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Introduction and approach



Lithics, a national overview

• 56 areas have lithic records (October 2006)

• A total 7696 lithic records (October 2006), now 9550 (April 2007)

• Each lithic record may describe more than 1 artefact

• Hence, total lithics for 7696 records = 25305 artefacts

• All periods are represented, Palaeolithic to Bronze Age (including Gunflints)!

Number of lithic records per area
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Lithics, a national overview

Prehistoric material culture within the PAS database
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Lithics, a national overview

Lithic records by period
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Lithics, a national overview

Lithic records as multiperiod scatters
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Lithics, a national overview

Composition of lithic records
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Lithics, a national overview

Number of artefacts in lithic records
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Lithics, a national overview

Lithic records per method of discovery
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Lithics, a national overview

Lithic records per landuse
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Lithics, a national overview
Palaeolithic (n = 284, 262 mapped records)



Lithics, a national overview
Mesolithic (n = 3114, 2672 mapped records)



Lithics, a national overview
Neolithic (n = 3363, 2923 mapped records)



Lithics, a national overview
Bronze Age (n = 398, 340 mapped records)



Lithics, regional patterning and research potential

0

50

100

M
E

EM LM

LM
/E

N EN

EN
/M

N

M
N

/L
N LN

B
K

LN
/E

B

EB/M
B

M
B/L

B

Data quality and period filter

%

Shapwick Project

Somerset study area



To summarise the PAS contribution:

• Lithics, as artefacts – a way of

understanding past people’s craft skills,

daily routines and lifeways

• Lithics, as assemblages in the landscape

– as proxy data, a means of

reconstructing a populated prehistoric

world

• Lithics, as discarded by all past peoples,

recovered by communities in the present!

Conclusion, PAS, lithics and lithic scatters - the contribution


