finger-ring from Marshwood, Dorset (2006 T294) 

The provisional valuer suggested £2,250; the Committee inspected and discussed the find, and 

considered the finder’s comments. It was agreed that the ring had an attractive stone and was nicely 

set, and a value of £2,250 was recommended. 

 

26  Med gold finger-ring from Cerne Abbas, Dorset (2005 T360) – challenge – 2nd viewing 

Following an original valuation of £750 (with provisional valuations of £2,500, £600-700 & £700-

850), the finder’s private valuation of £2,200 was discussed, and the find re-inspected. It was noted 

that the private valuation was not clearly identified as an insurance or an auction price, and that this 

valuation did not otherwise add any new information or comparanda. It was also noted that a variety 

of similar rings had been valued by the Treasure process recently. Taking account of this, and the 

slight damage to this example, the Committee confirmed its previous recommendation of £750. 

 

27  Med silver annular brooch from Embsay, N Yorks (2006 T381) 

The provisional valuer suggested £120-150 undamaged, and £60-80 in its current damaged state. The 

Committee inspected and discussed the find, recommending a value of £125 for the undamaged 

object, as opposed to £60 in its current state. 

 

28  Med gold annular brooch from Winwick, Cheshire (2006 T549) 

The provisional valuers suggested £4,000 and £6,000; the Committee closely inspected and discussed 

the find, noting its unusual hollow construction, the solid hands giving it weight, and the fact that it 

would have been enamelled. The find was compared to Rowington (2005 T8) valued at £4,000. 

However, the Winwick example was felt to be finer and with sharper detail, and a value of £5,500 

was therefore recommended. 

 

 

 

Post-medieval artefacts 

 

29*  P-med silver toilet implement from Fyfield & Tubney, Oxon (2006 T193) 

The provisional valuer suggested £20; the Committee inspected the find and agreed with the valuer, 

recommending £20. 

 

30*  P-med silver dress pin from Redbourn, Herts (2006 T274) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-40; the Committee inspected the find and, agreeing with the 

valuer, recommended £35. 

 

31*  2 P-med silver-gilt dress-hook fragments from Compton Abbas, Dorset (2006 T214) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150; the Committee inspected and discussed the finds. It was 

considered that the valuer had slightly undervalued them, as an interesting and new type, and also 

possibly a pair. As such, a value of £200 (i.e. £100 each) was recommended. 



 

32*  P-med silver strap-fitting from Pulham, Dorset (2006 T349)  

The provisional valuer suggested £200; the Committee inspected the find and, agreeing with the 

valuer, recommended £200. 

 

33*  P-med silver-gilt pin from North Perrott, Somerset (2006 T592) 

The provisional valuer suggested £150; the Committee inspected the find, and considered both it and 

the finder’s comments. It was pointed out that the Eastling (2000 T192; £1050) find was an early and 

exceptional valuation; since then such pins have become much more common, and a range of broadly 

similar items such as Greinton (2003 T34; £400); Hacheston (2002 T240; £350); Abbots Inn (2004 

T330; £190) have been seen recently, giving values for this type of item of £200-400. In light of this 

information, a value of £300 was recommended. 

 

34*  P-med gold mourning ring form Kensworth, Beds (2007 T16) 

The provisional valuer suggested £180; the committee inspected the find, and felt that the valuer had 

slightly overvalued the item as a slightly damaged, common type. It was also noted that the 

commemoration of children’s deaths (as opposed to adults’ deaths) are not such commercial items. A 

value of £150 was recommended. 

 

35  P-med gold finger-ring from Bletchington, Oxon (2004 T404) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000 – £1,200; the committee inspected and discussed the ring, 

pointing out that although some enamel had been lost, the valuer’s comparison was close and 

relevant. A value of £1,100 was recommended. 

 

Item 4: Coin finds for consideration 

 

Roman coins 

 

36  RB Denarius (addendum) from Trefeglwys, Powys (06.15) 

The provisional valuer suggested £25-30; the committee inspected the coin and confirmed that it was 

indeed corroded, and with minimal potential for improvement after cleaning. A value of £30 was 

recommended. 

 

37  RB coin hoard (11 coins) from Burgate, Suffolk (2006 T66) 

The provisional valuer suggested £290-£330. The coins were inspected by the Committee, and it was 

noted that since this was a typical grouping found in the UK, condition was an important factor in 

value. The clipped nature of many of the coins also justified the differences in values placed on coins 

within the group. In agreement with the valuer, £300 was recommended. 

 

38  RB coin hoard (15 coins) from Pocklington area, East Yorks (2006 T148) 

The provisional valuer suggested £380-£400; the Committee inspected the coins, and again noted the 

typical make up of the group. The coin of Galba was the earliest and of greatest interest, but was 

worn and lightly scratched: later coins were in better condition, but more common, and the lower 

prices for these were justified. A value of £390 in total was recommended, consistently with the 

provisional valuation. 

 

39  RB coin hoard (881 coins) from Hale, Lincs (2006 T410) 

The provisional valuer suggested £1,000-1,300; the large number of coins here were 

comprehensively inspected and the very corroded condition noted. It was felt that some of them 

would benefit considerably from cleaning however, and this factor was taken into account in the 

valuation. The Committee felt that the valuer had slightly undervalued the group, and £1,500 was 

recommended. 

