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Archaeology under the Plough

The Lnducpe i our Mot pracious histonc document. its archasciogicll sites and
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FGTAtVe 3nd CONtIbUtng to 85 S2nse of place. Desple surviving for hundreds of
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Since 1945, increasingly intensive CUltvabon has damaged many archaeclogical gtes.
Modern ploughing has done more dXmage in six dacades than radtond sgriosture
& In the preceding six centuries, Among the dtes being actively ploughed

are nearty 3000 schaduled monuments — 4tes recognisad as being of rational
Importance 10 cur hertage.

We are, quite Iterally, ripping up our history
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Introduction and approach

Raw lithic data
Individual lithic artefact or group of lithics, an assemblage

Archaeological

Context:

Archaeological

Context:

PREHISTORIC PERIOD (500,000 BC — AD 100)

Typology

Technology

Survey

station

Diter

Excavation
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areas for artefact observations: Technology, Typology, Raw

material, Condition

or a Retouched form

e [dentification of an individual lithic artefact as a Core, Waste
e Identification of raw material

e Recording of technological attributes per lithic artefact

e Note on condition of the lithic artefact

QOutcomes:
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Lithics, a national overview

» 56 areas have lithic records (October 2006)

» A total 7696 lithic records (October 2006), now 9550 (April 2007)

» Each lithic record may describe more than 1 artefact

» Hence, total lithics for 7696 records = 25305 artefacts

» All periods are represented, Palaeolithic to Bronze Age (including Gunflints)!
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Lithics, a national overview

Prehistoric material culture within the PAS database
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Material culture alloy



Lithics, a national overview
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Lithics, a national overview
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Lithics, a national overview
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Lithics, a national overview

100 Number of artefacts in lithic records
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Lithics, a national overview

Lithic records per method of discovery




Lithics, a national overview
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Lithics, a national overview
Palaeolithic (n = 284, 262 mapped records)



Lithics, a national overview
Mesolithic (n = 3114, 2672 mapped records)



Lithics, a national overview
Neolithic (n = 3363, 2923 mapped records)



Lithics, a national overview
Bronze Age (n = 398, 340 mapped records)



Lithics, regional patterning and research potential
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scatters - the contribution

To summarise the PAS contribution:

» Lithics, as artefacts — a way of
understanding past people’s craft skills,
daily routines and lifeways

-+ Lithics, as assemblages in the lands
— as proxy data, a means o
reconstructing a populated p
world

Or1cC

Lithics, as discarded by all past peoples,
recovered by communities in the present!




