
MOUNT
Unique ID: BH-9316D2

Object type certainty: Certain
Workflow status: Published

A copper-alloy cruciform mount of 6th century date.

The mount is symmetrical, with four equal-sized arms. Each arm has convex sides and terminates in
a flat sub-circular plate. Three of these four plates are intact. One contains a circular rivet hole, the
damaged plate has an in-situ copper-alloy rivet and the remaining two are unperforated. The central
design of the mount is formed of 'chip-carved' decoration, a pattern of steep ridges separated by 'v'
shaped grooves. The central element consists of a low domed sub-circular boss within a lozenge-
shaped ridge border, the inner angles being marked by four small triangular mouldings. Separated
by from the inner lozenge by a groove is a second ridge, this latter one having a ropework moulding.
A further groove separates this ridge from the plain outer rim. The design retains a significant
amount of gilding and there are also traces of a black substance, which may be niello. The reverse of
the mount is flat and plain. It measures 56.9mm long, 56.7mm wide and 3.3mm thick. The weight is
15.24g.

The suggested date range is based on the similarities between this mount and another recorded on
the PAS database, from Derbyshire - DENO-A99AB3. In addition to having a very similar decorative
content to this piece, the Derbyshire example also bears a zoomorphic/anthropomorphic terminal
comparable to those often depicted on the more common great square-headed brooch. The mount is
likely to have been used on horse harness.

Find of note status

This has been noted as an interesting find by the recorder.

Subsequent actions

Current location of find: With finder

Chronology

Broad period: EARLY MEDIEVAL
Subperiod from: Early
Period from: EARLY MEDIEVAL 
Ascribed Culture:  Anglo-Saxon style 
Date from: Circa AD 500
Date to: Circa AD 600

Dimensions and weight

Quantity: 1
Length: 56.9 mm
Width: 56.7 mm
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Thickness: 3.3 mm
Weight: 15.24 g

Discovery dates

Date(s) of discovery: Sunday 10th May 2009

Personal details

This information is restricted for your access level.

Other reference numbers

Other reference: Ver 09/70 - 12

Materials and construction

Primary material: Copper alloy 
Manufacture method: Cast
Completeness: Incomplete 
Surface Treatment: Gilded 

Spatial metadata
Region: Eastern (European Region)
County or Unitary authority: Cambridgeshire (County)
District: South Cambridgeshire (District)
To be known as: South Cambridgeshire

Spatial coordinates

Grid reference source: From finder
Unmasked grid reference accurate to a 0.01 metre square.

Discovery metadata

Method of discovery: Metal detector
Current location: With finder
General landuse: Cultivated land

fin
ds

.or
g.u

k

http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000041425
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000001386
http://data.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/doc/7000000000001303