 

40  RB coin hoard (38 coins) & assoc pot from Alweras & Fradley, Staffordshire (2006 T141) – 

challenge – 2nd viewing 

This find was removed from the agenda, as the local museum interest had fallen through and the 

coins were to be returned to the finder/landowner. Brief discussion ensued concerning whether 



abatement might be an issue in such cases in the future; it was decided that each case would have to 

be considered on its own merits and circumstances. 

 

41  RB coin hoard (19) and silver toothpick from Sible Hedingham (2005 T371) – challenge – 

2nd viewing 

The Committee had recommended a value of £180 (including £40 for the toothpick). The Committee 

observed the landowner’s request that they review the valuation, although a lack of supporting 

evidence was noted. It was felt that the original valuation had been fair for these very clipped coins, 

now mostly missing their legends, and the recommendation of £180 was confirmed. 

 

42  RB coin hoard (621 & assoc pot) from North West Suffolk (2005 T434) – additional info - 

2nd viewing  

A value of £72,000 had previously been recommended, and this was not revisited.  

The body of correspondence submitted by the landowner and finder, concerning the apportioning of 

the reward was reconsidered in its entirety, as well as the finder’s new submission. It was noted that 

while the landowner had stated a wish to have ownership of any finds made on the land, and the 

finder had agreed to this, the finder had stated in his letter of 14/7/05 that this would not be possible 

in cases of Treasure where the Crown has title to such finds. 

It was also noted that nowhere in the correspondence had the landowner stated a wish to receive 

100% of any reward, on the other hand the finder did allude to the possibility of a reward split in his 

correspondence. 

Having regard to these considerations, the Committee concluded that no direct evidence for an agreement 

to apportion the reward could be discovered. In such cases, the Code of Practice states that normal 

practice is a 50/50 split (parag. 72). The Committee’s recommendation was therefore for a 50/50 split of 

the reward, between the finder and landowner. It was also noted that the provision of further explanation 

concerning the nature of Crown property might be helpful in this case.  

It was also noted that the Fitzwilliam Museum had withdrawn from acquiring the hoard, but that 

another museum remained interested and its interest would be confirmed at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Early Medieval coins 

 

43  Anglo-Saxon coin addendum from Aiskew, N Yorks (2006 T426) 

A value of £9,000 had previously been recommended for this find, and this was not revisited. 

The Committee carefully considered possible abatement issues with regard to this case, including a 

submission from the landowner on this subject, which was noted to be detailed and balanced. 

Following discussion of all the issues, the recommendation was that no abatement should be brought, 

and the reward should be split equally between the finder and landowner. 

 

Medieval coins 

 

44  Med coin hoard (30 coins) from Clitheroe, Lancs (2006 T153 & 2006 T502) 

The provisional valuer had earlier suggested £1450-£1550 for the 28 coins, and the second valuer 

suggested £1440 for the full 30 coins. The committee inspected the coins and decided the slightly 

higher valuation was the more appropriate, recommending £1560 on the strength of the first 

valuation, for the full 30 coins.  

 

45  Med coin hoard (7 coins) from Skipton, N Yorks (2006 T354) 

The provisional valuer suggested £180-£220 for the first 6 coins, and £1,800-£2,500 for the Henry IV 

groat; the Committee inspected the coins and agreed, recommending £200 for the first six and, noting 

its split edge, £2,000 for the Henry IV groat. 

The comments submitted by the finder and by landowner were examined and 

discussed, but it was considered difficult to rule whether a verbal agreement between the parties had 

indeed existed. Various options were considered, but it was agreed to write to both parties, giving 

them three months to reach an agreement between themselves. Failing that, the Committee would be 

obliged to step in to investigate further, in order to make their own recommendation.  

 

Post-medieval coins 



 

46  P-med coin hoard (2 coins) from Shotover, Oxfordshire (2005 T223) 

The provisional valuer suggested £30-50; the Committee inspected the coins and, noting that the 

condition was not good, agreed with the valuer and recommended £40. 

 

Item 5: Any Other Business 

 

Medieval gold finger-ring from Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex (2006 T310)  
Although all parties had agreed to the valuation (£100), as no landowner had yet been identified, a 

question remained about how to apportion the reward. The Committee requested that further efforts 

to identify a landowner be undertaken by the Treasure registrars. 

 

Communications concerning new and retiring provisional valuers were also related to the Committee, 

and recommendations for new parties to approach were requested. 

 

Item 6: Date of next meeting 

 

It was agreed that a firm schedule for meetings should be set as far in advance as possible, to aid with 

administration and travel arrangements. 

It was agreed that Committee meetings on Wednesdays would suit most members the best, and so the 

following six-weekly meetings were set: 

 

Wed 16th May 

Wed 27th June 

Wed 8th August 

Wed 19th September 

Wed 31st October 

Wed 12th December 

 

The next meeting is confirmed as Wednesday 16th May, in the Trustees Boardroom. Starred finds 

will be available from 10.15am prior to the meeting commencing at 11am. 

 

Treasure registrar (FH) 2/4/07 




